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The Sinfulness of Sin 
Selected Scriptures - NCBC, May 8, 2022 

 

Sin so corrupts our hearts that only God can save us. 
 

• Sin makes us spiritually deaf – 1 Corinthians 2:14   

• Sin makes us spiritually blind – 2 Corinthians 3:15, 4:4 

• Sin makes us spiritually unable – Romans 8:7-8 

• Sin makes us spiritually evil – Jeremiah 13:23; Isaiah 64:6  

• Sin makes us spiritually dead – Ephesians 2:1-3 

 
 Sinful hearts are only “free” to do evil (Titus 3:3). 

 
 Although we are eternally responsible to repent and believe, 

sin’s corruption makes it impossible for us to seek God ourselves 

(Psalm 14; Romans 3:10-11).  

 
Therefore rejoice that God is the author of our 
salvation! 
 

• God gives us spiritual hearing – 1 Corinthians 2:9-13 

• God gives us spiritual sight – 2 Corinthians 3:16-17, 4:6 

• God gives us spiritual ability – Romans 8:13-16  

• God gives us spiritual righteousness – Isaiah 61:10  

• God gives us spiritual life – Ephesians 2:4-5  

 
 Saving faith is a grace gift from God (John 6:63-65, 10:26; Acts 

13:48).  

 
 Although we are eternally responsible to repent and believe, only 

God gets the credit when we do believe!  Salvation belongs to 

our God! (Romans 11:33-36; Titus 3:4-7)  

 

 

Opening Announcements:   
 

• We’re thrilled to see 4 of our loved ones obey Jesus in believer’s 
baptism today! May God richly bless Tyler Hubert, Daniel 
Opperman, Dillon Opperman, and Natalie Otto. 

• Please plan to join your church family at 9:30a on May 22 for our 
Annual Celebration Meeting. We will recount God’s kindness to 
us over the last year, and our members will vote to approve the 
financial priorities for the next 12 months of our ministry together. 

<<Grace Greater Than Our Sin>> 
 

 
It’s such a privilege to celebrate God’s grace with you on 
this Mother’s Day.  God has certainly treated us all better 
than we deserve, so let’s continue our worship of Him by 
opening our Bibles to Romans chapter 3 today.   
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If you do not have a Bible with you, simply raise your 
hand as our ushers come by. Today we are touring all 
over God’s Word, so it will help you follow along to have 
an open Bible in front of you. 
 

 
“The Sinfulness of Sin” is not the typical Mother’s Day 
sermon, of course!  But before we dive into our new 
preaching series in Ephesians and encounter a grand 
manifesto of God’s sovereignty in our salvation… I 
thought I should first carefully set our table with the 
sinfulness of sin. 
 

After all, the glorious doctrines of God’s election and 
predestination that are revealed in Ephesians chapter 1 
are God’s grace-solution for our sin problem…and so we 
will never rightly understand the wonders of God’s 
sovereign grace until we first grasp the sinfulness of sin. 
 
So if you were all psyched up and ready to jump into 
Ephesians chapter 1 today… be patient.  This is just like 
when our family moved to California, and someone would 
invite us over for dinner.  Back in our central IL culture, if 
dinner was set for 6pm, that means you arrived at 6pm, 
and immediately were seated at the table and started to 
eat.  But in CA, we’d arrive at 6pm, and they hadn’t even 
started the grill yet!  We’d have an hour or more of 
appetizers and fellowship before we’d ever get to eat! 
 
So today is just a theological appetizer.  This is the palate 
cleanser before the coming feast!   
 
We must see what Scripture actually teaches about sin’s 
consequences in us.  We’ll look at many different 
passages, but I’ve chosen Romans chapter 3 for our 
Scripture reading. 
 
So if you’re able, please stand in honor of the reading of 
God’s Word, as I read the ESV translation, from Romans 
chapter 3, verse 9, to help us consider sin’s sinfulness: 
 
9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. 
For we have already charged that all, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, 
no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God.  
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12  All have turned aside; together they have become 
worthless; no one does good, not even one.”  

