
The Gospel According to Noah 
Genesis 6-9 

 

• Introductory comments 
➢ “Christ is Mine Forevermore” 
➢ Special thanks to Kevin Malone, 

ministry partner from (BCC) 
➢ Open Bibles to Genesis 6 
▪ Bibles available if needed 

➢ “More Than a Children’s Story” 
➢ Exploring some of the most popular 

and high-level stories from the OT 
➢ But discovering how such stories 

are more than just fantasy tales or 
character sketches w/moral lessons 

➢ They are real accounts about God’s 
power and grace at work in the lives 
of sinful men and women like us 

➢ To take it a step further, they are 
pictures that ultimately point us to 
God’s great work of redemption 
through His son, Jesus Christ 

➢ Perhaps no place where that is 
more clearly put on display than in 
the story of Noah & the Flood 
▪ Stand, read Gen. 6:11-22, pray 



• No secret that the story of Noah & the 
Flood is one of the most well-known in 
all the Bible (Christian & non alike) 
➢ Many religions and civilizations 

have tales of a severe global flood 
➢ And it is certainly no secret that the 

story of Noah has become very 
commercialized over the years 
▪ From toys to play sets to major 

motion pictures 
➢ But perhaps the scene that takes 

the cake is the endless number of 
baby nurseries that have turned 
Noah’s ark into a scenic wonderland 
▪ Giraffe peaking head out roof 
▪ Elephant sipping water (trunk)  
▪ Lions and monkeys sticking their 

cute heads out the windows (?) to 
get a better view 

➢ You know what they are never 
looking at in all these renditions?  
▪ Floating corpses of all who died! 

➢ If the story of Noah was truly 
understood, it would probably not be 
something you wany your baby 
drifting off to sleep thinking about 



• For far too long, the story of Noah & 
the Flood has been turned into a fairy 
tale and made Noah into some form of 
an ancient Dr. Doolittle 
➢ It is an embarrassment, and it could 

not be farther from the truth 
➢ While this account is considered 

among the top “children’s stories” in 
the Bible, it is far from family friendly 

➢ It is a story full of sin, oppression, 
and judgment culminating in the 
destruction of all life but a few 

➢ And yet, it is also a story of grace, 
rescue, and redemption  

➢ The record of Noah and the flood is 
so much more than a children’s 
story, b/c it is an account that… 

 
MP: Noah & the Flood points us to 
God’s ultimate rescue plan in Jesus.  
 
 
 
 



• In that sense, it is the best type of 
story for children, as well as adults. 
For teenagers as well as senior 
citizens.  
➢ That is what I want you to see this 

morning – the story of a gracious 
God who provides a plan of rescue 

➢ Today will NOT be an apologetic 
approach to the flood story 

➢ Don’t intend to spend time on the 
science behind the flood, where 
Noah stashed all the dinosaurs, or 
the size of the ark 
▪ Can travel four hours into the 

dessert of the Midwest to see that 
➢ Today, I simply want you to hear 

the gospel according to Noah 
➢ Gospel is a common word we use 

around here at NCBC but it is a 
very important one 

➢ It is one we are called to proclaim to 
everyone, so how do we see it put 
on display in the story of Noah?  

➢ Believe that the gospel message 
has four primary components: God, 
sin, rescue, and response 



The Gospel begins with a holy God 
 

• God shows his great power 
➢ As we saw last week, our God is a 

God of great power and order 
➢ He speaks and light appears 
➢ He speaks and the waters obey 
➢ He speaks and man lives 
➢ There is no one like our God! 
➢ He is great and amazing in His 

power 
➢ But we must understand what that 

means for us as His creation 
➢ As our creator… 

 

• God has ultimate authority  
➢ As the one who made all things, 

God owns all things 
➢ Psalm 24:1 – the earth is the Lord’s 

and all it contains 
➢ Even the pattern of creation shows 

us the responsibility of the created 
to the Creator 

➢ When God speaks, the world 
responds to its maker 



➢ As such we are reminded that when 
God speaks through His word, it 
has ultimate authority over our lives 

