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Likely, there are people in your community involved with foster 
care. We want to make an introduction, or rather help you grow in 
understanding, of this often forgotten group. Meet the Foster Care 
Community.

Over the course of the next 31 days, our hope and prayer is that your 
eyes are opened in new ways through the power of prayer and story. 
Each week will focus on one area of the foster care community:

Week 1: Children in Foster Care
Week 2: Biological Families involved with Foster Care
Week 3: Foster Parents
Week 4: Agency Workers
Week 5: Bonus

As followers of Jesus, we have an incredible opportunity to come 
before the Lord with our needs. We get to pray. We get to approach 
the Lord with confidence knowing that He delights when we come to 
Him. (Heb 4:16) Talking with our Creator and bringing the foster care 
community’s needs to Him is our first and most crucial step. As you 
grow in awareness, may God reveal to each of us what our role can be 
in serving those around us. Our God is compassionate and gracious, 
and He calls us to be the same. So let’s start by praying for those on 
the front lines of the foster care community. Then, let’s take it one step 
further and ask God how our churches can play a part in bringing that 
support.

Join us in learning and praying together. 

Foster Care
Community Week One



Foster Care
Community

Central to the foster care community are children. Let’s start here. 
Children enter foster care because they have been abused or 
neglected by the very ones meant to keep them safe. Once in foster 
care, a plan is created to bring safety and permanency to the child, 
whether through reunification with their parents or through adoption or 
legal guardianship. Without permanency with their biological family or 
another family, young adults can age of out of foster care alone, often 
finding themselves vulnerable to the same addiction, homelessness, 
and hopelessness that their biological parents faced. 

Week One
Children in Foster Care



Day 1
Pray for hidden abuse and neglect to be 
brought to the light.

So often, there are things happening behind closed doors that we don’t 
know about. This is Annie’s story. And it’s something we can’t forget. 
While there was suspicion from some of those around her, Annie had 
come to a place in high school where she chose that she would rather 
end her own life instead of giving her birth parents the power to do it. 
Even though she was guarded about her experience at first, it took 
multiple people asking questions, listening, and giving her the words to 
use for her experience that ultimately led to her journey towards safety 
and healing. 

“That night, I decided tomorrow would be my last day at school. It 
would be my last day living.” 
Annie Marek-Barta

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”
Psalm 46:1

The Forgotten Podcast S10E7
Even in Our Darkest Moments



Day 2
Pray for the over 400,000 children in foster 
care in the United States. 

For most of the more than 400,000* children in the US foster care 
system, the goal is to be returned to their family of origin—this is called 
reunification. For about 100,000 of these children, parental rights have 
been terminated or surrendered. It then becomes the government’s 
task to find a forever family for the child or sibling group—the goal 
being to keep siblings together in both foster and adoptive families. 
These are children in our schools and communities—they are the 
“hidden kids” that most people do not know about. Each child has a 
name and a story. 

“Rise during the night and cry out. Pour out your hearts like water to the 
Lord. Lift up your hands to him in prayer, pleading for your children, for 
in every street they are faint with hunger.” 

Lamentations 2:19

The Forgotten Podcast S2E1 
Who Are Our Nation’s Orphans?

*https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/cb/afcarsreport28.pdf



Day 3
Pray for a consistent adult in every child’s life. 

You can make a difference for a child. For some, that may mean you 
have a passion for younger kids, babies, or maybe older kids. It could 
be fostering, adoption, or serving as a mentor. It doesn’t matter whether 
you open your home or volunteer a few hours per week. There is room 
for how you feel called to serve. You don’t have to have it all figured 
out; you just need to be present.

“My father saved my life… If my father hadn’t stepped in and taken a 
chance on me, I truly believe I’d be dead or in jail as well.” 
Darren Morris

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 

1 Corinthians 15:58

The Forgotten Podcast S11E3 
The Immeasurable Value of a Consistent Adult in a Child’s Life



Day 4
Pray that children in foster care would feel 
heard by the adults in their lives. 

Brayden’s journey through the foster care system was full of decisions 
he didn’t make. He moved between houses, communities, and families 
without having much clarity on what would happen next. On top of 
that, he was separated from his siblings, and visits became harder to 
come by over time. When decisions are made by caseworkers, foster 
parents, biological families, and judges, it doesn’t leave much room for 
the child in care to be heard. 

