
1     1 

 

To the Praise of His Glory (Part 2) 
Ephesians 1:7-12 – NCBC, May 29th, 2022 

 
Main Point: Praise God for all our spiritual blessings in 
Christ 
 

I. God the Son redeems us from sin (v. 7) 
a. By paying the price (7a) 
b. By forgiving our sin (7b) 
c. To show His grace (7c) 

 
Application: Let us rejoice in our freedom from 
oppression! 

 
II. God the Son reveals the goal of history (vv. 

8-10) 
a. By giving us understanding (v. 8) 
b. By revealing God’s hidden plan (v. 9) 
c. To unite all things in Himself (v. 10) 

 
Application: Let us rejoice in the hope of the universe! 

 
III. God the Son gives us an inheritance (vv. 

11-12) 
a. By appointing us as heirs (11a) 
b. By making it certain (11b) 
c. To make us reflect His glory (12) 

 
Application: Let us rejoice in our future blessings! 

 
 
 
 

I. Introduction   
 
[Main Title Slide]  

Please open your Bibles with me to Ephesians chapter 
one.   
 
[Usher/Bible Slide]  



2     2 

 

If you do not have a Bible with you, simply raise your 
hand as our ushers come by. 
 
Ephesians is in the second half of the Bible, the New 
Testament, and it comes after the four gospels.  All you 
have to remember is General Electric Power Company.  
The first letter reminds us Galatians, then Ephesians, 
Philippians, and Colossians. If you see Revelation you’ve 
gone too far. 
 
[Main Title Slide]  

 
Paul opens up his letter with a huge call to worship and 
praise and He says we should praise Him because of the 
spiritual blessings He has given to us. 
 
Verses 3-14 are actually one long run-on sentence - 202 
glorious words in the original Greek - breathlessly strung 
together. 
 

Why does Paul start the letter this way?  It’s to help the 
church in Ephesus understand how awesome their 
salvation is.  He is giving them a grand vision of 
salvation.  
 
Having a grand vision lifts us out of difficult 
circumstances and helps us endure in the faith with 
obedience. 
 
I think Paul’s grand vision also helps us avoid becoming 
over familiar with salvation.  We can miss or forget the 
true value of it.   
 
[Roman Bust Slide]  

 
Just this month, it was reported in the news that a lady in 
Texas bought a sculpture back in 2018 from GoodWill for 
$34.99.  She had a hunch that this was something more 
valuable so she spent a few years consulting with experts 
at universities and auction houses.  Eventually she found 
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out that this was a sculpture of the Roman general 
Pompey the Great made around the time Jesus was 
alive, and that it had been taken from a German museum 
during World War II.1  This sculpture was worth way more 
than she originally thought.   
 
Our salvation is also worth way more than we can ever 
imagine. 
 
[Salvation Diamond Slide #1]  

 
We know that our salvation is valuable.  Without a doubt, 
every believer is initially overwhelmed by the grace they 
receive and experience upon conversion. But no believer 
initially understands the full worth and beauty of their 
salvation.   
 

 
1 https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2022/05/05/ancient-roman-

bust-texas-goodwill-35/9664462002/ 

 
[Salvation Diamond Slide #2] 
 

But here in Ephesians 1, Paul is showing us the glorious 
value of salvation as if it were a huge diamond.  Words 
like: election, predestination, redemption, sanctification, 
justification, regeneration, glorification, faith, repentance, 
adoption – are all facets on the diamond of salvation. No 
single facet represents salvation by itself, but they all 
come together to form the beautiful diamond. 
 
Paul is slowly turning the diamond in the light of God’s 
glory, with the black velvet backdrop of our sinfulness, to 
show us all the sparkling glory of salvation. 
 
Let’s gaze at this diamond together this morning. 
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[Main Title Slide]  

 
So if you are able, please stand in honor of the reading of 
God’s Word as I read from Ephesians chapter 1, verse 3 
through verse 14. 
 
“3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as 
he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to 
himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to 
the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious 
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in 
all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which 
he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of 

time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth. 
 
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having 
been predestined according to the purpose of him 
who works all things according to the counsel of his 
will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ 
might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you 
also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with 
the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of 
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to 
the praise of his glory.”  
 
