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To the Praise of His Glory – Part 3 
Ephesians 1:13-14 - NCBC, June 5, 2022 

 

Main Point: Praise God for all our spiritual blessings 
in Christ. 
 

• God the Spirit seals us (13-14)  
o When we believe the gospel (13a) 
o For our assurance (13b)  

▪ Security:  We are protected by God’s own 
power 

▪ Identity: We are marked as God’s own 
possession 

▪ Certainty: We are guaranteed God’s own 
promises  

▪ Authority: We are commissioned by God’s own 
authority  

o As a down-payment of our eternal inheritance 
(14a) 

o To ultimately bring greater praise to God (14b)   
 
Application: Let us rejoice in the assurance of our 
salvation! 
 

 
Opening Announcements:   
 

• Our recommended resource for June is Rediscover 
Church: Why the Body of Christ is Essential by 
Jonathan Leeman & Collin Hanson.  Please pick up 
your copy in the Resource Center anytime this month. 

<<He Will Hold Me Fast>> 
 

 
There is no stronger chain in the world than God’s love 
for His children.  So dear Christian, no matter how dark 
your days…Jesus will hold you secure.  You are never 
more safe than when you are held by God’s love. 
 
Please open your Bible now and prepare to read from 
Ephesians chapter 1.     
 

 
If you do not have a Bible with you, simply raise your 
hand as our ushers come by. We encourage everyone to 
follow along in the Scriptures during every sermon, so 
that you can see how the message is coming right from 
the biblical text during our worship together.  
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Today our attention will be focused on verses 13 and 14 
of Ephesians chapter 1. And if you’ve been following 
this series, then you already know why we’ve titled this 
message, “To the Praise of His Glory – Part 3.” 
 
Because this is the third sermon from one long sentence 
in Ephesians 1 that begins in verse 3 and doesn’t end 
until verse 14.  The entire sentence is like a poetic song, 
or a breathless call to worship that praises God for all of 
our spiritual blessings in Christ.   
 
This sentence is radically God-centered and Trinitarian.  
So let’s quickly review what we’ve learned so far before 
we read it together again. 
 

 

Verse 3 calls us to praise and worship God who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places. And then the rest of the sentence turns 
the diamond, so to speak, to show off the various glories 
of our spiritual blessings in Christ.   
 
Verses 4-6 reveal how God the Father lovingly chose us 
for salvation in eternity past so that we might be adopted 
into His family.  
 
Last week Pastor Tysin did a marvelous job preaching 
through verses 7-12, describing how God the Son 
redeems us from sin, reveals the goal of history, and 
gives every Christian an eternal inheritance.  I’ve been 
encouraged all week thinking about verse 10, how God’s 
ultimate goal of history has always been to unite all 
things together in Jesus. So profound. 
 

 
Now today, verses 13-14 reveal how God the Spirit seals 
us for salvation …and all these various aspects of our 
salvation blessings are to the praise of God’s glory!   
 
This entire passage is pregnant with rich theological truth 
that rejoices our hearts and humbles our pride.  The 
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glories of our salvation bring much needed perspective 
for our daily “shoe leather” of sin and suffering.   
 
After all, let’s remember … who was the human author of 
Ephesians?  Verse 1 says it was the Apostle Paul.  But 
what was going on in Paul’s life when he wrote this?   
 
Chapter 6 verse 20 says he was in prison!  He was 
suffering unjust imprisonment and enduring a very 
dehumanizing situation simply for preaching the Gospel.   
 
So if you’d get a letter from someone suffering a similar 
injustice, is this how you’d expect the letter to begin?   
 
There’s no hint of self-pity or a victim mentality here.  
Paul is so overwhelmed with gratitude for all his spiritual 
blessings in Christ…that no amount of earthly suffering is 
able to muzzle his praise to God.  Isn’t this a powerful 
reminder for us church? 
 
We live in time when a victim-mentality is celebrated and 
encouraged. Self-pity is the social currency of our age.  
Anyone who has suffered real injustice is now entitled 
and excused since they now have a badge of victimhood.  
 
But loved ones… because of the work of the Father, Son, 
and Spirit…no Christian can ever rightly claim the identity 
of a victim ever again.  Christians are not victims; we are 
victors in Christ!1  Self-pity should never be our default 

 
1 Romans 8:37 
2 After all, a victim mentality is inherently self-focused, and thereby unable 

to rightly discern and pursue true justice and righteousness within a 

community.  Only the victor’s mentality of mercy, forgiveness, and love 

perspective, but rather gratitude and awe and wonder!2 
For we who were once enemies of God have now 
received every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 
through Christ.  And no amount of earthly injustice or 
undeserved suffering can ever separate us from God’s 
love that Ephesians 1 puts on full display for us.3 
 

Church don’t miss this.  I know there’s some mystery in 
these verses about God’s sovereign choice in our 
salvation.  This passage often raises questions about 
how human responsibility aligns with God’s sovereignty.  
But we must never allow our questions to distract us from 
the main point of this glorious call to praise.  
 

Paul wrote these verses …out of the pit of his own painful 
injustice… to urge his readers to worship and praise God 
for every part of our salvation!  This breathless sentence 
should pierce through all self-pity and temptation to “play 
the victim” and inspire our hearts to worship and rejoice 
in the glories of our great and loving God!  
 

