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SLIDE   #1   
  

Good   morning.   This   day   has   been   over   7   months   in   the   making   and   we   are   thrilled   you   have   
chosen   to   join   us   for   this   unique   time   of   worship.   I   want   to   say   a   personal   thank   you   to   everyone   
that   worked   behind   the   scenes   to   put   this   event   together.     
  

We   have   covered   a   lot   of   ground   already   this   morning   and   it   has   been   our   prayer   that   it   has   
been   useful   and   has   been   encouraging   to   your   own   soul   as   we   have   dove   into   God’s   Word   to   
see   all   the   amazing   ways   He   cares   for   us.   We   are   going   to   continue   with   our   worship   of   our   
Savior   and   true   Counselor,   Jesus   Christ,   this   morning   as   we   examine   the   gifts   of   amazing   grace   
God   has   given   us   in   order   to   accomplish   heart   change   through   biblical   counseling.     
  

For   those   of   you   who   don’t   know   me,   my   name   is   Ben   Holman,   I   am   the   Director   of   Biblical   
Counseling   here   at   New   Castle   as   well   as   an   elder-in-development.   I   have   attended   New   Castle   
since   my   teenage   years   with   my   parents   and   then   when   my   wife   and   I   were   married   in   2006   we   
made   New   Castle   our   home   and   entered   into   membership.   It   is   a   joy   and   a   privilege   to   serve   
God   alongside   each   of   you.   
  

SLIDE   #2:     
  

If   you   will,   take   your   copy   of   God’s   Word   and   turn   to   Ephesians   chapter   4.   If   you   do   not   have   a   
Bible,   we   have   some   fine   gentlemen   who   would   be   delighted   to   put   a   Bible   in   your   hands.   Just   
grab   their   attention   as   they   walk   down   the   aisle.   You   may   keep   the   Bible   as   our   gift   to   you.     
  

As   you   hold   that   Bible   in   your   hands   I   want   you   to   take   a   moment   to   really   think   with   me   about   
what   you   are   holding.   So   often   I   find   myself   taking   my   Bible   for   granted.   Think   about   it   
though...the   all-powerful,   all-knowing,   ever-present,   eternal   God   of   the   universe   chose   to   make   
Himself   known   to   you   and   to   me.   Using   over   40   authors   over   a   period   of   1,500   years,   the   story   
of   creation,   of   our   fall   into   sin,   of   Jesus   coming   to   earth   as   the   God-Man   to   rescue   us   from   our   
greatest   problem,   which   resulted   in   the   restoration   of   our   souls   to   perfect   communion   with   God   
is   all   recorded   on   these   pages.   What   a   gift!   
  

It   is   in   honor   of   that   gift   that   it   is   our   practice   to   stand   for   the   public   reading   of   God’s   Word.     
  

So,   if   your   heart   is   prepared,   please   stand.   
  

Ephesians   4:11-16   
  

This   is   God’s   Word   to   God’s   people.   Please   be   seated.   
  

Pray   
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Gracious   heavenly   Father,   oh   how   you   have   loved   us.   Who   are   we   that   you,   our   creator,   should   
be   mindful   of   us?   In   spite   of   who   we   are,   you   care   for   us.   In   spite   of   how   we   fail   over   and   over   
again,   you   lovingly   correct   us   in   our   sin   and   you   comfort   us   in   our   suffering.   You   sent   your   Son   
so   that   we   may   have   abundant   life.   Let   us   not   take   your   love,   your   grace,   your   mercy   for   
granted.   Let   us   daily   live   for   you   and   love   those   you   have   placed   in   our   lives.   As   we   meditate   on   
your   Truth   this   morning,   break   down   any   unbiblical   preconceived   notions   of   what   we   believe   
soul   care   looks   like.   Forgive   us   of   the   times   we   attempt   to   care   for   and   comfort   those   we   love   in   
our   own   strength   and   in   our   own   wisdom.   Challenge   us   to   a   life   of   greater   faithfulness   to   your   
Word.   Let   us   remain   focused   on   the   completed   work   of   Jesus   which   enables   us   to   change   from   
the   inside   out.   Teach   us   to   love   others   as   you   do.   Guide   our   path   in   the   midst   of   the   chaos   
caused   by   sin   and   suffering.   In   the   name   of   our   Savior,   Jesus,   amen.   
  

