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Does God Intend Evil for Our Good?  
Genesis 37-50 - NCBC, March 6, 2022 

 
Main Point: Evil never thwarts God’s plan; God even 
intends for human sin to accomplish His good plan.  
  

• God is always good and righteous in the outworking 
of His plans for His people (37:2; 46:2-4) 

 

• God is always in control even when evil seems to be 
winning (37-50) 

 
o God is working through oppressive relationships 

(37; 45:5-8; 50:20) 
 

o God is working through tragic injustice (39:2-3, 21, 
23) 
 

o God is working through painful affliction (40; 
41:16, 25, 28, 32, 38-39; 51-52) 
 

o God is working through sin’s exposure (42:21-22, 
28; 43:14, 23, 29; 44:16) 

 

• God’s purposeful rule over every part of my life brings 
great hope and comfort (Romans 8:28) 

 
Communion:  Remember God’s goodness to you 
through the world’s most spectacular sin – the 
murder of Jesus – and rest in God’s sovereign grace. 
(Acts 2:23, 4:28) 
 

Opening Announcements:   
 
• March 2022’s Recommended Resource is The Company We 

Keep by Jonathan Holmes.  Pick up your complimentary copy 
in the Church Resource center anytime this month, and grow 
your understanding and practice of biblical friendship. 

• Next Sunday, Mar 13, begins a new 12-week term of our Adult 
Discipleship Electives during our 9:30a hour on Sunday 
mornings.  Plan now to attend and learn more at: 
https://myncbc.org/connect/adults/adult-discipleship-electives/  

<<Christ is Mine Forevermore>> 
 

 

 
Aren’t you thankful for that life-giving truth?  Whatever 
befalls me, Jesus is mine, and He is enough.    
 
Please continue your worship now by opening your Bible 
to Genesis chapter 37. 
 

https://myncbc.org/connect/adults/adult-discipleship-electives/
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If you do not have a Bible with you, we’d love to give you 
a Bible.  Simply raise your hand as the ushers come by, 
as you’ll all definitely want to have a Bible open in front of 
you for this sermon.  
 
Please know I’ve prayed for every person who would 
hear this sermon… that your heart would be eager and 
soft… teachable and receptive.   
 
After all, it’s possible to listen to God’s Word, but not be 
changed by it.  It’s possible to hear, but not embrace.  So 
I prayed that God would help you understand God’s 
Word, believe it, and submit your life to its glorious truth, 
so that you leave this message more satisfied in Jesus. 
 
So open your Bible, but please also open your heart to 
Genesis chapter 37,  

 
Where we encounter the life of Joseph.  Today I’m 
attempting to preach Genesis 37 to 50.   Yep, you heard 
me right… I’m trying to preach 14 chapters today!!   
 
Obviously I can’t rightly preach Joseph’s life in one 
message …so please…go read through these Genesis 
37-50 later.   
 
Today I’m just going to trace God’s purposes through 
some of the deepest pits in Joseph’s life. We’re 
particularly focused on this question, Does God intend 
evil for our good? Is God really in control when evil 
seems to be winning in my life?  How should I think about 
the goodness of an all-powerful God when I see so much 
sin, war, and injustice all around me?  
 
To get us started, I’ll read the first 4 verses of Genesis 
chapter 37.  
 
So if you’re able, please stand in honor of the reading of 
God’s Word, as I read from the ESV translation, starting 
in Genesis 37, verse 1: 
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Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the 
land of Canaan. 2 These are the generations of Jacob. 
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the 
flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of 
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought 
a bad report of them to their father. 3 Now Israel loved 
Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was 
the son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many 
colors. 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved 
him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could 
not speak peacefully to him.  
 
This is the reading of God’s Word.  Let’s Pray. 
 

 
If God’s character was like a large mansion, then God’s 
Word is like a tour guide who is eager to show us all the 
beauty and fine details of God’s character as page after 
page reveals more and more of who God truly is. 
 
God’s Word walks us through the front porch of God’s 
mercy, the garden of His grace, the master suite of His 
oneness, and the great hall of His faithfulness.  But 
today, as we open our Bibles to Genesis 37 and 
encounter the story of Joseph, we are being ushered into 
the majestic library or study of God’s providence.   
 
Perhaps no other biblical narrative more clearly reveals 
the doctrine of God’s providence than the life of Joseph.  
This is far more than a children’s story.  After all so many 
Children’s Bible story books regrettably shrink Joseph’s 

 
1 Psalm 24:1, 66:7, 103:19, 115:3, 135:6; Proverbs 16:4; 2 Chronicles 20:5-

6; Isaiah 46:9-10; Daniel 4:34-35; Romans 11:36; Colossians 1:16-17; 

story down to a moralistic lesson about how you should 
treat your brothers and sisters.   
 