This is the reading of God’s Word. You may be seated.   
 
Let’s pray. 
 
 

II. God the Son Redeems Us (v. 7)  
 
 

Today we are going to dive into part two of this text, 
verses 7-12, and examine three more spiritual blessings. 
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[Main Point Slide]  
 

 
The main point of these verses is simply that we should 
“Praise God for all our spiritual blessings in Christ.”  
You should feel overwhelmed by the tsunami wave of 
spiritual blessings and it should lead to thanksgiving and 
praise. 
 
Last week pastor Kevin walked us through verses 3-6 
and called us to “praise God the Father” because He 
sovereignly chose us for salvation before the foundation 
of the world which resulted in our adoption as sons and 
daughters.   
 
Verses 7-12 are going to show us God the Son’s role in 
salvation.   
 

 
2 cf. Titus 3:3-8 

This such an important reminder that salvation is 
Trinitarian – all three persons of the Godhead are 
involved in salvation – the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.2   
 
The Bible does not pit the Father and the Son against 
each other.  The Father is not the angry one while the 
Son is loving one. Jesus is not trying to pacify a hot-
tempered Father.  The Father, in love, chose to save us 
despite our sinfulness because of His love. 
 
But this begs the question “How can God both be a holy 
and righteous judge, and forgive us for sinning against 
Him?”  “How can sinners be right with God?”   
 
The answer is that man, on his own, cannot be right with 
God.   
 
That’s where the glory of Ephesians 1:7 comes in which 
says “In Him we have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace.”   
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[Point #1 Slide]  

 
The first spiritual blessing we have, is that, God the Son 
redeems us from sin. 
 
Notice that it starts with two massively important words - 
“In Him.”3   
 
Being “in Him” is the foundation for all of our spiritual 
blessings and it identifies Jesus as our Redeemer. 
 
“In Him” occurs thirteen times in verses 3-14 and I don’t 
want you to miss the significance because you’ll find it all 
over the New Testament.   
 
You see, we do not just worship Jesus, pray to Him, or 
obey Him.  We are UNITED with Him.  That’s what “in 

 
3 Literally, “in whom,” which is what carries the run-on sentence forward.  

It still means “in Him.” 
4 Exodus 6:6 

Him” means.  It means that we are so intimately 
identified with him that we are described as being in Him 
and Him in us.  Christians find their identity in Christ. 
 
It is on the basis of this union that “we have 
redemption,”  
 
So what is redemption?  Part of the word means “to 
deliver” – “In Him we have been delivered.” 
 
But it’s much more than just deliverance, because the 
Greek word also indicates a price, or ransom, was 
required for deliverance. 
 
This word was used during Paul’s time to refer to 
purchasing slaves or a prisoner of war.  The word was 
also was used in the Old Testament to refer to God 
delivering Israel – like in Exodus when God redeemed 
His people from slavery to Egypt - where the Passover 
lamb was the required price for redemption.4   
 
If redemption means being set free from slavery, 
what does Jesus deliver us from?   
 
He delivers us from the guilt and the penalty of sin.  We 
have also been set free from the power of sin, which 
enables us to live obediently from the heart, but that is 
not what Paul is discussing here.5  That’s another 
sermon. 
  

5 Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 1:18; Rom. 6:1-10; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Eph. 2:1-7; Col. 

3:1-4 
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Scripture is clear that “all have sinned and fallen short 
of the glory of God.”6 We stand guilty in God’s 
courtroom and therefore we deserve the penalty of sin.  
Before redemption, we were by nature, children of wrath, 
like the rest of mankind.7   
 
[SLIDE Point #1a]  

 
But Christ has redeemed us from this guilt and penalty 
by paying the price.  
 
What’s the price?  Romans 6:23 reminds us that the 
“wages of sin is death.”   
 
The cost of sin is our life!  Not only physical death and 
but a spiritual death - eternal damnation in hell.  That’s 
why we can never repay this debt on our own.8  Like the 

 
6 Romans 3:23 
7 Eph. 2:3 
8 Psalm 49:7-9, 15 
9 Matt. 18:23-35 

parable of the debtor who owed 10,000 talents (the 
equivalent of trillions of dollars), we have an impossible 
debt that we owe.9  We have a ransom over our heads.10 
 
Some of you know by experience the oppression of being 
in debt financially.  Whether it’s a home mortgage, car 
payments, medical bills, or student loans, these types of 
debts are overwhelming and oppressive.   
 