“It wasn’t until like a month or so later that I kind of started realizing, 
‘okay, so I guess I’m kind of living here now.’”  
Brayden Kridner

“Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 
understands obtain guidance.” 

Proverbs 1:5

The Forgotten Podcast S9E11
The Uncomfortable Journey of Foster Care for a Child



Day 5
Pray that children in foster care would be 
safe and feel safe. 

It is normal for foster children to struggle with trust. They have been 
pulled away from everything they know. We may know that they are 
safe in our home, but it is normal for them to feel out of place. Trust 
takes time, and we have the opportunity to continually establish and 
reestablish trust and show them they truly are safe. 

“We have to establish trust and continue proving ourselves to the kids 
in our care.” 
Javian Shipley

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God.
Isaiah 41:10a

The Forgotten Podcast S11E5
Foster Care, Infertility, and God’s Faithfulness



Day 6
Pray that children would be able to 
process big emotions in healthy outlets. 

When a child comes into your home, you don’t always know everything 
that child has experienced up to this point. And you certainly don’t 
know all the ways those experiences affect them. It is crucial that you 
focus on providing a safe place and showing the children in your care 
that you are a steady presence for them whenever they need you to 
be. In Tina’s story, she stressed how important it was that her adoptive 
parents took the time to announce what they were going to do before 
they did it so that she would feel safe. 
 
 “It takes a lot of bravery and courage to be able to go back and tell 
people what happened because it is like reliving it again.”
Tina Bauer

“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.”
Psalm 147:3

The Forgotten Podcast S12E4
Cultivating Identity, Healing From Trauma, & the Bravery of 
Telling Your Story



Day 7
Pray for youth aging out of foster care.

“Every year, approximately 23,000 youth “age out” of foster care in the 
United States. Aging out occurs when unadopted youth emancipate 
from foster care, usually between the ages of 18 and 21 (age varies 
based on state), because they no longer qualify for state services.

- 20% will instantly become homeless.
- Half will become substance abusers.
- 70% become pregnant before the age of 21.
- Less than 3% will earn a college degree.
- Females are 80% more likely to be sex trafficked.”
Angela Lippens and Carin Bird

“He changes a wilderness into a pool of water and a dry land into 
springs of water.” 

Psalm 107:35

TFI Blog Post
The Hard Truth About Youth Aging Out of Foster Care

Week Two



Many adults, including biological families, surround the child. Many 
biological parents grew up in and out of foster care and are caught in 
the hopeless cycle of substance abuse, addiction, and mental illness. 
They have few positive role models or safe people to call in times of 
crisis. Therefore, they are unequipped to care for their children, even 
though they love them. In times of stress, they often default to what they 
have experienced in the past, and sadly, this can result in abuse or 
neglect of their children.

Week Two
Biological Families involved with Foster Care



Day 8
Pray that biological parents would receive 
the help and services they need. 

““

“People like Sandra don’t need our judgment. They need our presence. 
They need us to step into their lives—to walk along with them and show 
them Jesus through the way we live. They need us to believe in them, 
mentor them, and invest in them.”
Jami Kaeb

“And Abraham named that place The Lord Will Provide, so today it is 
said, “It will be provided on the Lord’s mountain.’”

Genesis 22:14

TFI Blog Post
This Is What Birth Parents Need



““

Day 9
Pray that biological parents would have 
support and community. 

No matter your story or role in the foster care community, we all have 
brokenness ad see the results of that play out in our lives. These 
moments are heartbreaking. But this is also what unites us together and 
reminds us that we can’t do it independently. It is vital to have support 
and a community around you to encourage you through things. Jesus 
stands ready to help you. He loves you and is proud of you! And He 
places people in your life to strengthen you.  

“God has opened my eyes up a lot to my brokenness and need for him. 
I can’t just do it on my own. I need to rely on Him.” 
Brenna Hunter

The Forgotten Podcast S11E7
The Road Back to Reunification

“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” 
Galatians 6:2



Day 10
Pray that biological parents and foster 
parents would be an encouragement to 
one another.

Emily shares, “The initial goal of foster care is never adoption.” The 
motivation for getting involved in foster care shouldn’t be about adding 
a child to our own family forever; it should be an opportunity to be a 
safe place while we root for the reunification of that family whenever 
possible. Though it can lead to adoption, we can sabotage the 
reunification process if we aren’t careful about our perspectives or 
motivations. 