But these 14 chapters at the end of Genesis contain 
mind-bending vistas of God’s purposeful rule at work in 
the shoe-leather of human sin and suffering, all in a way 
that simultaneously offends the proud and comforts the 
humble.  
 
So let’s quickly define, 
 

 
The doctrine of God’s providence. 
 
God’s providence is His purposeful sovereignty.  So look 
here for a moment: 
 
God is sovereign, meaning God rules over all, and 
nothing is beyond His control.1  But underneath the 
umbrella of God’s sovereignty is God’s providence…in 
other words, that part of God’s rule that is directive, or 

Revelation 19:6; c.f. https://bible.org/seriespage/11-most-high-rules  

https://bible.org/seriespage/11-most-high-rules
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purposeful.2  God’s providence is that active aspect of 
God’s sovereignty through which God Himself brings 
about His own plan, and works His own ends.   
 
The providence of God brings great comfort to the 
believer when rightly understood, for the doctrine of 
God’s providence assures that every one of God’s 
promises and plans will be fulfilled in God’s perfect time, 
all according to His own wise intentions and design, even 
when it seems like evil is winning all around us.   
 
And this is the main point from Joseph’s life…that, 
 

 
Evil never thwarts God’s plan. God even intends for 
human sin to accomplish His good plan. No evil or 
injustice ever surprises God, or causes God to wring His 
hands and react with “plan B.”  
 
So as we begin this jet tour of Joseph’s life today, please 
carefully note that, 
 

 
2 Job 42:2; Jeremiah 29:11; Isaiah 46:11 

 
God is always good and righteous in the outworking of 
His plans for His people.   
 
After all, a common argument against God goes like this: 
 

 
Premise 1:  A sovereign God could prevent evil.  Premise 
2:  A good God would want to prevent evil.  Conclusion:  
If God is both good and sovereign, then there would be 
no evil.  But Premise 3:  There is obviously evil in our 
world.  Therefore, the conclusion for so many is that: God 
cannot be both good and sovereign.3  

3 For a fuller discussion of this argument, please see John Frame’s helpful 
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But God’s thoughts are higher than human thoughts.4  So 
whenever we find ourselves questioning God’s character 
because of evil, we must learn from Job,5 quiet our 
tongue, and listen more carefully to how God’s Word 
actually reveals God’s nature. 
 
So loved ones, listen carefully: according to Scripture, 
God is always good.6  Jesus said, “No one is good, 
except God alone.”7  The Psalmist said, God is good, and 
what He does is good.8  God’s very nature is holiness 
and righteousness.  James 1 verse 13 clearly teaches 
that God never tempts anyone to do evil.   
 
Therefore God can never be held accountable for sin or 
evil.9  Sin and evil is always the direct responsibility of 
moral creation which is accountable to God’s judgment 
for their rebellious choices. 
 
So while Premise 1 is biblically accurate (for certainly the 
Scriptures witness to God’s power over evil),  
 

 
book, Apologetics to the Glory of God: An Introduction (Phillipsburg, NJ: 

P&R, 1994) 
4 Psalm 50:21; Isaiah 55:8-9; Romans 9:14-24 
5 Job 40:3-5; c.f. Job 42:1-6 

 
The story of Joseph shows us clearly that Premise 2 is 
flawed.  Sometimes God actually intends for the 
accountable sins of humans to bring about His sovereign 
purposes.  It is biblically possible for a good and 
righteous God to accomplish good plans for His people 
through the evil actions of morally accountable souls.   
 
Joseph teaches us this unexpected and mysterious 
aspect of God’s providence – that at times God even 
designs human sin to accomplish His good plan… all in a 
way that never makes God Himself accountable for the 
sin, but always preserves God’s good and sovereign 
control in all things. 
 

6 https://www.gotquestions.org/God-is-good.html  
7 Luke 18:19 
8 Psalm 119:68 
9 Hebrews 4:15 

https://www.gotquestions.org/God-is-good.html
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So let’s dive into chapter 37 to see how God is good and 
righteous in the outworking of His plans for His people. 
 
Chapter 36 is the story of Esau – the successful man 
who failed miserably. Then Chapter 37 turns attention to 
Isaac’s other son, Jacob.   Verse 2 says, 
 

 
These are the generations of Jacob. 
 