But our debt to the LORD is infinitely more oppressive 
because we have sinned against an infinitely holy God.  
He is righteous and He cannot just sweep our sin under 
the rug.11 
 
You know how crushing and oppressive the weight of 
guilt is when we realized we had sinned against God.  It 
saps the life out of your body and soul.12  It produces 
terror and dread over God’s judgement.  And no amount 
of good works can ever make up for our sin or drive away 
our sense of guilt. 
 
Our only hope is someone who is willing to be our 
substitute – to pay the debt with their own life.   
 
But only someone who is infinite in their being could bear 
God’s infinite wrath in our place.  At the same time, only 
someone who is a man could be our representative to 
stand in our place to die the death we deserve and live 
the perfect life we should have lived.  

10 Psalm 49:7-9 
11 Habakkuk 1:13 
12 Ps. 32:3-4; 38:2 
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Enter Jesus!  Jesus, fully God and fully man, who knew 
no sin, was made to be sin, so that in Him we might 
become the righteousness of God.13  It was only Jesus 
who could satisfy the infinite wrath of God. 
 
So Ephesians 1:7 says that Jesus paid the price 
“through His blood.”  His “blood” refers to his death.14  
He didn’t die from blood loss, but He shed His blood to 
signify that He was the perfect sacrifice – the one that the 
imperfect animal sacrifices had always pointed to.  Jesus 
gave up his life willingly, no one took it from Him.  He 
paid the price.  His life instead of our life, his death 
instead of our death. 
 
Who did He pay it to?  Some people might think it is to 
Satan but he is not holding us ransom like some hostage 
situation.  He is in no position to demand anything from 
Jesus.  Our sin isn’t against Satan, it’s against God.  
Satan doesn’t demand justice, God does!    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
13 2 Cor. 5:21 

[Romans Scripture Slide]  

 
 
Romans 3 teaches:  
“23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 
to be received by faith.” 
 
Jesus redeemed us with His own life – a payment to the 
Father - which propitiated His wrath – which means it 
satisfied God’s just wrath for our sin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 Lev. 17:11 
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[Point #1b SLIDE]  
 

So Jesus redeems us by paying the price and by 
forgiving our sin.  
 
Paul explains that redemption is synonymous with “the 
forgiveness of our trespasses.”  
 
“Forgiveness” means to “pardon” or “cancel out.” Jesus 
cancelled the record of our offense and released us from 
the burden of guilt.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Colossians 2 SLIDE]  

 
Paul wrote Colossians at the same time as Ephesians 
and so we see a lot of parallels in the letters.  He wrote in 
Colossians 2: “13 And you, who were dead in your 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
God made alive together with him, having forgiven us 
all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt 
that stood against us with its legal demands. This he 
set aside, nailing it to the cross.” 
 
Jesus canceled the record of debt with his blood.  It’s 
been nailed to the cross. 
 
You’ll notice the word used is “trespass” and not “sin.”  
This is one of many different words in the Bible used to 
describe all of the evil that sin is.  “Trespass” conveys the 
idea that God drew a line in the sand and said “do not 
cross” and we looked Him square in the eye and 
stomped our foot right over.  
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But despite the heinous nature of our sin – God has 
forgiven it completely.  At the cross Jesus said “it is 
finished!”15  Full payment has been paid for our sin past, 
present, and future.  There remains no more wrath, 
anger, or hostility from God toward us! 
 
And because we are forgiven, Jesus never dwells on our 
sin.  He casts it as far as the east is from the west.16  He 
will never recall a sin against us.  No sin in the past, 
present, or future will ever condemn you.  Even though 
you will continue to wrestle with sin in this life, Jesus will 
never become frustrated.  To think that Jesus is angry 
with you for sinning, after He has redeemed you, is to 
dishonor the sacrifice of Jesus. 
 
