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God’s Heart for Sinners 
Jonah 1-4 - NCBC, April 24, 2022 

 

Main Point: God’s mercy towards sinners is wonderful 
and miraculous. 
 

• God’s mercy in the Great Commission (1) 
o God sends 
o God reigns 

 

• God’s mercy in the Great Confession (2) 
o God hears 
o God saves 

 

• God’s mercy in the Great Conversion (3) 
o God warns 
o God relents 

 

• God’s mercy in the Great Confrontation (4) 
o God questions the anger of Jonah 
o God shows the goodness of mercy 

 

Application: Do not judge God’s character, but rest 
and rejoice in His mercy! 
 

 
Opening Announcements:   
 

• Next Sunday, May 1st, we will be remembering God’s care for 
orphans in both worship services, and during a church-wide 
gathering during the 9:30a hour. 

• Today we enjoy a Newcomer’s Breakfast at 9:30a in the 
Intersection Café.  Come join us! 

<<Ancient Words>> 

 
Amen.  May God use His ancient words today to impart 
life and joy today in our humble and open hearts.   
 
Today we open our hearts to the book of Jonah.  After 
Daniel, in some of those pages in the middle of your 
Bible that are still stuck together, you will find Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, and then Jonah.  
 

 
If you do not have a Bible with you, simply raise your 
hand as the ushers come by, since today it will really help 
if you can see all four chapters of Jonah in front of you. 
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Now last night this room was filled with a special fund-
raising banquet put on by our Rooted ministry of high-
school and junior high students as they sought to raise 
support for their upcoming Summer Camp and Missions 
Trip.  It was a great evening, and I’m thrilled to report that 
over $10,000 was raised last night through all of our 
generosity!  This is a huge encouragement to our Rooted 
students, and so on behalf of the 74 people planning to 
go to Camp, and the 25 people planning to go to San 
Francisco… thank you so much for your partnership in 
this life-changing work! 
 
Now there is still an additional $33,000 of funding 
required to cover all the expenses of both trips… so it’s 
not too late to get personally involved.  Donations will 
continue to be accepted online or through designated 
giving in our regular offerings for these trips all the way 
until late June and July when the trips depart.   
 
But thank you again for your generosity last night. It was 
a great evening, and students – your church is proud of 
you, and we are with you!! 
 

 
Now today’s sermon on Jonah is our last message in our 
More Than a Children’s Story preaching series. Have you 
enjoyed this series?  I know I have!  As these messages 
aimed to break through any superficial understanding, I 
pray that we’ve all rediscovered the greatness of our 
good and sovereign God through these messages.   
 
Next, after our focus on God’s heart for Orphans next 
Sunday, we will begin a new preaching series on Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians. So this is a very special time to 
be here at New Castle Bible Church!  I’m so excited to 
see what God is going to teach all of us as we seek to 
Build Up the Body of His Church through our study of 
Ephesians. 
 
Now today, in Jonah we discover “God’s Heart for 
Sinners.”  As we watch how God deals with His sinful 
prophet Jonah, and the sinful Ninevites, we will learn 
much about God’s heart for sinners. 
 
To set the table, I’ll read from Jonah chapter 4, where 
verse 2 directly describes God’s heart.  So if you’re able, 
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please stand in honor of the reading of God’s Word, as I 
read the ESV translation, from Jonah 4, verse 1: 
 
But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 
2 And he prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is not 
this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is 
why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you 
are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. 
3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, 
for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD 
said, “Do you do well to be angry?” 
 
This is the reading of God’s Word.  Let’s Pray. 
 

 
For obvious reasons, most children’s Bibles title this story 
“Jonah and the Big Fish.”  But when you read through 
these four chapters carefully, you quickly realize this 
historical account is way more than a miraculous story 
about a large fish!  This book could be better titled, 
“Jonah and the Big God!”   
 
After all, I think all of us can easily relate with Jonah’s 
rocky relationship with God in these four chapters.  
 
Have you ever questioned God’s mercy towards other 
sinners?  Have you ever thought that some sinners 
should never receive mercy?   
 
Or if I can get into your kitchen for a moment… Have you 
ever refused to forgive someone that God has already 

forgiven? Jonah is a fascinating study of the blinding 
self-pity of sinful anger and bitterness.   
 
