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How to Listen to a Sermon 
Selected Scriptures - NCBC, January 10, 2021 

 

Main Point:  Your life depends on how you listen to 
God’s Word. 

• God designed preaching for your life.  
o God commands us to live by His Word 

o We all fail to listen to and obey God’s Word 

o God gives believers His Spirit so we can hear and obey 

His Word 

o God gives life both now and forever to all who listen to 

and obey His Word  

• So, prepare well before a sermon. 
o We hear with our heart, not just our ears 

o Read God’s Word daily 

o Pray for sermon 

o Confess your sins 

o Reduce your media intake 

o Schedule around Sunday 

o Attend church consistently 

o Expect God to change you 

o Proactively fight distractions 

o Worship wholeheartedly before sermon  

• So, listen well during a sermon. 
o Seek to encourage the preacher 

o Focus on the content more than the style 

o Take notes of key principles, especially related to how 

God is calling you to change  

• So, respond well after a sermon. 
o Humbly receive God’s Word with joy 

o Immediately act upon God’s Word with the obedience of 

faith 

o Share what God is teaching you with others  

 

Opening Announcements:   
• Women’s Bible Study starts in 2 weeks.  Ladies, if you are 

looking for an engaging Bible study with a sweet group of ladies 
from all over central IL, this study is for you!  We are studying the 
Acts of the Apostles on Tues evenings, and Weds mornings.  
Study begins Jan 19/20.  Sign up today on Connection Card, 
app, or church website.  

 
<<Speak, O Lord>> 
 

 
What an appropriate prayer for God’s people to sing 
together as we prepare our hearts to receive His Word. 
 
Today we continue our special January series on Key 
Spiritual Topics by taking time to learn how to listen to a 
sermon.  We will begin our study in a moment by reading 
from James, chapter 1, so please open your Bible to 
James chapter 1 now. 
 
While we prepare for our Scripture reading, I want to 
share an unexpected opportunity God has recently 
brought to our church family:   
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Several months ago we were contacted by the First 
Baptist Church of Goodfield.  They were interested in 
talking with other churches to discern how they should 
proceed forward, if at all, with their ministry.  After 
significant discussion with our church leaders, as well as 
other local church leaders, the First Baptist Church of 
Goodfield decided to close their ministry at the end of 
2020, and donate all their property and assets to New 
Castle Bible Church so our elders could best determine 
how to continue to do God’s work in the Goodfield area.  
 
Our elders have prayerfully agreed to receive this 
donation for God’s glory, and the legal transfer of assets 
is currently in process.  In addition to the church building 
and property, the donation includes cash accounts over 
$100,000. Thanks Lord!!   
 
So now this is where we all get involved.  It’s time for all 
of us to thank God for this generous gift, and pray as our 
elders begin to take the next right steps in glorifying God 
with this building and assets just 7.5 miles to the 
Northeast of our present campus.   
 
Our elders are already brainstorming all kinds of ways we 
could steward these resources for God’s glory in the 

Goodfield area, and over the next several months we will 
be sharing more with you about our plans.   
 

 
But for now, we are simply asking that you would pray 
with us: 
 

• Pray for God’s grace and peace on the 6 or 7 
individuals from First Baptist Goodfield who are now 
making emotionally challenging transitions to new 
church homes.  

• Pray for wisdom on how we can best steward this 
building and resources for God’s greater glory?  
Should we plant a new church in Goodfield?  Should 
we partner strategically with another church?  Should 
we sell the building and use the proceeds creatively 
for God’s glory in Goodfield in some other way? 

 
Please pray that God will give our elders wisdom that 
we’d know how God wants us to proceed.  And then 
please, 
 

• Pray for supernatural faith to follow God together 
however He leads us in this exciting opportunity. 
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And of course, if you have any creative ideas for how we 
could best glorify God with this donation in Goodfield, 
please talk with any of our elders anytime.   
 
We are humbled that God would entrust us with these 
resources, and we are so thankful to be following Jesus 
together with you.  This is such an exciting time to be part 
of New Castle Bible Church! 
 

   
Now, last week Pastor Somers directed our attention to 2 
Timothy chapter 3 where we learned to “Read and 
Heed” God’s Word.  Today, we build off that message 
with a sermon that could be titled, “Hear and Heed.”  
 