“The primary goal of doing foster care is to be a ‘middle family.’” 
Emily Smithhart

“This is my commandment: Love each other just as I have loved you.” 
John 15:12

The Forgotten Podcast S12E1
Foster Care 101: Becoming a Middle Family



Day 11
Pray that biological families would feel 
welcomed by the church. 

The church can help families move toward healing by offering 
community. We don’t have the ability to bring restoration in and of 
ourselves. As much as we want families to move out of a place of 
crisis, we aren’t ultimately in control of that. But, we do have a role to 
play, and that is in bringing community to families. The church knows 
love and grace in a way that the world does not. Beyond the financial 
poverty that exists, those in crisis often lack healthy, supportive 
relationships. The church has the opportunity to be a web of support 
for families when they have no one else to turn to. The church should 
be a place that offers grace and mercy and points people toward the 
Great Healer.

“Your goal isn’t to see how successful you can be in making sure all of 
the bio families you interact with get better. The idea is that you would 
be a space for the love, and grace, and goodness of God in their lives.”
Vermon Pierre

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.”

Romans 15:7

The Forgotten Podcast S9E10
God’s Heart for Families in Crisis and Your Role



Day 12
Pray that cycles of abuse, neglect, or other 
circumstances will be broken and that 
there will be restoration and healing. 

No one dreams of the day they will be so addicted to substances that 
they neglect their children. But sadly, many of our vulnerable parents 
are caught in this hopeless trap. Addiction is a disease. “The addiction 
overpowered all my instincts. I felt trapped. I didn’t know how to get 
out. I didn’t know what to do. I thought I was the only one.” And yet, 
redemption is possible. Brokenness does not have to be the end of the 
story. Because of Jesus, there is always hope! Healing can happen. 
 
“No matter how far you go, you can be restored. Any situation is 
redeemable.”  
Ashley Darrow

 “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
John 8:36

The Forgotten Podcast S6E11
The Birth Parent Perspective: What It’s Like Having Your Child 
Removed From You



Day 13
Pray that biological parents come to faith 
in Christ if they have not already and be 
transformed.

Jay’s life was one of chaos. He reached a place where he wanted out 
of his current life pattern. Up to this point in his life, the only people he 
knew were those involved with the same unhealthy habits he felt slave 
to. He needed someone else to step in and to walk alongside him, 
someone to show him that life could be done differently. We get the 
immense blessing to point to the only source of true change. Gently 
and patiently, Liz reminded Jay that he was loved by his Creator.

“When I got released from prison, I knew I wanted to change, but I 
didn’t know how. I needed someone to teach me, someone to show 
me…Liz helped me open up that door to see that God was there. The 
door was there. I just had to open it.”
Jay Day

The Forgotten Podcast S9E7
Two Sides Of Reunification: A Dad and a Foster Mom

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

1 John 1:9



Day 14
Pray that God would intervene in the lives 
of at-risk families prior to involvement with 
foster care.

“Various circumstances can lead to a child entering foster care. If 
addressed early, many of these circumstances can avoid being moved 
into an official investigation. With a little bit of guidance and support on 
the front end, families have a much better chance of staying together.”
Mitch Nelson

“You are the God who works wonders; You have made known Your 
strength among the peoples.”

Psalm 77:14

TFI Blog Post
Meeting Practical Needs: A Story of How God’s People 
Helped a Family Get Back on Their Feet

Week Three



Foster parents willingly stand in the gap while biological families work 
toward reunification or plans are made for permanency. Life changes 
very quickly for foster parents with new children to care for, trauma 
to understand, and a system to navigate. Too often, they feel alone 
or isolated, even sometimes from their church who might be unaware 
or unprepared to step in and help. Foster parents feel the heartache 
that comes from holding loosely but loving deeply, as they attach to 
the children in their care while at the same time pray for restoration, 
redemption, and reunification of the family.

Week Three
Foster Parents



Day 15
Pray that foster parents would be a light 
for Christ amidst brokenness. 

