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The Advantage of Church Membership 
Hebrews 13:17 - NCBC, January 30, 2022 

 
Main Point:  Church membership brings joy to your 
soul-care.   
 

• Why is this topic needed? 
o Current trends towards isolation & individualism 
o Climate of increasing distrust towards leadership 
o Common misconceptions and abuses of church 

membership 
 

3 reasons church membership is beneficial: 

• Your soul needs more care than you alone can give it. 

• Your leaders will answer to God for their care of your 
soul.  

• Your commitment to your local church fuels greater 
joy. 

 
Application:  Pursue and cherish the joy of church 
membership. 
 

 

Opening Announcements:   
 
• Plan ahead and start saving up to travel to Israel with your 

NCBC family! We are planning a NCBC trip to Israel on June 
19-30, 2023.  Review the trip itinerary,  trip costs, and register 
your interest in order to stay informed at www.myncbc.org/Israel-
trip.     

• Today we rejoice to see three believers get baptized in our 
10:45a service:  Rebekah Hewitt, Alison Krall, and Andy Hiles. 

<<The Church’s One Foundation // Elder Prayer>> 

 
It is so good to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead with all of you today.  The resurrection of Jesus 
gives everlasting rest to every soul who believes on Him.  
O I pray you are resting your eternal destiny in the 
finished work of Jesus alone.   
 
Today we conclude our January preaching series on key 
Spiritual Disciplines by opening our Bibles to Hebrews 
chapter 13. 
 

 
If you do not have a Bible with you today, our ushers are 
coming now to give you a Bible.  Please catch their 
attention as we’d love to give you a Bible.  You are 

http://www.myncbc.org/Israel-trip
http://www.myncbc.org/Israel-trip
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welcome to take this Bible home as our gift to you, or just 
simply return it after our service by placing it on the 
tables at the exits.   
 

 
So please open your Bible to the last chapter of 
Hebrews, where we will focus on verse 17. 
 
So far this month, we’ve considered a sermon on the 
grace habit of reading and obeying God’s Word from 
James chapter 1, then we considered the grace habit of 
prayer with a message entitled, “Because You Prayed.”  
 
Then on Sanctity of Life Sunday we celebrated God’s 
infinite knowledge of us from Psalm 139, and last week 
we focused on the grace habit of “Giving God’s Way” 
from 1 Corinthians chapter 16.   
 
Now if you’re newer to our church family, please be 
patient with us as these January messages tend to be a 
bit more topical than our normal pulpit where we teach 

 
1 James 1:22 

through different books of the Bible sequentially verse-
by-verse. 
 
But these January messages serve an important purpose 
of refocusing our Christian living on some foundational 
grace habits for every soul that loves Jesus. 
 
So let’s just reflect for a moment:  how is God’s Spirit 
changing you through these sermons?  Where can we 
see small changes or strengthening happening in us 
through our responses to God’s Word? 
 
After all, we must always approach the preaching of 
God’s Word with a humble heart that is eager to obey, 
right?  For if we only hear, but never obey God’s Word, 
we only deceive ourselves and increase our 
accountability for judgment.1   
 
That’s why we “pray up” before we “show up” on Sunday 
mornings.  Because in faith, we are expecting God’s 
Spirit to use God’s Word to change and grow us to all 
become more like God’s Son.  
 
So keep up your daily Bible reading brothers and sisters!  
Keep expressing your humble dependence in prayer.  
Remember God knows you, and loves you, and His Word 
can be trusted.  Pursue greater friendship with God.  
Cheerfully worship Him with sacrificial generosity.   
 
For these grace habits help us fight sin, persevere 
through suffering, and enjoy Jesus more and more while 
we live here on earth. 
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Now today we focus on Hebrews 13:17 to consider “The 
Advantage of Church Membership.”  
  
Since we’re only reading one verse today, I’m not going 
to ask you to stand like we normally do to focus our 
attention on the reading of God’s Word.  Instead, we’re 
going to just all read this verse aloud together.  
 

 
So are you ready?  Let’s read Hebrews 13, verse 17 
aloud together now, from the ESV translation: 
 
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to 
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with 
groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.  
 
Thus says the Lord.  Let’s Pray. 
 