Have you ever thought God existed for you?  Have you 
ever thought that you “deserve” more of God’s mercy 
than others you deem to be more wicked than yourself?   
 
O Jonah is far more than a children’s story!  This book 
powerfully defends the doctrine of God’s sovereign 
election. This book exposes the foolishness of idolatry 
which tries to make God in our own image.  This story 
reveals a huge God – who rules and reigns majestically 
over every part of creation – and yet abounds in 
staggering compassion towards sinners.   
 
Whether God is dealing with the sins of his own Jewish 
prophet, or whether God is dealing with the sins of His 
Gentile enemies… this account shows us that, 
   

 
God’s mercy towards sinners is wonderful and 
miraculous! 
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O yes, God did a true miracle by delivering Jonah from 
drowning through a large fish. There is no scientific 
explanation for how any human could survive living inside 
a large fish in the depths of the Mediterranean Sea for 3 
days and 3 nights. That is indeed a miraculous salvation 
of Jonah!  
 
But God’s fish is not the biggest miracle in this book! 
God’s favor towards sinners is!  Jonah teaches that 
God’s mercy towards sinners is wonderful.  It’s truly 
miraculous!  There’s no explanation for why God should 
treat sinners like you and me with such undeserved 
mercy and favor.  
 
So let’s approach this minor prophet with fresh eyes and 
soft hearts today.  And let’s renew our minds with this 
glorious revelation of God’s merciful heart towards 
sinners like us.   
 
Jonah is divided neatly into 4 sections or chapters: 
Chapter 1 is the Great Commission, chapter 2 is the 
Great Confession, chapter 3 is the Great Conversion, 
and chapter 4 is the Great Confrontation.1   
 
Let’s dive in then to chapter 1, where we encounter, 
 

 
1 I’m very thankful to pastor Joe Zhakevich for this helpful outline of Jonah 

in his 3/27/22 sermon at Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, CA 

 
God’s mercy in the Great Commission. 
 
Verse 1 reads, 
 
Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.”  
 
Now look carefully at verse 1.  Who is speaking?  
Obviously God is speaking to Jonah here, but notice, 
what title is given to the speaker in verse 1? 
 
“The word of the LORD” is the speaker who gives this 
great commission, right? The Word is personified here… 
just like in,  
 

entitled, “God’s Heart for the Lost.”   

https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/18667  

https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/18667
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John chapter 1 which says, 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  … And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us…glory as of the only Son from 
the Father.  
 
Translation: one of Jesus’ names is “The Word.” And so 
here in Jonah 1:1, the Word, or Jesus Himself, sends 
His prophet to sinners. 
 
So notice this aspect of God’s mercy … 
  

 
2 C.f. Romans 5:8 
3 Nahum also wrote prophesy against Nineveh 100 years after Jonah, but we 

have no record of him being sent to Nineveh personally as God’s 

missionary from Israel.  In many ways Jonah is a picture of the nation of 

Israel who refused to fulfill God’s evangelistic purpose for them to all the 

nations, but was still miraculously preserved by God through what should 

 
God sends Jonah to preach to sinners. Verse 3 is clear 
Jonah didn’t ask to go.  Certainly the sinful Ninevites 
were not asking for God to come and save them.  But 
God’s mercy towards sinners is so wonderful that even 
before sinners ask for God’s help, God is mercifully 
working for their salvation.2   
 
Now, don’t miss this. Jonah is the only Jewish prophet 
sent to preach to a Gentile nation.3  All the other biblical 
prophets were sent to God’s people.  But here, God 
sends His prophet to the Gentiles.  This was a partial 
fulfillment of Genesis 12:3, and a foretaste of the Great 
Commission in Matthew 28 to go make disciples of all 
nations.4 
 

have been certain death, in order to eventually be used by God to proclaim 

God’s judgment against sin and bring salvation to all the nations of the 

world. May God help us all to be faithful to our God-given commission to 

make disciples of all nations for His glory today! 
4 Matthew 28:18-20 
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But please understand:  Nineveh was the capital city of 
Assyria.  And the Assyrians were ruthless enemies of 
God’s people.   
 