Next Sunday, as our nation prepares to inaugurate a new 
political administration, we are going to remind our souls 
what God has to say about how we should think and act 
regarding our new administration.   
 
We’ll follow that up with messages about important 
Conscience Matters and a biblical understanding and 
practice of our emotions.   
 

All of these January messages are very timely and 
important for us.  So please come humble and eager to 
hear God’s life-giving words each Sunday this month. 
 
Today will not be a typical sermon where we settle deep 
into one passage and expose all its meaning for our joy.  
Instead, today we apply several Scriptures to this 
important, but often neglected, topic of how to listen to a 
sermon.  
 

 
To start off our study, we are going to read a portion of 
Scripture that teaches us how to respond to God’s Word.  
So if you’re able, please stand in honor of the reading of 
God’s Word. From the English Standard Translation, I’ll 
read from James 1, verse 18: 
 
18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.  
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be 
quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the 
anger of man does not produce the righteousness of 
God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant 
wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls.  
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22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the 
word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently 
at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself 
and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 
25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but 
a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.  
 
This is God’s Word.  Please be seated.   
 
Let’s Pray. 
 

 
Today’s sermon is like reading a book on how to read a 
book!1 It may seem funny to listen to a sermon on how to 
listen to sermon, but when you consider that most of us 
will listen to well over 5,000 sermons or Bible lessons in 
our life,2 it’s probably worth taking one hour to learn how 
God desires us to listen to the public teaching of His 
Word. 
 
Recently I’ve had the privilege of rereading Ken Ramey’s 
book called Expository Listening3…and much of today’s 
message is taken from this book.  In fact, if you’re onsite 
today, every household is encouraged to take a 
complimentary copy for yourself off the table in the back 
of the Family Center.  If you’re online, simply request the 

 
1 C.f. the classic guide to intelligent reading called, How to Read a Book by 

Mortimer J. Adler and Charles Van Doren, © 1972. 
2 If you start regular church attendance when you are 20 years old, and 

average listening to two Bible lessons or sermons a week, and you die when 

you are 70 years old, you will have been exposed to 5,200 sermons/lessons!  
3 Expository Listening: A Handbook for Hearing and Doing God’s Word, 

by Ken Ramey, published by Kress Publishing, © 2010. 

book in the comments, and we will joyfully get a copy to 
you.  We want to do whatever we can to equip each of 
you to become better listeners of God’s Word. 
 
After all, when you stop and think about it… God’s Word 
says much more about how we listen to sermons than it 
says about how to preach sermons!  And yet I would 
have to confess that my approach to hearing a sermon is 
much more casual than my approach to giving a sermon.  
Why is this true for all of us, when God’s Word says 
much more about how we listen to sermons than it says 
about how to preach them? 
 
Jesus taught a parable about a sower and four different 
kinds of soils to illustrate four different kinds of listening 
to God’s Word.4  Jesus often cried out, He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear.5 The church at Thessalonica was 
commended for how they received Paul’s preaching, not 
as the word of men, but as what it really is, the word of 
God.6  2 Timothy 4 warns those who turn away [tickled] 
ears from the truth,7 and the passage we just read from 
James chapter 1 urges us to not be a hearer who 
forgets, but a doer who acts… one who receives with 
meekness the implanted Word, which is able to save 
your souls.8 
 

4 Matthew 13:3-23; Mark 4:3-25; Luke 8:5-18 
5 Matthew 11:15; 13:9, 43; Mark 4:9, 23; Luke 8:8; 14:35; c.f. Revelation 

2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 13:9 
6 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
7 2 Timothy 4:1-2 
8 James 1:25, 21 
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In fact, both the Old and New Testaments teach that 
Your life depends on how you listen to God’s Word. 
 
Let that statement soak in for a moment.  Does it seem a 
bit over-dramatic?  Is it right to approach every sermon 
as if it’s a matter of life and death? 
 
Well let’s dig into God’s Word to discover the answer 
together.  Certainly, listening to a sermon involves more 
than just paying attention.   
 
