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The End is Coming 
Matthew 24:1-14 - NCBC, June 20, 2021 

 
Main Point: Jesus prepares His followers for what 
must happen before His return.  
 

• The Olivet Discourse mostly refers to future 
Tribulation period since: 

o Jesus’ uses “the end” (6, 13, 14) to answer 
the disciples’ question about the “end of the 
age” (3)  

o Labor pains are associated with future Day 
of the Lord (1 Thess. 5:3) 

o Labor pains (4-8) parallel future seal 
judgments of Revelation 6 

o Daniel’s “abomination of desolation” (15) is 
during Tribulation period (Dan. 9:27)  

o Jewish audience (16, 20, 24) without any 
mention of the church age 

 

• Jesus reveals His coming is two-fold (23:37-24:2, 
29-31) 

o Israel’s messengers and Messiah 
dismissed (23:35-37) 

o Israel’s temple left desolate (23:38) 
o Israel’s Messiah departed (23:39) 
o Israel’s earthly kingdom delayed (23:39) 
o Israel’s temple destroyed (24:1-2) 

 

• The Old Testament linked Jesus’ coming with the 
end of the age (24:3)  

o When is the end?  
o What will the end be like? 

 

• “Labor pains” before Jesus’ second coming (24:4-
14) 

o Displays of God’s judgment in the first 3.5 
years of Tribulation (4-8) 

▪ False Messiahs (4-5; 23-24) 
▪ Wars (6-7a) 
▪ Famines and Earthquakes (7b) 

o Displays of God’s judgment in the second 
3.5 years of Great Tribulation (9-14) 

▪ Persecution of true believers (9-10) 
▪ Defection of false believers (10-13) 
▪ Gospel proclaimed to entire world 

(14; Revelation 14:6-7) 
 
Application:  Prepare yourself for what is coming! 

• Do not be deceived (4), rather trust Jesus and His 
promises (35). 

• Do not be afraid (6), rather endure with confidence 
in God’s salvation (13). 

 

 
Opening Announcements:   
 

• Happy Father’s Day! On behalf of our NCBC dads, we are 
providing a gift to the Peoria Rescue Mission as an expression of 
honor for the God-ordained role of fathers.  

 

<<Only a Holy God>> 
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Thank you for singing out your worship to our Holy God 
this morning!  Let’s continue our worship now by opening 
our Bibles to Matthew chapter 24. 
 

 
If you need a Bible, simply raise your hand and we will 
gladly give you one.    
 
Last week Pastor Tysin reminded us from Romans 12 
that God’s mercy compels us to worship Him with our 
entire lives – all our body and our mind.  So even now, 

 
1 The Sermon on the Mount, found in Matthew 5-7, is the longest sermon of 

Jesus recorded in Holy Scripture. 
2 Eschatology is “the study of last things,” and refers to that part of Bible 

study focused on the end of the age, the rapture of the church, the 

fire off a prayer asking God to give all of us His grace this 
morning, that we each might respond to the preaching of 
His Word with a whole-person response of joyful 
submission and love. 
 

 
Matthew chapters 24 and 25 contain the second longest 
sermon by Jesus ever recorded in Scripture.1  If you have 
a Bible that prints Jesus’ words in red ink, you’ll notice 
there’s a whole lot of red letters in Matthew 24 and 25!  
 
This sermon was given to the private audience of His 
disciples while Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives across 
the Kidron valley from the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.  
Therefore these two chapters are known as the “Olivet 
Discourse,” named after the Mount of Olives from which 
He delivered this teaching about the end times.  
 
You can’t read this sermon without recognizing that 
Jesus cared about the end times.  Jesus didn’t shy away 
from eschatology!2  He wanted His disciples to be aware 

Tribulation period, the return of Christ, the restoration of believing Israel, 

the Millennial Kingdom, God’s final judgment of Satan and all the wicked, 

and the eternal state, etc.  
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of God’s plan for the end of the age, and He wanted all 
His followers to be prepared for His second coming.   
 
So I’d invite you to stand now in honor of the public 
reading of God’s Word, as we begin to consider the 
Olivet Discourse.   
 
I’ll start reading at the end of chapter 23 just to remind 
ourselves of the context.  Remember, Matthew 23 
contained Jesus’ strong judgment against the Jewish 
scribes and Pharisees in the Temple Mount.  So after 
strongly condemning these religious hypocrites, Jesus 
laments in Matthew 23, verse 37, 
 
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often 
would I have gathered your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing! 38 See, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For 
I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, 
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”  
 
24 Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his 
disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the 
temple. 2 But he answered them, “You see all these, do 
you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one 
stone upon another that will not be thrown down.”  
 