Picture the worst terrorism ever committed, and the 
Ninevites boasted of such horrors.  Their extreme evil 
was well-known in the Ancient world, and God’s people 
would have had more distaste and disgust for the 
Assyrian people than any other people group in Jonah’s 
time.   
 
And so how did Jonah respond to this Great Commission 
in verse 3?   
 

 
Instead of traveling more than 500 miles Northeast to 
Nineveh, Jonah heads south to Joppa, and boards a ship 
heading to Spain… some 2500 miles in the opposite 
direction! 
 
Can you relate with Jonah here?  Do you ever refuse to 
obey Jesus?  Do you flee His disciple-making 

 
5 Notice the ship’s captain refers to Jonah as the “sleeper.” (1:6) 

commands?  Do you ever refuse to show mercy to those 
whom God has shown mercy?  Do you ever think you 
can actually hide from God?   
 
Well, stubborn rebellion always leads to depression.  
Verses 5 and 6 reveal that Jonah was numbing any 
conviction of his sin with too much sleep.5 “I’ll just sleep 
off my guilt. Once I get to Spain, I’ll feel better and God 
won’t be able to use me to help the Ninevites.”  
 
But loved ones, consider the mercy of our God who rules 
over all. 
 

 
God reigns over every part of His creation in the rest of 
chapter 1.  In verse 4, God commands the wind and the 
sea, and the wind and the sea obey. In verse 7 God 
directs the sailors’ lot to Jonah. When the sailors 
eventually throw Jonah overboard, they acknowledge in 
verse 14 that they are submitting to God’s will. In verse 
16, these sailors worship God for saving their lives.  And 
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then God even commands a great fish in verse 17 to 
swallow Jonah.   
 
So all of creation is obeying God in chapter 1, except 
God’s prophet.  And what is God’s heart towards sinful 
Jonah?  God pursues Jonah with disciplinary love, and 
wonderfully and miraculously makes a way for Jonah’s 
life to be spared even through death, apart from Jonah’s 
own choice or deserving.6  
 
God doesn’t treat sinners like we do.  God mercifully 
sends to sinners, and God powerfully reigns over all His 
commands until His will is miraculously fulfilled.  
 
So chapter 1 ends with Jonah in the belly of God’s fish 
for three days and three nights, which leads us to, 
 

 
God’s mercy in the Great Confession. 
 
Now before we consider Jonah’s confession in chapter 
2, I have a pop quiz for you:  Was Jonah alive for the 

 
6 John 1:13 

entire 3 days while he was in the fish, or did Jonah die 
only to be miraculously resurrected when the fish vomited 
him onto dry land in verse 10?7 
 
Certainly everyone agrees that Jonah lived long enough 
in the fish to pray… for chapter 2 verse 1 records that 
Jonah prayed from the belly of the fish. 
 
But some wonder if Matthew chapter 12 suggests Jonah 
actually died and was resurrected. 
 

 
In Matthew 12 Jesus used Jonah as a sign of His own 
resurrection from the dead when He said, 
 
For just as Jonah was 3 days and 3 nights in the belly of 
the great fish, so will the Son of Man be 3 days and 3 
nights in the heart of the earth.   
 
For remember, the Jews considered 3 days to be the 
final proof of death.  No life could ever be resuscitated 

7 https://www.gotquestions.org/did-Jonah-die.html  

https://www.gotquestions.org/did-Jonah-die.html
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after 3 days. (That’s why Jesus waited until day 4 before 
He arrived to raise his friend Lazarus from the grave.8)   
 
So there’s no way to know for sure, and of course, God 
preserved Jonah through a miracle of mercy either way:  
whether it was the miracle of resurrection or the miracle 
of sustained life in a fish belly for 3 days.   
 
But I admit I’m intrigued by this idea that Jonah may have 
actually died in the fish to be resurrected in verse 10, 
because of Jesus’ words but also because what Jonah 
says in chapter 2. 
 
In verse 2 Jonah says, Out of the belly of Sheol I cried.  
And Sheol literally means “the grave” or “the afterlife.”  
 