➢ But if we are honest, we tend to 
chafe against the idea of authority 

➢ Whether it be governmental 
overreach or abuses by prior 
spiritual leaders, we all have a 
tendency to resist authority or at 
least view it w/skepticism, which is 
why it is important to remember … 

 

• God made all things good 
➢ Genesis 1:31 summary: all the 

creation declared very good 
➢ The goodness of creation is like a 

puddle reflecting the goodness of 
its creator 

➢ As such, it reminds us that God’s 
power and authority always extend 
from his goodness 

➢ He only has the best interests of 
His creation in mind 

➢ Crucial for us to understand as we 
consider the 2nd phase of the gospel 
message where we see that... 



The Gospel reveals the wickedness 
of sin  
 

• Turn back over to Genesis 6 
➢ Read verse 5 
➢ That’s quite the declaration of guilt 
➢ Consider all the words used to 

describe the extent of sin 
▪ Wickedness of man was great 
▪ Every intention or every thought 

was only evil continually  
➢ How in the world did we get here? 
➢ How did we get from every aspect 

of creation being declared ‘very 
good’ in Genesis 1:31 to every man 
being declared ‘exceedingly wicked’ 
in Genesis 6:5?  

➢ It only takes 4 chapters to spiral out 
of control!  

➢ That is because . . .  
 
 
 
 

 



• Sin grows over time 
➢ As perfect as things were in the 

beginning, they spiral quickly 
➢ It begins w/the entrance of sin into 

the world in Genesis 3 
➢ God’s clear rule to not eat from the 

tree of good & evil is broken by 
Adam and Eve 

➢ In an attempt to be God-like, they 
eat of its fruit and are disappointed, 
as they become the first to discover 
the sad reality of sin: it does not 
deliver on its promises 
▪ They do not become like God 
▪ And they are far from fulfilled  

➢ But while sin does not deliver its 
promises, God certainly does 

➢ As promised, they were punished 
for their rebellion and removed from 
the garden  

➢ Quickly realize that God is true to 
His promises that death would now 
enter His world 
▪ Ch. 4 – Cain kills Abel 
▪ Ch. 5 – Genealogy of death 
▪ Ch. 6 – All is corrupted by sin 



• Sin saddens God’s heart 
➢ V.6 – in response to man’s sinful 

heart, God is grieved in his own 
➢ His grief is not over a mistake he 

made in creating man but pain over 
the perversion of human sin 

➢ People get worked up about God 
“being sorry” & “regretting” 

➢ After all God does not change, 
right? How do we reconcile this?  

➢ Where we must remember that 
while God is sovereign over time, 
he also acts within time w/real, 
genuine emotion 

➢ Account reminds us that sin is 
personal to God; he feels it 
▪ We do not serve an indifferent 

God who created, stepped back, 
and let it all go 

▪ No, he is intimately involved in 
every detail 

▪ We serve a God who feels; who 
expresses real emotion 

➢ As such, we see sin for what it really 
is to God: a judgment for those who 
refuse to repent; therefore . . .  



• Sin must be punished 
➢ V.7 makes clear that the only option 

for this wickedness is death (read) 
➢ Sin is an offense against a holy 

God; sin invites God’s judgment 
➢ This is a theme that would be 

carried throughout the Bible all the 
way into the New Testament 
▪ Romans 6:23 – wages of sin 
▪ Eph. 2:1 – dead in your sin 
▪ Romans 8:1 – condemnation 

apart from Christ 
➢ So, by the time we get down to 

v.13, God made it very clear to 
Noah that a storm was coming 

➢ Judgment was on the horizon and 
the clock was ticking 

➢ Such remains the case even today 
➢ God has warned us that another 

judgment is coming 
➢ Your sin is worthy of nothing more 

than death and destruction  
➢ So where is the hope? If ‘gospel’ 

means good news, where do we 
find it?  