The   task   before   me   this   morning   is   to   convince   each   of   you   that   you   are   a   biblical   counselor   and   
God   has   commanded   you   to   care   for   His   people   through   the   local   church.   Now   I   don’t   say   that   
lightly   and   I   certainly   don’t   say   that   just   to   artificially   inflate   the   numbers   of   those   involved   with   
the   biblical   counseling   ministry.     
  

No,   I   say   that   each   of   you   are   biblical   counselor   because   I   am   deeply   convicted   that   God’s   Word   
makes   it   clear   that   every   member   of   the   household   of   faith   can   use   the   Bible   to   teach,   to   
reprove,   to   correct,   and   to   train   others   to   live   a   life   of   righteousness   in   whatever   circumstance   
we   find   ourselves   in.     
  

God’s   Word   has   been   given   to   us   to   make   us   complete.   To   equip   us   for   every   good   work,   
including   the   work   of   biblical   counseling   
  

In   our   passage   from   Ephesians   today   we   see   the   Apostle   Paul   use   that   word   equip.   “Equip   the   
saints   for   the   work   of   ministry”   in   verse   12.   In   the   Greek   the   word   used   for   equip   found   in   verse   
12   is   actually   different   than   the   one   even   used   in   verse   16   of   this   same   passage.   
  

In   verse   12,   equip   is   meant   to   imply   the   idea   of   mending   or   making   straight.   I   have   worked   in  
orthopedic   surgery   as   a   physician   assistant   for   the   past   15   years   and   there   are   times   when   I   
have   to   manipulate   or   reduce   a   bone   or   joint   that   is   out   of   place,   out   of   alignment.   I   have   to   
“make   straight”   that   bone   so   that   it   may   function   the   way   it   was   created   to   function.     
  

In   a   similar   manner,   Paul   is   that   for   the   body   of   Christ   to   be   functioning   the   way   it   was   created   to   
function,   it   must   be   “equipped”   or   “made   straight.”     
  

SLIDE   #3:     So   the   main   point   of   our   passage   that   I   want   to   focus   on   today   is   as   Christ’s   Body,   we   
are   called   to   care   for   one   another’s   soul.     
  

This   requires   us   to   be   equipped   before   we   are   able   to   equip   others.   
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Now,   while   I   have   made   a   pretty   bold   statement   in   calling   each   of   you   biblical   counselors,   I   will   
perhaps   make   an   even   bolder   statement   in   saying   that   although   you   are   a   biblical   counselor,   
you   may   not   be   a   good   one.   At   least   not   yet.   
  

It   does   not   take   much   of   an   analysis   of   our   lives   to   see   that   we   offer   counsel   to   others   every   day.   
It   may   be   something   as   simple   as   giving   directions   to   the   nearest   gas   station,   how   to   make   
Grandma’s   famous   apple   pie,   how   to   lose   weight,   or   what   Netflix   series   someone   should   watch.     
  

The   counsel   we   offer   could   be   something   much   more   serious   like   talking   to   a   co-worker   after   the   
loss   of   a   child   or   responding   to   a   friend   who   tells   you   they   are   going   to   leave   their   spouse.   
Maybe   you   have   had   someone   ask   you   what   they   should   do   about   the   drugs   they   found   in   their   
child’s   book   bag.   Or   maybe   how,   despite   their   best   efforts,   they   just   can’t   seem   to   be   happy   in   
their   job,   in   their   marriage,   or   really   any   aspect   of   their   life.   They   say   they   are   depressed.     
  

Maybe   someone   shares   with   you   that   their   anxiety   has   reached   the   point   that   they   rarely   leave   
their   house   or   interact   with   anyone   else   because   they   are   afraid   of   dying   with   Covid.   Has   
anyone   ever   told   you   they   don’t   think   life   is   work   living   anymore?   
  

What   did   you   say?   What   could   you   say?     
  

If   your   initial   thought   is,   “I   don’t   have   the   first   clue   as   to   what   I   would   say”   I   will   let   you   know   that   
you   are   not   alone.   All   of   us   have   had   that   sinking   feeling   in   our   stomachs   as   we   recognize   that   
the   person   we   are   talking   to   needs   help   but   we   feel   utterly   inadequate   to   bring   about   any   hope   
or   change   by   ourselves.     
  