In verse 5 Jonah says, the waters closed in over me to 
take my life…  
 
In verse 6 he says, I went down to the land whose bars 
closed upon me forever, yet you brought up my life from 
the pit… 
 
And in verse 7 Jonah refers to his life fainting away. 
 
So while it’s an interesting question, we can only 
speculate on which way God miraculously showed his 
rebellious prophet mercy.   
 

 
8 John 11:17; and of course this is why Jesus Himself was in the tomb for 3 

days and 3 nights before God’s Spirit rose Him from the dead, so no one 

 
But now let’s look closer at Jonah’s Confession, first in 
verse 2, where Jonah says,  I called out to Yahweh, out 
of my distress, and He answered me; out of the belly of 
Sheol I cried, and You heard my voice. 
 
This is wonderful mercy. 
 

 
God hears every time a sinner calls out in repentance to 
God.9   
 

could ever question whether or not He had truly died. 
9 Psalm 50:15, 91:15, 107:6; Jeremiah 29:12, 33:3; Isaiah 55:6-7 
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There’s only one reason why a holy and all-powerful God 
should listen to the prayer of a sinner, and that’s mercy! 
 
Jonah knew that he was sinning against God.  Verse 10 
of chapter 1 makes that clear.  But in verse 8 of chapter 
2 Jonah confesses his sin of idolatry, when he says, 
 
Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that 
could be theirs.10   
 
And then in verse 9 Jonah commits to worship and obey 
God, acknowledging that Salvation belongs to Yahweh! 
This last phrase of verse 9 is actually the theme of the 
entire book of Jonah, so make sure to highlight it boldly in 
your Bibles:   
 
Salvation belongs to the LORD!  In other words, 
Salvation is God’s responsibility and prerogative. 
 

 

 
10 This is the NIV translation of Jonah 2:8.   
11 John 1:13, 3:6, 6:68; Romans 2:4; 2 Timothy 2:25-26; James 1:18 

God saves!  No human decision is responsible for our 
salvation.11  No human ministry is responsible for our 
salvation.12  No ethnic background or religious pedigree 
is responsible for our salvation.13   
 
Salvation belongs to the LORD, and it is fully up to our 
merciful God on which sinners will receive His 
resurrection power unto salvation, and which will be 
eternally condemned to suffer the just consequences of 
their own sin.   
 
Certainly Jonah’s repentance in chapter 2 isn’t 
perfect…for Jonah continues to sin in chapter 4.  But 
aren’t you thankful for the merciful heart of our God 
towards sinners like you and me?  God doesn’t require 
us to have perfect repentance before He is eager to save 
us.  For salvation belongs to Yahweh, not to the quality of 
our confession or repentance from sin.  
 
So chapter 2 concludes with the sinful prophet being 
miraculously heard and saved by God’s merciful heart 
working through a vomiting fish.  
 
Which leads us then to, 
 

12 1 Corinthians 3:6-7; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:23 
13 Romans 2:11, 3:29-30 
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God’s mercy in the Great Conversion that is reported in 
chapter 3.  
 
In verse 1, we see our God is a God of second chances, 
for Jesus comes to Jonah the second time, saying, 
“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against 
it the message that I tell you.  So Jonah arose and went 
to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD.   
 
So our reluctant missionary obeys Jesus’ command, and 
travels to Nineveh which he must have considered to be 
the world’s capitol city of sin.   
 
Now we know from chapter 4 verse 11 that this city had 
more than 120,000 young children in it…children so 
young they didn’t yet know the difference between their 
left and right.  So we can extrapolate that the total 
population of this city was close to 600,000 people.  To 
put that in perspective, Nineveh then was the same size 
as Las Vegas or Washington DC today.   
 
So Jonah probably had a 3-day strategy for his prophecy:  
the first day speaking to the crowds, the second day 

meeting with the king, and then the last day speaking 
with more crowds as he travels through this city 
proclaiming the simple message of God’s judgment. 
 
After all, did you notice what God told Jonah to preach in 
verses 2 of both chapters 1 and 3?  Jonah was to 
proclaim a message of God’s judgment against sin. 
 

 
God warns sinners of the judgment that is being stored 
up against them, and this indeed is a ministry of mercy.  
 