 



The Gospel offers the hope of rescue 
 

• God’s rescue plan is built solely on his 
grace (6:8) 
➢ Look at the simplicity of verse 8 
➢ Humbles us when we realize that 

the actual meaning of that word 
‘favor’ is ‘grace’ 

➢ Noah found grace in God’s eyes 
➢ God did not choose Noah b/c he 

was more worthy; He did not 
choose Noah b/c he behaved better 
than all the rest; He did not choose 
Noah b/c of his mad carpentry skills 

➢ Noah did not somehow earn God’s 
favor as we so often believe 

➢ No, God chose Noah simply b/c 
God is gracious to save sinners 

➢ He was no better than the rest, just 
like Abraham - a pagan worshipper 
before God’s call to follow him 
▪ Eph. 2:4, 8 – But God..by grace.. 

➢ How is God going to build his 
rescue plan? Not with gopher wood 
but with grace! 

➢ We must also see that this plan… 



• God’s rescue plan has just one 
entrance (6:14-21) 
➢ Dare I say, his plan is quite narrow? 
➢ It includes just one boat, one set of 

directions, and only one door 
➢ God’s plan to Noah: build an ark 
➢ Ark not so much a boat as a box 
➢ Purpose was not to sail the seven 

seas but to float & survive 
▪ More of a bath toy than anything 

➢ This was radical to Noah, but God 
gave him specific instructions for 
this single vessel of rescue large 
enough for his family and two of 
every kind of animal  
▪ Don’t hear Noah argue 
▪ Don’t hear him ask about other 

possible options 
➢ God makes it clear: this is the way! 
➢ If that is not enough, he tells him to 

put one door in the side of it (v.16) 
▪ More efficient with several?  

➢ No, just one door, one entrance into 
my vehicle for rescue 
▪ Are you beginning to see the 

beauty of God’s rescue plan?  



• Points to our ultimate rescue in Jesus 
➢ Noah & the Flood drives us to our 

ultimate hope in Jesus 
▪ John 14:6 – “I am the way” 
▪ Jesus is the door/entrance to our 

deliverance from sin 
➢ The ark is a beautiful picture of 

what it means for us to be ‘in Christ’ 
➢ After Noah finished: building ark, 

storing food, collecting animals, and 
loading everyone on board, 7:16 
says God shut him in  

➢ In the ark, Noah & his family were 
safe; in the ark, they were saved 
from the God’s judgment; in the ark 
they were preserved for a living 
hope and a new beginning 

➢ Friend, that is the hope of the 
gospel for those who are “in Christ” 
▪ Rom. 8:1 – no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus  
➢ But, I recognize this rescue plan 

may seem strange to some as it did 
in Noah’s day as well; that is b/c … 

 



• God’s rescue plan looks foolish to the 
world (Heb. 11:7) 
➢ Hebrews describes Noah as a man 

planning for unseen events 
➢ Can you imagine the ridicule he 

would have received throughout?  
▪ No floods, no rain (Gen. 2:5), no 

ocean nearby 
➢ Would have been the laughingstock 

of the village; the punchline of 
everyone’s rotten jokes 

➢ All of this went on and on, decade 
after decade as Noah continued to 
faithfully pursue God’s rescue plan  

➢ To everyone, Noah was a fool 
➢ But here is where we must 

remember something very important  
▪ 1 Corinthians 1:18  

➢ God’s plan of rescue by means of a 
cross almost seems like a joke 
▪ A bloody cross, a human sacrifice, 

an empty tomb; seriously?  
➢ Until God shows you grace, your 

eyes will always be blinded 
➢ But for those who believe, it is the 

power of God that has saved them 



The Gospel calls for you to respond 
 

• Heed the warning of God’s coming 
judgment through repentance & faith 
➢ The sad reality is that everything 

except Noah, his family, and the 
select animals were destroyed in 
the global flood 

➢ God washed the world clean in His 
judgment against sin 

➢ Story ends in Gen. 9 with God’s 
covenant w/Noah 

➢ Places a rainbow in the sky as a 
sign of peace & a promise never 
again to flood the earth in this way 

➢ While a flood of judgment is no 
longer coming the fire of judgment 
is for those who do not repent 
▪ 2 Peter 3:7 

➢ Rainbow reminds us that God is a 
God who keeps His promises; His 
Word is true 

➢ That includes His warnings of 
coming judgment on sin 



➢ And so I want to be bold enough to 
ask you today, have you truly fled 
the wrath that is to come?  

