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Better than the American Dream 
Matthew 19:1-12 - NCBC, March 7, 2021 

 
Main Point: Jesus’ priorities are radically different 
than my family priorities.  
 

• The setting for this cross-driven discipleship (1-2) 
 

• God creates marriage for Gospel oneness (3-6) 
 

• God allows divorce only to limit sin (7-9) 
 

• Jesus values my oneness with God above all 
family relationships (10-12) 

 
Communion: Celebrate and pursue oneness with 
Jesus above your own family dreams!  
 

 
Opening Announcements:   
 

• March’s Recommended Resource of the Month is Gentle 
and Lowly, by Dane Ortlund. Complimentary copies are 
available for our church family in the Resource Center today. 
 

• We are thrilled to announce that we have a candidate for our 
Worship position planning an onsite visit in two weeks.  Blayke 
Weatherford will be here to lead our worship through music on 
Sunday March 21.  You will be receiving more introductory 
information about Blayke this week through email, but please 
start praying now for God’s leading on March 21, as we all are 
seeking God’s will in this important hire.  
 

• This Saturday Pastor Kevin will be teaching a Membership 
Class from 9am to 12 Noon.  Come discover why local church 
membership is such a joyful part of God’s design for your 
spiritual life on earth. 

 

<<Yet Not I but through Christ in Me>> 
 

 
It’s so good to behold King Jesus and realize that He is 
our life both now and forever.  May our souls be 
strengthened with the Gospel we’ve just sung together.  
 
As we prepare for our public Scripture reading, I invite 
you to open your copy of God’s Word to Matthew 
chapter 19. 
 
I again welcome those worshipping online or in our Extra 
Precautions Chapel.  For those online, please use the 
links alongside the livestream for fill-in-the-blank sermon 
notes, the preaching manuscript, and children’s coloring 
pages. At any time you may pause this video, print those 
files, and then rejoin our worship with those notes in front 
of you. 
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We are now approximately one month away from Easter!  
And in the weeks between now and April 4th, we want to 
help you invite your unchurched friends to celebrate His 
resurrection on Easter morning.   
 
Easter is a remarkable evangelistic opportunity.  Over the 
last year, we’ve been growing in the Art of Neighboring 
and trying to love our community better.  We’ve prayed 
for lost loved ones and engaged in more spiritual and 
gospel conversations than ever before.  So now, as our 
neighborhoods are waking up from a long COVID 
hibernation, and people are realizing more and more how 
isolated they have become, Easter 2021 offers us an 
opportunity to extend a sincere invitation to celebrate with 
us on April 4th.  
 
Most non-Christians in our culture are still open to 
attending a worship service on Christmas and Easter.  
They only need to be invited.  So let’s embrace this 
opportunity for the glory of God!   
 
Each week between now and Easter we are offering 
creative helps and ideas to encourage you to reach out 
and invite an unchurched friend to join you for worship on 
Easter Sunday.  We will we have plenty of onsite space 

available Easter morning to accommodate those who 
prefer to wear masks, and those who don’t.  Of course, if 
you have non-Christian friends who aren’t yet 
comfortable being around crowds, this Easter you might 
meet with them privately to watch the service online 
together. 
 
But you won’t know if your friend is willing to join you for 
Easter services if you don’t invite them.  So, this month 
please take advantage of our photo booth in the 
Commons to snap a picture and send it by text or email 
to your friends to invite them to join you. More creative 
helps will be introduced each week between now and 
Easter, so please begin praying about who you could 
invite today.   
 
By the end of this month, if you invite one person per 
week, you will have invited four different friends to join 
you for our Easter services!  And together, God will be 
glorified as His gospel is proclaimed and we live out our 
calling as His ambassadors to our world.   
 
Now today we turn our attention to Matthew 19, as we 
prepare to celebrate communion together at the end of 
today’s service.  God has much to teach us this morning 
about how His kingdom values are so much better than 
what we think is all-important to us. 
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So please stand for the public reading of God’s Word, as 
I read from Matthew 19, verse 1, in the English Standard 
Version:   

Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went 
away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea 
beyond the Jordan. 2 And large crowds followed him, and 
he healed them there.  

3 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by 
asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for any cause?” 
4 He answered, “Have you not read that he who created 
them from the beginning made them male and female, 
5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not 
man separate.” 7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses 
command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send 
her away?” 8 He said to them, “Because of your 
hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your 
wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say 
to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.”  