 
10 Genesis 35:10-12; C.f. Genesis 28:13-15, 46:2-4 
11 Genesis 46:2-4 

In other words, from chapter 37 forward, the biblical 
narrative is about Jacob’s family.   
 

 
For remember back in Genesis 35, God changed 
Jacob’s name to “Israel,”10 and promised to bring a great 
nation with kings from Jacob’s offspring.   
 
So don’t miss God’s good plans for Jacob and his 
offspring.  Genesis 37-50 seems to be all about 
Joseph… but in fact, these chapters are about something 
greater than Joseph.  Genesis 37-50 is all about how 
God is accomplishing His good plans for Jacob and His 
family.  In order to preserve Israel, and save Israel from 
starving in Canaan, and bring them all to a place of 
flourishing in Egypt,11 so that Israel could grow from a 
family of 70 people12 to nearly 2 million people in just 400 
short years.13   
 
This extended narrative clearly demonstrates that, 
 

12 Genesis 46:27; Exodus 1:5 
13 Genesis 15:13; Acts 7:6 
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God is always in control even when evil seems to be 
winning.  And isn’t this a timely comfort for our own 
hearts, loved ones?  No matter how deep and painful 
your present suffering… no matter how confused you 
might be by your present distress… our God is still in 
control, and He is still good.  Although you can’t see Him, 
He is still with you.14   
 
First in chapter 37 we see how, 
 

 

 
14 Job 23:8-10 
15 Read this bizarre account in Genesis 29:16-30 

God even works through oppressive relationships.  
Family feuds.  Favoritism. Pride. Jealousy. Hatred.  
Abuse. And human trafficking.  Let’s quickly skim through 
this chapter to see how this works: 
 
In verse 2, we meet Joseph as a high schooler.  He’s 17 
years old, and he tattles to dad with a bad report about 
his older half-brothers.  
 
In verse 3 we learn that Jacob loved Joey more than any 
of his other boys, because he was Rachel’s firstborn. 
(Remember Jacob’s family was responsible for putting 
the word “fun” in “dysfunctional.”  Jacob had two wives, 
Rachel and Leah,15 and since they were in a competition 
to produce the most children they offered Jacob their 
handmaids Bilhah and Zilpah to produce children.16) By 
this time, Jacob had 12 boys, but he didn’t hide the fact 
that Joey was his favorite.  
 
In fact, verse 3 says he made Joseph wear a special 
coat …most English translations say “a coat of many 
colors” but actually the best translation of the Hebrew 
probably just means a long-sleeved coat.  We actually 
don’t know whether it had any color, but certainly the coat 
was special…a visible indication of privilege.  A coat 
fitting of a royal prince.  A constant visible reminder to 
everyone that little Joey was dad’s favorite… and verse 4 
says, all his brothers hated Joseph so much they couldn’t 
even stand talking to him. 
 

16 Read this sad account in Genesis 30:1-24.  Later in Genesis 35:22 Jacob’s 

oldest son Reuben will commit incest with Bilhah. 
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Then to make matters worse, in verses 5-11 Joseph tells 
his brothers about two dreams he had… about how he is 
going to rule over them someday, which only cause them 
to hate him all the more,17 right? 
 
Then in verses 13-14, Dad sends Joey out to spy on the 
older brothers as they are taking care of the flock of 
sheep at Shechem, about 50 miles north. 
 
So Joseph leaves on this 50-mile trip, not realizing that it 
would be 22 long years before he’d ever see his dad 
again.  Because look at verse 18, when Joseph finally 
catches up to his brothers in Dothan18 his brothers see 
him coming and hatch a plot to murder him.  
 
Now please don’t race past the dark evil of this abusive 
betrayal. This is horrific evil… in verse 25 the brothers sit 
down to eat while their naked19 step-brother is crying in a 
hot dark pit…suffering from their violence. 
 
Then, in verse 25, by God’s providence, traders20 pass 
by, on the way to Egypt, of all places!  (There’s no 
coincidences with God, loved ones!)  Judah convinces 
the brothers to make a fast 20 shekels…so they sell 
Joseph as a slave, and verse 28 ends with Joseph being 
drug away to Egypt.  

 
17 Genesis 37:5, 9, 11 
18 An additional 15 miles North of Shechem 
19 Genesis 37:23 
20 The Ishmaelites were also known as Midianites (c.f. vv. 28, 36; 39:1).  