13  “Their throat is an open grave;  
they use their tongues to deceive.”  

  “The venom of asps is under their lips.”  
14  “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”  
15  “Their feet are swift to shed blood;  
16  in their paths are ruin and misery,  
17  and the way of peace they have not known.”  
18  “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks 
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 
be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable 
to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be 
justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin.  
 
This is the reading of God’s Word.   
 
Let’s Pray. 
 

 
I’m so excited to teach God’s Word today.  But I have to 
admit I’ve approached this message with some extra 
tender care for you.  Because I’m well aware that no one 
naturally believes what the Scriptures actually teach 
about sin. Apart from humble submission to God’s Word, 
no one in the world would actually agree with what I’m 
about to teach you. 
 
The sinfulness of sin is a very unpopular topic, and one 
that most people – even many professing Christians – 
despise and reject, and often with great emotion. To 

rightly understand what God’s Word teaches about our 
sin is devastating to pride, and contrary to many of our 
natural assumptions about who we are, and how we 
relate with God. 
 
So please listen carefully.  I have no desire to be a bully 
in the pulpit.  I simply want you to know and understand 
what God actually says in His Word.   
 
I didn’t used to believe what I’m about to teach today. In 
fact, I’m convinced that no one is naturally born with a 
biblical understanding of sin. But our theology matters, 
and I sincerely desire to put my trust in what God has 
actually said, rather than in any human wisdom or 
religious tradition.  As one of your pastors, my heart cry is 
that every one of us would submit all of our doctrine and 
practice under the authority of God’s Word – rather than 
any human tradition or philosophy.  
 
Therefore, if you experience strong reactions or 
questions as we go through this… that’s ok.  Just write 
your questions down so you don’t lose them.  Then pray 
for spiritual understanding and humility, and let your 
questions drive you deeper into God’s Word.  
 
The local church is a safe place for you to wrestle 
through all your questions and emotions.  And I know all 
our elders and pastors well enough to say that if any of 
us can help you find answers to your questions in God’s 
Word, we’d be delighted to serve you that way.   
 
Today’s sermon has two parts.  In the first half, we’ll 
examine what God says about the spiritual 
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consequences of sin in our hearts.  Then in the second 
half, we’ll delight in how God Himself overcomes sin’s 
effects through miraculous salvation.  And hopefully in 
this way, we’ll set a beautiful table for our upcoming 
series in Ephesians.  
 
So then first, 
 

 
Let’s consider how the Bible teaches that Sin so corrupts 
our hearts that only God can save us. 
 
Anyone born to a sinner automatically inherits a sin 
nature.1  Therefore, ever since our first parents 
disobeyed God in Genesis chapter 3, the entire human 
race is corrupted by sin and personally engaging in sin.2  
After all, sin is simply rebellion against God.3 Therefore, 
ever since Genesis 3, every person on the earth has 
failed to love God and others the way God deserves.4  

 
1 Romans 5:12 
2 1 John 1:8, 10 
3 1 John 3:4; c.f. Romans 1:18 
4 Romans 1:28, Matthew 22:37-40; Galatians 5:14 

Every one of us has sinned and fallen short of God’s 
glory,5 and rightly deserves sin’s death penalty.6  
 
But Scripture reveals more than sin’s penalty of death. 
Scripture also reveals how sin corrupts our mind and will 
in spiritually devastating ways while we are still living.   
 
For example, open your Bible to 1 Corinthians chapter 
2, verse 14, where we learn how: 
 

 
Sin makes us spiritually deaf, or unhearing. 

