Christians and Politics
Selected Scriptures - NCBC, January 17, 2021
Main Point: Fear not, little flock. (Luke 12:32)
•

Isaiah 40:9-17
o Remember God is our all-powerful Shepherd (11)
o No government can hinder God’s purposes (15-17)

•

Romans 13:1-7
o All government is appointed by God (1-2)
o God judges whoever resist His appointed leaders (2, 5)

•

1 Samuel 12:19-25
o Human leaders are always sinful (19)
o Fear God not government (20-21, 24)
o God will never forsake His people (22)

•

Psalm 146:1-10
o Do not put your trust in human leaders (3-4)
o Trust God for ultimate social reform (7-9)

•

1 Timothy 2:1-3, 8
o Social rest comes by prayer for leaders (1-2)
o Holy prayer is a cure for angry hearts (8)

•

Titus 3:1-8
o Grace trains us to submit to unsaved rulers (1)
o God forbids us speaking evil of anyone (2)

•

1 Peter 2:9-17, 22-25
o Our greatest war is against our own sinful desires (11)
o Submitting to sinful leaders is a matter of witness (12, 15)

Opening Announcements:
•

Sanctity of Life Presentation by Shelley Hauter from Living
Alternatives Pregnancy Center in Pekin, IL. Today we have an
opportunity to give an exit offering to help support this Godglorifying Gospel work in our backyard.

<<He Will Hold Me Fast>>

That song is a powerful confession of faith for hearts in
distress. Church, it is so good to sing out humble
dependence with you!!
Today we continue our special January series on Key
Spiritual Topics:

Application: Trust God while you pray, honor,
submit, and serve.
Page 1a of 18

Page 1b of 18

Every January we focus on important matters of basic
Christianity or contemporary issues that our leaders
believe could strengthen our love for Jesus.
So already we’ve been taught the sufficiency of God’s
Word, and the importance of reading it and hearing it
preached.
Now today we focus on the timely matter of Christians
and Politics. Admittedly this is not a sermon you’d expect
to hear on Sanctity of Life Sunday, and yet the fact that
God creates every soul is directly relevant to how
Christians relate to all people – whether it is the unborn in
the womb, pregnant mothers, or the policymakers in our
government. The biblical doctrine of the sanctity of life
teaches that every politician is created in God’s image,
and therefore worthy of honor and respect – no matter
their moral character. Because every human bears the
image of God our Creator.1
You see, Christians are woefully inconsistent in how we
apply the doctrine of the Sanctity of life, aren’t we? We
rightly concern ourselves for the lives of the unborn, while
we sinfully tear down the lives of those who are already
living, but disagree with us in some way.
So today I want to renew us with God’s life-giving
words…not my words. Because when it comes to
politics, I have my own biases and preferences. But my
thoughts are not what we need to hear. Instead, we all
need a spiritual bath in God’s Word, so that we can hear
the Savior gently say,

1

Fear not, little flock.
As I’ve watched us navigate our culture’s evil in recent
months… I’ve become burdened like a shepherd who
looks over his flock and sees the sheep in distress. Some
are in frantic panic. Some are biting one another. Some
are cowering in fright. I sense much anxiety, despair,
anger, fear, and unbelief among us. And so today, with
great humility and love for you, I invite you, Come here
precious lambs. Come and hear our Savior say,
Fear not, little flock.
Let’s renew our minds with God’s thoughts about
government and politics. And here’s our approach today:
First, we’re going to pray and ask God for soft hearts that
will truly love and obey His Word.
Then we’re going to read 7 passages of Scripture that all
directly teach how God’s children should think and act in
today’s political climate. Of course this message cannot
answer every question we have about how Christians

Genesis 1:27; 5:1-2
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should practically engage in politics. We don’t have time
today to study Joseph,2 Esther,3 Nehemiah,4 Daniel5, or
John the Baptist’s6 involvement in politics, or even Paul’s
exercise of his civil rights.7 Instead we are focused on
God’s transcendent and timeless truths that when
understood and obeyed, will transform every expression
of political involvement we could ever pursue – no matter
whether we live in a democracy or a monarchy.
After reading each Scripture, I will highlight some
relevant principles clearly taught by the Text. And in this
way, God will renew our minds, restore our souls, purify
our hope, and fuel our faith in our eternal hope.