10 The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man 
with his wife, it is better not to marry.” 11 But he said to 
them, “Not everyone can receive this saying, but only 
those to whom it is given. 12 For there are eunuchs who 
have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who 
have been made eunuchs by men, and there are 
eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the 
sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able 
to receive this receive it.” 
 
This is the reading of God’s Word.   
 
Let’s Pray Together. 
 

 
I love expository preaching!  Expository preaching is that 
kind of preaching which seeks to expose or draw out the 
meaning of the text, and makes the point of the biblical 
text the point of the sermon.   
 
While expository preaching doesn’t require going verse-
by-verse through a passage, carefully walking through 
Scripture verse-by-verse, and tracing the arguments of 
the author through the surrounding context often provides 
insights that could not be seen if you only study a few 
verses standing by themselves.  
 
And this is certainly the case with the first twelve verses 
of Matthew 19.  Often these verses are extracted from 
the surrounding context and used to teach the biblical 
grounds for divorce and remarriage.  In fact, in 
September of 2019, I preached an entire sermon on “The 
Heart of Divorce” where I taught through these verses 
without paying much attention to the surrounding 
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context.1  And while I would highly recommend that 
sermon for specific questions about the topic of divorce, 
my study this week has added a whole depth of 
understanding to these verses that I want to share today.  
 

 
Remember last week Pastor Scott taught us about the 
humility of forgiveness from the last part of chapter 18.   
 
Now chapters 19-20 continue Matthew’s emphasis on 
the topsy-turvy values of Jesus’ kingdom.  In chapters 
19-20 Matthew presents 7 different interactions with 
Jesus that all happen during his final trip to Jerusalem.   
 
So let’s take a quick look at verses 1-2 to observe, 
 

 
1 C.f. “The Heart of Divorce” sermon dated 9-22-19 at NCBC.  

 

 
The setting for this cross-driven discipleship.   
 
Verse 1 begins,  Now when Jesus had finished [teaching 
chapter 18], he went away from Galilee and entered the 
region of Judea beyond the Jordan.  
 

 
Now we must understand this journey was A walk to the 
cross.  Jesus was leaving Galilee for the last time, and 
traveling south towards Jerusalem,2 where He would die 
a cruel death in the place of sinners like you and me.   

2 We know from Luke’s gospel that the Samaritans wouldn’t let Jesus pass 

through their territory (Luke 9:51-56), so Matthew highlights that Jesus had 

to enter the region of Judea from the east side, or beyond the Jordan river. 
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Everything Jesus does and says is now going to reflect 
this cross-centered mindset. But lest we think that a 
cross-driven life needs be joyless or withdrawn, verse 2 
says, 
 
Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.    
 
In other words, this journey was filled with Jesus’ 
 

 
Compassionate Works.  Jesus was continually serving 
the needy around Him.3  It didn’t matter if He was in 
Galilee or Judea, and it didn’t matter if He was 
surrounded by Gentiles or Jews. Jesus is God’s 
Shepherd for all who are harassed and helpless, and He 
sacrificially offers His supernatural power and 
compassion towards anyone with great personal needs. 
 
O bring your needs to Jesus this morning!  He is strong, 
and powerful, and a God of compassion and mercy!   
 
But note this as you come… in all His healing power, 
Jesus never wants us to get the wrong idea.   
 

 
3 C.f. 4:23; 9:35; 12:15; 15:29 

Jesus’ healing mercies always have a higher aim than 
just earthly happiness.  Jesus priorities are higher than 
our earthly comfort, ease, and prosperity. 
 
In fact, as Jesus is walking to His death serving the 
crowds with His compassion, He is teaching radically 
upside-down,  
 

 
Countercultural Words of Christian discipleship.  
 
He knows that neither the disciples nor the crowds really 
expect Him to die.  They are dreaming about an earthly 
kingdom.  They believe Jesus is going to enter Jerusalem 
as a triumphant earthly king.4  They believe Jesus will 
deliver them from all earthly pain, and suffering.   
 
Do you ever believe this same lie?  Do you ever think 
that Jesus is your personal genie who keeps you from 
becoming sick, or poor, or hurt in any way?  O we need 
to hear these countercultural words too, don’t we?  
 
Jesus didn’t come to give us earthly health, wealth, or 
power.  For Matthew now records seven teaching points 

4 C.f. Matthew 21:6-11 
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where Jesus emphasizes that His kingdom is not of this 
world.   
 