 
In 1 Corinthians 2, the apostle Paul is defending his 
humble Gospel ministry by explaining how he wanted 
their faith to rest on God’s power, not man’s eloquence.7  
And then he makes this profound statement in verse 14, 
 
For the natural person – that’s referring to an unbeliever 
– the non-Christian… a person who has not yet been 

5 Romans 3:23 
6 Romans 5:14; 6:23 
7 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
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born again by God’s Spirit… the natural person does not 
accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to 
him, and he is not able to understand them because they 
are spiritually discerned.  
 
Did you catch that?  The unbeliever is not able – notice it 
doesn’t say they are unwilling … it says not able to 
understand the Gospel message.  Sin so corrupts the 
heart that it makes us spiritually deaf to the life-saving 
message of salvation by faith alone in Christ alone.  
 
So notice … no sinner can ever be humanly convinced to 
believe in Jesus.  No amount of persuasive apologetic 
evidence will ever cause an unbeliever to believe in 
Jesus.  1 Corinthians 2:14 is clear – the message of 
Jesus’ substitutionary death and resurrection for the 
salvation of sinners is only foolishness to unbelievers.  
Sin makes us spiritually deaf, so we are unable to 
understand spiritual truth.  
 
Now flip over to 2 Corinthians chapter 3, where we 
learn that, 
 

 
8 John 8:44; 2 Timothy 2:26 

 
Sin also makes us spiritually blind. 

 
In 2 Corinthians chapter 3 verses 14-15, Paul 
describes how sin hardens our minds, so that even when 
we read Scripture, …whenever Moses is read a veil lies 
over their hearts. In other words, sin blinds us from being 
able to truly understand God’s Word for our salvation.   
 
Chapter 4, verse 4 says it even more clearly: 
 
In their case… (speaking of unbelievers)… the god of this 
world (little “g”… referring to Satan)… has blinded the 
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ. 
 
Translation:  Sin so enslaves the heart to Satan’s 
deception,8 that sin makes us spiritually blind.  It’s not 
that we see Jesus and purposefully choose to reject 
Him… sin blinds us so that we can’t even see Jesus as 
desirable. 
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Now let’s go back to Romans, because I want you to see 
a very important couple of verses in chapter 8.  Not only 
does sin make us spiritually deaf and blind, but according 
to Romans 8 verses 7-8,  
 

 
Sin makes us spiritually unable … or you could say 

spiritually powerless.  

 
In Romans 8, the life of the flesh is against the life of the 
Spirit.  So verses 7-8 are talking about unbelievers 
…those who are hostile or against God and His Spirit.  
But notice carefully how much sin corrupts our minds:   
 
The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to God’s law; indeed it cannot.  Those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God.  
 
Wow.  That’s strong language isn’t it?  Notice, this 
doesn’t just say that sinners will not submit to God. This 
says sinners cannot submit to God.  Sinners cannot 
please God.  These are statements of ability. 
 

So make no mistake, sin so corrupts our hearts that we 
are spiritually deaf, blind, and unable to please God.  We 
cannot make any decision for God or obey any part of 
God’s law in the strength of our own flesh.  Sin makes 
every soul profoundly powerless to do anything pleasing 
to God.      
 
But of course sin is never morally neutral, so let’s 
observe then how,  
 

 
Sin makes us spiritually evil according to Jeremiah 13: 

23.   

 
Here the prophet Jeremiah asks some obvious 
questions: 
 
Can the Ethiopian change his skin? 
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Well of course, the answer is “No,” right? No one can 
change his own skin color.  
 
So then what’s the next question? 
 
Can the leopard change his spots? 
 

 
Again, the answer is obviously No. 
 
So then follow the prophet’s argument:   
 
Then also you can do good who are accustomed to do 
evil.  

 
Translation: a person who is born into sin has as much 
hope for doing good as an Ethiopian has for changing his 
own skin color, or a leopard has for getting rid of his 
spots.   
 
Sin corrupts our hearts so that everything we do is evil 
and vile in God’s eyes.   
 
But now you might object, saying…wait a minute pastor.  
I know an unbeliever who does some really good things. 
In fact, some of my unbelieving friends are very moral 
and generous.  
 