The descendants of Ishmael and of Abraham through Keturah and Midian 

(25:1-2) were sufficiently intermarried or were such inveterate travelers and 

traders, that they were viewed as synonymous groups.  These were coming 

Then they take the special coat of favoritism, in verse 31, 
slaughter a goat, and dip the robe in the blood, in order to 
deceive dad that little Joey must have been eaten by a 
wild animal.21  
 
So chapter 37 concludes with verse 36,  
 
Meanwhile, Joseph was sold in Egypt to Potiphar, who by 
God’s providence was the head of Pharoah’s secret 
service.   
 
Now, ask yourself: does it seem like evil is winning in 
chapter 37?  If you were Joseph, would you be able to 
see God’s goodness in this chapter?   
 
Probably not.  But church, God is always doing more in 
our problems than we can see.  God isn’t just aware of 
our trouble, He’s actively working in our trouble.   
 
Because God Himself was actually working through 
these oppressive relationships.   
 
Turn quickly to chapter 45, where we’ll start reading right 
after Joseph reveals his identity to his brothers in verse 
5: 
 

West from Gilead.  (Taken from the MacArthur Study Bible Notes) 
21 Ironically, Jacob himself deceived his dad with a slaughtered goat to steal 

the blessing from his brother Esau. (c.f. Genesis 27, esp vv. 8-9, 16)  The 

dysfunction in this chosen patriarchal family is quite staggering. Doesn’t 

this well illustrate the glorious grace of God who chooses to bring Himself 

glory by mercifully blessing sinners – all apart from our own merit, but for 

His own glory and praise!! 
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Now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves 
because you sold me here, for God sent me before you 
to preserve life.   
 
Time out.  Who sent Joseph to Egypt?  Well the brothers 
trafficked him, right?  But God sent Joseph to Egypt.  
God had to get Joseph to Egypt for the sake of His good 
plan to save Jacob’s family.  So verse 7 of chapter 45 
continues, 
 
God sent me before you… verse 8 … So it was not you 
who sent me here, but God. 
 
This is not a popular doctrine…but it is a clear biblical 
doctrine.22  God is always in control even when evil 
seems to be winning.   
 

 
22 C.f. Psalm 105:16-22 which again gives God the ultimate credit for why 

Joseph ended up enslaved in Egypt.  Other obvious biblical examples of 

God actively controlling evil would be the 10 plagues, the flood of global 

destruction, when He moved Shimei to curse David (2 Samuel 16:11), or 

when He directed Assyria to chastise His people (Isaiah 10:5), or when He 

“put” a lying spirit in the mouths of Ahab’s prophets (1 Kings 22:23), and 

In chapter 50, verse 20, Joseph repeats this conviction 
with even greater clarity: 
 

 
Telling his brothers, 
 
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 
your evil for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today.23  
 
Friends… humbly submit your understanding of God to 
this verse:   
 
What sinners intend for evil, God intends for good.  
Notice it doesn’t say, what sinners meant for evil, God 
allowed for good.  It doesn’t even say, what sinners 
meant for evil, God used for good.   
 

countless other examples, etc. etc. 
23 Genesis 50:20 is often considered to be the Old Testament version of 

Romans 8:28 in the New Testament. Such grand and glorious truth is a 

wonderful source of comfort and hope to the soul who rests in the goodness 

of God’s sovereign nature.  
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The same Hebrew word is used in both phrases for 
“meant” or “intended” or “planned”.  Genesis 50:20 
clearly teaches that God plans for human sin to 
accomplish His good plan, all in a way that He Himself is 
never guilty of sin, but He is purposefully controlling and 
directing every aspect of history to accomplish His good 
purposes. 
  
But Joseph’s problems are actually just beginning, for in 
chapter 39 we see, 
 

 
God is working through tragic injustice. 
 
As you begin reading chapter 39 … put yourself in 
Joseph’s sandals.  You’re 17 or 18 years old.  You’ve 
now been sold twice – once by your family, and then in 
Egypt.  You were purchased by the head of Pharoah’s 
secret service, and pushed into a completely foreign 
context.  You don’t speak the language.  The Egyptian 
culture must have been overwhelming to this spoiled 
Hebrew teenager.  But verses 2-5 reveal that God was 
still working through all this injustice: 
 

 
For the LORD was with Joseph, and he became a 
successful man, … 
 
Now that’s supernatural, isn’t it?  Even though life wasn’t 
fair for Joseph, God was still there.  That’s worth 
remembering: “life isn’t fair, but God is still there.”  Turn 
and tell that to someone, “Life isn’t fair, but God is still 
there.”   
 