 
I have two goals for today’s message:  First, I intend to 
accurately and passionately teach you Hebrews 13 
verse 17.  I desire for all of us to have a very clear 

understanding of, and appreciation for, this profound 
Scripture.  
 
But I am not content with simply informing you of this 
verse’s meaning.  No, today I intend to persuade us, and 
call us all to respond in faith to the life-giving commands 
of Hebrews 13:17.  So my second goal for today’s 
sermon is to preach this verse in such a way that God 
could use it to produce repentance, faith, and radical joy 
among us. 
 
I’m so excited about how our obedience to this single 
verse could increase our joy in Christ together here at 
New Castle Bible Church. Because once you start living 
in light of these truths, you’ll start to see how, 
 

 
Church membership brings joy to your soul-care.   
 
Perhaps more than any other Scripture, I believe 
Hebrews 13:17 argues for Christians to pursue formal 
church membership within their local church. But of 
course, the verse doesn’t use the word, “Church 
membership,” so please stick with me and bring a 
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teachable heart.  Because with God’s help I intend to 
show you from this one verse how something as simple 
as formal church membership in your local church is 
intended by God to increase your joy, and the joy of your 
spiritual shepherds as they seek to fulfill God’s plan for 
the care of your soul.     
 
Now before we take a closer look at what this verse is 
teaching, let’s answer the begging question of, 
 

 
Why this topic is needed. 
 
After all, some pastors might shy away from teaching a 
verse like this one that calls people to obey and submit to 
their spiritual leaders.  No godly shepherd ever wants to 
do anything that would be perceived as a power-play with 
Christ’s church.  Every godly shepherd despises a bully-
pulpit, and knows that fear, control, and guilt are horrible 
motivators for true worship and godliness.   
 
So let me be clear… I do not want today’s sermon to be 
motivated at all by fear, control, or guilt.  I believe this 
topic is needed right now for our church family for the 

sake of our joy!  I’m laboring this morning for your joy, 
church!  So we will not allow cultural pressures or sinful 
tendencies to rob us from God’s profit that He intends to 
bring to all who hear and obey this life-giving command. 
 
After all, we must admit that the, 
 

 
Current trends towards isolation & individualism are 
starting to impact our own fellowship here at New Castle 
Bible Church.   
 
In the past two years, more and more of us have been 
significantly influenced to isolate away from deep 
personal connections with other Christians. For a variety 
of reasons, we are currently living through one of the 
greatest social experiments on isolation that our country 
has ever seen.  And as the weeks have turned into 
months, and now the months are turning into years, we 
have more and more people who claim New Castle Bible 
Church as their local church who no longer regularly 
gather in person with us.  Real concerns about physical 
health have now justified a whole new category of distant 
learners within our fellowship, who have never been 



Page 5a of 15 Page 5b of 15 

more comfortable consuming our teaching ministries from 
their own living room on a Sunday morning.  And loved 
ones, this trend towards isolation is not good for our 
souls.2  We are seeing volunteerism is down, church 
tourism is up, and more and more people seem to be 
merely “dating God’s church” all the time.   
 
So out of love and concern, with a great desire for your 
joy, we can embrace Hebrews 13:17.  God created 
every one of us to benefit from active participation in true 
biblical community.3   
 
God intends for every Christian to not just attend a 
church service once a week, but to truly be a committed 
part of His church.  After all, the church is God’s people – 
not a program or a building.   
 
Yet the broad trend in American evangelicalism today is 
to live more like Americans than Christians.  We rightly 
claim the true and glorious doctrine of the priesthood of 
every believer,4 and then wrongly turn Christianity into 
something that is artificially reduced to just Jesus and 
me. But 1 Corinthians 12 verse 14 clearly says that the 
body does not consist of one member, but of many.   
 
Remember in salvation, God adopts us into His family.5  
Therefore, Christianity is necessarily a team sport!  
Biblical community is absolutely necessary for our 
spiritual growth and perseverance.6   

 
2 C.f. Hebrews 10:24-25 
3 Hebrews 3:13; c.f. 1 John 1:3-10 
4 C.f. 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 5:9-10 
5 Romans 8:15-17 

So while self is the ultimate value for Americans, Christ is 
the ultimate value for Christ-followers. Jesus is very anti-
American on this point, for He calls every one of His 
redeemed followers to die to self,7 pursue loving 
community with others,8 and sacrificially take risks for the 
sake of His glory and praise.9 
 
The second reason this topic is needed is due to a, 
 

 
Climate of increasing distrust towards leadership.   
 