Unfortunately,   what   has   happened   over   the   past   150   years   is   that   the   church   and   those   in   the   
church   have   used   their   inadequacy   as   an   excuse   to   not   help.   To   not   offer   counsel.   The   church   
has   instead   bought   the   lies   of   the   culture   that   says   that   those   kinds   of   serious   issues   can   only   
be   handled   by   trained   professionals.     
  

We   are   quick   to   identify   that   there   is   an   issue   but   we   are   even   quicker   to   tell   them   they   need   to   
go   see   someone   else   for   help.   We   refuse   to   enter   their   world   either   from   fear   or   from   
complacency.   We   may   not   have   the   immediate   answers   and   we   are   unwilling   to   diligently   search   
Scripture   together   with   them   for   solutions.     
  

We   may   not   even   believe   that   Scripture   has   the   solutions.   We   tell   ourselves   that   they   would   be   
better   off   with   someone   who   does   this   full   time.   Someone   with   a   degree.   Someone   with   a   
certification.   Someone   with   a   license   to   counsel.     
  

We   may   even   try   to   use   Ephesians   4:11   to   say,   “See,   see,   I’m   not   responsible   for   this   work.   It   is   
the   Apostles   and   prophets.   It’s   the   evangelists   and   the   shepherds   and   teachers   that   Paul   is   
telling   to   do   this   work.”     
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Remember,   we   are   to   use   the   whole   counsel   of   Scripture   to   inform   our   view   on   every   aspect   of   
life.   
  

SLIDE   #4:     Speaking   to   all   believers   in   Colossians   3:16a   Paul   say’s   “Let   the   word   of   Christ   dwell   
in   you   richly,   teaching   and   admonishing   one   another   in   all   wisdom…”   
  

Teaching   is   one   of   the   one   anothers   every   follower   of   Christ   is   commanded   to   do   and   while   it   is   
one   of   the   focuses   of   biblical   counseling   it   is   not   the   only   one   another   done   in   counseling.     
  

Of   the   30-40   one   anothers   listed   in   Scripture,   you   will   have   the   opportunity   to   practice   nearly   all   
of   them   in   counseling.   Love   one   another,   care   for   one   another,   comfort   one   another,   pray   for   
one   another,   serve   one   another,   encourage   one   another,   weep   with   one   another,   rejoice   with   
one   another.     
  

Dear   friend,   I   want   to   tell   you   today   that   God   has   given   you   everything   you   need   for   life   and   
godliness   and   has   given   you   everything   you   need   to   counsel   others   through   the   muck   and   mire   
of   everyday   life.     
  

Every   believer   is   to   be   a   biblical   counselor.   Every   believer   is   to   be   engaged   in   the   care   of   souls   
within   the   body   of   Christ.     
  

What   your   specific   role   is   at   a   given   moment   of   their   life   and   your   own   life   may   take   on   different  
forms   but   as   you   yourself   are   being   transformed   more   into   the   image   of   Christ,   you   are   called   to   
counsel   others   so   that   they   may   also   be   transformed.   Soul   Care   is   embodied   in   human   
relationships   centered   upon   the   sufficient   Word   of   God,   empowered   and   unified   by   the   Holy   
Spirit.     
  

So,   what   are   we   seeking   to   accomplish   in   our   biblical   counseling?    What   is   the   purpose   of   
biblical   counseling?   It   is   the   same   thing   we   are   seeking   to   accomplish   in   our   discipleship   of   
others.   
  

SLIDE   #5:     The   purpose   of   biblical   counseling,   whether   formally   or   informally,   is   to   help   
individuals   grow   to   be   like   Christ   as   they   learn   to   address   their   sin   and   suffering   in   a   way   that   
glorifies   the   Lord   and   is   for   their   good.     
  

We   seek   to   help   individuals   grow   to   be   like   Christ   as   they   learn   to   address   their   sin   and   their   
suffering   in   a   way   that   glorifies   the   Lord   and   is   for   their   good.   
  

This   is   important   to   understand   because   I   believe   that   if   we   demystify   what   biblical   counseling   
really   is,   we   will   have   a   greater   understanding   that   biblical   counseling   is   nothing   more   than   
discipleship   that   fulfills   the   great   commission   of   teaching   believers   to   observe   all   that   Christ   has   
commanded   us.     
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This   is   no   doubt   heavy   work.   I   won’t   stand   here   and   say   that   it   is   easy.   In   fact,   I’ll   be   honest   and   
tell   you   that   it   is   harder   than   I   could   have   ever   imagined.   It   requires   much   personal   sacrifice   and   
faithful,   persistent   study   of   God’s   Word.   There   are   great   burdens   you   bear   that   require   you   to   
keep   watch   on   your   own   soul.     
  