Our good God is always in control.   
 
Which means then, that no tragedy is ever so severe in 
our lives that it is impossible to honor the Lord, right? It is 
God’s control over our injustices that gives us the 
assurance of 1 Corinthians 10:13 – that God will never 
put us in a position where we have to sin, but instead will 
always provide a way for us to honor Him … even in the 
midst of great suffering and injustice.  
 
But of course God’s presence with us doesn’t guarantee 
a successful or fair life.  Because God’s plan required for 
Joseph to go to Pharoah’s prison.  And God actually 
used Joseph’s righteousness to land him in jail. 
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You see, verse 6 tells us that Joseph was easy on the 
eyes.  And verse 7 introduces to Potiphar’s wife, a very 
aggressive and persistent adulteress.24  
 
Joseph refused to sin against God in verse 9, even 
though she repeatedly propositions him.25 And 
sometimes, just like Joseph, it seems that we suffer for 
doing the right thing in life, right?26  But God’s still there!   
 
So when Potiphar’s wife tries to rape Joseph in verse 12, 
Joseph flees,27 only to be falsely accused and thrown by 
Potiphar into the white-collar prison28 for all of Pharoah’s 
personal enemies.29  
 
After all, any criminal from Pharoah’s court couldn’t be 
put in the general prison population, because they knew 
too much about Pharoah and Egypt. So God is in perfect 
control here…working through tragic injustice to 
accomplish His good plan ultimately for His people’s 
salvation.  
 
Then look at verse 21: 
 

 
24 C.f. Proverbs 5-7 aptly describes Potiphar’s wife. 
25 While Joseph’s a great example of sexual purity, Genesis 39 isn’t 

primarily about sexual purity. This chapter is about God’s providence – 

how God is purposefully working through the responsible actions of sinful 

people to get Joseph into Pharoah’s prison. 
26 C.f. Matthew 5:10-12; 2 Timothy 3:12; 1 Peter 4:12-19 
27 1 Corinthians 6:18 
28 It’s very possible this prison was on Potiphar’s estate, or at least under his 

charge – 41:10. 

The LORD was with Joseph, and showed him steadfast 
love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the 
prison.  
 
This is amazing.  God causes Joseph to be made the 
chief prison guard!30   
 
Never do we read about Joseph complaining about again 
finding himself in “the pits.”31  Instead Joseph believed 
God was good, and he trusted God was still in control 
even when he didn’t understand.  
 
Now we know from chapter 40 verse 15 that Joseph 
desperately wanted out of prison, but just like Job, the 
hits were going to just keep coming. 
 
Chapters 40 and 41 help us see how, 
 

29 Since it was most common for adulterous slaves in Egypt to be 

immediately executed, it’s likely Potiphar not only knew Joseph’s true 

character, but he also knew his wife’s true character…and so therefore in 

his anger and shame he only banished Joseph to Pharoah’s prison, rather 

than taking his life.  
30 Psalm 75:6-7 
31 Genesis 41:14 refers to this “white-collar prison” as “the pit.” Compare 

with Genesis 37:24 
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God was still working through painful affliction. 
 
Chapter 40 explains why God needed to get Joseph into 
this particular prison. 
 
Because in verse 1, we meet Pharoah’s cupbearer, or 
butler, and his baker.  They were suspected of trying to 
poison Pharoah, so he threw them both into prison, and 
notice verse 4, it just so happened in God’s providence 
that these two prisoners were appointed to Joseph’s 
charge.32  
 
Now the cliff notes of chapter 40 is this: 
 
The butler has a good dream, and the baker has a bad 
dream.  In verse 8, Joseph credits God for the ability to 
interpret dreams, and then explains the meaning of both 
of these dreams. In verses 14-15 Joseph pleads with the 
butler to please remember me, and put in a good word 
for me with Pharoah, so that I can get out of this prison. 

 
32 Interestingly, it may have been Potiphar “the captain of the guard” who 

made this assignment, but there’s no way to know for sure. (c.f. 39:1, 

But look at verse 23, after all that Joseph did, the chief 
butler forgot about Joseph. 
 
Loved ones… when you’re suffering, and the hits just 
seem to keep coming… and you feel like some of your 
closest friends have forgotten you… you must never 
forget…your good God is still in control!   
 
Chapter 41 verse 1 tells us Joseph suffered in that 
prison for two more years while the butler blissfully forgot 
him…until in God’s perfect providence… Pharoah himself 
had two horrific nightmares.33 
 
Only after none of the wise men in Egypt could interpret 
these nightmares did the butler wake up from his 
amnesia in verse 9. Then Pharoah called Joseph out of 
prison to come interpret his two nightmares. 
 