Whether it is the CDC, or the President of the United 
States, or our State Governor, or our school boards, or 
our police force, we are living in a time when it is 
considered both fashionable and respectable to believe 
the worst about anyone who occupies any position of 
authority.   
 

6 Hebrews 3:13; Hebrews 10:24-25 
7 Luke 9:23-24; Romans 14:7; 2 Corinthians 5:15; Galatians 2:20 
8 John 13:34-35; 1 Corinthians 12:12-26; 1 John 1:7 
9 Luke 14:26-27, 33; Hebrews 11:6 
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Therefore we need to renew our minds with the counter-
cultural truth of Hebrews 13:17, to prevent us from falling 
into the unbelief of cynicism and ingratitude. We must 
learn how to maintain a proper relationship with our God-
appointed spiritual leaders,10 if we don’t want to lose our 
joy in this climate of suspicious rebellion against all God-
ordained authority.   
 
Finally we need to talk about church membership since 
there are so many, 
 

 
Common misconceptions and abuses of church 
membership around us all.   
 
Some believe that church membership is meaningless for 
contemporary Christianity – nothing more than an 
outdated and pointless tradition from the past.  Or others 
wrongly equate church membership with the same 
significance as your very salvation.   
 

 
10 Acts 20:28; Cf. Romans 13:1-5 

Some believe church membership is a permanent and 
life-long commitment that should only be entered into 
after several years of consideration; others see church 
membership as a no more meaningful that just being a 
regular attender at a local church for a time.   
 
And then of course, there’s tragic examples of spiritual 
leaders abusing church membership to take advantage of 
others.  Regrettably church membership has often been 
practiced in a fearful manner that is controlling and 
domineering, and contrary to God’s biblical design.11 
 
So for these reasons, and with an eager zeal to lead us 
all to greater joy in Christ together, let’s walk through 
Hebrews 13:17 now to discover at least, 
 

 
3 reasons church membership is beneficial and 
advantageous for your soul. 3 reasons for believing that it 
is not possible for a Christian to obey Hebrews 13:17 
apart from formal church membership in their local 
church.   

11 Contra 1 Peter 5:3; c.f. 1 Thessalonians 2:7-8 
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First, write this down, 
 

 
Your soul needs more care than you alone can give it. 
Jeremiah 17:9 teaches that your heart is deceitful and 
wicked.  Ephesians 4:22 teaches that your own self is 
corrupted by deceitful desires.  And so that’s why 
Hebrews 3 verse 13 calls every Christian to: 
 
Exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. 
 
So did you catch that?  You need me…and I need 
you…and every Christian needs the exhortation and 
counsel of other Christians … so that we might not 
believe the deceptive lies of our own sinful self.   
 
Your soul needs more care than you alone can give it.  
And of course God knows that, right?  So that’s why in 
Hebrews 13, verse 12 … we read that Jesus suffered 

 
12 Romans 10:9 

outside the gate [on an old rugged cross] in order to 
sanctify the people through His own blood. 
 
Loved ones… no one can save themselves from sin’s 
deceptive lies.  We all need a Savior.  That’s why Jesus 
died in our place… to purchase us back from sin’s 
power…to redeem all who call Him Lord and believe in 
His resurrection for the sake of their eternal life.12 
 
You can’t save yourself loved ones.  You need Jesus!  O 
do not be deceived. Put your faith and truth in Jesus 
today, so that you will be saved.  And then once you are 
saved by God’s grace alone through faith alone in Jesus 
alone.. then Hebrews 13:17 teaches that, 
 

 
God gives us spiritual leaders who are keeping watch 
over our souls.  “they are keeping watch over your souls.” 
 
We know Hebrews 13:17 is referring to spiritual leaders, 
since they are the ones responsible for your soul-care.  
Also, back in verse 7, these are leaders who spoke to 
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you the word of God, and lived out their own faith in an 
exemplary manner before the church.  Also in verse 24, 
these leaders are connected with the church saints.   
 
So…notice then, this is a very unamerican idea… once 
you are saved, your soul-care is the responsibility of your 
local church elders.   
 
You are ultimately responsible before God for your faith 
and repentance of course.13  No earthly pastor is 
responsible for whether you believe in Jesus or reject 
Jesus.   
 