Jesus’ kingdom priorities are impossibly different from 
ours.  All 7 interactions in chapters 19-20 make the 
same point:  God’s kingdom values are topsy-turvy to our 
own earth-bound priorities.  
 
In other words, Jesus is teaching that His kingdom values 
are upside-down and better than the American Dream. 
 

 
Let me show you what I mean.  
 
If you look down the far-right column, you’ll be able to 
recognize how the “American Dream” values a happy 
marriage and family, social status and power, wealth and 
possessions, fairness and personal “rights,” health and 
physical life, honor and position, and strength and 
privilege.  Our culture constantly reinforces that these are 
the values which characterize “the best life now!” 
 
But notice these two chapters are teaching cross-shaped 
values which are radically countercultural to the 
American dream.   
 

God’s Kingdom prioritizes loyal devotion to God, childlike 
dependence, eternal life, grace and generosity, obedient 
submission, humble service, and mercy and compassion 
more than our own definitions of earthly success.   
 
So listen carefully for what Jesus is teaching on His way 
to the cross.  Chapters 19-20 are all making the same 
point.  Jesus’ priorities are radically different than the 
priorities of all other earthly kingdoms.      
 
Now hopefully you can understand why I don’t believe 
the primary point of verses 1-12 in chapter 19 are the 
technical grounds for biblical divorce.  Instead, the main 
point of this passage is, 
 

 
Jesus’ priorities are radically different than my family 
priorities. Jesus’ kingdom priorities for my marriage and 
family are topsy-turvy to my priorities for my marriage 
and family. 
 
Our dreams we have for our own marriage and family are 
often upside-down to Jesus’ kingdom values.   
 
Most often, we want our marriage and family to make us 
happy, don’t we?   
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After all, the American dream pictures every family in a 
house with a white picket fence, filled with several 
obedient children who all get straight A’s and are star 
athletes, and who adore their parents.  We dream of 
marriage where our spouse never disagrees with us, but 
rather constantly meets my every need.  
 
And frankly, when marriage starts costing more than we 
want to pay, we’re quick to look for an exit strategy aren’t 
we?   
 
But Jesus teaches a radically different vision for marriage 
and family in these verses…teaching that loyal devotion 
to God will bring more joy and purpose than even the 
most self-serving family dream. 
 
So let’s dive in by looking at the Pharisee’s attempt to 
trap Jesus in verse 3 by asking about “no-fault divorce”:   
 
Tell us Jesus, where’s the line for biblically acceptable 
divorce?  What legal conditions have to be met before a 
disappointed spouse can file for divorce?  
 
Now again, if you have specific questions about divorce – 
there’s a whole lot to learn from this text that we don’t 
have time for today, and so please reference the sermon 
listed on the back of your notes page called The Heart of 
Divorce. 
 
But for now, just simply notice the Pharisees are asking 
about what legal loopholes exist to get out of marriage, 
and Jesus responds with the meaning of marriage.    
  
Verse 4 quotes two passages which the Pharisees 
should have known from Genesis: 

Have you not read that He who created them from the 
beginning made them male and female, – that’s from 
Genesis 1:27 –  
 
And said, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh.” –that’s from Genesis 2:24.  
 
Therefore verse 6, 
 
So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore 
God has joined together, let not man separate.  
 
Jesus’ answer here is genius.  The Pharisees ask Jesus 
about what kinds of divorce are lawful, and Jesus 
answers from Scripture that, 
 

 
God creates marriage for Gospel oneness (3-6) 
 
The Pharisees’ question betrays they are operating with 
different values than God’s.  To try to find the legal 
loopholes out of marriage already opposes God’s design 
for marriage.  God never created marriage with the 
primary purpose of making us happy or fulfilling our 
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desires. From the very beginning, God created marriage 
for the purpose of oneness. 
 

 
Marriage is how God joins one male and one female into 
one flesh… and notice God joins “two” into “one flesh” in 
marriage.   
 
God is the one who does the uniting.  It’s something that 
is done to both the man and the woman by God Himself.     
 
Therefore, if you are married today, please listen.  Your 
marriage does not belong to you.  Your marriage is God’s 
own creation!  
 
Ephesians 5:31-32 says your marital oneness with your 
spouse is a mystery, but it refers to Christ’s relationship 
with the church. 
 