3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to 
him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, 
and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end 
of the age?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “See that no 
one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, 
saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. 
6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that 

you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end 
is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are but the 
beginning of the birth pains.  
9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you 
to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my 
name’s sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray 
one another and hate one another. 11 And many false 
prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And 
because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many 
will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will 
be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to 
all nations, and then the end will come. 
 

 
Let’s pray. 
 

 
Before we begin, I need to make a confession.  When we 
started studying Matthew’s Gospel all the way back in 
February of 2019, I was already a little nervous about 
preaching Matthew 24 and 25.   
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It’s not because I don’t enjoy studying eschatology.  In 
fact, studying God’s plan for end times offers hope to true 
believers, and I personally find it quite thrilling!   
 
It’s just that I’ve still got so much to learn about the 
Scripture’s teaching on end times.  Bringing all of 
Scripture’s teaching on “last things” together in a 
cohesive and noncontradictory presentation simply takes 
a lot of study.  So I admit I’ve been a bit apprehensive 
about my preaching prep for this part of Matthew. 
 
I also fully recognize the limitations of a Sunday morning 
sermon.  This isn’t the time for a technical seminar or 
lecture. I desire to preach God’s Word to God’s people 
for God’s glory.  But since this part of Matthew’s gospel 
is heavily debated, I also want to clearly explain my 
interpretative conclusions as we walk through Jesus’ 
teaching.  
 
So the main point I want to emphasize as we begin 
studying the Olivet Discourse is that, 
 

 

 
3 1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:17; 2 Thessalonians 2:1 

“gathered together to him” 

Jesus prepares His followers for what must happen 
before His return.  
 
Jesus’ primary goal in Matthew 24 is not to answer all 
our questions about every single detail of the end times, 
nor it is to motivate any specific date-setting for His 
return.  Instead Jesus wants to teach His disciples what 
must happen before His second coming.   
 
Jesus wants to prepare us, so that we are neither 
deceived nor alarmed when we encounter expressions of 
God’s judgment upon this world.   Jesus knows the end is 
coming, so He teaches this Olivet Discourse so His 
followers will be ready to meet Him when He returns. 
 
Now a fundamental question for the Olivet Discourse 
pertains to what time period Jesus is speaking about:  
 
Is Jesus referring to things that will happen in the first 
century?  In our present church age?  Or in the future 
tribulation period after the church has been raptured from 
the earth?3  
 
Preterists4 claim Matthew 24:34 as proof that everything 
Jesus spoke about in this discourse had its fulfillment in 

4 Those who believe that the Biblical prophecies in the Bible have already 

been fulfilled in history.  C.f. https://www.gotquestions.org/preterist.html  

https://www.gotquestions.org/preterist.html
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the first century, specifically through Rome’s destruction 
of Jerusalem in AD 70.5  
 
However, I believe it is better to understand that, 
 

 
The Olivet Discourse mostly refers to the future 
Tribulation period.  Jesus is teaching here about events 
that will occur during Daniel’s 70th week,6 or what 
Revelation describes as a seven-year period of 
tribulation.7  
 
First, I believe the Olivet Discourse points towards 
fulfillment in the Tribulation period since,  
 

 
5 Contra Paul’s clear teaching that the Day of the Lord has not yet happened 

(2 Thessalonians 2:1-5; c.f. 2 Timothy 2:17-18).  I believe “this generation” 

in 24:34 is best understood to refer to the generation that is alive to see the 

beginning of the events described in Matthew 24. This is consistent with the 

“trans-generational” use of “you/your” in the immediate context:  I.e. “you” 

in 23:35 refers to all the Jewish people throughout time, while the “this 

generation” in 23:36 refers to the Jewish leaders in the first century who 

will fulfill the Jew’s persecution of God’s prophets by crucifying the 

Messiah Himself, and thereby bringing upon their nation God’s damning 

judgment. C.f. the first “you” in 23:39 refers to the Jews present in Jesus’ 

 
Jesus’ uses “the end” in verses 6, 13, and 14 as His 
answer to the disciples’ question about the “end of the 
age” in verse 3. 
 