The   work   of   soul   care   requires   you   to   explore   the   depths   of   another’s   sins.   It   requires   you   to   
hear   the   unfathomable   suffering   that   some   have   endured   at   the   hands   of   another.    
  

But   our   God   is   so   great   and   so   good   that   He   can   and   does   do   abundantly   more   than   all   we   ask   
or   even   think.   It   is   a   privilege   to   have   a   front-row   seat   to   see   God   work   in   the   life   of   a   believer   
and   bring   about   a   result   that   only   He   can.     
  

God   is   in   the   business   of   change.   Ephesians   2   shows   us   that   God,   in   His   rich   mercy,   because   of   
the   love   with   which   He   loved   us,   takes   dead   sinners   and   makes   them   alive   together   in   Christ.   
But   His   work   didn’t   stop   there.   In   Christ,   each   of   us   are   being   transformed   and   each   of   us   are   
called   to   be   an   instrument   of   that   transformation   in   the   lives   of   others.     
  

In   that   rich   mercy   and   love,   God   has   given   us   three   primary   gifts   that   enable   our   care   of   souls   to  
bring   about   God-glorifying   transformation...to   bring   about   that   “mature   manhood”   that   Paul   
highlights   in   verse   13.     
  

SLIDE   #6:     First,   to   care   for   souls   we   have   been   given   the   Word   of   God     
  

As   I   highlighted   in   my   opening   comments,   we   are   holding   in   our   hands   the   very   words   of   God.   
And   Pastor   Kevin   expanded   upon   the   sufficiency   of   Scripture   in   our   counseling   in   the   first   
message.     
  

But   I   want   you   to   remember   that   these   are   more   than   just   words   on   a   page.   The   Bible   is   not   an   
encyclopedia   that   God   has   given   us   for   reference   when   we   have   a   question.   These   words   are   
Jesus   Himself.     
  

SLIDE   #6   ANIMATION:     John   1   tells   us   that,   “In   the   beginning   was   the   Word,   and   the   Word   was   
with   God,   and   Word   was   God...In   Him   was   life,   and   the   life   was   the   light   of   men.”   
  

The   world   has   a   book,   a   “bible”   of   their   own   if   you   will.   It   is   called   the    Diagnostic   and   Statistical   
Manual   of   Mental   Disorders    (DSM).   It   was   first   published   in   1952   and   is   now   on   its   fifth   edition.   
Psychologist   use   this   manual   as   a   way   to   understand   people   and   to   define   what   “abnormal”   
mental   thoughts   or   behaviors   look   like.     
  

And   the   DSM   does   contain   many   helpful   observations   about   people   and   the   disordered   ways   in   
which   they   act.   But   we   need   to   be   careful   in   how   much   weight   we   give   the   observations   of   sinful   
mankind   as   they   define   what   “abnormal”   looks   like.   There   is   a   reason   why   the   DSM   is   now   in   its   
fifth   edition.     
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What   society   has   defined   as   “abnormal”   has   changed   over   time.   What   society   has   considered   
“disordered”   thoughts   and   behaviors   only   a   few   decades   ago   is   now   not   only   recognized   as   
acceptable   but   is   praised   as   “enlighted”   or   “woke”.     
  

This   is   why   Paul   warns   the   Christians   in   Ephesians   4:14   to   not   be   “tossed   to   and   fro   by   the   
waves   and   carried   about   by   every   wind   of   doctrine,   by   human   cunning,   by   craftiness   in   deceitful   
schemes.”   The   world   may   change   its   definition   of   right   and   wrong   but   God   never   does!   The   
biblical   counselor’s   doctrine   is   the   surefast   Word   of   God.     
  

God   has   given   us   Jesus   to   be   our   definition   of   “normal”.   Any   life   lived   outside   of   the   example   of   
Christ   is   “abnormal”   or   a   “disordered”   life.   God   has   not   given   us   empty   commandments   or   a   fun   
history   lesson   of   a   people   who   lived   thousands   of   years   ago.   God   has   given   us   Jesus   who   came   
to   Earth   as   a   man   and   lived   fully   dependent   upon   the   Father   and   perfectly   reflected   the   
character   of   God   in   true   worship   and   communion   with   Him,   all   while   pouring   Himself   out   in   love   
for   others.     
  