O loved ones… a guilty conscience is actually the mercy 
of God at work in you drawing you back in repentance.  
You must never ignore the merciful ministry of guilt.  It is 
God’s mercy that warns you of the real consequences of 
your sin.   
 
So in verse 4, Jonah’s message is simple:  Yet 40 days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!   
 
And look at the amazing miracle of verse 5.  Remember 
– these are some of the world’s most notorious terrorists, 
violent abusers, and haters of God.  The Assyrians were 
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the greatest enemy to God’s people in the day.  And 
verse 5 miraculously reports, 
 
And the people of Nineveh believed God.  They called for 
a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to 
the least of them.  
 
In verse 6, the king arose from his throne, removed his 
robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  
And he issued a proclamation and published throughout 
Nineveh, “By the degree of the king and his nobles: Let 
neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything.  Let 
them not feed or drink water, but let man and beast be 
covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to 
God.  Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the 
violence that is in his hands.  Who knows? God may turn 
and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may 
not perish.  
 
This is the greatest revival ever recorded in human 
history!  The great revival of Pentecost saw 3,000 souls 
converted.14  But here, after just one day of Jonah 
preaching a simple message of God’s judgment, an 
entire city of 600,000 people repented of their sin with 
fasting, prayers, and faith in God!   
 
This is a far greater miracle than a man surviving 3 days 
in a fish’s belly, loved ones!  Do you see God’s heart for 
sinners?  Salvation belongs to God!  There’s no human 
explanation possible for why all these violent sinners 
would believe Jonah and become converted!  This is a 
great miracle of mercy by our God of salvation.   

 
14 Acts 2:41 

 
God relents from the judgment that the Ninevites 
rightfully deserve, and instead mercifully delivers them 
from His wrath.   
 
O church, can you imagine the joy of any of our global 
partners and their teams if an entire Muslim city of 
600,000 repented of their sins and trusted in God’s mercy 
for their salvation?  Can you imagine the singing, 
dancing, praying and rejoicing that would fill our hearts 
when we heard this news?   
 
But in fact, Jonah did not rejoice did he?  Which leads to, 
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God’s mercy in the Great Confrontation in chapter 4. 
 
Chapter 4 contains a confrontation between Jonah and 
God that abruptly ends with a question, which 
purposefully puts us readers in the position of answering 
how we respond to God’s sovereign mercy towards 
sinners.   
 
Verse 1 literally says, It was exceedingly evil to Jonah 
and he was angry that God would show mercy to such 
vile sinners, outside of the Jews.  So don’t race past this.  
Jonah wasn’t just upset that the Assyrians received the 
same pardon as he did.  Jonah was convinced that God 
was now evil, for not punishing His enemies.15  Jonah 
believed God was no longer fair.  It just wasn’t right for 
God to extend His mercy outside of Israel and relent from 
punishing Gentile sinners like they deserved.   
 
And so Jonah betrays what he knew about God’s heart 
for sinners all along in verse 2, 

 
15 Jonah here committed the sin of Isaiah 5:20-21, calling good evil, and 

being wise in his own sight. 

O Yahweh, is not this what I said when I was yet in my 
country?  That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for 
I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting 
from disaster.   
 
You see, Jonah knew the heart of God towards sinners 
from Exodus 34:6. But Jonah despised that God glorified 
Himself by being gracious to whom He chooses to be 
gracious, and by showing mercy to whomever He 
chooses to show mercy.16  Jonah was so concerned with 
justice that he could never rejoice with mercy.  
 
And then we see Jonah’s nationalistic idolatry show up 
again in verse 3, 
 
Therefore God – take my life!  I’d rather die than see the 
God of Israel treat sinful Gentiles with such undeserved 
mercy!  If this is the kind of God that you are, then I no 
longer want to live for you! 
 
But in verse 4,  
 

16 Exodus 33:18-19; Romans 9:14-26 
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God questions the anger of Jonah asking, “Do you have 
good reasons to be so angry?”   
 
Have you forgotten Genesis 12:3 and from where I have 
brought my people?  What selfish concern causes you to 
despise my miraculous and wonderful mercy towards 
sinners?  Do you really think your standard of justice is 
higher than Mine? 
 