The disciples had specifically asked about the end of the 
age, and so it makes sense that Jesus’ answer refers to 
end times as well. 
 

day, while the second “you” in 23:39 refers to the future generation of 

believing Jews who will receive Jesus as their God-given Messiah. 
6 Daniel 9:24-27; Daniel’s 70th week is also referred to as the Day of the 

Lord (Isaiah 2:12; 13:6-9; Joel 1:15, 2:1-31, 3:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:2), 

tribulation (Deuteronomy 4:30), the great tribulation (Matthew 24:21, this 

“great tribulation” refers specifically to the more intense second half of the 

seven-year period), time of trouble (Daniel 12:1; Zephaniah 1:15), or time 

of Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:7). Most commonly, this period is known as 

the seven-year Tribulation period. 
7 C.f. Revelation 11:2; 12:6, 14; 13:5  



Page 6a of 21 Page 6b of 21 

 

 

 
More significantly, in biblical prophecy labor pains are 
associated with the future Day of the Lord. 
 

 
In 1 Thessalonians chapter 5, Paul describes the 
coming day of the Lord as a time of “sudden destruction 
that will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman.” 8 
 
So when Jesus prophecies “the beginning of the birth 
pains” in verse 8, this biblical association between the 
“Day of the Lord” and birthing pains suggests that Jesus 

 
8 1 Thessalonians 5:2-3; c.f. Isaiah 13:6-9; Jeremiah 30:1-7 
9 Revelation reveals God’s judgment being poured out on the world through 

a cascading series of seven seals being opened (Revelation 6:1-8:1), seven 

is describing the beginning of the future Tribulation 
period, more than simply the decline of our present-day 
society. 
 
Next, since the specific “labor pains” in verses 4-8, 
 

 
closely parallel the future seal judgments of Revelation 
6, which all occur during the seven-year Tribulation 
period.9 
 

 

trumpets being blown (Revelation 8:2-9:21, 11:15-14:20), and seven bowls 

of wrath being poured out (Revelation 15:1, 7-8; 16:1-21). 
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Both Matthew 24 and Revelation 6 describe terrifying 
distress from false messiahs and false prophets, wars 
and international discord, devastating famines and 
earthquakes, and intense persecution and martyrdom of 
believers.   
 
Therefore I believe the Olivet Discourse points toward the 
future Tribulation period rather than the present church 
age. 
 
Of course we also know that, 
 

 
Daniel’s “abomination of desolation” clearly referenced in 
verse 15 occurs in the middle of the Tribulation period.  
 
While there are some similarities between how the 
Jewish temple10 has been desecrated in history and the 
abomination of desolation that is spoken of in Daniel,11  
2 Thessalonians,12 and Revelation13… a careful study 
reveals there’s never yet been a time in history that 
satisfies the specific teaching about the abomination of 

 
10 The Romans desecrated the temple in AD 70, and the Syrian ruler 

Antiochus Epiphanes some 200 years prior also desecrated the Jewish 

temple and rendered it unholy for Jewish worship. (C.f. 1 Maccabees 1:48-

54) 

desolation. Daniel’s prophecy specifies a set time 
period of 3½ years between setting up a statue in place 
of regular sacrifice in the temple and the coming of 
Christ.  And never yet in history has an image came to 
life and beckoned men to worship it.14 Therefore, Jesus is 
referring to something that has future fulfillment in the 
Tribulation period, not something from history or the 
present day. 
 
Finally the clear, 
 

 
Jewish audience, (note the references to Judea, 
Sabbath, and prophets) without any mention of the 
church, implies a future fulfillment after the church has 
been raptured.  
 
So hopefully now you understand why I’m teaching that, 
 

11 C.f. Daniel 8:13; 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 
12 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 
13 Revelation 13:14-15 
14 Revelation 13:14 
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The Olivet Discourse mostly refers to the End Times, not 
to our present church age that we are living in today.   
 
Certainly we observe false teachers and earthquakes 
and wars today.  But the intensity of the judgments that 
Jesus describes in this sermon, along with the labeling of 
these signs as the beginning of birth pains, seems to be 
describing a severity of God’s judgment that far 
surpasses anything history has experienced to date. 
 
So as we study Matthew chapter 24-25, only the specific 
references to the Temple and Jerusalem’s destruction in 
verses 1-3, along with Luke 21:12-24,15 seem to expect 
first century fulfillment. The rest of the prophecy looks 
ahead to the future Tribulation period at the end of this 
age.  And of course then Jesus’ parables about being 
prepared at the end of chapter 24 and beginning of 
chapter 25 are directly applicable for today. 