The   life   of   Jesus   is   to   be   our   definition   of   normal   and   is   to   be   the   pursuit   of   every   aspect   of   our   
heart,   our   mind,   and   our   soul.   So   whether   Pastor   Kevin   is   proclaiming   Jesus   from   the   pulpit   
publicly   or   each   of   us   are   proclaiming   Jesus   privately   in   our   home,   and   workplaces,   and   coffee   
shops,   or   in   line   at   the   grocery   store,   we   are   all   to   bring   the   message   of   hope,   the   message   of   
Jesus   to   all   people,   in   all   contexts.     
  

It   is   the   combination   of   the   powerful   truth   of   Jesus   wrapped   in   the   self-sacrificing   love   of   Jesus   
that   God   uses   to   transform   people.   It   is   God’s   Word   that   the   biblical   counselor   holds   fast   to   and   
not   the   world’s   fickle   wisdom.   God’s   Word   always   accomplishes   its   goal.   
  

SLIDE   #7:    In   Isaiah   55:10-11   God   says,   “For   as   the   rain   and   the   snow   come   down   from   heaven   
and   do   not   return   there   but   water   the   earth,   making   it   bring   forth   and   sprout,   giving   seed   to   the   
sower   and   bread   to   the   eater,   so   shall   my   word   be   that   goes   out   from   my   mouth;   it   shall   not   
return   to   me   empty,   but   it   shall   accomplish   that   which   I   purpose,   and   shall   succeed   in   the   thing   
for   which   I   sent   it.”   
  

May   we   be   faithful   to   proclaim   God’s   Word.   
  

We   are   not   left   to   ourselves   to   proclaim   the   Word,   however.    
  

SLIDE   #8:     The   second   gift   we   have   been   given   to   care   for   souls   is   the   Spirit   of   God.   
  

Our   passage   in   Ephesians   4:11   opens   with,   “And   HE   gave”   
  

Just   a   page   or   two   prior   to   our   verses   today,   Paul   says   in   Ephesians   1:17-19     
  

SLIDE   #9:     “The   God   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ,   the   Father   of   glory,   may   give   you   the   Spirit   of   
wisdom   and   of   revelation   in   the   knowledge   of   him,   having   the   eyes   of   your   hearts   enlightened,   
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that   you   may   know   what   is   the   hope   to   which   he   has   called   you,   what   are   the   riches   of   his   
glorious   inheritance   in   the   saints,   and   what   is   the   immeasurable   greatness   of   his   power   toward   
us   who   believe.”   
  

We   as   biblical   counselors   can   talk,   plead,   pray,   and   even,   in   some   circumstances,   enforce   
consequences   but   we   are   powerless   to   change   the   heart.   There   is   only   one   true   Counselor   and   
Teacher   and   that   is   the   Holy   Spirit.     
  

The   Spirit   has   many   roles   in   our   lives   and   in   our   counseling   but   I   want   to   focus   on   three   today.   
  

SLIDE   #10   ANIMATION   #1:     First,   the   Spirit   Convicts     
  

Jesus   says   in   John   16:8,   “And   when   He   (the   Holy   Spirit)   comes,   He   will   convict   the   world   
concerning   sin   and   righteousness   and   judgment.”     
  

For   counseling   to   be   successful,   the   Holy   Spirit   must   take   the   words   of   our   biblical   counsel   and   
press   them   into   the   hearts   of   people,   convicting   them   when   necessary   in   a   way   that   only   He   
can.     
  

Counseling   will   never   be   effective   without   the   work   of   the   Spirit.   There   may   be   superficial   
change   that   appears   nice   for   a   moment   but   it   is   the   Spirit   that   brings   about   true   conviction,   true   
brokenness   of   sin,   and   transforms   those   we   counsel.     
  

SLIDE   #10   ANIMATION   #2:     Next,   the   Spirit   Comforts     
  

SLIDE   #11:     2   Corinthians   reminds   us   the   “God   of   all   comfort,   comforts   us   in   all   our   affliction,   that   
we   may   be   able   to   comfort   those   who   are   in   any   affliction,   with   the   comfort   with   which   we   
ourselves   are   comforted   by   God.”   