Now… verse 46 tells us that Joseph was 30 years old 
when he interpreted Pharoah’s dreams.  So loved ones… 
he had lived through 13 long years injustice, affliction, 
and slavery.  So what was the condition of Joseph’s soul 
after enduring so much evil?  
 
Look at verse 16. Joseph says, 
 
It is not in me; God will give Pharoah a favorable answer. 
 
Verse 25: God has revealed to Pharoah what he is about 
to do. 
 

41:10) 
33 Genesis 41:1-8 
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Verse 32: The doubling of Pharoah’s dream means that 
the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it 
about.  
 
Did you catch how God-centered Joseph was?  There’s 
not a hint of anger towards God, or of bitterness against 
God, for what he’s just lived through the last 13 years. So 
much so, that Pharoah acknowledges in verse 39 saying,  
 
Since God has shown you all this, there is none so 
discerning and wise as you are.  
 
Does this surprise you?  That Joseph openly credits God 
for revealing what He is about to do in both the 7 years of 
prosperity, and in the 7 years of famine.  Both prosperity 
and adversity are the work of God in Joseph’s theology.  
Joseph understands that behind all painful affliction, God 
is working. 
 
So Pharoah promotes Joseph to be the prime minister of 
Egypt, and in verse 51 Joseph finally enjoys some relief, 
naming his first child, Manasseh, since God has made 
me forget all my hardship and all my father’s house.  
 
But then in chapters 42-44, we see how God is always in 
control even when more evil gets exposed.   
  

 
For it is God who is working through sin’s exposure. 
 
I wish we had time to really unpack all the glorious details 
of chapters 42-44… because it’s an amazing story.  
 
Joseph is now 39 years old. He’s helped Egypt become 
the grocery store to the entire Middle east after his wise 
planning through the 7 years of plenty. They are now two 
years into the famine, and Jacob’s family back in Canaan 
is beginning to starve.  
 
So Jacob sends all the boys except Benji – Joseph’s 
younger brother – his new favorite… some people never 
learn… to Egypt and verse 6 makes it clear that in God’s 
providence, Joseph himself was the one who sold to all 
the people of the land.  So don’t miss this in verse 6,  
 
Joseph’s brothers came and bowed themselves before 
him with their faces to the ground. 
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Does that remind you of Joseph’s dreams back in 
chapter 37 verses 7 and 9?34  Yeah… this is the 
fulfillment of what God revealed to Jacob’s family 22 
years earlier. 
 
Joseph immediately begins to test whether his brothers 
have changed or not: accusing them of being spies, 
putting them in prison for three days, and then keeping 
Simeon as collateral while sending them back to Canaan 
with provisions and a requirement for them to bring back 
Benjamin to prove that they are not spies.  
 
Now for the sake of time, I’ll just point out two verses that 
show how God works even through sin’s exposure. 
 
In chapter 42, verse 21 after Joseph keeps Simeon in 
custody and sends them off to get Benjamin, the brothers 
say to one another, 
 

 
In truth we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we 
saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us and we 

 
34 C.f. 44:14 

did not listen.  That is why this distress has come upon 
us.   
 
So notice … 22 years after they abused and trafficked 
Joseph… their guilty consciences are still talking when 
they suffer themselves.   
 
Can you feel the emotion in verse 21?  For 22 years 
they’d been rehearsing the cries of their 17-year old 
brother: “Simeon… no… please… let me go.  Judah… 
why are do you doing this to me?  Please no!  Let me tell 
dad goodbye…” 
 
Their guilt was so strong, that later, on their second trip to 
Egypt, after Joseph’s cup is found in Benjamin’s sack 
and Joseph asked why they stole from him, Judah 
answers in chapter 44, verse 16,   

 
What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak?  Or 
how we can clear ourselves?  God has found out the guilt 
of your servants.  
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Now…that’s interesting, isn’t it?  Because they weren’t 
actually guilty of stealing Joseph’s cup.35, 36   
 
These brothers were guilty because of how they had 
sinned against Joseph!   
 
So note this loved ones, whenever sin comes out, and 
guilt is confessed, God is working. God’s control is clearly 
seen through this entire story… even when evil seems to 
be winning.   
 
So in chapter 46 verse 2 God finally reveals to Jacob 
how He’s been making a way for Jacob and his family to 
find deliverance in Egypt, where God will turn Jacob’s 
offspring into a great nation from which He will bless the 
entire earth. 
 