 
15 Interestingly, the parallel passage in Luke 21 uses two chronological 

markers to specifically give more detail about the Destruction of Jerusalem 

that happened in AD 70. “Before all this” Luke 21:12, and “until” in Luke 

21:24. Since Luke is so careful to put express chronological markers around 

the section where he clearly deals with the pending destruction of Jerusalem 

by the Roman armies in AD 70, it gives me even more confidence that the 

rest of the Olivet Discourse finds its intended fulfillment in the future 

So please understand the Olivet Discourse is preparing 
Jesus’ followers for what must happen in the Tribulation 
period, immediately before His second coming. 
 
But of course, the disciples didn’t yet have this futuristic 
understanding of what Jesus was teaching them.  After 
all, they fully expected Jesus to establish His earthly 
kingdom at any moment,16 and bring God’s vengeance 
upon the Romans who were occupying their land.  
 
So let’s go back to the end of chapter 23 to briefly review 
how Jesus again, 
 

 
reveals His coming is two-fold.  Contrary to Jewish 
expectation, Jesus knew that His first-century 
manifestation was simply the first of His two comings to 
the world. 
 

Tribulation period, or 70th week of Daniel, otherwise known as “the Day of 

the Lord.” 
16 They were still basking in the afterglow of the Triumphal Entry, 

cleansing of the Temple, and the public condemnation of the hypocrites 

who were serving as Israel’s religious leaders (Matthew 21-23).  Their 

question in 24:3 assumes that Jesus is going to usher in the kingdom at any 

moment. Cf. Acts 1:6. 
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In 23:35-37, Jesus condemned the Jewish leaders for 
persecuting God’s prophets.  
 

 
Israel’s messengers and even their Messiah had been 
dismissed out of hand by Israel. 
 
In verse 37, Jesus lamented how He had longed to 
gather the Jewish people together under His care, but 
they refused to come to Him in saving faith.   
 
Therefore, in verse 38,  
 

 

 
17 Matthew 4:17 
18 John 1:11;  

Israel’s temple was left desolate. 
 
The Jewish religion no longer had any room for God 
Himself, and so now, instead of establishing an earthly 
kingdom with the Jews,17  
 

 
Israel’s Messiah departed. 
 
Verse 39 reads, you will not see me again…  
 
Jesus was leaving.  He had come to earth to establish 
His kingdom, but after being so stubbornly rejected by 
His own people,18 His first coming would only open a 
door of salvation for the Gentiles.19 
 

19 Matthew 21:43; c.f. Luke 21:24; John 10:16; Romans 11:25 



Page 10a of 21 Page 10b of 21 

 

 

 
Israel’s earthly kingdom was now delayed … “until,” 
verse 39 says, the Jewish people believed on the Lord 
Jesus as their Christ and profess, “Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord.”20 
 
Israel’s kingdom glory must now wait for Jesus’ second 
coming to the earth, for in the first two verses of chapter 
24, Jesus makes it clear that, 
 

 
Israel’s temple is going to be destroyed. 
 

 
20 And the fullness of the Gentiles would be brought in, Luke 21:24 
21 Mark 13:1; Luke 21:5 
22 Photograph from my 2007 trip to the Holyland Model of Jerusalem (i.e. 

Verse 1 says that as Jesus left the temple and was going 
away, His disciples began to point out the impressive 
splendor of Herod’s temple.21 
 

 
These country boys from Galilee had never seen 
anything like this magnificent temple before, but as far as 
we can tell, this is what it would have looked like from the 
Mount of Olives.22 
 
Herod the Great had spared no expense building this 
temple.  The temple rose triumphantly as Jerusalem’s 
crowning jewel above the entire city.  The temple mount 
encompassed some 35 acres and was built using hand-
cut stones that were as large as 40’ long by 12’ by 12’ 
square.  These stones weighed up to 200,000 pounds 
each and were stacked carefully on top of one another 
without any of our modern construction equipment today! 
 
The temple building itself was covered with white marble 
and lots and lots of gold all reflecting the sun’s brilliance.  