When you feel guilty and condemned for sin, you must 
combat that with the truth of redemption.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15 John 19:30 

[Point #1c SLIDE]  

 
Instead, you should feel overwhelmed because the Son 
of God redeemed us to show His grace.  Verse 7 says 
we have redemption “according to the riches of His 
grace.” 
 
Grace means God treats us in a way that we do not 
deserve and that we did not earn.  God is infinitely rich in 
His grace.  Since He forgives based on how much grace 
He has, there is no amount of sin or type of sin that God 
cannot cover with His grace.   
 
You might have a giant tsunami wave of sin in your life, 
but God’s tsunami wave of grace is bigger and will keep 
coming wave, after wave, after wave.  You cannot 
exhaust God’s grace because God cannot cease from 

16 Psalm 103:12 
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being who He is – gracious!  Where sin abounds, grace 
abounds all the more.17 
 
[Application #1 SLIDE]  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Since God the Son redeems us from sin, let us rejoice 
in our freedom from oppression!   
 
We no longer are under the burden of guilt.  Our 
consciences have been purified.  And it’s all because of 
grace! We are now reconciled with God and when He 
looks at us, He sees the righteousness of Jesus.  He 
loves us with the same love He has for Jesus! 

 
17 Romans 5:20b 

 
If you have never felt this freedom, if you are still 
burdened in your conscience, if you stand condemned, 
then I urge you to repent – turn away from your sinful 
lifestyle - and turn to Jesus for forgiveness.  Cry out to 
God who is rich in grace and ask for forgiveness.  He will 
never turn away a broken and humbled heart.18   
 
 
III. God the Son reveals the goal of history (vv. 8-

10) 
 
[Point #2 Slide]  

 
 
 
 
 

18 Is. 66:2; Matt. 11:28-30 
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The second spiritual blessing is that God the Son 
reveals the goal of history.   
 
Follow along with me in verses 8-10: 
 
“which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and 
insight making known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his purpose, which he set forth in 
Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.” 
 
That’s a mouthful and “brainful”!  The difficulty comes 
from this being a run-on sentence.  It’s helpful to part it 
out. 
 
Look at verse 8.  “Which he lavished upon us in all 
wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery 
of his will,”  
 
Paul continues his long-winded sentence by branching 
off to talk even more about the riches of God’s grace. He 
essentially says without taking a breath “By the way, that 
infinite grace God shows to us in redemption, He also 
lavishes that same grace on us by giving us all wisdom 
and insight.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Point #2a SLIDE]  

 
You see, the Son reveals the goal of history by giving us 
understanding. 
 
Wisdom and insight are very similar.  Wisdom refers to 
the ability to see the world as God sees it.  It’s the ability 
to understand the true nature of things that have been 
revealed by God.  Insight refers to the practical use of 
that wisdom or the skillful use of the truth.   
 
Jesus gives us the ability to understand the mystery of 
God’s will. 
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[Point #2b SLIDE]  

 
So Jesus reveals the goal of history by giving us 
understanding and by revealing God’s hidden plan. 
 
Verse 9-10 says, “making known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth 
in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time,” 
 
In other words, Jesus has revealed God’s hidden plan at 
just the right time in history.  God determined the Jesus 
would be the one to make this plan known.  
 
What is the mystery of God’s will?  
 
Is this a mystery like Scooby Doo?  As in, the truth was 
there in the Old Testament all along, but if we just done a 

 
19 Eph. 3:5 

better job investigating we could have found it?  Do we 
need a special decoder ring? 
 
No. A “mystery” in the New Testament refers to 
something that is not knowable because it has been 
hidden.19 
 
[Polaroid Camera SLIDE]  

 
It’s like a polaroid picture. I put up a picture on the slide in 
case anyone doesn’t know what I’m talking about.  As 
soon as you snapped a photo, this camera would spit out 
the film right away, but the image was black and hidden.  
It took time for the picture to develop and be seen.   
 
The mystery of God’s will is kind of like the polaroid.  God 
had formed a plan according to His will.  The picture, if 
you will, had been taken, but no one could see it – it was 
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hidden.  Slowly over time the image was revealed, but 
not all at once.  It’s not until the picture fully developed 
that you could finally understand what the picture is.  
Jesus’ first coming represents that fully developed image.  
 