 
In other words, God values your marriage as a picture of 
covenant oneness with Him. God has given your 
marriage a bigger purpose than personal happiness.   
 

 
God created marriage to be a tangible picture of Jesus’ 
covenant oneness with His body – the church.  So that 
when a husband or wife lovingly sacrifices for the eternal 
good of their spouse, we can better understand how 
Christ Himself relates with all who believe in Him.   
 
Therefore Jesus warns these Pharisees, no human 
should ever try to undo what God has done.  Let no man 
separate what God has joined together.  
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Marriage is a gospel ministry.  God created your 
marriage to show the world how grace and humility 
responds to sin.  Therefore to voluntary terminate a 
marriage harms people’s understanding of God’s 
covenant-faithful love for sinners like you and me.   
 
Dear brother or sister:  If you are married, God has joined 
you with another sinner for the purposes of showing off 
His Gospel.   
 
Put away the lies of our culture that tell you a human 
spouse should make you happy, or give you identity, or 
satisfy your needs.  A spouse is a wonderful gift from 
God, but he or she is a horrible god.  So stop expecting 
your spouse to give you something that only God can 
give you, and instead reorient your values and recognize 
that God gave you a lifelong Gospel ministry when He 
joined you in marriage with your spouse. 
 
Now in verse 7, the Pharisees think they have Jesus 
right where they want Him.  After all, Jesus clearly hates 
divorce, but this seems to contradict God’s law in 
Deuteronomy 24.  Maybe this is how they will convince 
the crowds that Jesus is not God’s Messiah! 
 
So they smugly ask in verse 7, 
 
Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of 
divorce and to send her away? 
 
But Jesus’ answer reveals that,  
 

 
God allows divorce only to limit sin, not encourage sin. 
 
He says in verse 8,  
 
Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to 
divorce your wives, … notice God never requires divorce 
but at times allows it… but from the beginning it was not 
so. 
 
In other words,  
 

 
Divorce is always the result of a heart hardened by sin. 
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Therefore, contrary to the prevalent no-fault divorce 
culture in Jesus’ day5 (and our own times as well) … 
divorce is not a morally neutral exit strategy available to 
us whenever we realize marriage suddenly requires more 
self-sacrifice than we intended to give.   
 
It doesn’t matter how friendly or cooperative the husband 
and wife might be during the divorce proceedings – 
divorce is inherently sinful, contrary to God’s original 
design, and always the result of a sin-hardened heart. 
 
God’s law in Deuteronomy 24 was only given to limit sin, 
not encourage it, since it provided a means for protecting 
the vulnerable wife while her husband continued to sin.  
 

 
You see, divorce can protect the vulnerable from the 
ongoing unrepentant sin of their spouse. In cases where 
a spouse is continuing in the unrepentant sin of sexual 
immorality6 or abandonment (or abuse),7 divorce is God’s 
protecting mercy for the vulnerable party while they wait 
for a God-given repentance that could eventually make 
future reconciliation possible again.  

 
5 John 4:18 
6 Matthew 5:32; 19:9 

But anyone who pursues divorce apart from these 
reasons of seeking protection from their spouse’s 
ongoing, unrepentant sin… is sinning.  And marrying 
another person after a sinful divorce is adultery.   
 
Now if you have specific questions about divorce and 
remarriage, please reference the sermon called The 
Heart of Divorce.  But for today… just notice friends, God 
is very serious about our marriage covenants because 
He is very serious about His gospel.  
 
And God’s design for marriage is quite countercultural, 
right?  God values marriage because He created it as a 
gospel ministry of oneness.  Not a means for our own 
personal happiness or fulfillment.   
 
Godly marriage, like all other gospel ministry, requires 
suffering.  Self-denial.  Sacrifice.  After all, it’s a life-long 
covenant to humbly serve another sinner the way God 
Himself has served us through Christ.  So we should not 
be surprised when marriage gets hard, and we should 
prioritize every opportunity to display God’s covenant-
faithful love by forgiving our spouse, or returning good for 
evil, or humbly serving their weakness for the umpteenth 
time.  
 
Jesus’ emphasis is unmistakably on the life-long oneness 
of the marriage covenant.  So don’t get distracted by the 
biblical grounds for divorce.  Jesus is reinforcing the truth 
that from the beginning of time, God has always intended 
marriage to be for keeps – until death do us part! 
 

7 1 Corinthians 7:15 
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And the disciples didn’t miss this, for in verse 10 they 
reply back to Jesus,  
 
If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not 
to marry.”  
 