Model of Jerusalem at the end of the Second Temple period) at the Israel 

Museum. C.f. https://madainproject.com/holyland_model_of_jerusalem  

https://madainproject.com/holyland_model_of_jerusalem
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It was truly one of the wonders of the world… but Jesus 
says emphatically in verse 2, 
 
Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone 
upon another that will not be thrown down.23 
 
This really startled the disciples.  They had no box for 
comprehending how the Romans would surround 
Jerusalem 40 years later and utterly destroy this temple 
in fulfillment of Jesus’ words here.24 
 
After all, remember, the disciples understood, 
 

 
The Old Testament linked Messiah’s coming with the end 
of the age.  And in fact this is correct!  Many of the Old 
Testament Scriptures clearly prophesy how the Messiah 
will come to judge the wicked, and usher in an 
everlasting age of peace and blessing for God’s people.25 
 

 
23 C.f. Luke 19:41-44 which explicitly connects the destruction of the 

temple to the Jew’s rejection of Jesus as their Messiah. 
24 C.f. Luke 21:12-24 
25 I.e. Genesis 12:1-3, 15:18-21, 22:16-18; Isaiah 9:2-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; 

c.f. Zacharias’ hymn of praise upon the birth of the Messiah’s forerunner in 

But what the disciples didn’t yet understand is that two 
separate comings were folded into these Messianic 
prophecies. 
 
Let me illustrate this using Isaiah chapter 61. 
 

 
In Isaiah 61, which was clearly Messianic, the Anointed 
One not only brought good news to the poor, … but also 
proclaimed the day of vengeance of our God.   
 
The Scriptures clearly linked the Messiah’s arrival with 
the day of vengeance, the day of the Lord, or the end of 
the age.  That’s why the disciples connected Jesus’ 
coming, or manifestation of Himself as the Messiah, with 
the end of the age in verse 3.26   
 
But what Jesus now teaches is that in fact the Messiah 
comes to earth twice. 
 

Luke 1:68-75. 
26 Grammatically, due to the Granville Sharp Rule, the use of one Greek 

article in front of both objects connects the “coming” and the “end” as 

inseparable in the writer’s thought.  
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This is why, when Jesus started His ministry in Nazareth 
back in Luke chapter 4, and He read from Isaiah 61,27 
He abruptly stopped reading in the middle of verse 2.  
 
Because the day of the Lord’s vengeance would not be 
realized until the Messiah’s second coming!  The first 
coming was to make substitutionary atonement for 
sinners,28 the second coming will be to execute justice 
upon the wicked and establish His kingdom rule on 
earth.29 
 
So, yes, the Messiah’s coming is linked with the end of 
the age, just as the disciples assumed, but the end times 
are reserved for Jesus’ second coming, not His 
first…which the disciples still didn’t understand.  
 
Therefore the disciples ask two questions in verse 3, in 
response to Jesus’ prophesy about the Temple’s 
destruction: 

 
27 Luke 4:16-21 
28 Daniel 9:24 “to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone 

for iniquity.”  
29 Daniel 9:24 “to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and 

 
When is the end? and What will the end be like? 
 
The disciples believe Jesus will soon publicly manifest 
Himself as the Messiah, so they want to know…Lord, 
what are you waiting for?  When will you establish your 
kingdom here on the earth? 
 
So Jesus begins to teach about the end times. He 
speaks to His 12 disciples as representatives of a future 
Jewish generation that will enter this Tribulation.30 
 
And in verses 4-14, Jesus teaches several things must 
happen that are not direct signs of His coming, but 
instead are like, 
 

prophet, and to anoint a most holy place.”  
30 Ironically, He’s sitting on the Mount of Olives predicting future judgment 

at the very place where Scripture says the judgment will eventually begin 

(Ezekiel 11:23; Zechariah 14:4). 
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“Labor pains” that must occur before Jesus’ second 
coming to the earth. These birthing pains make up the 
seven-year Tribulation period, or 70th week of Daniel, that 
precedes His second coming. 
 

 
In verses 4-8, Jesus describes various Displays of God’s 
judgment that happen during the first half of Tribulation.  
Then in verses 9-14, Jesus describes various Displays of 
God’s judgment in the second half, which is called the 
“Great Tribulation.” 
 

 
31 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7  
32 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 “The coming of the lawless one is by the activity 

Like labor pains for a pregnant mother, these judgments 
get more and more intense and frequent the closer you 
get to the Messiah’s second coming which signals the 
end of the age.   
  