But listen carefully to the prophet Isaiah.   
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Because in Isaiah 64 verse 6 God’s prophet says, 
 
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.   
 
Did you catch that?  The words “polluted garment” are 
very graphic in the original Hebrew.  It’s literally a pile of 
rags a woman would use to clean herself after her 
menstrual cycle.   
 
God says… any external good you’re able to do in your 
own strength is unclean filth.  Any human morality apart 
from my Spirit stinks to high heaven with self-
righteousness and pride.   
 
Sin has so corrupted us that even our external morality 
and most sincere religious acts are evil and wicked 
before God’s holiness.  Sin makes every part of us 
spiritually evil.   
 

 
9 Romans 5:10; Colossians 1:21 

But loved ones… brace yourself for this now… sin 
doesn’t just make us evil enemies of God.9   
 

 
Sin makes us spiritually dead.   

 
Sin doesn’t only make us spiritually deaf, blind, unable, 
and wholly evil…but sin makes us spiritual corpses.   
 
Ephesians chapter 2 says every person is dead in 
trespasses and sins… by nature children of wrath. 
 
Meaning every human being is spiritually dead, enslaved 
to Satan’s lies and demonic spirits, living as children of 
disobedience, only useful by nature as objects for God’s 
righteous condemnation. 
 
This is so offensive to human pride, I know.  But this is 
the clear teaching of Scripture.  
 
So, Mother’s – while I’m not recommending that you 
address every Baby Shower card “To the walking dead” 
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or to the cute “viper in a human diaper,”10 let’s humbly 
acknowledge that there no such thing as a spiritually 
innocent or spiritually neutral person.  Nowhere does the 
Scripture teach an “age of accountability.”  After all, even 
infants and the severely handicapped die…and death is 
always the result of sin.11  
 
All have sinned. All carry a sin nature.   
 

 
And sin is far more destructive to our hearts that we may 
have ever dared to dream.  Sin makes us spiritually deaf, 
blind, unable, evil, and spiritually dead.  Sin deceives us 
into thinking we are sophisticated and competent, even 
while we are spiritual corpses drifting down the river of 
humanity towards an eternal hell.12  
 
And remember – James 2:10 teaches that whoever 
keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it.  

 
10 Psalm 58:3-5; c.f. Ps 51:5, 140:3; Mt 3:7, 12:34, 23:33; Lk 3:7; Ro 3:13 
11 Romans 6:23 

Therefore, loved ones… according to what God says in 
His Word…  
 

 
No one has an excuse.  We’re all justly condemned 
before our holy God.13 Sin has so corrupted our hearts 
that we could never initiate or even desire our salvation.   
 
So let’s draw two implications before we continue: 
 

 
First, sinful hearts are only “free” to do evil.   

12 Romans 1:22; Ephesians 4:18 
13 Romans 3:19 
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How many of you have heard that God created us with a 

“free will?” Yes, that’s a common belief among 

Christians.  And just because the words “free will” aren’t 

found in the Bible, doesn’t necessary mean it’s not true.  

After all, we believe in the “Trinity”, even though the Bible 

never uses that specific word, etc.   

 

But we must define the free will of man according to what 

the Bible actually says.  If we understand “the free will of 

man” to refer to the fact that God created every person to 

make their own choices, then that is biblically true.  After 

all, God created everyone morally responsible and 

accountable to choose to worship and obey Him with 

their life. 

 

However, what we’ve just learned is that sin has so 

corrupted the human heart that now sinful hearts can 

only choose evil.   

 

Titus 3 verse 3 explains that unbelievers are not actually 

“free” to choose righteousness …but are instead slaves 

to various passions and pleasures.   

 

So a biblical understanding of “free will” cannot mean that 

sinners have an ability to choose God.  Sin has taken 

away that ability. Sinful hearts are spiritually unable.  

Sinful hearts are only “free” (quote/unquote) to do what 

they want to do… which is only selfish desires leading to 

relational brokenness, as Titus 3:3 teaches.   