The proper place to begin any study of politics is focusing
first on God. For it is God’s eternal and all-powerful reign
that is foundational to every human expression of
government. So our first Scripture to consider is, Isaiah
chapter 40 where we’ll read verses 9-17.
Since we are going to be reading several different
Scriptures today, we are not going to stand for the
reading as we normally do. Instead, I’ll invite you to read
portions of each Scripture with me aloud.

So are you ready for God’s Word to wash your soul, and
transform you more into the likeness of His Son?

I’ll put the ESV translation of the Scriptures on our
screen, so you may read aloud with me the bold,
underlined words. In this way, our hearts will stay
focused on what we are reading to receive God’s word
with humility and joy.

If so, please pray with me.

So let’s begin now reading together Isaiah 40, starting in
verse 9. Please join me in reading the underlined words
as I get to them:

2

5

3

6

Genesis 41:40-44, 42:6
Esther 2:17, 22; 4:14
4
Nehemiah 1:11
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Daniel 2:48-49; 5:29; 6:1-3
Matthew 14:4
7
Acts 22:25-29; 25:11
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9

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good
news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem,
herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities
of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD
comes with might, and His arm rules for Him; behold, His
reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him. 11
He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He will gather
the lambs in His arms; He will carry them in His bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young. …
... 15 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a
bucket, and are accounted as the dust on the scales;
behold, He takes up the coastlands like fine dust.
16 Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts
enough for a burnt offering. 17 All the nations are as
nothing before Him, they are accounted by Him as less
than nothing and emptiness.
Now precious flock, what is God’s Spirit teaching you?
… 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His
hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed
the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the
mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? 13 Who
has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man
shows Him his counsel? 14 Whom did He consult, and
who made Him understand? Who taught Him the path of
justice, and taught Him knowledge, and showed Him the
way of understanding? ...

Look back at verse 11, and

Remember God is our all-powerful Shepherd (11)
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Today you may be hurting, or confused, or scared. But, if
your soul has been saved by God’s grace you can say,
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not lack anything I
need.8

<<Use a dropper to place one drop of water into hand>>
Here’s the entire government of the North Korea from
God’s perspective… totally unable to hinder the
intentions of our all-powerful Shepherd.

We have a heavenly Shepherd who is all-powerful, his
arm rules with might,…He balanced all the seas with the
mountains so that our planet never departs from His
intended orbit. He is stronger and wiser than any human
He created. So fear not little flock! He promises to lead
you, carry you, and bring you safely home to your eternal
reward.

Verse 15 says the nations are like dust on the scales.
So here’s an electronic scale…. And here’s an old
cassette tape that was collecting dust in our church attic.

Then do you see verses 15-17?

You see, while governments and nations seem allimportant to us… we must remember who is truly in
control. Human governments are no hindrance at all to
God’s eternal purposes.

<<Blow the dust off the cassette onto the scale>>
That’s our nation… it doesn’t even register on the scale!

So do not be afraid, little flock. Listen to God’s Word.
Now, since the nations are so small in God’s eyes, why
have human government at all?
For that we turn to Romans 13. Please open to Romans
13, and let’s read the first seven verses together.
No government can hinder God’s purposes (15-17)
What are the nations like, in verse 15? The nations of
Iran, and China, and America seem quite significant to
sheep, don’t they? But God says,
The nations are like a drop from a bucket…
8

Psalm 23:1
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For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be
in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also
for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you
also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of
God, attending to this very thing. …

Again please read aloud the underlined portions:
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.
For there is no authority except from God, and those
that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.
3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority?
Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, …

… 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom
taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed,
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor
is owed.
Amen. So what are you learning from Romans 13?
In verses 1 and 2 we see,