In other words, since there’s no easy way out of an 
unsatisfactory marriage, maybe it would be better to 
avoid the risk of a bad marriage by staying single! 
 
But in verses 11-12, Jesus shows His disciples that He, 
 

 
values oneness with God above all family relationships. 
 
You see, voluntary singleness was despised and looked 
down upon in the Jewish culture of Jesus’ day.  Every 
good Jew was expected to marry, have a large family, 
and thereby prove his or her worth to the Jewish 
community.  But Jesus is going against this strong 
Jewish family priority, and instead teaches that what is 
most valued in His kingdom is loyal oneness with God.   
 
Let’s trace Jesus’ argument through these verses:   

In verse 10, the disciples react to God’s priority on life-
long marital oneness by wondering if singleness is better 
than marriage.   
 
So in verse 11, Jesus says, 
 
Not everyone can receive this saying, but only those to 
whom it is given.  
 
“This saying” refers back to verse 10.  In other words, 
God does not call every person to a life of singleness. 
 

 
But God does give some people the ability to serve Him 
without ever being married or having a family.   
. 
And then Jesus lists in verse 12 three different kinds of 
eunuchs.  (Now a eunuch is a person who refrains from 
marriage and/or sexual relations of any kind.)   
 
For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and 
there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by 
men, 
  
Now these first two categories of eunuchs were 
involuntary.  In other words, they didn’t have a choice in 
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the matter. The disciples were aware of some people 
who were either born without sexual ability or they had 
been physically castrated by an accident or the violence 
of others, like those who served in a royal court or 
harem.8 These were involuntary eunuchs… those who 
were unable to fulfill the Jewish dream of getting married 
and ever having their own family. 
 
But then Jesus shockingly introduced a new category of 
voluntary singleness, 
 
and there are eunuchs who have made themselves 
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.   
 
This would have blown the disciples’ minds!  What Jew 
would voluntarily give up the dream of getting married 
and having children?   
 
Yet Jesus says, there are some people who chose to 
refrain from marriage simply to be able to give more 
attention to advancing the kingdom of heaven.    
 
Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.  
 
In other words, singleness is not better than marriage, or 
visa versa, but some are given the gift of singleness for 
the sake of undivided devotion to God, as Paul speaks 
about in 1 Corinthians 7.9 
 
Therefore let’s not miss the point that Jesus is making in 
this interaction about marriage and family. 
 

 
8 I.e. the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:26-40. 

 
Jesus’ priorities are radically different than the earth-
bound priorities of my culture in regard to my family.  
 
This world tries to convince me that marriage and family 
can give me identity and satisfy my soul.  This world 
believes that marriage is a disposable relationship that is 
only worthwhile as long as it gives more than it takes 
from me.  Our world believes that the only reason for 
singleness is so you can live for yourself, unattached 
from the “ball and chain” of service to another.  
 
But Jesus says His kingdom values are actually better 
than our own all-important values for our marriage and 
family. Therefore, all who desire to follow Jesus must, 
 
 
 
 

9 1 Corinthians 7:7-9, 26-38; c.f. 1 Corinthians 9:5 
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Celebrate our oneness with Jesus, and pursue oneness 
with Jesus even above our own family dreams!  
 
It is only your marriage union with Jesus Himself that can 
satisfy your soul and fulfill your longings for family 
relationship.  Only faith in the death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus offers oneness with God to the 
human soul.  
 
So let me ask you,  
 
Is your soul united by faith with Jesus our Lord?  Is He 
your eternal husband, and are you part of His redeemed 
Bride that He calls the church?   
 
Such eternal union is far better than any American 
Dream for your family.  Whether you are single or 
married or divorced, you have the opportunity right now 
to surrender all those family dreams that you’ve been 
hanging onto… and pursue oneness with Jesus in loyal 
devotion to God.   
 
Of course the freedom from demanding too much from 
our family relationships is only possible because of the 
work that Christ did at the cross.  For at the cross, Jesus 

paid for our sin and broke the power of our selfishness, 
so that we can be set free to really love others the way 
God has first loved us. 
 
So as we prepare for celebrating communion, we are 
going to sing about The Power of the Cross.  And as we 
sing, let’s confess any way that we’re approaching our 
current singleness or marriage with selfish priorities.  And 
let’s glory in the forgiveness that Christ has powerfully 
provided through His substitutionary death on our behalf! 
 