 
14 Acts 17:30 

So then, let’s submit our understanding of man’s free will 

to the clear teaching of Scripture.  Biblically speaking, 

sinful hearts are only free to do evil. 

 

Or to say it another way, 
 

 
Although we are eternally responsible to repent and 

believe, sin’s corruption makes it impossible for us to 

seek God ourselves.  

 
Clearly God commands every person everywhere to 
repent and believe in Him.14 Biblically speaking then, the 
doctrine of the free will of man teaches the moral 
responsibility of every person to choose God.  But sin 
has so corrupted our hearts, that no sinner can ever 
choose God on their own.  We are enslaved to sin’s 
passions, and will only choose evil.  We cannot 
understand God, see God, or please God in our flesh.  
We are spiritually dead, and as we read earlier from 
Romans 3,  
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No one seeks for God.  No one will ever decide to follow 
Jesus, or receive Jesus, on their own.15  It’s a biblical 
impossibility because of the pervasive corruption of sin 
upon our hearts and minds.  
 
By the way, the sinfulness of sin is what prevents us from 
viewing God’s sovereign election as merely national to 
the Jews, or as merely God’s knowing beforehand 
whether people are going to choose Him, and then 
electing them on that basis.  After all, if God’s election 
was merely foresight, no sinner would ever choose God 
because of sin’s consequences on their own mind. 
 
So then quickly now, let’s move on to our second point,  
 

 
And rejoice that God is the author of our salvation!  God 
Himself does what our sinful hearts could never do!   
 
Hebrews 12:2 says that Jesus is the founder and 
perfecter of our faith.  Jonah 2:9 teaches that Salvation 
belongs to the LORD! And when Moses questions how 

 
15 Psalm 14, 53; John 1:12-13 

God will be able to dwell with such a sinful and stiff-
necked people in Exodus 33, God responds by assuring 
Moses that because His name is Yahweh, He will be 
gracious to whom He will be gracious, and He will show 
mercy on whom He will show mercy.16 
 
In other words, the miracle of our salvation includes 
God’s grace rescuing us from the sinful corruption of our 
own hearts and minds!  
 
Now unfortunately we are going to spank these next 
blanks in your notes page very quickly.  We don’t have 
time to fully explain all this today.  But remember, today’s 
just the appetizer.  More is coming when we actually get 
into Ephesians next week! 
 
Notice the parallelism in your notes as we go through 
these… often looking at Scriptures in the same context 
as what we considered before. 
 
First, back in 1 Corinthians chapter 2, 
   

16 Exodus 33:3, 15-19 
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Note how God gives us spiritual hearing  

 
By His saving mercy, God gives us His Spirit, that we 
might understand the things freely given us by God.   
 
So the apostle Paul’s preaching didn’t rely on persuasive 
rhetoric or human wisdom, but on God… as he imparted 
the Gospel in words taught by the Spirit, who interpreted 
spiritual truths to those who were spiritual.   
 
In other words, only those who are spiritual…those who 
have already received God’s Spirit, are able to hear and 
understand God’s truth.   
 
And then in 2 Corinthians chapters 3 and 4, 
 

 
God mercifully gives us spiritual sight so that we might 

believe in Jesus.  

 
Chapter 3 verse 16 says when one turns to the Lord, the 
veil [of blinding unbelief] is removed.   
 
Now if that’s all we had… we might think that what 
removed our spiritual blindness was our choice to turn to 
the Lord, right?  But when we keep reading, we realize 
that we didn’t choose to remove our blindness, but God’s 
Spirit did, which then caused us to turn to the Lord.  For 
verse 17 says,  
 
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.   
 
And then more clearly in chapter 4, verse 6, 
 
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
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So God saves us from sin’s blindness, and opens our 
eyes to see Jesus and treasure Him above all else.17 
 
Isn’t this glorious?! 
 