➢ Have you truly turned from you sin, 
and forsaken the things of this 
world in order to pursue God?  

➢ And have you cast yourself fully on 
the grace of Jesus as the only way 
you can be saved from sin?  

➢ Stop trusting that will somehow “get 
it together someday” 

➢ Stop believing the lie that your 
parents are Christians, so that 
certainly makes you one as well 

➢ Stop running farther and farther into 
this world and start running towards 
the ark! 

➢ Flee to the vessel of your eternal 
salvation and enter through the 
door that leads to life everlasting 

➢ Do not delay as they did in the days 
of Noah 

➢ Now, for those of you who have 
done this, who find yourself 
currently in Christ, I want to call you 
to respond by… 



• Trust and obey God even when it is 
hard 
➢ Noah is memorialized in Hebrews 

11 as one of the trophies of grace in 
the Hall of Faith  

➢ Did you notice Noah’s response to 
God throughout this account?  
▪ Gen. 6:22 and 7:25 

➢ Noah shows us what the obedience 
of faith looks like in two ways 

➢ First, by trusting God even when it 
is hard 

➢ Mentioned already the decades of 
scorn and persecution he endured 

➢ All b/c he was trusting God for 
something that had not yet 
happened 

➢ His trust was a powerful testimony 
to everyone who watched him work 

➢ He was a preacher of righteousness 
whose preaching probably sounded 
a lot like a hammer and a saw 

➢ In so doing, he faithfully testified to 
God in the midst of a crooked 
generation, even when it was not 
always easy to trust 



➢ Not always easy to trust this way 
▪ Intimacy w/God is greater than 

any human relationship can offer 
▪ Will never leave or forsake you, 

even when your spouse has 
➢ Though Noah could not see what 

was coming, he trusted God and 
➢ Secondly, he obeyed God even 

when it was hard 
➢ Noah labored for decades building a 

giant wooden box in the dessert 
➢ He persevered, not just because it 

was his only means of escape, but 
b/c he believed one very important 
truth about God – He is good 
▪ So often it feels easier to give in 

to sin than to flee from it 
▪ To snap back at that person 

rather than extend them grace 
➢ So what drives obedience to God in 

such situations? What drove Noah? 
➢ The trust that God’s commandments 

are not burdensome but good 
➢ B/c we serve a good God who does 

not want to drive us to despair but, 
rather, wants to drive us to himself 



• Sacrificially serve and worship God 
for his gracious salvation  
➢ After the flood waters subside, we 

find Noah and his family doing what 
else but worshipping 

➢ But this worship was not just some 
hymn sing; it was a time of sacrifice 
▪ 7:2 – extra clean animals 
▪ Poor guys thought they were 

catching a break! 
➢ What does the ending to this story 

show us?  
➢ A life of sacrificial service to God is 

the only appropriate response to 
the one who rescued you from sin 
▪ Romans 12:1 

➢ Like Noah, we too are called to 
build an altar – not with bricks but 
with our lives 

➢ And we are called to sacrifice 
ourselves – our time, our energies, 
our resources – all of our being in 
view of the mercies of God 

➢ This is our privilege as those who 
have been brought through death 
and experience the joy of eternal life 



• Benediction 
➢ Praise the Lord we serve a God 

who is merciful and gracious to 
rescue unworthy sinners like us 

➢ Our sin has abounded, grace 
abounds even more 

➢ If you are still wondering about this 
“gospel” message we have talked 
about this morning, please know we 
would love to speak with you more 
after the service 
▪ People available to speak with 

➢ Before you go, friendly reminder 
that you have an assignment today 

➢ The Super Bowl may be a few 
hours away, but there’s no reason 
we can’t run our two-minute drill 
right after service 
▪ Find a new face and introduce 

yourself to them 
➢ Benediction from Romans 15:4-6 

 
 
 