And Genesis concludes with all of Jacob’s family settling 
in the best land of Egypt, the land of Goshen, under the 
blessing, care, and even forgiveness of Joseph.  
 
So let’s apply this all to ourselves for a moment.  
Because once you understand that God is always good, 
and that God is always in control … even when evil 
seems to be winning… then, 
 

 
35 Joseph had planted his cup in Benjamin’s bag (Genesis 44:1-2) to test 

whether the brothers would sacrifice their brother for their own selfish gain 

again or not. 
36 In many ways, the change in how the brothers were not thinking of 

Benjamin and their father, rather than their own hatred, jealousy, and 

 
God’s purposeful rule over every part of my life brings 
great hope and comfort.  
 
The doctrine of God’s providence, or active purposeful 
rule in my life, is not something to despise.  This doesn’t 
make God into some mean-spirited ogre who selfishly 
uses His children’s suffering for cheap thrills.   
In fact, just the opposite!   
 
For if God wasn’t sovereign over evil and sin… then what 
hope would we have when we encounter evil in our lives?   
 
If God was just reacting to human’s sin, but not in control 
of it, then what hope would we have for sin to be 
conquered and God’s plans for His glory and our eternal 
shalom to be accomplished?   
 

bitterness, is a demonstration of their repentance.  In 44:33 Judah even 

offers his own life as a substitute to take the punishment of Benjamin.  So 

the brothers are recognizing that God’s punishment of them was just even if 

the Egyptian prince was unjustly punishing them for something else.  
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You see, God’s providence, or His purposeful 
sovereignty gives great hope to the believer.  Just as 
Romans 8:28 teaches, 
 

 
We know that for those who love God – meaning those 
who are born again and adopted as God’s children – for 
those who love God, all things work together for good… 
 
All things includes our oppressive relationships, our tragic 
injustices, our painful afflictions, and our exposure of 
sin… all things work together for good … meaning of 
course not some temporary earthly success…but the 
eternal good of the glory of God and the accomplishment 
of His eternal plans as verse 29 goes on to teach. 
 
It is for this purpose and plan…the glory of God and the 
eternal good of His children… that God has called us His 
children, after all.  Therefore please understand from 
Joseph’s life,  
 

 
37 Acts 2:23 

 
That evil never thwarts God’s plan; God even intends and 
plans for human sin to accomplish His good plan.  
 
Nowhere is this more clearly seen than in the cross of 
Jesus, right? 
 

 
Where lawless men… morally responsible sinful men 
crucified Jesus according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God.37   
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Do you see how clearly in Acts 2:23 God intends for 
human sin to accomplish His good plan?   
 
Human evil never thwarts God’s plan.  God indeed does 
intend evil for our eternal good.   
 
O how important it is to remember this whenever evil 
seems to be winning in our lives… and the pits just seem 
to keep coming, and God’s promises don’t seem to be 
coming true for us.   
 
Therefore, the band is coming now to lead us all in a 
corporate response to this teaching… that no matter 
whether we are experiencing prosperity or adversity right 
now in our lives… we can sing out our conviction that 
God is always good, and God is always in control…and 
His purposeful rule over every part of my life gives me 
hope and comfort while I’m still in the pits. 
 
Then after we’ve sung together, we’re going to remember 
how Jesus suffered in our place to bring us to God. 
 
So please stand now, to respond by singing,  
 
<<Blessed Be Your Name>> together. 
 

 
38 Isaiah 53:3 

 
Now we get to remember God’s goodness to us through 
the world’s most spectacular sin – the murder of Jesus – 
and rest in God’s sovereign grace.  
 
For those of you who have been born again, and adopted 
into God’s family through faith in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, please take the communion elements and 
open the very top flap to expose the small wafer. 
 
This bread represents Jesus’ body which was broken for 
us.  After all, our Lord Jesus suffered through oppressive 
relationships, didn’t He?  He also was abused, hated, 
sold, and murdered. Jesus knows what its like to 
personally experience tragic injustice, and painful 
affliction.  As the “Man of Sorrows”38 Jesus willfully laid 
down His own life, and submitted Himself to His Father’s 
plan… knowing that God’s plan required Him to 
experience the fullest weight of all human sin… in order 
to save and rescue us and deliver many souls alive!! 
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So as you eat this wafer than represents Jesus’ suffering 
for you, take a moment and pray … thank God for how 
He suffered through so much evil to deliver your soul to 
God. 
 
Let’s eat, and thank God together.   
 