But once you are saved, God has designed for every 
Christian to be spiritually shepherded…notice…at the 
end of the verse, for your advantage or profit.  In other 
words, the aim of all pastoring and eldering is always the 
spiritual advantage of the souls under their care. 
 
Let me be clear: 
 
Pastors and elders are responsible before God to stay on 
the alert, to be vigilant and watchful for your salvation 
and spiritual wellbeing.  God doesn’t just give you local 
church leaders to watch over your ministry, or your 
church attendance, or your marriage and family… No.  
God holds the spiritual shepherds of your local church 
responsible for how they are taking care of your eternal 
soul.   
 
Your soul – that part of you that will live forever either in 
heaven or in hell – your soul needs more care than you 

 
13 Romans 14:12 

alone can give it.  So God gives you spiritual shepherds 
in your own local church, whom He holds responsible to 
profit your eternity through their watchful prayers, 
teaching, modeling, counseling, and care of you. 
 
Pause and let that sink in.   
 
Does this offend you?  That God has given you spiritual 
shepherds to help you persevere in your faith and 
preserve your soul?14  Do you despise that your soul 
needs more spiritual care than you alone can give it?   
 
O don’t miss the advantage of God’s good design, loved 
ones!  God gives us local church shepherds to care for 
our soul all for our eternal profit and spiritual advantage!   
 
So here at New Castle Bible Church, our pastors and 
elders take this God-given responsibility for the soul-care 
of our members very seriously.  Every week, each elder 
is assigned to pray for a different section of our members 
– individually, by name.  So that every week, every 
member is being specifically prayed for by one of our 
elders…as we seek to faithfully watch over every soul 
that God has entrusted to our spiritual care.   
 
So clearly, the first reason church membership is 
beneficial is because it gives you a God-designed level of 
soul-care that you are not able to give yourself alone.  
 
A related way to say this is our second reason that 
church membership is beneficial.  And that is that, 
 

14 Hebrews 10:39 
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Your leaders will answer to God for their care of your 
soul.  
 
Don’t miss this.  Not only has God designed your eternal 
soul to be cared for by a plurality of spiritual leaders in 
your local church, but God is actually going to hold your 
pastors and elders responsible for how well they’ve cared 
for your soul through their spiritual ministry to you. 
 

 
Look at the text, 
 
As those who will have to give an account.  
 

Your spiritual leaders, those who keeping watch over 
your souls, will have to answer to God for what? 
 

 
For how well they diligently cared for your soul. 
 
Now church – listen in while I get really serious and talk 
to my fellow pastors and elders here at New Castle Bible 
Church. 
 
Brothers… we must never forget this charge from our 
Chief Shepherd Jesus.  When we all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ, God is going to ask us 
something like, 
 
“What did you do to preserve the faith and obedience of 
the members of New Castle Bible Church?  How did you 
live?  What did you teach?  How did you spend yourself 
in prayer and counsel for the disobedient, the suffering, 
the grieving, the perplexed, the lonely, the aged, the 
teenagers?”   
 
Brothers, may we so live today that on judgment day we 
can reply by the grace of God, “O Lord… You know how 
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much I love your church. These souls are my joy and my 
crown. By the power of Your Spirit in me, I lived to lead 
every member under my watchful care into greater joy in 
You … a deep and abiding joy that could not be 
destroyed through cancer, or calamity, or criticism, or 
death. By your will and through Your Spirit, I gladly spent 
myself for the eternal profit of your children.”15 
 
May God give us the grace and the power to link arms 
and hearts in this humble fraternity of suffering soul-care 
that produces eternal glory…16 and may we care for 
souls with one eye fixed on our coming judgment day 
when we will answer for our shepherding of every 
member here at New Castle Bible Church. 
 

 
Hebrews 13:17 is clear isn’t it?  Church members are to 
live in such a way that spiritual shepherds can do this… 
meaning give an account of their soul-care of their 
members, with joy.  
 

 
15 Colossians 1:28-29; 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12 

Which leads to the third benefit of church membership, 
which is,  
 

 
Your commitment to your local church fuels greater joy. 
 
Write down that word, “commitment.”  Because that’s not 
a popular word today, is it?   
 
But committing yourself to the spiritual soul-care of an 
elder team at one particular local church is actually what 
formal church membership is all about, right? 
 