Foster care is about stepping into brokenness, not pulling children into 
a utopia. What Shreya appreciates most about her adoptive parents 
is that they never put pressure on her to heal quickly. They don’t 
expect her to forget about her biological mom. They don’t expect her 
not to have baggage. They simply walk alongside her through her 
brokenness. This is a good reminder for all of us as we care for children 
with difficult stories. 

“Parents have to learn to step into a child’s brokenness and walk with 
them, no matter how long or slow that journey is.” 
Shreya Ramachandran

“If anyone speaks, they should do as one who speaks the very words 
of God. If anyone serves, they should do it with the strength God 
provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.”

1 Peter 4:11

The Forgotten Podcast S10E2
Torn Between Two Worlds: Shame, Honor, and Identity



Day 16
Pray for peace and patience as foster 
parents navigate uncertain and confusing 
circumstances. 

“Clarity amidst situations in foster care may not come on this side of 
heaven. Despite that, our God remains true to who He is: trustworthy. 
He is for us. He is holy in all of His ways—both good and perfect. We 
must trust in the character of God amid our confusion. We can lean on 
the Word of God as our guide.”
Holly Gnuse

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 4:6-7

TFI Blog Post
From a Confused Foster Parent



Day 17
Pray for foster parents navigating grief.

“Foster care comes with grief, no matter its outcome. Whether you’re 
walking the road towards reunification and mourning the loss of a 
child’s presence in your home, or you’re holding onto each moment 
knowing that the day they leave is drawing near, grief is there. Or, 
maybe your child’s story is going to end or has ended in adoption. 
Grief is still a steady companion amid the joy. Your child will not grow 
up under the care of the family they were born into, and your heart is 
heavy for their loss and their future questions about why this happened. 
You grieve not being able to do anything to change that loss.”
Becky Nelson

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 
Matthew 5:4 

TFI Blog Post
When Grief Hits



Day 18
Pray that foster families would feel 
encouraged and supported by their 
community. 

Foster care is not a journey that should be walked alone. No matter the 
story or specific situation, it’s important to surround yourself with people 
who want to see you and your family succeed and, most importantly, 
people who point you towards Jesus. 

“The best thing you can do is carve out a community that’s going to 
walk you step by step towards Jesus.” 
Amanda Auer

The Forgotten Podcast S10E6
Living a Life of Compassion and Surrender

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace.”

1 Peter 4:10



Day 19
Pray for healthy marriages of those who 
stepped into foster parenting with a 
spouse. 

Foster parents live in the reality that seasons come and go; they 
genuinely don’t know how long their children with be with them 
sometimes. We want to make the most of the moments we are given, 
yet we can fall into the trap of making our lives too much about our 
kids. Our home shifts from being marriage-centered to child-centered, 
leaving us in even greater despair when children are no longer in the 
home. In choosing to connect with your spouse, you model what a 
healthy marriage looks like and that it takes work. When parents are 
more connected, the home becomes a safer, more stable place, which 
is what children need most. 
 
 “Full focus on the child is not the only way you can benefit their life.” 
 Jill Savage

“With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

Ephesians 4:2-3

The Forgotten Podcast S8E10
Connecting With Your Spouse: Setting Priority As Foster 
Parents



Day 20
Pray that foster parents would prioritize 
their own care so they can be fueled to 
care for their family.

As parents, we tend to forget that we cannot be the sole source 
of meeting others’ needs. Only Jesus can do that, and even when 
He walked on earth, He still modeled taking times of rest. As foster 
parents and human beings, we need to take the time to recognize 
our limitations and pursue a type of self-care that affirms our need 
for Jesus. Self-care is how we care for our bodies, brains, souls, and 
relationships so we can better show up for what God has called us to.

“Self-care should be motivated by love, driven by wisdom, and walked 
out in humility.” 
Jamie Finn

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 

2 Corinthians 9:8

The Forgotten Podcast S12E6
Encouragement, Hope, & Practical Help for the Christian 
Foster Parent



Day 21
Pray for courage for more individuals to 
step into the role of foster parents. 

It is normal to feel tension or fear when you feel called to foster. We’ve 
heard so many stories from foster families whose gut reaction to 
starting foster care was fear. That’s not wrong! We naturally will feel 
the tension of our life circumstances and busyness telling us that we 
can’t possibly foster right now. While you shouldn’t totally ignore those 
feelings, it is normal to immediately think of all the reasons you can’t 
foster. But God calls us into those hard things because He is going to 
be right there with us to support us and make the journey possible.