The Scriptures are clear that, 
 

 
9 This entire section is a summary of pages 11-23 in Expository Listening, 

by Ken Ramey. 
10 Hebrews 1:1-2 

 
God designed preaching for your life.9  
 
Last Sunday 2 Timothy 3 reminded us that God Himself 
has spoken to us.10  He has breathed out living words 
which are completely sufficient for our salvation and our 
sanctification.11   
 
This means the Bible in your lap or on your device is the 
very words of God!12  Whatever the Bible says is what 
God says. Whenever God’s Word is faithfully taught, it is 
God Himself speaking to you even more than the human 
mouthpiece!13 
 
So often we forget this when we roll out of bed late on a 
Sunday morning, and mumble to ourselves – I hope the 
preacher keeps me awake today.  We forget that biblical 
preaching is conveying the words of our living God 
Himself!  Thus saith the Lord!   
 
In all our pride and worldliness, we often forget that, 

11 2 Timothy 3:15-17 
12 2 Peter 1:20-21 
13 John 14:24; Acts 13:7, 44; 1 Corinthians 14:24-25 
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God commands us to live by His Word. 
 
We wrongly believe satisfaction in life comes through our 
own hard work. 
 
But both Moses and Jesus taught, man does not live by 
bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes 
from the mouth of the Lord.14 God spoke through the 
prophet Isaiah saying, Why do you spend your money for 
that which is not bread, and your labor for that which 
does not satisfy?  … Incline your ear, and come to me; 
hear, that your soul may live!15  
 
God commands us to live by obedience to His Word! 
 
In John chapter 5, Jesus taught that only those who 
believe His word and obey it will pass from death to life.16  
Only obedience to God’s word brings blessing and life to 
our souls.17 

 
14 Deuteronomy 8:3; c.f. Matthew 4:4 and Luke 4:4 
15 Isaiah 55:2-3 
16 John 5:24-25; c.f. 9:27 
17 Deuteronomy 4:1, 8:3, 6:24, 30:19-20; Isaiah 51:4, 55:10-11; Matthew 

7:24ff; John 6:63, 68 
18 Genesis 2:16-17; 3:1-6 

And that’s the problem… since, 
 

 
We all fail to listen to and obey God’s Word. 
 
From our first parents18 until today, every one of us has 
disobeyed God’s words.  We’ve all failed to listen to 
biblical teaching the way God requires.   
 
One of the consequences of sin is that our hearts now 
operate on a different “radio frequency” than our holy 
God.  It’s as if God is speaking to us on an AM radio 
channel, while sin wires our heart to only receive FM 
transmissions.19  Sin darkens spiritual understanding so 
that now whenever God speaks, all we hear is static!20 
 
This is why unbelievers find biblical preaching boring, or 
infuriating, or just plain foolish.21 For Psalm 58 says that 
from birth unbelievers are like deaf cobras who cover 
their ears.22  Dead ears cannot hear words of life.23  The 

19 This excellent illustration is from Ramey, Expository Listening, 16. 
20 Ephesians 4:18; c.f. Matthew 13:13; Hebrew 5:11 
21 1 Corinthians 1:18; c.f. Romans 3:11 
22 Psalm 58:3-5 
23 Ephesians 2:1-3; c.f. Jeremiah 6:10, 17 
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reason why you do not hear [God’s Words] is that you 
are not of God, Jesus taught in John 8.24 Spiritually 
speaking, we are all hearing impaired.25   
 
But here’s some great news, 
 

 
God gives believers His Spirit so we can hear and obey 
His Word. 
 
Through faith in the Lord Jesus,26 God’s Spirit causes a 
soul to be born again and receive a new heart—a 
spiritual cochlear implant so to speak—so that now the 
heart understands and loves God’s word!27 
 
The Spirit of truth miraculously helps deaf souls 
understand all that our Heavenly Father has said,28 so 
that we might understand the [truths] freely given us by 
God.29 

 
24 John 8:47, c.f. verse 43 as well 
25 1 Corinthians 2:14; c.f. Romans 8:7-8; Isaiah 1:2-3 
26 Ephesians 1:13 
27 Titus 3:5; c.f. Hebrews 4:2 
28 John 16:12-15; 1 John 2:27 
29 1 Corinthians 2:11-12 
30 2 Timothy 3:15; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23 

O thank God for His Spirit!   
 