So what’s the hidden plan? 
 
[Point #2c SLIDE]  

Jesus reveals to us that God’s hidden plan is to unite all 
things in Himself – that is, in Jesus! 
 
Verse 10, “…to unite all things in him, things in 
heaven and on earth.” 
 
The word “unite” in the original Greek means to “bring 
together,” “to summarize,” or “sum up” something into 
one point.   
 
The original Greek word is used only here and in 
Romans 13:9: 

 
[Romans 13 SLIDE]  

“9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, 
You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”” 
 
You can see in this verse that all of the Old Testament 
laws regarding how we treat each other are united or 
summarized in the single command “love you neighbor 
as yourself.”  It’s the command that harmonizes all the 
others or that the others find their true meaning. 
 
Back in Ephesians, our verse then can be 
understood to say God revealed the mystery that “all 
things, in heaven and on earth, are summed up in 
Jesus.”   
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In other words:  Jesus harmonizes all of history and all of 
creation.  He is the single point that makes sense of all 
that has happened and all that will happen.   
 
[Colossians 1 SLIDE]  

Colossians says the same thing in a different way:  
 
“16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 
created through him and for him. 17 And he is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And 
he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent.” 
 
Jesus is the origin of all things and He is the goal of all 
things and this includes the church.  All things in heaven 
and earth are coming under Jesus and His reign as king 

 
20 Gen. 3:14-19; Romans 8:19-22 

for His glory - and the church, universal and local, is a big 
part of this mystery. 
 
[Point #2c SLIDE]  

 
Why is this “unity” or “summing up” important?  Because 
ever since the Fall in the garden, things have been 
divided, fractured, and broken.   
 
Our relationship with God has been fractured, our 
relationships with one another have been fractured, and 
all of creation was cursed fracturing the relationship 
between man and the rest of creation.20 
 
But before the Fall, God had set forth His plan in Christ, 
to restore and fix all that is broken because of sin.  But it 
wasn’t fully revealed until Jesus came to earth and was 
crucified, buried, raised, and ascended. 
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In the Old Testament, believers were looking at that 
polaroid picture in faith – not understanding everything 
because it was hidden.  The pictured hadn’t fully 
developed yet.  
 
They were waiting for the seed of Eve to crush the 
serpent’s head but they didn’t know it involved Jesus and 
a cross.21  
 
They were waiting for the seed of Abraham that would 
bless all the world.22    
 
They were looking for the King, the son of David, who 
would reign forever.23  
 
They were waiting for the Messiah – the Christ – the 
anointed one – who would conquer the enemies24 of 
God’s people, 25 would bear our sins,26 and restore us to 
right relationship with God. 27 But they didn’t know that 
Jesus would have to die in order to accomplish this. 
 
What they hoped in wasn’t fully revealed and understood 
but it has now been revealed in Jesus.  
 
And yet, even though the mystery is fully revealed, the 
plan won’t be completed until the second coming of 
Christ when He establishes His kingdom fully for all 
eternity.   

 
21 Gen. 3:15; Gal. 2:20; Rev. 16:20; Heb. 2:14 
22 Gal. 3:15-16; 3:29 
23 2 Sam. 7:12-16; Matt. 1:1; Lk. 1:32; John 7:42; Acts 2:30; Romans 1:3 
24 Rom. 2:16; Rev. 20:1-3; 21:8 

 
Because of this, we live in a tension between things that 
are present reality, but not fully realized. 
 
For example, Satan has already been defeated, but not 
fully until the end of time.  When Jesus returns, that will 
usher in the beginning of His rule on earth and signal that 
the final destruction of His enemies is near.   
 
We have been redeemed, but we still wrestle with sin 
until we are fully glorified in heaven.  The world is still 
under a curse from sin and groans for Jesus’ to return.  
He will restore all of creation from the curse and then 
create a new heaven and a new earth.28 
 
[Barclay Quote SLIDE]  

25 John 12:31; Col. 2:15; 1 Cor. 15:24-28 
26 Is. 53; John 1:29; 1 Peter 1:18-19 
27 Matt. 5:17; 2 Cor. 5:21 
28 Romans 8:19-22; 2 Peter 3:7, 10-11, 12; Rev. 21:1-5 
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Respected commentator William Barclay summed it up 
saying “It was God’s purpose that all the many different 
strands, all the loose ends of things, all the warring, 
competing, hating elements in this world should be 
gathered into one unity and union in Jesus Christ.  Jesus 
came to make the world into one world in Himself.”29 
 
Until Jesus returns to bring the plan to completion, 
the church is to be the visible manifestation of this 
mystery to the world.   
 