  
Left   to   ourselves,   we   may   be   able   to   come   up   with   some   comforting   things   to   say   or   a   grand   
gesture   that   lets   people   know   we   care   but   that   comfort   is   always   temporary.   What   our   
counselees   need   is   hope   and   that   hope   is   found   only   in   the   glorious   inheritance   and   
immeasurable   greatness   of   God.   The   Spirit   resides   in   our   souls   and   offers   profound,   permanent,   
and   unfading   hope!     
  

It   is   the   hope   given   through   the   Spirit   that   comforts   the   friend   whose   mother   just   passed   away.   It   
is   the   hope   given   through   the   Spirit   that   comforts   the   wife   whose   husband   just   left   her.   It   is   the   
hope   given   through   the   Spirit   that   comforts   the   brother   who   was   just   diagnosed   with   cancer   and   
given   months   to   live.     
  

The   Spirit   comforts.   
  

SLIDE   #12   ANIMATION:     Finally,   the   Spirit   Empowers    
  



Biblical   Counseling   Mini-Conference   -   October   24th,   2021   
10:45   Service   -   “A   Community   of   Counselors”   

8   
The   Spirit   empowers   the   counselee   to   make   the   changes   that   are   needed   for   the   glory   of   God.   It   
is   not   an   individual   herculean   effort   where   the   counselee   picks   themselves   up   by   their   own   
bootstraps.   It’s   not   just   a   matter   of   “trying   harder.”   The   good   fruit   that   is   brought   about   through   
counseling   is   empowered   by   the   Spirit.     
  

Paul   challenges   the   self-help   or   self-sanctification   mentality   in   Galatians   3:3   when   he   asks,   “Are   
you   so   foolish?   Having   begun   by   the   Spirit,   are   you   now   being   perfected   by   the   flesh?”   
  

The   pursuit   of   Christlikeness   is   empowered   by   the   Spirit.   
  

The   Spirit   does   not   just   empower   the   counselee   but   He   empowers   the   counselor   as   well.   Our   
skills   are   never   effective   on   their   own.   David   Powlison,   a   faithful   biblical   counselor   who   is   now   at   
the   feet   of   Jesus   in   heaven,   reminds   the   counselor   to,   “Place   no   confidence   in   your   gifts,   
experience,   education,   techniques,   professional   persona,   credentials,   maturity,   or   wisdom.”    A   
humbling   statement.   We   need   to   be   reminded   that   a   false   sense   of   competence   based   on   our   
perceived   skill   may   lead   us   to   counsel   apart   from   Jesus   Himself.   John   15:5,   “apart   from   me   you   
can   do   nothing.”   That   includes   counseling.     
  

SLIDE   #13:    We   have   been   given   the   Word   of   God,   the   Spirit   of   God,   and   the   final   gift   for   our   
care   of   souls   is   the   people   of   God.     
  

Look   again   at   Ephesians   4:15-16,   “Rather,   speaking   the   truth   in   love,   we   are   to   grow   up   in   every   
way   into   him   who   is   the   head,   into   Christ,   from   whom   the   whole   body,   joined   and   held   together   
by   every   joint   with   which   it   is   equipped,   when   each   part   is   working   properly,   makes   the   body   
grow   so   that   it   builds   itself   up   in   love.”   
  

The   Body   of   Christ   is   built   up   when   each   part   of   the   Body   is   working   properly.   There   is   no   part   of   
the   Body   of   Christ   that   is   not   essential   to   the   other.   There   are   no   parts   that   are   more   important   
than   the   other.   God   has   beautifully   and   perfectly   built   His   church,   His   body,   to   build   itself   up   in   
love.     
  

SLIDE   #14:     1   Corinthians   12:4-6   says   “Now   there   are   varieties   of   gifts,   but   the   same   Spirit;   and   
there   are   varieties   of   service,   but   the   same   Lord;   and   there   are   varieties   of   activities,   but   it   is   the   
same   God   who   empowers   them   all   in   everyone.”   
  