So let’s dive into verse 4: 
 
Jesus answered them, See that no one leads you 
astray…  
 
Jesus never wants His followers to be gullible or easily 
swayed away from His truth. 
 
For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ 
and they will lead many astray. 
 

 
During the Tribulation period, many will be deceived by 
many false messiahs or false prophets.  After the church 
has been raptured, and the Holy Spirit’s ministry has 
been removed from the earth,31 God will send a strong 
delusion to condemn all the wicked who refused to 
believe in Him.32  

of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, and with all wicked 

deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth 
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Therefore, anyone who says I’ll wait to believe in Christ 
until after the church is raptured is taking a very 
dangerous path!  
 
Ultimately the first judgment seal of Revelation 6:2 
describes how a false messiah33 will arrive riding a white 
horse, bring a false peace to the world.34 He will deceive 
the world into thinking that he is the Messiah after the 
church is supernaturally removed from the earth.   
 
But while he promises peace, in fact the world will soon 
enter global, 
 

 
War. 
 
Verse 6 says, 

 
and so be saved.  Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they 

may believe what is false, in order that all may be condemned who did not 

believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
33 According to Revelation 13:11-18, this false messiah is described as a 

beast who has supernatural abilities to deceive people with signs and 

wonders.  He has the power to call fire down from heaven (Revelation 

11:13) and the ability to animate lifeless objects (Revelation 11:15).  This 

same “beast” is referred to as the “false prophet” in Revelation 19:20 (c.f. 

16:13; 20:10).  This false prophet will eventually employ his deceptive 

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that 
you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end 
is not yet.  For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom, 
 
This matches with the second seal judgment in 
Revelation 6 where a rider of a red horse comes with a 
great sword and takes peace from the earth.35 
 
Loved ones, when this tribulation breaks out on the earth, 
those who fear God need not be alarmed or afraid.  For 
God Himself is in control.  This must take place. This is 
the judgment the Lamb Himself pours out to bring justice 
upon the wicked.36    
 
Then the end of verse 7 adds, 
 

powers to get the world to follow the chief earthly adversary of Christ 

(19:19; c.f. 13:1-10), which most recognize as the Antichrist (1 John 2:18, 

4:13).  
34 His conquering is bloodless, as he only has a bow.  As he rides a “white” 

horse, and white is a symbol of peace, and the second seal introduces a rider 

that “takes peace from the world” (6:3-4), we understand this first rider to 

be a false messiah who deceives the nations into a false peace.  
35 Revelation 6:3-4; c.f. Joel 3:9-10 
36 Revelation 6:1, 16-17; 8:1; 11:18 
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And there will be Famines and Earthquakes in various 
places.   
 
Once God’s Holy Spirit and His church is removed from 
this earth, the curse of sin will have full sway on the 
planet.37 
 
Revelation chapter 6 describes this third seal of God’s 
judgment as one riding a black horse, crying out for the 
scarcity of food upon the earth.38   
 
Then Jesus says in verse 8, 
 
All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.   
 
In other words, this is all part of the judgment within the 
Day of the Lord, or the 70th week of Daniel’s prophecy, 
that is still before Jesus’ second coming.  
 
Then, verse 9 says, [the world] will deliver you – referring 
to the future Jews who are living in these days – up to 

 
37 Genesis 3:17-19; Jeremiah 12:4, 12-13; Romans 8:20, 22 
38 Revelation 6:5-6; c.f. The sixth seal describes a great earthquake unlike 

any other earthquake ever experienced on earth (Revelation 6:12-17).  

These cosmic disturbances remind us of God’s judgment of the worldwide 

tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by 
all nations for my name’s sake. 
 
So verse 9 transitions us into the, 
 

 
Displays of God’s judgment in the second 3.5 years of 
the Tribulation, which verse 21 calls the Great 
Tribulation.39 
 
And Jesus is clear in verse 9 that, 
 

flood in Genesis 6 and should increase our fear of the Lord. Psalm 76:7, 

130:3; Malachi 3:2; Nahum 1:6; Revelation 6:17!! 
39 C.f. Mark 13:19; Revelation 7:14 



Page 16a of 21 Page 16b of 21 

 

 

 
There will be widespread persecution of true believers 
during this part of the tribulation period.   
 