<<The Power of the Cross>> 
 

 
Now please peel back the very top layer of the juice cup 
to expose the communion cracker.  
 
Communion is such a special celebration for God’s 
church. This is how we celebrate our common union in 
Christ alone!  In this eating and drinking together we 
remember how Jesus shed His blood, and had His body 
broken, in our place, to make us His eternal bride.  But 
we also partake with eager expectation…knowing that 
the day will soon come when we will all feast together in 
His presence – in the presence of eternal joy! 
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So then, if you are not yet engaged in marriage to Jesus 
by faith, and your heart has not yet been awakened by 
God’s Spirit to love Him, please just simply observe us as 
we participate in this ceremony of all that Christ means to 
us.  There’s nothing spiritual about this juice or these 
crackers.  They simply remind us of Christ’s blood and 
body. There’s no advantage of participating together in 
the symbol if you haven’t first been united with Jesus 
Himself through faith and repentance. 
 
The cracker or bread symbolizes Christ’s broken body – 
to remind us that Jesus died so that we could live.    
 
For the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”  
 
<<eat>> 
 
Now please go ahead and peel back the second layer to 
expose the juice in the cup, as we remember God’s 
amazing promise to remove all the results of sin and 
make all things new upon His return. 
 
In the same way also He took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 
O Church – let’s proclaim our joyful union with Christ as 
we long for His kingdom to come soon! 
 
<<drink>> 
 

Hallelujah that Jesus’ kingdom priorities are so much 
better than what we tend to think are all-important to us. 
 
Let’s pray our benediction together as we dismiss 
and go out into our week of living as God’s kingdom 
ambassadors together in this world. 
 

 
 

Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just 
and true are your ways, O King of the nations!  Who will not fear, O 

Lord, and glorify your name?  For you alone are holy.  All nations will 
come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed. 

  Revelation 15:3b-4 
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Recommended Resources on Better than the 
American Dream: 

 

• Genesis 1:26-27; 2:24-25 

• Leviticus 21:7, 14 

• Deuteronomy 22:14, 19, 28-29; 24:1-4 

• Ezra 10:2-3, 10-11, 19 

• Isaiah 50:1 

• Jeremiah 3:1, 8 

• Malachi 2:14-16 

• Matthew 1:19; 5:31-32 

• Mark 10:2-12 

• Luke 14:25-33; 16:18 

• Romans 7:1-3 

• 1 Corinthians 7:7-16, 26-40 
 
• https://www.gracechurch.org/about/distinctives/divorce-and-remarriage 

• https://rb.gy/m0ohuk (Excellent 2019 journal article by Andy Naselli in DBTS) 

• https://bethanycentral.org/resources/single-mindedness/  

 

• “The Heart of Divorce” sermon dated 9-22-19 at NCBC  

• “When can I get remarried after divorce” Q/A dated 1-18-17 

• “Whatsoever Romantic State” sermon dated 1-15-17 at NCBC 

• “Christ-Centered Marriage” sermon dated 10-18-15 at NCBC 
 

• Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage, Jim Newheiser 
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions   
 
1. Read Matthew 19:3-12. How does the disciples’ 

response in verse 10 help us understand the 

emphasis of Jesus’ teaching in verse 9?  Is this what 

you emphasize here?  Why or why not? 

 

2. Read Genesis 1:27; 2:24; and Matthew 19:4-6.  Why 

is it important for us to begin our understanding of 

marriage with God’s design from Genesis?  How 

many helpful observations can you and your life group 

discover in the first three chapters of Genesis 

regarding a God-honoring marriage? 

 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 7:8, 32-35.  What does it 

practically mean for a single person to maximize 

his/her singleness in undivided devotion to Jesus? 

 

4. Review Matthew 19:9 and 1 Corinthians 7:15. What 

are the two biblical grounds for divorce?  Given the 

serious nature of the marriage covenant, why do you 

believe God legitimizes divorce on these two grounds, 

but not others?  

 

5. Review Matthew 19:11-12. Understanding the huge 

Jewish value on family and raising children, why 

would someone voluntarily choosing to remain single 

for the sake of God’s kingdom been so radical? How 

do these verses counteract the American dream when 

it comes to our own family relationships?  

 

https://www.gracechurch.org/about/distinctives/divorce-and-remarriage
https://rb.gy/m0ohuk
https://bethanycentral.org/resources/single-mindedness/