Now go back to Romans 8 to see how the Spirit of God 
overcomes our spiritual inability. 
 

 
God gives us spiritual ability through the Spirit of Jesus 

who is always with us.  

 

Romans 8:13 says by the Spirit we can put to death the 
deeds of the body, and truly live.  What?  Back in verses 
7-8, Paul just said that we cannot submit to God’s law, 
and we cannot please God.   
 
But listen… that was before we were born again and 
given God’s Spirit. Now that God Himself is with us, we 
have spiritual ability to please God, and obey God, and 
fight against sin’s left-overs in our lives.  
 

 
17 Isaiah 42:7; Psalm 119:18; Acts 26:18 

This just keeps getting better, doesn’t it? 
 
Now look at Isaiah 61 verse 10, 
 

 
Which teaches that God gives us spiritual righteousness. 

 
Remember back in Isaiah 64, God taught that even our 
own best religious efforts were like a pile of menstruous 
rags on the floor.  But rejoice at what God does in our 
salvation now according to Isaiah 61:10, 
 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in 
my God, for He has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation; He has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a 
priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels.  
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Loved ones, salvation belongs to the LORD, and when 
He hides you in Christ,18 and makes you one with 
Jesus,19 He declares you perfectly righteous!20   
 
Wow… our salvation glorifies God!  Only a God of 
resurrection power could transform people who are 
accustomed to evil and dead, and give us spiritual 
righteousness and, 
 

 
Life. 

 
And of course, this is actually what God does.  Because 
He is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which 
He loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
God made us alive together with Christ! 
 
No wonder Ephesians 2 exults so much in the triumph 
that by grace you have been saved!  We could have 
never saved ourselves!  Sin had so corrupted our hearts 
that only God Himself could ever save us.  

 
18 Colossians 3:3 
19 Galatians 2:20 

 
So rejoice church, that God alone is the author and 
initiator of our salvation.  God alone gives spiritual 
hearing, sight, ability, righteousness, and life to the sinful 
soul… which then helps us draw two important 
conclusions today. 
 

 
First, Saving faith is a grace gift from God.  

 
Although we are biblically responsible to put our faith in 
Jesus, sin’s consequences on our hearts make this 

20 Romans 5:1 
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action impossible.  No sinner will ever seek God apart 
from God giving them the gift of saving faith.   
 
This truth is actually all over Scripture, and we will spend 
much more time unpacking it through Ephesians in the 
coming weeks…but for now, just consider verses like 
Acts 13:48, which says, 
 
As many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 
 
Notice, their saving faith was a result of God appointing 
them for salvation.    
 

 
Or in John chapter 6, Jesus clearly teaches that faith is 
a grace-gift when He says, 
 
It is the Spirit who gives life, the flesh is no help at all.  … 
This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless 
it is granted him by the Father.   
 
You see, God doesn’t wait to react to faith before He 
saves sinners.  Saving faith itself is part of God’s saving 
grace.    

 
In John chapter 10 Jesus makes this point crystal clear 
when He teaches, 
 
You do not believe because you are not among my 
sheep. 
 
Now notice, that’s backwards of most of the teaching of 
the evangelical church today.  Most teach that you’re not 
part of God’s flock because you don’t believe.  But that’s 
the opposite of how Jesus taught it, isn’t it?   
 
God is the author of salvation, and when He saves you, 
and makes you one of His children, then you will believe 
on Him and love Him.   
 
If we said this all another way, we could say this: 
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Although we are eternally responsible to repent and 

believe, only God gets the credit when we do believe!  

Salvation belongs to our God!  

 
While the sinfulness of sin means that sinful hearts are 
only “free” to do evil according to Titus 3:3,  
 

 
Titus 3:4 goes on to marvel at God’s gracious and 
sovereign freedom to save sinners. 
 
For when God’s goodness and loving kindness appeared 
to us, He saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.   
 