Formal church membership is just the practical way that 
Christians express their commitment to one particular 
local church, and then how that church family expresses 
their spiritual commitment to the Christian.  
 
So when you become a formal church member, you are 
committing yourself to the shared mission and ministry of 
that particular church, and you are submitting yourself to 
the spiritual soul-care of those specific shepherds. 

16 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20; Philippians 4:1 
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Because notice again what Hebrews 13:17 teaches, 
 

 
The command is clear for every Christ-follower:  Obey 
your [local church] leaders and submit to them… why? 
 
So that they might be able to give an account for their 
spiritual care of you with joy, and not with groaning, on 
judgment day.  
 
In other words, when you become a church member, you 
are making a commitment to partner with and follow your 
local church leaders in their biblical mission and ministry.  
You are agreeing to obey your leaders and yield to them.  
Never to the point of sin of course.17  But you are saying 
that you are trusting God to lead you spiritually through 
the prayers, teaching, modeling, and counsel …through 
the watchful soul-care of these spiritual shepherds.  You 
are agreeing to be teachable, and humble… to allow 
yourself to be persuaded by the spiritual ministry of this 
group of godly leaders. 
 

 
17 Acts 5:29 

Can I just say this really plainly?  If you are a Christian, 
but you are not a formal church member… I don’t know 
how you can obey Hebrews 13:17.  You can obey a lot 
of the Scriptures related to biblical community and 
ministry even if you aren’t a formal church member.  But 
if you aren’t a member of a local church, then no spiritual 
shepherds are presently watching over your soul.  
 
Never deceive yourself into believing that church 
attendance equals church membership.  Obviously, the 
spiritual leaders here love every person who worships 
regularly with us.  We’re glad to teach, pray, and serve 
every person who enters our fellowship, for any length of 
time.  But we are not spiritually accountable to God for 
the souls of Christians in other churches, or visitors, or 
even those who faithfully attend here for decades without 
any willingness to commit to formal partnership with us.   
 
So Hebrews 13:17 commands every Christian to obey 
your local church leaders and submit to them… so that 
someday your spiritual shepherds can give an account of 
how they cared for your soul with joy, and not with 
groaning…or with frustration or grief.   
 
O church, I wish I could make this as clear to you as it is 
to me in this verse, 
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Church membership brings joy to your soul-care.   
 
Your joyful church membership and eager submission to 
your local church leaders helps them watch over your 
soul with joy…which then gives them the gift of being 
able to give an account of your soul with great joy on 
judgment day!   
 
Just as Paul says in 2 Corinthians 1:24,  
 
Not that we lord it over your faith, but we are workers with 
you for your joy! 
 
Therefore, loved ones, overcome the dangers of isolation 
and individualism, and embrace the biblical truth that 
your soul needs more care than you alone can give it.   
 
Stand strong in the power of God’s Spirit against the 
climate of increasing distrust and suspicion against your 
spiritual leaders, and instead think carefully about the fact 
that your local church shepherds will answer to God for 
their care of your soul.   
 

If you’ve justified your tepid approach to church 
membership with common misconceptions or even past 
abuses, then allow yourself to be persuaded today by the 
joyful aim of church membership done rightly.   
 
Because God intends for your commitment to your local 
church to actually fuel greater joy!  Greater joy for you 
now as your soul benefits from the watchful soul-care of 
your leaders, and greater joy for your leaders in all of 
eternity as their report will testify of your obedience and 
submission to their teaching and counsel throughout all 
of your life. 
 
So then, Hebrews 13:17 is a timely call for all of us to, 
 

 
Pursue and cherish the joy of church membership. 
 
If you aren’t yet a church member at a local church, I 
urge you to prayerfully consider Hebrews 13:17, and ask 
yourself, how can I possibly obey this verse while I’m 
refusing to publicly express my commitment to a local 
church through church membership?   
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If you’re just one of our dearly loved faithful attenders 
here, then please understand that you’re missing out!   
 
You aren’t being prayed for every week by any pastors 
and elders.  You aren’t partnering in significant ministry 
with us for the glory of God.  You aren’t yet adding to the 
joy of your spiritual shepherds.  And so to you, I’d joyfully 
urge you… pursue joy!  Live for eternal joy!   
 