But Jonah was so blinded by his self-righteous pursuit of 
justice that he went out of the city and made a shade 
booth, and sat down to wait for God to rain down fire and 
brimstone upon the Assyrians.   
 
Now instead of punishing Jonah for his pride … verse 6 
explains how God mercifully commanded a plant to 
miraculously grow enough in 1 day to provide shade and 
relief to Jonah from the Middle Eastern sun.   
 
So notice what God is doing through this object lesson of 
mercy: 

 
Through the plant, God shows Jonah the goodness of 
His mercy.  Mercy by definition is neither fair nor unjust.  
His mercy is wonderful and miraculous!   
 
The end of verse 6 makes it clear that Jonah was 
exceedingly glad when God showed mercy to him in this 
way.  But the next day, in verse 7, God commanded a 
worm to kill the plant, and then God commanded the sun 
and the wind to afflict Jonah so much that at the end of 
verse 8 Jonah asked for God to take his life. 
 
So again, in verse 9, God asks the same question about 
the plant that he asked about the Ninevites in verse 4:  
“Do you have good reasons to be so angry?”   
 
Now we must humble ourselves enough to see our own 
sinful hearts in Jonah’s brash response: 
 
Yes, I’m right to be angry with you God.  In fact, if this is 
what kind of God you are, then I don’t want to live 
anymore for you.   
 
So then hear God’s merciful confrontation in verse 10: 
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Jonah – You care so much about 1 plant that you had 
nothing to do with.  I gave the plant, and I took the plant 
away.17   
 
But if you care so much my plant…then wouldn’t you 
care more about animals like cattle?  For cattle are 
certainly more valuable than plants.18  But if you cared 
about cattle, wouldn’t you care more about people?  For 
truly a person created in the image of God is worth far 
more than a cow, or the plants that the cows eat.19   
 
You see, that’s the point of verse 11.  God is making an 
argument from the lesser to the greater.  Jonah if you so 
strongly desire for me to show mercy to a simple plant, 
shouldn’t you desire much more for me to have mercy on 
120,000 young children – who have been created in my 
own image?   
 
Your anger at my mercy is not motivated by justice at all, 
but rather by selfish nationalism and idolatrous pride.   
 

 
17 Job 1:21 
18 Genesis 1:30 

 
God’s mercy towards sinners like the Assyrians…and 
sinners like you Jonah … is actually wonderful and 
miraculous. 
 
So then lay down your pride, lay down your demands for 
vengeance, lay down your bitterness and your self-
consumed anger.   
 

 
Do not judge God’s character, but rest and rejoice in His 
mercy!  And church, that’s our take-away today as well.  

19 Genesis 1:26-29 
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Jonah ends with this hanging question that each of us 
must answer: 
 
How do I respond when I’m confronted with God’s 
sovereign mercy towards other sinners?   
 
All of us, like Jonah, love to receive God’s mercy 
ourselves, right?  But how do we respond when we see 
God generously pouring out undeserved mercy and 
forgiveness to our enemies?  Am I more concerned about 
what I think is fair, or will I truly rejoice when other 
sinners benefit from the same mercy that I so enjoy 
myself? 
 
Romans 9 reminds us that,     
 

 
We must not judge God’s character when He chooses to 
show mercy to sinners in a way we can’t appreciate.   
 
God is God. He doesn’t answer to any human court or 

 
20 Exodus 33:18-19 
21 James 2:13 

human understanding of justice.  So if God chooses 
Jacob instead of Esau, or God gives the thief on the 
cross the exact same heaven as the apostle Paul…  
 
What shall we say then?  Is there injustice on God’s part? 
By no means! For God says to Moses “I will have mercy 
on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I have compassion.”20  So then it depends not on 
human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 
 
Translation:  From a human perspective, the heart of God 
is not fair… the heart of God is mercy!   
 

 
So then loved ones, let’s lay down our self-righteous 
demands for justice for others that we could never bear 
ourselves.  Stop reducing people to the sum total of their 
past sins.  Stop letting justice and fairness triumph over 
mercy and grace!21  Let go of your demands for 
vengeance, and submit to the wonderful and miraculous 
heart of God!22 

22 Romans 12:19-21 
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But you say, Pastor… you don’t understand.  The way 
this person has sinned against me and hurt me and my 
family… they will never deserve forgiveness.   
 