God gives life by His Word30…but sin has hardened our 
hearts so that we reject God’s Word.31 So God sent 
Jesus… to die to satisfy His wrath against our sin,32 so 
that through His resurrection33 the Spirit of Jesus Himself 
might restore our souls from the inside out,34 and make 
us love and obey His words again.35 
  

 
And in this way, God gives real life (both now and 
forever) to all who listen to and obey His Word.  By the 
power of His Spirit, the preaching of God’s Word is a 
refreshing stream of life for all the redeemed! 
 
Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep 
it!36  O how happy are souls who have been born again 
by the Spirit of our Living God, so that we can now 
understand and love the preaching of God’s Words.   

31 Deuteronomy 8:20; 1 Samuel 12:15; Jeremiah 5:21, 7:24; Acts 7:51 
32 Romans 1:18, 3:25, 5:9; 1 John 2:2 
33 John 16:7 
34 John 3:5, 14:26; c.f. Ezekiel 36:25-27; Acts 2:38 
35 John 14:15-17; 1 Peter 1:8-9 
36 Luke 11:28 
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Dear church, we must never forget that God has 
designed preaching for our life! The life that hears and 
obeys God’s Word is satisfied and fulfilled – both in this 
life and in eternity.   
 

 
Therefore, we ought to prepare well before we hear a 

sermon.  Once I recognize that my satisfaction in life – 

both now and forever – is dependent upon how I hear 

and obey God’s words, then I should seriously prepare 

myself to receive His preaching. 

 

Just as we expect preachers to prepare well before 

giving a sermon, so likewise we have a biblical 

responsibility to prepare the soil of our hearts to receive 

the implanted word.37 

 

 
37 C.f. James 1:21 
38 Matthew 13:3-23; Mark 4:3-25; Luke 8:5-18; c.f. the sermon entitled, 

“Think like a Farmer” preached at NCBC on June 14, 2020 from Matthew 

13:1-23. 
39 Romans 1:18; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Hebrews 3:13 

Do you remember Jesus’ parable of the soils?38 Jesus 

used four kinds of soil to illustrate how, 

 
We hear His Word with our heart, not just our ears. 
 
The hardened soil on the path represented a stubborn, 
unreceptive heart.39  The rocky soil represented a 
shallow, superficial heart of the fair-weather Christian.40  
The weedy soil represented the worldly strangled heart 
who allows worry and wealth to choke out God’s Word.41   
 
Only the good soil represented those who were saved… 
those with soft and receptive hearts that love and obey 
God’s Word,42 and bear fruit for the glory of God.43 
 
Therefore, the most necessary and basic preparation you 
must have before a sermon is faith in Jesus as your 
Savior and King.  Unless you are born again by the Spirit 
of God, your heart can never receive God’s Word and 
bear the intended fruits of repentance. 

40 I.e. the “so-called brother” of 1 Corinthians 5:11; 1 John 2:19 
41 Matthew 6:24-25; 1 Timothy 6:9-10; 2 Timothy 4:10; 1 John 2:15-16 
42 James 1:22-25 
43 Matthew 3:8, 7:16; John 15:8; Galatians 5:22-23 
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Let’s not race past this point.  If you generally find biblical 
sermons boring and foolish, examine your soul to see 
whether or not you are truly trusting in Jesus for your 
salvation.44  The most necessary preparation for listening 
to God’s word is laying your life down in submission to 
King Jesus. Has your soul been made new through faith 
in the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus for 
you?  Do you believe that life is found in Christ alone? 
 
For those who are born again, I will now offer 9 brief 
suggestions for how to prepare your heart before a 
sermon.  These are ways to break up your fallow 
ground45 and prepare yourself for receiving God’s Word. 
We don’t have time today to explain all of these 
suggestions fully; so again, I highly recommend that you 
read the book Expository Listening, to help better explain 
each of these practical tips.  
 

 

 
44 2 Corinthians 13:5 
45 Jeremiah 4:3; Hosea 10:12 
46 Psalm 1:1-3 
47 Ephesians 6:19-20; Colossians 4:3-4; 2 Thessalonians 3:1 
48 Philip G. Ryken, “How to Listen to a Sermon”, 

https://www.reformation21.org/articles/how-to-listen-to-a-sermon.php  

First, there’s no better way for Christians to prepare to 
receive the public ministry of God’s Word than through 
regularly feeding on God’s Word in private.  Read God’s 
Word daily, delight in the Law of the Lord day and night,46 
so that when you hear the Word preached it’s already 
familiar to you. And if the preacher does a bad job for 
some reason, you’re able to preach the selected 
Scriptures even more earnestly to yourself! 
 