Part of the mystery is revealed to the world because 
Jews and Gentiles have be united together in Christ as 
the church.  Paul discusses this in Ephesians chapter 
three.30 This was definitely a mystery that no Jewish 
believer had anticipated.  
All throughout the Old Testament, Gentiles were viewed 
as dirty unbelievers outside of the people of God.  But 
now that division has been united in Christ and God has 
grafted Gentiles into His special people.31 Now our job as 
the church is manifest that union with Christ to the world 
by how we love each other.32 
 
So how does the unity of all creation and history in 
Jesus bless us today?  It gives us hope.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
29 William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible: The Letter so the Galatians and 

Ephesians (The Saint Andrew Press: Edinburgh, 1960), 97. 
30 Ephesians 3:1-6 

[Application #2 SLIDE]  

 
So let us rejoice in the hope of the universe! 
 
The revelation of God’s plan doesn’t mean all of our 
problems go away.  It doesn’t mean we never suffer.  It 
doesn’t mean we never face persecution.  But what it 
does is give us a hope-filled perspective on all of life.  It 
effects how we process all of the brokenness, suffering, 
and division we see and experience in the world.   
 
If we are not in Christ, if we do not have the spiritual 
blessing of wisdom and understanding, then we will look 
at the world as unexplainable accident of randomness 
and meaninglessness.  Solomon tells us this is the 
conclusion of the unbeliever; apart from God, is that all is 

31 Romans 11:17, 19, 23-24 
32 John 13:34-35 
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vanity, and there is nothing better to do than eat, drink, 
and be merry for tomorrow may die.    
 
Yet for the believer, this spiritual blessing gives certain 
hope.  It makes pain in life seem small compared to the 
eternal weight of glory awaiting. 
 
 
IV. God the Son gives us an inheritance. 

 
[Point #3 SLIDE]  

 
And speaking of hoping in the future, Paul continues to 
describe our third spiritual blessing - God the Son gives 
us an inheritance. 
  
Look at verses 11-12: 
 

 
33 Acts 25:11 

“In Him, we have obtained an inheritance, having 
been predestined according to the purpose of him 
who works all things according to the counsel of his 
will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ 
might be to the praise of his glory.”  
 
There’s that phrase “In Him” again – pointing to our 
identity with Jesus.   
 
Everyone in the whole world cares about what their 
identity is because there are privileges that come with it.   
 
For example, there were privileges that came with being 
a Roman citizen – Paul exercised those privileges – like 
having a fair trial33 – and protection from being beaten.34   
 
There are tremendous privileges for being an American 
citizen that are not afforded anywhere else in the world.  
 

34 Acts 22:25 
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[Point #3a SLIDE]  

 
Since we are identified with Jesus and are adopted 
children of God, we have the privilege of an inheritance. 
Jesus gives us an inheritance by appointing us as 
heirs. 
 
Verse 11 says, “In Him, we have obtained an 
inheritance,” 
 
The five-word phrase “We have obtained an 
inheritance” actually comes from one Greek verb which 
is passive.  That means we are passive recipients and 
God is the actor. 
 
What is our inheritance? 

 
35 Acts 19:10 
36 John 5:24 
37 Gal. 4:6-7, Eph. 1:13 
38 Gal. 5:22-23 

 
Well Paul doesn’t go into detail here so it must have 
already been understood by the church at Ephesus.  This 
is reasonable since Paul had spent two years teaching 
the church in Ephesus.35   
 
In general, our inheritance involves all the spiritual 
blessings mentioned in this chapter.  There are some 
parts of the inheritance we enjoy in the here-and-now, 
and there are some aspects that are for the here-after.  
There are present and future benefits. 
 
