
 

Titus 3:8-11 “The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so 

that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good 

works. These things are excellent and profitable for people. (9) But avoid foolish 

controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are 

unprofitable and worthless. (10) As for a person who stirs up division, after 

warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, (11) knowing 

that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.” 

Vital & Detrimental Discipleship Elements 

Titus 3:8-11 

What cannot be avoided in Discipleship.  

There are many things that we enjoy in the church relationship. 

● We enjoy fellowship with likeminded individuals. 

● We enjoy the friendships that result from fellowship with likeminded 

individuals. 

● We enjoy sharing in song. 

● We enjoy praying with and for one another. 

● We enjoy the ability to train up children in different ministries. 

● We enjoy having ministry directed toward our teens. 

● We enjoy having facilities that make these things possible. 

● But all of these things are secondary. 

● A church may have a greater impact in the lives of those who attend there if 

they have these things going on. 

● A church may grow deeper in its overall knowledge of Scripture if it has these 

ministries. 

● But a church can survive without these things. 
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● What we want to talk about is the necessary element which separates the church 

from any other gathering of individuals in the world. 

● That necessary element is the teaching and development of salvation in the lives 

of those individuals who are in the church. 

● Paul say’s that if we stick to a correct gospel than we will have a discipleship 

church. 

● The way in which people can be saved as taught by Paul is dependable. 

“The saying is trustworthy,”  

o Jesus was sent to bring salvation for everyone. “(11) For the grace of 

God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,”  

o Through the gospel we are given the ability to put aside our sin. “(12) 

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions,”  

o Transformed we live as representatives of the change that has been made 

in us. “and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 

age,”  

o Having our eyes opened we are not distracted by the temporary 

circumstances in our world. “(13) waiting for our blessed hope, the 

appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,”  

o Being restored by Jesus blood we are given a place among the righteous 

to do what is glorifying to God. “(14) who gave himself for us to redeem 

us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 

possession who are zealous for good works. 

● The need for individuals to be saved is worthy of conviction. “and I want 

you to insist on these things,”  

o We must make some decisions about critical issues. 

o We must separate beliefs from convictions. 
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o We must remember that salvation through the shed blood of Jesus is the 

necessary key for everything else. 

● Being transformed according to this gospel is enough to lead individuals 

into holy living. “so that those who have believed in God may be careful to 

devote themselves to good works.”  

o If individuals are not transformed internally than any change which takes 

place in them is just creating a more effective sinner. 

o If individuals are not transformed internally, we are not helping them at 

all. Instead we are just providing for them a smoother ride into hell. 

● Sharing the gospel is profitable for people. “These things are excellent and 

profitable for people.” 

o If an individual is transformed internally, they will change. 

o If an individual is transformed internally, they will have hope. 

o If an individual is transformed internally than they are affected for all 

eternity. 

o We can never go wrong by proceeding every discipleship encounter with 

a conversation about the gospel. 

Do you understand what Paul is teaching us here?  

● The gospel is the necessary key to everything. 

● If we get the gospel right than everything else will fall into place. 

● If we do not get the gospel right than nothing of eternal value is going to take 

place in our church. 

What must be avoided in discipleship. “(9) But avoid”  

● There are divisions of Christianity so absurd that they should not be given 

any room for conversation. “foolish controversies,”  
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o The value of an individual based on family, origin, race, group, seminary, 

affiliations etc. must be avoided. “genealogies,”  

o Separation because of personal preference must be put aside. 

“dissensions, and quarrels about the law,”  

▪ Musical style 

▪ Polity 

▪ Scriptural version 

▪ Apparel 

▪ Automobile preference 

▪ Organized boycotts 

▪ Political party 

▪ Who’s life matters 

▪ Masks 

▪ Taking a knee 

▪ Sports on Sunday 

▪ Tattoos 

▪ No Tattoos 

▪ Long hair  

▪ Short hair 

▪ Home School 

▪ Public School  

▪ Christian School 

▪ House church, small church, mega church. 

▪ The list goes on and on and on.  
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▪ We do not need to look awfully hard to find things we disagree on. 

Instead we need to look for the critical element that we must agree 

on. 

● These controversies do not do anything to strengthen the body of Christ. 

“for they are unprofitable and worthless.” 

o Our goal is the building up of the body of Christ. 

o This happens through the gospel. 

o This happens through biblical teaching. 

o This happens when individuals are transformed by the power of Jesus 

taking over their lives and a pursuit of this transformed life in every 

single area.  

Who will destroy a discipleship church?  

● The individual who teaches things that are not substantiated by Scripture 

is destructive to the church. “(10) As for a person who stirs up division,”  

o Warn them to stop causing division. “after warning him once”  

o Warn them to stop a second time. “and then twice,”  

o Tell them they are no longer welcome in the fellowship of believers. 

“have nothing more to do with him,”  

● The individual who causes division by trying to create their own following 

is full of sin that is twisting there understanding of Christianity. “(11) 

knowing that such a person is warped and sinful;”  

● The sin which cannot be seen right now will be revealed at some point. “he 

is self-condemned.” 

The gospel is the key to everything that takes place in the life of the church. Our 

hope is not in anything else. Our transformation is not made possible by anything 
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else. What we do with the gospel as a church body and as individuals matters. And 

because the gospel is so important, the enemy will bring individuals into the church 

to distract us from the gospel. They will lead us in all kinds of seemingly good 

directions. They will pull us into all kinds of fruitful causes. Their entire purpose 

for being in the church is to distract the church into doing anything other than 

preach, teach, live the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ because nothing else can 

overpower the work of darkness in this world. 

Responding to God’s Word in our Lives! 

Read through Titus this week and answer these questions. 

If the gospel of the Lord Jesus is critical to discipleship, then would you consider 

what part it is taking in your life? 

● Have you personally surrendered to Jesus as Lord? 

o Have you trusted that Jesus is the only hope a sinner has of salvation 

from eternal death? 

o Have you accepted that you do not have the power to save yourself? 

o Have you believed that Jesus death on the cross was for you? 

o Have you believed that in His resurrection Jesus has proven His ability to 

raise us into new life? 

● And if you have surrendered to Jesus as Lord, what are you doing to share that 

with those who around you? 

● And if you have surrendered to Jesus as Lord, what are you doing to strengthen 

and encourage other disciples? 

● What are you doing to cause division in the church beyond the gospel as given 

to us by Paul in Titus 3:4-7? 
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