Also pray for Sunday’s sermon throughout the week. 
Pray that God will open wide your heart so that you can 
receive His Word with faith and glad submission.  Pray 
for the preacher’s boldness, clarity, and power.47  One 
pastor said we generally get what we pray for when it 
comes to preaching.48 
 
Next James 1:21 teaches that we must put aside all 
filthiness and rampant wickedness before we receive 
God’s word, because unconfessed sin is like ear-wax that 
dulls your hearing.49  So confess your sins to God, and 
pursue peace with everyone as much as is in your 
power,50 before you come under the preaching of God’s 
Word.51  How would God’s people be purified through 
preaching if the clods of their heart were first broken in 
repentance? 
 
Another practical way to prepare before a sermon is to 
reduce your media intake during the week. Most of us 
now consume over 9 hours of visual media every day!52  

49 Literally, the word “filthiness” in James 1:21 comes from the medical 

word for “earwax.”  C.f. Expository Listening, 91. 
50 Matthew 5:23-24, 18:15-17; Romans 12:18 
51 C.f. 1 Peter 2:1-2 
52 Expository Listening, 42. 

https://www.reformation21.org/articles/how-to-listen-to-a-sermon.php
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And this conditions us to become passive, lazy, and 
critical viewers, rather than hearers and doers.  Discipline 
your listening skills during the week, so Sunday morning 
is not the only time you listen with concentration in your 
life. 
 
Which relates to the next suggestion, to plan ahead and 
schedule your week around Sunday’s preaching.  Since 
God designed the preaching of His Word to be a 
significant source of life to you on the first day of each 
week, prioritize your schedule around it.  Go to bed early 
on Saturday nights. Plan ahead to avoid showing up 
frazzled, frustrated, and distracted on Sunday morning. 
 
Understanding the life-giving priority of preaching for your 
soul will also ensure that you attend church 
consistently.53 As we’ve all learned by living through this 
pandemic together, our souls quickly begin spiritual 
atrophy when we are not consistently gathering together 
with others for spiritual worship. 
 
Arrive to hear a sermon with a spirit of eager anticipation, 
expecting God to speak to you for your transformation.54  
Expect that you are going to hear life-giving words from 
your Creator, which when obeyed, will bring you deeper 
into the experience of His eternal life in Christ! 
 
Proactively fight distractions by sitting as far up front as 
possible, taking advantage of the nursery and children’s 
ministries where possible, and actively engaging with 
every part of the worship.  

 
53 Hebrews 10:23-25 
54 Psalm 119:18 
55 Colossians 3:16 
56 In the context, James 1:19-20 are not first verses about interpersonal 

In other words, before the preaching begins, make sure 
you are already worshiping wholeheartedly.  Sing 
enthusiastically concentrating on the lyrics you are 
singing to God and to others.55  Follow along in your own 
Bible when Scripture is read. Listen actively to the 
prayers, affirming with amens and/or nodding of your 
head.   
 
For these are all practical ways you till up your heart 
soil… in preparation to receive God’s life-giving words.   
 
Now of course, since God designed preaching to give 
you life, you must not only prepare well before a sermon, 
but also, 
 

 
listen well during a sermon. 

Our Scripture reading from James 1 urged us to be quick 
to hear God’s Word,56 so let me offer 3 practical 
suggestions for how to listen well during a sermon. 

communication, but rather instructions about how we respond to Divine 

revelation!  Verse 18 refers to God’s word, and verse 21 refers to God’s 

word…so these verses are instructing believers under trial (context of vv. 

12-17) to not resist or become angry about God’s undesirable revelation in 
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First, Seek to encourage the preacher with obvious 
attentiveness.  Maintain eye contact, smile, nod or say 
“amen” if you agree with what is being said, etc.   
 
This is important since preaching is a partnership.  The 
glory of God in preaching is a joint venture between the 
preacher and the listeners.   
 