Listen dear friend… God knows your pain.  But you must 
remember where you came from.  You didn’t deserve 
God’s mercy either.  Forgiveness is never earned. By 
definition, forgiveness is always mercy. 
 
Remember, every sinner has worth to God – since every 
person is created in God’s image.  So anytime you’re 
eager to see someone get God’s punishment, it just 
means you’ve become selfishly blinded to the wonderful 
miracle of God’s mercy.   
 
So open your eyes to God’s miraculous mercy which 
allows you to dance and celebrate when the prodigal 
comes home!23 Rejoice that God’s heart towards you and 
me is one of mercy – not judgment – all because of what 
Jesus did in our place.  
 
Will you entrust your soul’s future to such a God of 
miraculous mercy?  Will you believe that your sins can be 
forgiven forever, and you can live forever with God… 
simply because of Jesus’ own mercy, by which He 
caused us to be born again and made new by His 
Spirit?24 
 

 
23 Contra the big brother syndrome of the Jewish Pharisees in Luke 15:28  

 
O I pray that you would learn this lesson from Jonah, so 
you could better live for God’s glory by passionately 
sharing His mercy without limit, and resting deeper still in 
God’s wonderful and miraculous mercy towards you. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
<<You Alone Can Rescue>> 
 
**9:30a Newcomers Breakfast TODAY in Intersection ** 
*Next Sunday special focus on God’s Heart for Orphans* 
 

24 Titus 3:5-7; 1 Peter 1:3-5 



Page 17a of 18 Page 17b of 18 

 
Let’s pray out our benediction now from Romans 15, 
verses 4-6.  
 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement 
of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance 

and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with 

one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 
Please show this slide immediately after the conclusion of the 
Benediction in both 1st and 2nd services for 2 minutes; then after 2 
minutes, you can transition to other slides, etc. Thank you! 
 

  



Page 18a of 18 Page 18b of 18 

Recommended Resources on God’s Heart for 
Sinners: 
 

• Genesis 12:1-3 

• Exodus 33:18-19; 34:6-7 

• 2 Kings 14:25 

• Psalm 3:8; 86 

• Isaiah 5:20-21; 55:6-9 

• Joel 2:13-14 

• Matthew 12:38-41; 18:21-35; 20:1-16; 28:18-20 

• Luke 11:29-32 

• Romans 2:11;3:26-30; 9:14-16, 22-26; 10:13-15 

• Ephesians 2:5-10  

• Titus 3:4-7 

• James 2:12-13 

• Revelation 15:4 
 
• https://www.gotquestions.org/did-Jonah-die.html  

• https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/Series/1500  

• https://www.desiringgod.org/scripture/jonah  
 

• More than a Story, Michael (Children’s Book) 

• A Long Line of Godly Men, Lawson 

• Chosen by God, Sproul 
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions 
 
1. Read Jonah 1:3 and 10.  Are you running away from 

God in any way?  Is there anything God has 

commanded you to do that you are refusing to obey?    

 
2. Read Jonah 2:8 in the NIV translation. What 

worthless idols are you clinging to?  What would it 

look like for you to forfeit God’s grace?  

 
3. Read Genesis 12:3 and Jonah 2:9. What does it 

mean that “Salvation belongs to the LORD”? c.f. John 

1:12-13; 3:5; 6:63-65; Ephesians 1:3-14 

 
4. Read Exodus 33:18-19, 34:6-7, Jonah 4:2, and 

Romans 9:14-16.  What are the most common 

reasons for rejecting the biblical doctrine of God’s 

sovereign mercy? What effect does the doctrine of 

election have on our understanding of God’s 

character?  

 
5. Read Matthew 12:38-41.  Do you believe Jonah died 

in the fish or not?   

 
6. Read Luke 15:11-32.  Which character in this story is 

most like Jonah?  Where are you most inclined to 

judge sinners, or even judge God for His mercy 

towards sinners? 
 
 

https://www.gotquestions.org/did-Jonah-die.html
https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/Series/1500
https://www.desiringgod.org/scripture/jonah