While no true believers will initially enter the Tribulation 
period, since the church will all be gathered up by Christ 
in the rapture before the beginning of the Day of the 
Lord,40 Revelation 7 beautifully describes how God 
Himself will sovereignly save 144,000 Jews (12,000 from 
each of the 12 tribes) out of the tribulation period to serve 
as witnesses for Him before all the world.41  
 
But these righteous saints will be hated and sorely 
mistreated by all people living on the earth during this 
Tribulation period. 
 
Verse 9 parallels what is described by the fifth seal of 
God’s wrath in Revelation 6, which describes all the 
martyrs crying out for God to avenge their blood upon the 
wicked.42 

 
40 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 4:14-17, 5:9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1ff  
41 Revelation 7:1-8 
42 Revelation 6:9-11 

And of course, in such a hostile climate against true 
believers, this period before Jesus’ second coming will be 
a time marked by a large 
 

 
Defection of false believers. 
 
Those who falsely professed to be Christians before the 
Tribulation, yet were not raptured with the true church, 
are now left on the earth to show their true colors.  
 
And Jesus offers three reasons these false professors 
eventually expose themselves as never being 
regenerate.43 
 
First, verses 9 and 10 explain false believers fall away 
because the cost of being associated Jesus will be too 
high.   
 
Second, verse 11 teaches many fall away since the 
spiritual deception in this time will be too strong to resist 
after the Holy Spirit’s influence is removed.44   

43 1 John 2:19 
44 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12 
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And third, verse 12 teaches that the lure of sin will be too 
attractive.   
 
After all, wickedness (or lawlessness) and love cannot 
coexist.  They have an inherent inverse relationship.45  
When lawlessness increases, the fire of love will always 
be extinguished. 
 
But don’t miss verse 13 which is a wonderful lighthouse 
of hope on this dark sea of tribulation: 
 
But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
 
We must not rip this verse from its context. Every 
Scripture reference to “enduring to the end” occurs within 
a Tribulation context, not the church age.46 
 
So loved ones, endurance is never the grounds or the 
basis for salvation.  No, God’s grace is the grounds for 
our salvation!47  Verse 13 simply testifies to the 
marvelous truth that even the most severe tribulation 
cannot snatch those whom God has sealed out of His 
hand.48 
 
Verse 13 is a great comfort, since we are not saved 
because of our endurance; rather we endure because we 
are saved!49  Not even the strong pressures of the 
Tribulation period are able to separate true believers from 
our Lord.50   

 
45 When you think about this, it only makes sense, since love is the 

fulfillment of the law. (Matthew 22:37-40; Romans 13:10; Galatians 5:14).  

Therefore, lawlessness will always create hearts that are cold and loveless. 
46 Matthew 10:22, 24:13; Mark 13:13; Luke 21:19; Revelation 13:10, 14:12 
47 Ephesians 2:4-10 
48 John 10:27-28; c.f. 1 Peter 1:5 

Now the final labor pain in verse 14 seems different than 
the others.  Jesus says before His second coming the, 
 

 
Gospel will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as 
a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 
 
In this Tribulation context, this is actually not an 
encouragement for the church’s evangelism.51 Rather 
this is an additional judgment from God… so all the world 
would be held accountable for hearing the Gospel and 
rejecting it, and thereby justly imprisoning themselves to 
God’s wrath which is yet to come!52 
  

49 John 6:39-40; 1 Corinthians 1:8-9; Philippians 1:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-

24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Jude 24 
50 Romans 8:31-39 
51 That will come later in Matthew 28:18-20! 
52 C.f. Romans 3:19-20; Galatians 3:22 
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Revelation describes both the natural and supernatural 
fulfillment to Matthew 24:14. In Revelation 11, God uses 
two witnesses to proclaim His gospel to the world for 3.5 
years.  But then in Revelation 14, just prior to the 
pouring out of the final 7 bowl judgments, God 
supernaturally uses an angelic messenger to proclaim an 
eternal gospel to every nation and tribe and language 
and people on the earth.  Thereby sealing all people 
everywhere with Divine accountability to repent of their 
sins and worship Jesus as Lord. 
 
Only after all these displays of God’s judgment will Jesus 
return to the earth for a second time, to establish His 
earthly kingdom among the Jewish people.   
 
So the future reality for Israel couldn’t be more different 
from the disciples’ misguided expectations.   
 

 
Jesus teaches the Olivet Discourse to prepare His 
followers for what must happen before His return.   
 
We must never believe Jesus came to save us from 
trials.  Jesus saves His people out of trials. He wants us 
to know there is much difficulty yet facing this world 
before He returns to establish an everlasting kingdom of 
peace and righteousness. 
 