The preacher is like the pitcher in baseball, and the 
listener is like the catcher.  The responsibility of a sermon 
fulfilling God’s intended purpose in your life is a 
partnership between you and the preacher.  So as much 
as possible, stay connected with the preacher during a 
sermon. 
 

 
their lives, rather they are to put off their sinfulness and be doers of God’s 

Word in humble obedience.  
57 2 Timothy 4:2-4 
58 Galatians 2:14 

 
Second, as you actively listen, Focus on the content 
more than the style.  In our media-saturated culture, it’s 
easy to develop the itching-ears of 2 Timothy 457 which 
desire to just be emotionally entertained. 
 
Instead, during a sermon ask yourself, Is the true 
meaning of Scripture being taught?  What do other 
Scriptures say about this same thing?  Is this teaching in 
step with God’s gospel?58  Remember, God holds you 
responsible to test the spirit59of every sermon you hear, 
to make sure that you are still abiding in the teaching of 
Christ.60 So during a sermon, imitate the believers at 
Berea in Acts 17 who were constantly searching the 
Scriptures together to make sure that Paul’s and Silas’ 
sermons were biblically accurate.61 
 

59 1 Thessalonians 5:20-21; 1 John 4:1; c.f. Job 34:3-4; 1 Corinthians 14:29-

33  
60 2 John 1:7-11; c.f. Deuteronomy 13:1-5 
61 Acts 17:11 
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Another way to listen well during a sermon is to take 
notes, especially related to how God is calling you to 
change.  Writing notes concentrates your listening, and 
helps you remember the key takeaways.  Since God’s 
Word is living,62 God may use the same sermon in many 
different ways across an entire congregation.  So listen 
carefully for how God’s Spirit is applying His Word to you.  
Try to write down at least one way God is calling you to 
change your beliefs or your behaviors.  
 
If possible, I encourage taking notes right in your Bible—
the pages aren’t holy, the message is!  So underline, 
circle, write notes in the margins about how God is 
speaking to you through His living Word. 
 
These are just three practical suggestions for how to 
listen well during a sermon. But remember, James 1 
teaches that if we only hear the word, but don’t do it, we 
deceive ourselves.63 
 
So perhaps what is most important for our souls is,  
 

 
62 Hebrews 4:12 

 
How we respond after a sermon.  

After all, the purpose of preaching is not information, but 
transformation for the glory of God.  Too many listeners 
expect the preacher to do all the work for them, and they 
can’t figure out why they experience so little growth after 
hearing so many sermons. 
 
But a sermon is not finished until its biblical message has 
been obeyed by faith in Jesus by the power of His Spirit.  
In the words of James 1:21, God’s Word must be 
received with meekness.  Literally this means to, 
 

 

63 James 1:23 
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Humbly receive God’s Word with joy.  

To welcome God and His Word as a beloved guest; to be 
warm and hospitable towards the preaching of God’s 
truth.   
 
Because here’s the reality: the preaching of God’s Word 
is like sunshine.64  The same sunshine will either melt 
butter, or harden clay.  In the same way, the preaching of 
God’s word will either change you more into 
Christlikeness, or it will harden your deception and 
increase your accountability on judgment day.65  
 
Therefore, after a sermon you must, 
 

 
Immediately act upon God’s Word with the obedience of 
faith.66  Out of love for God, and in full dependence upon 
His Spirit, be a doer who acts, not a hearer who forgets.67   
 
Be careful not to get up from your seat at the conclusion 
of a sermon before you’ve prayerfully considered how 

 
64 I’m thankful to Ken Ramey for this illustration in Expository Listening, 

98. 
65 Luke 12:48; James 4:17 
66 Romans 1:5; 16:26 

God is calling you to respond.  If you need to take time to 
pray or journal a bit, please do so before Satan snatches 
away then conviction.  
 
Because… listen carefully…Biblically speaking, listening 
is obeying.68  In God’s mind, hearing and obeying are the 
same thing!  
 
We must repent of approaching sermons like we are 
auditing a class.  Knowing the meaning of a Scripture 
passage is only the beginning of a sermon.  Bible 
knowledge apart from obedience just makes us proud.69  
The sermon is not complete until the Scriptures bear the 
fruit of Jesus’ work in our beliefs and behaviors.70 
 
And of course, this is a lifelong process of progressive 
sanctification that God has designed to happen in the 
context of a gospel community.  That’s why part of a 
godly response to a sermon is to, 
 

 
Share what God is teaching you with others. 