We   can’t   forget   that   God   uses   ordinary   people   to   do   extraordinary   things.   Just   think   of   the   
people   God   used   in   His   story   of   redemption.   He   used   Moses,   an   exiled   murderer,   to   set   His   
people   free   from   hundreds   of   years   of   Egyptian   oppression.   He   used   David,   a   shepherd   boy   
with   no   military   training,   to   take   on   the   most   powerful   armies   of   the   day.   He   used   Peter,   a   man   
who   failed   to   stand   fast   over   and   over   again,   to   boldly   proclaim   the   message   of   salvation   
through   Christ   alone   to   the   Jews.   God   used   Paul,   a   blasphemer   and   persecutor   of   the   church,   to   
spread   the   Good   News   to   the   corners   of   the   world.   If   God   can   use   these   sinners   He   can   and   will   
use   you!   
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We,   the   Body   of   Christ,   are   the   means,   the   instruments,   God   uses   to   comfort   and   correct   the   
weary,   the   wounded,   and   the   wayward   soul.   God   has   called   His   people   to   intentionally   pursue   
other   believers   through   discipleship   so   that   they   may   be   conformed   more   to   the   image   of   Christ   
and   be   restored   to   communion   with   the   Father.     
  

SLIDE   #15   ANIMATION   #1:     We,   the   Body   of   Christ,   the   people   of   God   do   the   work   of   biblical   
counseling,   the   work   of   soul   care.   Why   do   we   do   this?   
  

SLIDE   #15   ANIMATION   #2:     Because   God   first   cared   for   our   soul.   
  

Our   call   to   counsel,   our   call   to   love   others,   does   not   come   from   a   sense   of   obligation   but   is   an   
overflow   of   the   person   who   has   been   repeatedly   overcome   with   a   heart   of   thankfulness   and   
gratitude   for   how   God   has   cared   for   and   comforted   us   and   the   outworking   of   that   heart   seeks   to   
care   for   and   comfort   others.   1   John   4:19,   “We   love   because   He   first   loved   us.”   
  

SLIDE   #15   ANIMATION   #3:     Next,     we   care   for   another’s   soul   because   it   is   for   God’s   glory.    
  

In   His   Sermon   on   the   Mount,   Jesus   says   in   Matthew   5:16,   “In   the   same   way,   let   your   light   shine   
before   others,   so   that   they   may   see   your   good   works   and   give   glory   to   your   Father   who   is   in   
heaven.”   
  

Everything   we   do,   in   word   or   deed,   is   to   be   for   the   glory   of   God.     
  

SLIDE   #15   ANIMATION   #4:     Finally,   we   care   for   the   souls   of   others   because   it   is   for   our   good.   
  

Jesus   says   in   Luke   6:35,   “love   your   enemies,   and   do   good,   and   lend,   expecting   nothing   in   
return,   and   your   reward   will   be   great,   and   you   will   be   sons   of   the   Most   High…”   
  

God   uses   the   service   of   His   people   to   His   Kingdom   not   just   for   the   good   of   others   but   for   the   
good   His   people   as   well.   There   is   no   reward   greater   than   to   be   called   sons   and   daughters   of   the   
Most   High   and   share   in   the   glorious   inheritance   of   the   saints.     
  

We,   the   Church,   have   been   given   amazing   gifts.   It   is   through   the   ministry   of   God’s   Word,   in   the   
power   of   God’s   Spirit,   by   the   work   of   God’s   people   that   God   is   glorified   and   His   Body   is   
strengthened   and   souls   are   cared   for.     
  

You   are   not   left   alone   to   complete   this   work   on   your   own.   King   Jesus   has   given   you   His   very   self   
through   His   Word.   He   has   given   you   His   very   self   through   His   Spirit.   He   has   given   you   His   very   
self   through   His   Body,   the   Church.     
  

This   is   what   separates   biblical   counseling   from   secular   psychology.   The   world   can   only   offer   you   
a   system.   In   fact,   there   are   hundreds   of   secular   psychology   methods   or   theories   at   this   point.   
Secular   psychology   is   nothing   more   than   a   set   of   observations,   a   collection   of   insights,   or   steps   
in   a   process.   Biblical   counseling   is   not   A   system   among   many   systems.   Biblical   counseling   turns   
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people   to   the   Redeemer.   A   biblical   counselor   is   a   faithful   friend   who   brings   another   friend   to   the   
feet   of   Jesus   for   help,   and   hope,   and   healing.     
  

God’s   Word,   God’s   Spirit,   and   God’s   People   are   superior   to   anything   the   world   has   to   offer   and   
provides   everything   we   need   to   counsel   in   a   broken   world.     
  