 
Very practically, plan to join one of our upcoming Church 
Membership Classes.  The next scheduled class is on a 
Saturday morning, March 12.  It’s only a 3 hour 
investment, but I believe based on Hebrews 13:17 it’s an 
investment that will open a pathway for greater joy! 
 
So here’s my ask today – if God is convicting you right 
now, and you’re wanting to learn more about church 
membership here at New Castle Bible Church – just take 
out your connection card and check that you are 
interested in “membership.”  
 
When you check that box, and turn in your card at the 
tables at the exits, we will then begin correspondence 

with you pertaining to upcoming church membership 
classes.   
 
Because we are here to help you.  We’re here to serve 
your greatest eternal joy!   
 

 
And of course, if you’re already a formal church member, 
then please allow this sermon to increase your joy of this 
God-given privilege. Cherish the joy of church 
membership.  Seek greater ways to obey and submit to 
your spiritual shepherds as they pray, teach, counsel, 
and encourage your greater joy in Jesus.   
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For truly the advantage of church membership is one of 
eternal and lasting joy. 
 
Let’s pray.   
 
Closing prayer. 
 
Closing Song – <<Oh How Good It Is>> 
 
Next Sunday we begin our new preaching series entitled 
“More than a Children’s Story” where we preach through 
12 of the most well-known Children’s Stories from the Old 
Testament. 
 

 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
2 Corinthians 13:14 
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Recommended Resources on Church Membership: 
 

• Ezekiel 18:20; 33:7-9 

• John 13:20 

• Acts 2:41-42, 46-47; 5:14; 6:3, 5; 16:22; 16:5; 18:27; 20:28 

• Romans 12:6-8; 16:1 

• 1 Corinthians 3:9; 5:1-13; 12:7, 12-27 

• 2 Corinthians 1:24; 12:15 

• Philippians 1:3-4; 2:17-18 

• 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20; 3:9; 5:12-13 

• Titus 2:15 

• 1 Peter 5:2-4 

• 3 John 4 
 

• https://www.gracechurch.org/about/distinctives/church-membership  

• https://www.9marks.org/journal/church-membership-holding-body-
together/ 

• https://radical.net/sermon/12-traits-of-a-biblical-church-membership/ 

• https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/obey-your-joyful-leaders-part-2  

• https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/obey-your-joyful-leaders-part-1  

• https://blog.tms.edu/pastors-as-men-accountable-for-souls    
 

• “The Biblical Theology of Church Membership” sermon 
preached Jan 26, 2020 at New Castle Bible Church. 
https://myncbc.org/media/the-biblical-theology-of-church-
membership/ 

 

• Why Bother with Church?, Sam Allberry 

• Church Membership, Jonathan Leeman & Michael Horton 

• The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s Love, 
Jonathan Leeman  

 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions 
 
1. Read Acts 2:41-42, 47; 5:14; and 16:5. Discuss why 

the idea of experiencing salvation apart from 
belonging to a local church body is so foreign to the 
New Testament. 
 

2. Read Hebrews 13:17. Discuss how to relate with your 
spiritual leaders in a way that practically brings them 
joy.  Discuss how you can fulfill 1 Thessalonians 5:12-
13 even when your spiritual leaders make mistakes or 
disappoint you.   
 

3. Read Acts 5:29 and 23:1-5. When is it wrong to 
submit to your spiritual leaders? 
 

4. Read 1 Corinthians 12:13. Is it possible for someone 
to be born again and not be a part of Christ’s church?  
Why do you believe so many Christians are not 
official members of a local church today?  
 

5. Read John 17:22-23 and Philippians 2:2. How does 
local church membership cause the visible church to 
better reflect the invisible church of Christ?   
 

6. Share together what you most appreciate about 
church membership at New Castle Bible Church.  
Pray for one another to live as faithful partners 
together by glorifying God as we grow deeper and 
reach farther together. 

 

https://www.gracechurch.org/about/distinctives/church-membership
https://www.9marks.org/journal/church-membership-holding-body-together/
https://www.9marks.org/journal/church-membership-holding-body-together/
https://radical.net/sermon/12-traits-of-a-biblical-church-membership/
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/obey-your-joyful-leaders-part-2
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/obey-your-joyful-leaders-part-1
https://blog.tms.edu/pastors-as-men-accountable-for-souls