“It was so clear that God had prepared us for this and I knew this was 
what he was asking us to do, but it scared me…”
Cherith and Brandon Craft

“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-
control.

2 Timothy 1:7

The Forgotten Podcast S12E2
If God is Calling You, You Can Do It!

Week Four



The role of agency workers can be challenging as they juggle the 
demands of heavy caseloads and long hours. Workers often feel the 
physical and emotional strain that comes from caring deeply for the 
people they serve. Seeing trauma and navigating hard decisions daily 
takes its toll—a toll that isn’t meant to be carried alone.

Week Four
Agency Workers



Day 22
Pray that agency workers would be 
encouraged in their job and not grow 
weary in doing good work.

To a certain extent, agency workers must please all the members of 
the foster care network biological parents, children, and foster families. 
They often have to encourage others in frustrating situations. They 
sometimes need to be the “tough guy” and make others toe the line. 
They may have to abide by decisions they may disagree with. They get 
involved. They get attached. They care. 

“If you [as a caseworker] come with a servant’s heart and meet the 
family where they are, you can make a real difference.” 
Dr. Sharen Ford 

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will 
reap, if we do not give up.”

Galatians 6:9

The Forgotten Podcast S4E6
A Peek into the Agency Workers’ World



Day 23
Pray that agency workers can build 
connections with the children so they can 
be trusted adults in their life.

An adult that listens can make all the difference. The unknown can 
be such a scary thing to face for a child. In many cases, the unknown 
feels more frightening than the circumstances that they’ve experienced 
at home. But a safe adult that takes the time to listen and intentionally 
advocate for a child can significantly help a child navigate the trauma 
they have experienced. 

“As a kid, the fear of the unknown in foster care felt a lot more terrifying 
than what was going on at home.” 
Jaymi Matranga

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.”
Proverbs 31:8

The Forgotten Podcast S11E1
From Foster Youth to Foster Parent to Social Worker



Day 24
Pray for safety and emotional strength for 
agency workers in your area as they face 
challenging daily realities.

“There are some very real and negative things that happen in foster 
care an imperfect system carried out by imperfect people will bring 
about imperfect and sometimes ugly results. The weight of brokenness 
and crucial decisions is not easy to bear. It’s stressful. Agency workers 
see heartbreaking things every week and deal with difficult situations 
we may never know about. It’s a difficult job. A stressful job. And it can 
quickly wear them down. Seeing and experiencing brokenness can 
lead us to pursue positive, God-directed change in or around us, or it 
can bring about misguided anger, frustration, or cause us to become 
jaded or stuck”. 
Jami Kaeb

“The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run into it and are safe.”
Proverbs 18:10

TFI Blog Post
In Defense of Foster Care Workers



Day 25
Pray that agency workers would have 
clarity and confidence when they attend 
court. 

Remember that the people involved with the court are just that, people. 
Those involved with the court system are witnesses to some of the 
worst parts of our community. They need our prayers. When we pray 
for those involved with the court system, it changes our perspective. 
We can begin to see one another on the same team rather than as 
adversaries. We can have compassion and empathy, and it helps us 
be able to communicate appropriately.

“We need to go into these court cases diligently prepared to represent 
our children to the best of our abilities. We have to be ready to do our 
work.” 
Tony Whitley

The Forgotten Podcast S7E8
Navigating Court: Understanding Your Role as a Foster Parent

“Be strong, and let us fight bravely for our people and the cities of our God. 
The Lord will do what is good in his sight.”

2 Samuel 10:12



Day 26
Pray the Lord will change how people see 
agency workers and understand they are 
working hard to keep all children safe.

Sometimes agency workers have a bad reputation because they are 
accused of “taking children away” or breaking up families. The reality is 
that a child is removed only if their safety has been compromised due 
to neglect or abuse.

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and knows God.” 

1 John 4:7 

TFI Free Resource
Foster Care Agency Worker Prayer Guide



Day 27
Pray that agency workers can find rest 
amidst the stress of their job.