Jesus tells us in John 5 that we have eternal life right 
now because eternal life is not just duration of life, but a 
quality of life.36  We have the gift of the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in us now.37   We have the fruit of the Spirit 
manifest in our lives now.38  We have instant access with 
the Father at any moment in time right now.39  We have 
victory over sin in our lives right now.   
 
But at the same time, we are not able to enjoy the 
fullness of those benefits on this side of Heaven.  While 
we are redeemed from sins power, we still wrestle with it.  
While we have fellowship with God, it won’t be until 
heaven when our fellowship will be fully experienced and 
we will see Him as He is.40 
 
While we have redemption now, our bodies won’t be fully 
redeemed until heaven.41  Our inheritance includes a 

39 Eph. 3:12; Heb. 4:16 
40 1 John 3:2; Matt. 5:8 
41 Romans 8:23 
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future glorification42 where our bodies will be made like 
Jesus’ glorified body.43   
 
[Philippians 3 SLIDE]  
 

 
Philippians 3:20 reminds us that “20 … our citizenship 
is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to 
be like his glorious body...” 
 
This glorified state means we won’t have any more 
temptation, no more sin, no more pain, no more suffering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
42 Romans 8:30 

[Revelation 21 SLIDE]  

Revelation 21 says “3 … “Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for 
the former things have passed away.”” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

43 2 Cor. 5:1-5 
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[Point #3b SLIDE]  

Not only does Jesus give us an inheritance by 
appointment, but he also does it by making it certain. 
 
We can rest assured that our future inheritance is 
secured because it has “been predestined according 
to the purpose of Him who works all things 
according to the counsel of His will.” 
 
God chose, based on His own desire, to give us an 
inheritance.  Furthermore, He is the one who “works all 
things” according to His desires.  God’s will is not 
incumbent upon the effort of man.  Man cannot thwart 
God’s plans.    
 
Notice how Paul states “we have obtained an 
inheritance.”  He speaks of it in the past tense even 
though much of it is waiting in the future.  You see, when 
something in the future was so certain that it couldn’t fail 

 
44 e.g. Eph. 2:6; Col. 3:1 

to happen, the ancient Greeks would speak as if it had 
already happened.  This happens a few times in the 
Bible.44 
 
If a friend invites you over for a cook out and you say (as 
I have said) “I’m there!” - it’s a way of saying you are so 
certain that you will come that you speak as if it already 
happened. 
 
1 Peter chapter 1 tells us that our inheritance is eternally 
shelf-stable, and reserved, or secured, in heaven for us. 
 
[Point #3c SLIDE]  

 
Another reason it’s so secure is because God’s goal in all 
of this is to make us reflect His glory.  
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Verse 12 ends with “so that we who were the first to 
hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.” 
 
When God’s glory is at stake, you can take it to the bank 
that He will not let anything get in the way of that.  Since 
our eternal inheritance is meant to produce praise for His 
glory, we know that it is certain. 
 
This special community, the church (not the building), is 
united in Christ to manifest His glorious grace and to 
praise Him.  That is the goal of our continued existence 
on earth.  You didn’t choose to become a member of the 
“Church” (capital “C”) but were immediately incorporated 
through Christ.  Local church  membership is a 
manifestation that greater spiritual reality.   
 
That’s why New Castle, and every other Christ-honoring 
church in the area, is so important.  All of what God has 
done for us is to lead to His praise.  If God wanted to, He 
could have beamed us up to heaven immediately upon 
conversion.  But He didn’t.  He doesn’t.  He leaves on 
earth to bring Him glory as the church, an assembly of 
chosen and adopted sons and daughters, who praise 
Him and make Him known in the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[APPLICATION #3 SLIDE]  

 
Let us rejoice in our future blessings!  That is the 
application of this final spiritual blessing but also of the 
whole message. This text should evoke thanksgivings 
and give us reasons and words to express that 
thanksgiving.  This text highlights God’s glorious grace 
toward us sinners. 
 
Theology should lead to doxology.  We don’t study all of 
this to increase our knowledge and puff up with pride.  As 
we look at all the facets on the diamond of salvation, it 
should always lead us to humility and worship. 
 
Let’s pray. 
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