So then, a sinner’s salvation is entirely God’s choice. Our 
salvation owes absolutely everything to Yahweh and His 
grace.  This doctrine of God’s sovereign grace in election 
certainly has much mystery and wonder in it –  
 

 
but as the end of Romans 11 exclaims,  
 
who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been 
God’s counselor?  Or who has given a gift to Him that He 
might be repaid?  For from Him, and through Him, and to 
Him are all things. [including the salvation of sinners!] To 
Him be glory forever.  Amen.  
 
So then, the sinfulness of sin becomes the glorious table-
setting for Paul’s grand manifesto of God’s marvelous 
salvation in Ephesians chapter 1.   
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After all, sin so corrupts our hearts that only God can 
save us.  The biblical teaching about the sinfulness of our 
sin necessarily requires that every part of our salvation – 
even from the first heart-beat of saving faith – must be 
the supernatural and miraculous work of God Himself. 
And in this way, God sovereignly works to save sinners 
all in a manner that most humbles our pride and exalts 
His own glory.  
 

 
May God help all of us to rejoice that God alone is the 
author of our salvation, and may our hearts be satisfied in 
His saving love as we submit all of our understanding to 
the authority of His Word. 

Let’s pray. 
 
<<His Mercy is More>> 
 

 
Let’s pray aloud our benediction from 1 Thessalonians 
5:23-24: 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely,  
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful;  

He will surely do it. 
 

 
Please show this slide immediately after the conclusion of the 
Benediction in both 1st and 2nd services for 2 minutes; then after 2 
minutes, you can transition to other slides, etc. Thank you!  
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Recommended Resources on The Sinfulness of Sin: 
 

• Exodus 33:3, 12-19; 34:5-9 

• Psalm 14; 51:5; 53 

• Isaiah 1:2-6; 53:6; 61:10; 64:6-7  

• Jeremiah 13:23; 17:9 

• John 1:12-13; 6:29, 37, 43-44, 63-65; 8:47; 10:26 

• Acts 13:48 

• Romans 1:18-32; 3:10-19, 21-26; 5:10, 12; 8:7-11, 
13-16; 11:33-36 

• 1 Corinthians 2:9-14 

• 2 Corinthians 3:15-17, 4:4-6  

• Galatians 5:16, 22-25 

• Ephesians 2:1-10 

• Philippians 1:29 

• Titus 3:3-7 

• Hebrews 12:2 

• 1 Peter 1:3 

• 2 Peter 1:10 
 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-
taylor/an-interview-with-paul-on-whats-wrong-with-us/  

• https://www.monergism.com/topics/total-depravity-
man  

 

• Sin and Temptation, John Owen 

• The Enemy Within, Kris Lundgaard 

• A Fight to the Death, Wayne Mack  
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions 
 
1. Read Isaiah 1:2-6.  List the various ways God 

describes the consequences of sin in His people?  

How can it be that the perfect Parent has such 

rebellious children?  

 
2. Read Psalm 51:5 and Romans 5:12. Is there any 

such thing as an innocent person?   Since the human 

mortality rate is 100%, explain your answer to the 

above question from the perspective of Romans 6:23.  

 
3. Read John 10:26.  Why do people not believe in 

Jesus?  According to Acts 13:48 and John 6:29, 63-

65, why do people believe in Jesus?  Why do human 

hearts tend to despise the biblical truth about our 

profound spiritual inability (John 6:66)?   

 
4. Read Romans 3:10-19, and cross-reference with 

Psalm 14 and 53. Can anyone ever choose to believe 

in Jesus or obey God on their own (c.f. John 1:12-

13)? So then what hope for salvation exists for stiff-

necked sinners like you and me (Exodus 33:3, 15-

19)?   

 
5. God’s free choice to save people so corrupted by sin 

is a glorious mystery that often short-circuits our 

computers (Romans 11:33-36). What questions do 

you want to get answered about God’s salvation of 

sinners as we study through Ephesians chapter 1? 
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