“Agency workers in your community likely carry heavy loads of 
pressure. They might feel pressure to fix the situations they see. There 
might be pressure to carry other people’s burdens on their shoulders or 
pressure to get the resources their clients need all on their own. Maybe 
they feel the pressure of a heavy caseload, and it feels impossible to 
give each family and child the attention they would like to. Agency 
workers likely experience days or seasons where they are constantly 
overwhelmed. The stress of their work causes them to feel weary 
instead of satisfied.”
Becky Nelson

“Jesus said, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”

Matthew 11:29

TFI Blog Post
An Encouraging Word for Agency Workers



Day 28
Pray that agency workers would have 
access to resources that support them in 
their work.

“At TFI, we are all about helping you launch and lead a thriving foster 
care community by connecting churches and agencies to one another. 
This can happen in all kinds of ways, but a recent story has quickly 
become a favorite. Recently one of our TFI Advocates had gone to 
deliver a dining table with chairs and some barstools to her former 
foster son’s new house. He now lives in with his mom and dad. These 
weren’t the first items she had brought to his mom, though. Over the 
months and years, every single item and trip was a tangible way she 
was able to show love to her. Showing up over and over again builds 
trust. But here is the coolest part…

This TFI Advocate couldn’t have done her part without others doing 
theirs. We are all called to do different things, and when we each play 
our part, we can all experience Jesus together. This is what we are all 
about.”
Jami Kaeb

“God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 4:19

TFI Blog Post
How One Woman is Leading Change in the Baton Rouge 
Foster Care Community

Week Five



Foster care impacts more than children, biological parents, foster 
parents, and agency workers--everyone from biological children in 
fostering families, grandparents and other relatives to judges, lawyers, 
and community workers like police and doctors. There are so many 
individuals whose lives intersect all because of foster care.

Learn more about those who come in and out of a child’s life through 
The Forgotten Initiative’s three book children’s series, “Who Loves.” 
Each book is designed specifically to give children a different 
perspective on the people they interact with while they are in foster 
care. Each person shows love and attention in different ways, by doing 
their job or providing protection. The overarching message to the child 
is you are worthy and you are loved, and we are all here to help bring 
about the best for you! Each book has an overall theme of love and 
care geared to a specific age level. 

If you are interested in learning more, head to wholovesseries.org

Week Five
Bonus



Day 29
Pray for children already living in foster 
homes experiencing lots of transition. 

It takes time for everyone to transition during a new placement. This 
is normal! It’s common to feel overwhelmed (foster parents, children 
in the home, and new children entering) as everyone navigates new 
behaviors, adjusts routines, and gets comfortable with new dynamics. 

“Yes, there is pain, but God used it, and God redeemed it in beautiful 
and incredible ways.” 
James Drayer

“Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.”
Romans 12:10

The Forgotten Podcast S11E8
Scarred Hands: How Ministry Through Foster Care Changes Us



Day 30
Pray for judges, lawyers, guardian ad litem 
(GAL), court-appointed special advocates 
(CASA), therapists, counselors, and law 
enforcement officers that they would be 
equipped with wisdom, discernment, justice, 
and empathy in their work each day. 

“When a child enters foster care, they become part of the court system, 
whereby ultimately, a judge has the opportunity to make life-impacting 
decisions for that child. It’s a multi-layered process with complexities 
and a variety of parties involved. In that sense, there is beauty in the 
court system as all of these different players bring their information to a 
single voice of authority, the judge.”
Austin Savage

 “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to 
all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”

James 1:5

TFI Blog Post
Court Was Already Hard. COVID-19 Made it Harder.



Day 31
Pray that God would direct your next steps 
toward loving the foster care community.

“Jesus never placed himself in a position above others. He led and 
loved by serving. He washed feet. He fed thousands. He walked to 
visit and heal the sick and dead. He stopped to touch and heal a sick 
woman. He spent time with those no one else cared to spend time with. 
Jesus lived a life of humility. Serving others is more than keeping up 
with your to-do list. To be a servant means we genuinely need to care 
about people. It’s keeping our eyes, hearts, and schedules open for 
the Holy Spirit to speak to us. Jesus was not stressed by time, what 
others thought of him, or a list of tasks to accomplish each day. Jesus 
was led by the Spirit and followed his promptings to serve, love, and 
help others. No task was ever beneath Jesus, and no person was ever 
unworthy.”
Mitch Nelson

“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” 
John 13:15

TFI Blog Post
Give Yourself this Humility Checkup