Therefore, please, 
 

 
Prepare yourself for what is coming! 
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If you are not yet safe in the salvation of our Lord, repent 
of your sins today, and cry out for God’s mercy!  Ask Him 
to deliver you from the wrath which is to come!  Why wait 
to receive the saving grace of Jesus?  Believe on the 
Lord’s death and resurrection for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will be spared all of the tribulation 
described in the Olivet Discourse! 
 
But even if you are part of the church which will be 
raptured and removed from this earth before these birth 
pains begin, we can learn at least two lessons from 
Jesus’ teaching here. 
 

 
First, do not be deceived (4), but rather trust Jesus and 
His promises (35). 
 
When your world seems to be out of control, and you see 
lawlessness increasing and the wicked prospering… do 
not listen to those who promise you a false peace.  Do 
not entrust your hope to false messiahs like politicians, or 
financial planners, or self-improvement gurus. Instead 
trust Jesus and His promises. 
 

 
53 Matthew 10:28-33 

Verse 35 is clear, Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
Jesus’ words will never pass away.   
 
You can always trust Jesus – no matter how bleak our 
world becomes before you enter your eternal home.  
 

 
And then second, dear Christian, as you listen to Jesus’ 
prophesy about all that is to come, Do not be afraid (6), 
rather endure with confidence in God’s salvation (13). 
 
Verse 6 is clear:  See that you are not alarmed.  Why?  
Because this must take place. God is absolutely in 
control.  The same sovereignty of God that is responsible 
for the judgment of this world is the same sovereignty of 
God that is responsible for your salvation.  So what do 
you have to fear?53 
 
Remember, your salvation is a gift from God.  God is the 
one who redeemed you with His own blood. God loves 
you, and God is always good.  So don’t be naïve, God 
wants His people to always be prepared for what is 
coming.  
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Certainly the end is coming, but all who are trusting in the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ would say,  
 
Even so, come Lord Jesus!54 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
<<Christ the Sure and Steady Anchor>> 
 

 
54 Revelation 22:20-21 

Let’s pray our benediction together: 
 

 
 

Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just 
and true are your ways, O King of the nations!  Who will not fear, O 

Lord, and glorify your name?  For you alone are holy.  All nations will 
come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed. 

  Revelation 15:3b-4  
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Recommended Resources on The End is Coming: 
 

• Psalm 118:26 

• Isaiah 13:6-9 

• Jeremiah 30:1-7 

• Daniel 9:25-27; 11:31; 12:11 

• Joel 3:9-10 

• Zechariah 12-14 

• Mark 13:1-37 

• Luke 19:41-44; 21:5-36 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4 

• 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

• Revelation 7-19, esp. 7:14; 12:6-7; 14:6-7 
 

• Dr. Vlach on The Olivet Discourse - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3yOW-Gc0Uw  

  

• Understanding End Times Prophecy, Paul Benware 

• Maranatha Our Lord, Come!, Renald Showers 

• The Second Coming, John MacArthur  

• The End Times Controversy, Thomas Ice & Tim Lahaye 
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions   
 
1. Review Matthew 23:37-24:3. How many times does God’s 

Messiah “come” to earth? How would this have differed 
from the disciples’ expectations?  Why is this sermon from 
Jesus called the “Olivet Discourse”? 
 

2. Read Luke 21:12-24.  How do the words “before” (12) and 
“until” (24) provide chronological markers that help us 
understand that vv. 12-24 are referring to fulfillment in the 
first-century, rather than in the tribulation period like the 
rest of the Olivet Discourse?    
  

3. Read Matthew 24:14 and Revelation 14:6-7.  In the 
tribulation context of the Olivet Discourse, what is the 
purpose of this worldwide gospel proclamation? 
 

4. Review Matthew 24:4.  How can you avoid being deceived 
by false religious leaders today?  How do you seek to 
practically cultivate spiritual discernment?    
 

5. Review Matthew 24:6.  How is it possible to not be alarmed 
when you see this world getting worse and worse?  How 
do you maintain trust in God through global disasters or 
political disruptions?  
  

6. Review Matthew 24:13, and explain: is endurance the 
basis for God’s salvation, or the evidence of God’s 
salvation? How does this verse give you hope as a Christ-
follower today? (Jn 10:27-28; 1 Pet 1:5) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3yOW-Gc0Uw