67 James 1:25 
68 Exodus 15:26; Deuteronomy 6:3-6; Luke 6:47, 8:21, 11:28 
69 1 Corinthians 8:1 
70 John 17:17 
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If you thank the preacher for the sermon, share 
specifically how you desire to apply God’s Word in your 
life. If you have lunch with other people on Sundays, 
make it a habit to share what is God teaching you from 
the sermon.  
 
Plug into a life group that offers you a safe gospel 
community where Christ-followers walk in the light,71 
confess their sins to one another,72 and pray for one 
another to bear the fruits of repentance and faith in our 
daily lives and relationships.73 
 
All these suggestions are just practical ways to help you 
respond well after a sermon.  After all,  
 

 
Your life depends on how you listen to God’s Word. 
 
Every time God’s Word is publicly proclaimed, souls are 
either more accountable for judgment or more 
transformed into the glories of Christ. There is no neutral 
ground!  Therefore, may we carefully prepare for, listen 

 
71 1 John 1:7 
72 James 5:16 

to, and respond to biblical sermons…all for the joyful 
glory of our God! 
 

 
Let’s pray. 
 

<<Take My Life and Let It Be>> 
 
Let’s pray our benediction together as we dismiss. 
 

 
 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
2 Corinthians 13:14  

73 Acts 19:18; Philippians 4:5; Hebrews 3:13-14, 10:24-25 
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Recommended Resources on How to Listen to a 
Sermon: 

 

• Deuteronomy 8:3 

• Joshua 1:8 

• 1 Samuel 3:9 

• Ecclesiastes 5:1-2 

• Jeremiah 4:3; 6:10, 17 

• Ezekiel 33:30-32 

• Matthew 7:24-27; 11:15; 13:10-13 

• Luke 8:4-21; 11:28 

• John 8:43, 47; 13:17 

• Acts 13:7, 44; 17:11 

• Romans 10:14-17 

• 1 Corinthians 14:24-25 

• 1 Thessalonians 2:13 

• 2 Timothy 4:1-4  

• Hebrews 3:7-13; 5:11-14 

• James 1:19-25 

• 1 Peter 2:1-2 
 

• https://www.reformation21.org/articles/how-to-listen-to-a-
sermon.php 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/7-ways-to-become-
a-better-sermon-listener/ 

• https://blog.tms.edu/the-art-of-enjoying-an-expository-sermon 

• https://creation.com/human-ear  
  

• “Think Like a Farmer” sermon on June 14, 2020 
from Matthew 13:1-23  
 

• Expository Listening, Ken Ramey 

• Listen Up!, Christopher Ash 

• Be Careful How You Listen, Jay Adams  

• The Family at Church, Joel Beeke 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions   
This week’s questions have been taken from Ken Ramey’s 
excellent book, Expository Listening: 

 

1. Read Psalm 58:3-5, John 8:43,47; Romans 3:11, 8:7-

8; and 1 Corinthians 1:18, 2:14. How has sin affected 

our ability to hear and obey God’s Word? 

 

2. Read Deuteronomy 8:3, 30:19-20; Isaiah 55:2-3; John 

5:24-25, 6:63, 68.  What is the connection in these 

verses between listening and your life here on earth, 

as well as your eternal destiny?   

 

3. Read Matthew 6:24-25; 1 Timothy 6:9-10; 1 John 

2:15-16.  What are some of the trials, temptations, 

persecutions, or worldly things that have or could 

potentially strangle your relationship with Christ?   

 

4. How has your media intake diminished your ability to 

listen to and live out biblical preaching?  What is the 

difference between watching TV and hearing a 

sermon? 

 

5. What tends to distract you from staying focused while 

listening to the sermon?  What are some practical 

ways you can fight against those distractions?  

 

6. As you listened to this sermon, what was one thing in 

your life that you saw needs to change?  What must 

you do to change?  What is the first step you need to 

take?  When and where will you start? 

https://www.reformation21.org/articles/how-to-listen-to-a-sermon.php
https://www.reformation21.org/articles/how-to-listen-to-a-sermon.php
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/7-ways-to-become-a-better-sermon-listener/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/7-ways-to-become-a-better-sermon-listener/
https://blog.tms.edu/the-art-of-enjoying-an-expository-sermon