There   will   never   be   a   day   where   we   need   to   run   to   the   world’s   wisdom   for   comfort   and   for   care.   
All   meaningful   comfort   and   all   meaningful   care   is   found   in   Jesus   alone.   Jesus   has   uniquely   
gifted   each   of   you   to   bring   that   message   of   comfort   and   care   not   only   to   unbelievers   but   every   
single   Christian   that   is   being   sanctified   day   by   day.     
  

This   is   the   great   calling   to   which   each   of   us   has   been   called.   Do   not   run   away   from   your   
responsibility.   You   are   an   ambassador   to   the   King!   And   King   Jesus   has   given   you   everything   
you   need   to   fulfill   your   calling.     
  

This   isn’t   just   the   work   of   pastors   and   elders.   This   isn’t   just   for   certified   biblical   counselors.   This   
isn’t   just   for   those   who   teach   Sunday   School   or   lead   a   Life   Group.   Every   child   of   the   King   is   
commanded   to   offer   biblical   counsel.   Every   child   of   the   King   is   equipped,   through   the   working   of   
the   Holy   Spirit   and   the   proclamation   of   God’s   Word,   to   comfort   and   care   for   the   hurt   and   broken   
among   us.     
  

There   are   no   shortage   of   opportunities   for   you   to   speak   God’s   truth,   in   love,   to   your   family,   to   
your   friends,   to   your   neighbor,   to   your   co-workers.   If   the   past   2   years   have   taught   us   anything   it   
should   be   that   people   need   Jesus   and   if   they   have   Jesus   they   need   more   of   Him.     
  

Any   feelings   of   inadequacy   you   may   have   toward   your   ability   to   be   a   biblical   counselor   should   
not   be   a   reason   to   avoid   being   a   biblical   counselor   but   should   instead   keep   you   wholly   
dependant   on   God   to   do   what   He   alone   can   and   will   do   in   the   lives   of   those   you   minister   to.     
  

I   pray   we   will   be   a   church   that   does   not   just   have   a   biblical   counseling   program   but   that   we   are   a   
church   of   biblical   counselors.     
  

SLIDE   #16:    A   church   where   every   member   of   the   body   is   seeking   to   glorify   God   through   the   use   
of   whatever   ability   God   has   granted   them   and   seeking   to   be   equipped   for   greater   faithful   service   
to   Jesus’   Kingdom.   
  

Let   us   be   a   church   that   displays   the   glorious   character   of   King   Jesus   to   the   oppressed,   to   the   
wounded,   to   the   broken,   and   to   the   lost.   Let   us   strive,   let   us   toil   with   all   God’s   energy   that   He   is   
powerfully   working   within   us   through   His   Spirit   as   we   proclaim   God’s   Word,   warning   everyone   
and   teaching   everyone   will   all   of   God’s   wisdom,   that   we   may   present   everyone   mature   in   Christ.   
  

Let’s   pray.   
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Glorious   Father   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ,   you   have   given   us   your   church   your   very   self.   Your   
Word,   your   Spirit,   and   your   people   are   a   gift   that   makes   our   care   of   souls   even   possible.   Father,   
renew   our   commitment   to   you   and   your   Word   today.   Take   away   our   fear.   Forgive   our   
complacency.   Give   us   the   diligence   to   study   your   Word   with   a   greater   zeal.   You   have   the   Words   
of   Life.   And   as   we   grow   in   greater   intimacy   with   You,   let   us   grow   in   greater   service   to   others.   
Strengthen   us   in   our   weakness.   Let   us   be   bold.   Let   us   be   found   faithful.   And   let   us   proclaim   your   
truth   in   love   to   the   Body   of   Christ.   In   the   name   of   the   True   Cousnelor,   Jesus   Christ,   amen.   
  

AFTER   SONG…   
  

SLIDE   #17   
  

SLIDE   #18     
  

SLIDE   #19    Now   may   the   God   of   peace   who   brought   again   from   the   dead   our   Lord   Jesus,   the   
great   Shepherd   of   the   sheep,   by   the   blood   of   the   eternal   covenant,   equip   you   with   everything   
good   that   you   may   do   His   will,   working   in   us   that   which   is   pleasing   in   His   sight,   through   Jesus   
Christ,   to   whom   be   glory   forever   and   ever.   Amen.”     
Hebrews   13:20-21   
  
  
  
    