<<eat>> 
 
Amen.   
 
Now please peel back the lid of the juice cup, as we 
remember how Jesus shed His blood to pay for our sins.  
Jesus suffered personally for us loved ones.  He shed 
His own blood so that all of our sins… past, present, and 
future, might be forgiven.39   
 
So is there any sin that you need to confess to God 
today?  Do you have a guilty conscience?  Dear soul, 
confess your sins to God… He is faithful and just to 
forgive our sins, and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.40   
 
Jesus paid the penalty for all our sins when He shed His 
blood for us!  Therefore, we never have to endure evil to 
pay for our sins in some way.  Romans 8 verse 1 makes 
that clear – there is now therefore no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus!  Once Jesus saves you, 
you are forever safe and secure in God.  No matter what 
evil may befall you in this short life… the blood covering 

 
39 The cross perfectly harmonizes Divine justice and mercy – Romans 3:26; 

5:8-9, 20-21 

of Jesus on your soul gives rest to you by God’s 
sovereign grace. 
 
So that’s why Jesus taught us to drink this cup together… 
so that we’d remember the New Covenant that was 
sealed by His blood.  For as often as we celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper together we proclaim His death until He 
comes.41 
 
So confess your sins, receive God’s forgiveness today, 
and let’s drink now as we remember His blood sacrifice 
which takes away all of our sins. 
 
<<Drink>>  Amen. 
 

 
Church – we have a very big God.  Aren’t you thankful 
that His ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not 
our thoughts?  Aren’t you thankful that our God is good… 
and always in control… so that we might have hope in 
this life? 

40 1 John 1:9 
41 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 



Page 19a of 20 Page 19b of 20 

 
Let’s pray out our benediction now from Romans 15, 
verses 4-6, as we transition into our prayer gathering 
together in just a few minutes.  
 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, that through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May 
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 

such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 
6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Amen.  You are dismissed. 
 

 
Please show this slide immediately after the conclusion of the 
Benediction in both 1st and 2nd services for 2 minutes; then after 2 
minutes, you can transition to other slides, etc. Thank you! 
 
<<TODAY ALL-CHURCH PRAYER GATHERING at 9:30am>> 
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Recommended Resources on  
God’s intention for good through human evil: 
 

• Genesis 25:23; 42:21; 45:5; 50:19-20 

• Job 1:21 

• Psalm 18:30; 23:4; 34:19; 105:16-22 

• Lamentations 3:37-38 

• Isaiah 10:5-7; 46:9-10; 53:10 

• Daniel 4:37 

• Micah 4:11-12 

• Malachi 1:2-3 

• John 14:18 

• Acts 4:27-28 

• Romans 8:28-30 

• Hebrews 13:5 
 
• https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/4244 & 

https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/4258  

• https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/80-388/joseph-because-god-meant-
it-for-good  

• https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-sale-of-joseph-and-the-son-of-god  

• https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-involved-is-god-in-the-details-of-your-
life  

 

• Providence, Piper - https://www.desiringgod.org/books/providence  

• Apologetics to the Glory of God, Frame 

• More than a Story, Michael 
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions 
 
1. Read Genesis 37:1-2.  Why is the story of Joseph 

introduced as “the generations of Jacob” or 

Israel?  What is the purpose of Genesis 37-50 in 

God’s recorded history of His chosen people, in light 

of His promises to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3?  (c.f. 

Genesis 47:27; Exodus 1:1-7) 

 
2. Read Genesis 45:5-8; 50:20 and Psalm 105:16-

22.  Who is responsible for Joseph being in Egypt?  

 
3. Read Romans 8:28-29.  How is Joseph’s life an Old 

Testament illustration of this New Testament truth? 

 
4. Review Genesis 37, 39-40.  Do you ever feel like your 

life is just constantly “in the pits?” When the “pits” just 

keep coming, how does this affect your view of 

God?  How does Joseph’s example encourage you to 

continue to trust God and keep obeying Him even 

while suffering such grievous injustice for so long?  

 
5. What questions do you have about God’s character 

from what you read in Genesis 37-50?  What part of 

God’s character gives you the greatest hope and 

comfort when you experience evil in your own life?  
 
 

https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/4244
https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/4258
https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/80-388/joseph-because-god-meant-it-for-good
https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/80-388/joseph-because-god-meant-it-for-good
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-sale-of-joseph-and-the-son-of-god
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-involved-is-god-in-the-details-of-your-life
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-involved-is-god-in-the-details-of-your-life
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/providence