… 4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain.
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God judges whoever resists His appointed leaders (2, 5)
Just like God appointed Pharaoh,9 Cyrus,10
Nebuchadnezzar,11 Esther,12 all the kings of the divided
kingdom, Pilate13 and Nero,14 … God likewise has
appointed Joe Biden to be our President. Therefore, all
of God’s children across all time – regardless of what
kind of government we live under – are called to submit
to whomever God appoints as our human leaders, out of
ultimate submission to God Himself.
All government is appointed by God (1-2)
In the context, Paul writes this during the evil reign of the
Roman emperor Nero. So dear flock, whether you are
excited or terrified for our new administration…
understand all government – regardless of its moral
character – is appointed by God.
Therefore, notice the warning in verses 2 and 5:

How is your soul responding to Romans 13?
Now of course, you might wonder if God expects us to
submit to leaders that are evil? And for that answer we
turn to 1 Samuel chapter 12.
You might remember from 1 Samuel chapter 8 that
God’s people rejected God as their king, and instead
demanded Samuel give them a king so that they could be
like all the other nations and have someone to fight their
battles!15
Samuel warned that human kings will always be selfish,
and take, take, take from their people.16 But the people
persisted, and in judgment, God gave them Saul as king.
So now, in 1 Samuel chapter 12, the people return to
Samuel after experiencing King Saul’s wickedness. Let’s
start reading in verse 19 of 1 Samuel chapter 12:

9

13

10

14

Romans 9:17
Isaiah 45:1
11
Daniel 1:2; 2:21, 37-38; c.f. 4:34-37
12
Esther 2:17, 22; 4:14
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John 19:11
Romans 13:1-2; 1 Peter 2:17
15
1 Samuel 8:4-7, 20-21
16
1 Samuel 8:11-18
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far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by
ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good
and the right way. 24 Only fear the LORD and serve him
faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great
things He has done for you. 25 But if you still do
wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your
king.”
So first realize this, loved ones:
And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your
servants to the LORD your God, that we may not die, for
we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for
ourselves a king.” 20 And Samuel said to the people,
“Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not
turn aside from following the LORD, but serve the
LORD with all your heart. 21 And do not turn aside after
empty things that cannot profit or deliver, for they
are empty. …
19

Human leaders are always sinful (19)
It doesn’t matter if its David or Saul, or Trump or Biden…
male or female or republican or democrat… all human
leaders are sinful. So adjust your expectations
appropriately, and be careful where you place your hope.
Human leaders are horrible substitutes for God Himself.
Then notice how Samuel urges the people in verses 2021 to,
… 22 For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his
great name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to
make you a people for himself. 23 Moreover, as for me,
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This focus on trusting God more than sinful leaders is
reinforced in Psalm 146, so let’s quickly consider that
Psalm now.

Fear God not government (20-21, 24)
So when your leaders are wicked, stay focused on
serving the Lord. Do not turn aside after empty things
like human leaders or campaign promises, for they are
powerless to deliver you.
Remember verse 22,

Psalm 146 reads this way:
Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing
praises to my God while I have my being. 3 Put not your
trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no
salvation. 4 When his breath departs, he returns to the
earth; on that very day his plans perish. 5 Blessed is
he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD his God, 6 Who made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, Who keeps faith forever; …

God will never forsake His people (22)
Dear flock… our anxiety has betrayed our idolatry. So
refocus today on what great things our Lord has done for
your soul … and keep fearing the Lord. He will not
forsake us.
Page 9a of 18
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… 7 Who executes justice for the oppressed, Who gives
food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts
up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the
righteous. 9 The LORD watches over the sojourners; He
upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the
wicked He brings to ruin. 10 The LORD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD!

Do not put your trust in human leaders (3-4)
Politicians make horrible saviors. Do you see how
Psalm 146 teaches that the plans of human leaders are
unable to bring about lasting change for society’s good?
Instead in verses 7-9, the Psalmist urges us to,

Amen church! A proper understanding of the sovereignty
of God in politics enables God’s people to rejoice and
praise the Lord.
So take seriously the warning of verses 3-4:

Trust God for ultimate social reform (7-9)
It’s absolutely fascinating to recognize all the social policy
issues that are categorically placed under the power of
the Lord in these three verses:
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The Lord is the One who will ultimately end all
oppression of racism, and poverty, and drug addiction.
The Lord offers hope for the disabled and the
uneducated. The Lord is responsible to address
unemployment, mental illness, immigration, care for the
elderly, orphans, and criminal justice! All power for these
social reforms ultimately belongs to the Lord…not any
human prince!!
Therefore, do not fear little flock.
But, you may ask, doesn’t God want us to be involved in
politics? Don’t we have some biblical responsibility to
influence our nation for righteousness beyond mere
submission?
Absolutely! Please open 1 Timothy chapter 2.
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Listen carefully to see if you can hear your biblical
responsibility for political engagement from 1 Timothy
chapter 2, starting in verse 1:
1

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all
people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions,
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and
dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in
the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. ….
[verse 8,] 8 I desire then that in every place the men
should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or
quarreling;
Do you see what we are urged to do in verses 1 and 2?
Paul’s urging prayer for all people… especially all political
leaders.
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Holy prayer is a cure for angry hearts (8)
Sinful anger never brings about God’s righteousness.17
God is pleased when we act different than the world – as
His holy nation – prioritizing fervent prayer as our first
and most significant response to our political concerns.
Honestly examine your own soul today…are you obeying
1 Timothy 2?
Social rest comes by prayer for leaders (1-2)
Social rest does not come primarily by activism. There
are times when God’s people should vote, peacefully
protest, write letters, or engage in respectful debates
about social policies. But never before we have sincerely
prayed according to 1 Timothy 2, especially praying for
God to convert our leaders’ souls and grant them saving
grace.

Now turn just a few pages to the right, to Titus chapter
3, where we find the power for this kind of supernatural
holy living in the midst of our evil world.
At the end of Titus chapter 2, God’s grace appears
bringing salvation…training the lying and lazy Cretian
people18 to live holy in the midst of their very evil culture.
Then chapter 3 says this:

After all, verse 8 makes it clear that,

1

Remind them to be submissive to rulers and
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good
work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to
17

James 1:20
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Titus 1:12
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be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all
people. 3 For we ourselves were once foolish,
disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by
others and hating one another. …

Grace trains us to submit to unsaved rulers (1)

… 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God
our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal
of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified
by his grace we might become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.

It’s the grace of chapter 2:11 right before that enables
our mind to desire to line up under unsaved souls, so that
we would be known for our good works and good words.
Acts 5:29 gives the only exception for submission, and
that would be if our leader commanded us to sin. In such
cases, we ought to obey God rather than man. But
God’s grace trains us to submit to unsaved sinful rulers!
Did verse 2 stand out at all when we read it together?

Please don’t miss the profound hope of verse 1:
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God forbids us speaking evil of anyone – especially those
whom He has appointed as leaders over us.19
Of course, verse 2 includes our conversation with family,
friends, social media, and the media, wouldn’t it?
Speak evil of no one, avoid quarreling, be gentle, show
perfect courtesy toward all people.
Perhaps we should underline that word all?
Little flock… you don’t need to take responsibility for
judging other people’s sins. Listen, righteous outcomes
do not justify sinful means. For the Christian, the end
never justifies the means. God’s grace is training us to
become like Jesus…one gentle word at a time.
So do not fear little flock. Repent of your sinful speech,
and receive God’s transforming grace!

1 Peter 2, let’s begin reading at verse 9:
9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you
had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy. 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles
to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage
war against your soul. …

Finally please consider the powerful truths of 1 Peter
chapter 2 today.
In this final Scripture we learn how our salvation has
given us a new identity as God’s own people, and an
evangelistic purpose while living in this evil world:

19

Acts 23:5
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… 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable,
so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they
may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of
visitation. 13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every
human institution, whether it be to the emperor as
supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish
those who do evil and to praise those who do good. …

Our greatest war is against our own sinful desires, not
lost unbelievers who may or may not hold a political
office.
And then verse 13 gives the first way that God intends
for His own people to bring Him glory through their good
deeds before unbelievers. It’s submission to the evil
Nero! Do you see this in the text?
… 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you
should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.
16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as
a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the
emperor.
Let this sink in. This is how God thinks about us, and
how He wants us to respond to our current events.
As His people, verse 9 is clear that our purpose is to
share His glory with the sinful world. Therefore, don’t
miss verse 11, right? Because we must never forget
who our real enemy is.
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Verses 12 and 15 are clear enough: Submitting to sinful
leaders is a matter of our witness. Little flock, honor your
sinful political leaders and seek to do good for them.
This is God’s will for us.
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After all, God is using the pressures from our sinful
culture to make us more like His Son. And verse 22 tells
us how Jesus Himself responded to the injustice and evil
of the Roman government:

rule! We are now under the good care of our Heavenly
Shepherd.

Therefore, Fear not, little flock. (Luke 12:32)
Look at verse 22,
22

[Christ] committed no sin, neither was deceit found in
his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but
continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges justly.
24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree,
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His
wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying
like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd
and Overseer of your souls.

Hear the words of our God, and live! Repent of living like
unbelievers, and remember the mercy that God has
extended towards your own sin!
And then, as you live out your witness for our Messiah in
this dark and sin-cursed world,

Straying sheep act a lot like goats. And unfortunately, in
our culture, you often cannot tell much difference
between Christians and non-Christians in how they react
to our current events.
But little flock, we are now God’s children! Jesus died in
our place to pay for our sins, and set us free from selfPage 16a of 18

Trust God while you pray, honor, submit, and serve.
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There’s no reason to fear. Our future hope is secure in
His promises. We do not expect this world to satisfy us.
We don’t expect sinners to value righteousness.
Instead, let’s pray for our nation and our leaders. Let’s
honor them with our speech, let’s submit to their position
out of faith in the One who appointed them to that
position, and then let’s busy ourselves serving them by
doing good. We do good by paying our taxes, obeying as
far as our conscience allows, and sharing God’s love with
our neighbors however possible. For only a Spiritpowered life of prayer and love for lost sinners can
silence the ignorance of foolish people.20

Let’s pray our benediction together as we dismiss.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:14

Church, may we listen carefully to God’s Words, obey
them, and live! For since Jesus is our Shepherd, we
need not fear.
Let’s pray.
<<Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us>>

20

1 Peter 2:15
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Recommended Resources on Christians and Politics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 Samuel 8:7, 11-18; 12:19-25
Proverbs 14:35; 24:21-22
Isaiah 40:9-17, 22-23
Jeremiah 29:7
Matthew 14:3-4; 17:24-27; 22:20-21
John 18:36-37; 19:10-11
Acts 5:29; 22:25-29; 23:5
Romans 13:1-7
1 Corinthians 5:12-13
Philippians 2:14-15; 3:20-21
1 Timothy 2:1-3
Titus 3:1-8
1 Peter 2:9-17, 22-23

•
•

https://thecripplegate.com/how-to-pray-for-political-leaders/
https://www.biblicalcounselingcoalition.org/2021/01/15/achristians-response-to-politics/
https://www.desiringgod.org/labs/fear-god-not-the-government
https://radical.net/sermon/fear-god-not-government/
https://www.9marks.org/article/forum-how-to-shepherd-yourpeople-in-light-of-the-capitol-riot/

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Growing Deeper: Life Group Questions
1. Read 1 Timothy 2:1-3, 8. What is the relationship between your
prayer habits and anger? Share together how God has taught
you to pray faithfully for our civil leaders’ salvation.
2. Read 1 Peter 2:11-17. How can you tell if you are submitting to
human authority “for the Lord’s sake?”
3. Read 1 Peter 2:13-17, 2:18; 3:1-7; and 5:5. Define biblical
submission. When is it most difficult for you to submit to one of
God’s delegated authorities?
4. Read Romans 13:1-7. What are the two biblical reasons for
which God has appointed government? (c.f. 1 Peter 2:13)
5. Read Titus 3:1-7. How does the gospel transform the Christian’s
speech in regards to politics and civil leaders?

“Minding Your Political Manners” sermon on March
13, 2016 from Titus 3:1-8
“Evangelistic Citizens” sermon on June 3, 2018 from
1 Peter 2:13-17
Confronting Injustice without Compromising Truth,
Thaddeus Williams
A Gentle Answer, Scott Sauls
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