 

possesses the necessary perspective to bring about lasting righteousness, 

justice, and shalom in a community of sinners.  
3 Romans 8:38-39 
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So let’s read the Scripture now together. If you’re able, 
please stand in honor of the public reading of God’s 
Word, as I read the ESV translation, from Ephesians 
chapter 1, verse 3: 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined 
us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his 
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 
of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 
10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth.  
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works 
all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that 
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the 
praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 

 
4 Matthew 11:2-3; Mark 9:24 
5 2 Timothy 2:13 
6 Jonah 2:9 

This is the reading of God’s good news.  Let’s Pray. 
 

 
Have you ever doubted your salvation?  Have you ever 
wondered if you were really saved?   
 
Or perhaps, have you ever been afraid that you may 
forfeit or lose eternal life?  You know God forgave your 
sins in the past…but now, because of some grievous sin, 
or because of some painful loss, you are questioning 
whether Jesus is as good or as powerful as He claims to 
be.  Maybe you wonder if you’ve gone too far and 
forfeited your eternal inheritance?   
 
The overwhelming witness of Scripture is that genuine 
believers will wrestle with doubt whenever we encounter 
difficult circumstances, worldly influences, incomplete or 
misunderstood revelation, or unfulfilled expectations.  So 
when you struggle at times with doubting God, or if you 
ever doubt that you are truly saved… you are not alone.  
 
Whenever we doubt, or it seems like unbelief is winning 
…we must always flee to Jesus.4  For although we are 
often faithless, Jesus remains faithful still.5  Our 
salvation…although it necessarily involves our own faith 
and obedience…owes its ultimate security to the work of 
our Triune God Himself.  Salvation belongs to Yahweh!6  
God always finishes what He starts.7 Our God always 
keeps His promises.8  
 

7 Philippians 1:6; 2 Timothy 1:12 
8 Romans 4:20-21; 2 Corinthians 1:20; Hebrews 10:23 
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Therefore, nothing is more effective at conquering doubt 
than rehearsing our spiritual blessings.  Ephesians 1:3-
14 is a grand recitation of all of our spiritual blessings that 
God has given us in Christ.  
 

 
So if you are fighting doubt, and wondering if you may 
have lost God’s favor… read through Ephesians 1 again 
with fresh ears, and praise God for all our spiritual 
blessings in Christ.  And listen extra carefully when you 
get to verses 13-14…because here God unwraps a 
marvelous life-preserver which swells our confidence in 
the guaranteed nature of our eternal inheritance.   
 
Ephesians 1 verses 13-14 offer great comfort and 
assurance to our hearts, because here we see the 
spiritual blessing of how and when, 
 

 
God the Spirit seals us. 
 
And the sealing of the Holy Spirit – when properly 
understood – is a great source of comfort and assurance 
to Christians who wrestle with doubt.   
 
So let’s walk through these verses carefully now to 
discover the timing of our sealing, the benefits of our 
sealing, the meaning of our sealing, and the ultimate 
result of our sealing.    
 
Verse 13 reveals that the timing of our sealing was the 
very moment,  
 

 
When we believe the gospel. 
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Let’s catch up with the context a bit, since verse 13 
continues the thought of verse 12.   
 
In verse 12 Paul refers to Himself and those believers 
with him as “We who were the first to hope in Christ.”  
 
Some commentators argue that the “we” in verse 12 
refers to the Jewish people, while the “you also” of verse 
13 refers to the Gentiles.  But in the immediate context9 
this isn’t the best understanding.  Everywhere else in this 
sentence Paul uses the pronouns “we,” “us,” and “our” in 
reference to all Christians…not just the Jewish people.10  
So the “we who were the first to hope in Christ” in verse 
12 is simply referring to Paul and other believers who put 
their faith in Jesus first, before the Ephesian believers 
did.   
 
After all notice that the “we” in verse 12 are those who 
put their “hope in the Christ.”  This is a synonym for 
saving faith.  The first to hope in the Messiah were the 
first people to believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection for 
their salvation.   
 

 
9 C.f. Harold Hoehner’s helpful treatment of this question in his 

commentary, Ephesians, pp. 231-233. 
10 1:3, 4 (2xs), 5, 6, 7 (2xs), 8, 9, 11, 14. Therefore it makes most sense to 

understand the “we” in verses 12 to likewise be referring to all those who 

are participants of the spiritual blessings in Christ (not just the Jewish 

people).  Paul does not take up the discussion of Jewish and Gentile 

Christians until 2:11, and even then in 2:11-3:21 “we” is used of all 

believers, Jews and Gentiles, not just Jewish Christians.  C.f. the parallel 

passages in Colossians 1:5, 9-14 where there is no such distinction between 

Jewish and Gentile Christians.  

This is the first statement referring to any human 
responsibility in salvation in this long sentence so far.   
 
So then verse 13 continues that thought,  
 
In Christ, you Ephesians also, when you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
Christ, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit…  
 
So when are Christians sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit?  When they hear the gospel…the word of truth… 
but not only when they hear it, but when they hear the 
truth of salvation and believe in Christ, right?   
 
God the Spirit seals us at the very moment of our saving 
faith.  When we hear and believe the gospel for salvation. 
So let’s be clear on this. The sealing of God’s Spirit does 
not happen at a person’s baptism. The sealing of God’s 
Spirit does not happen by the “laying on of hands” from 
local church elders.11    
 

Ephesians 1:13 is clear that every person who trusts in 
Jesus’ death and resurrection for their salvation is 

11 Passages like Acts 6:6, 8:17-19, 13:4-5, 19:4-6; 1 Timothy 4:14, 5:22; 2 

Timothy 1:6; Hebrews 6:2 are sometimes taken out of context to teach that 

the Holy Spirit seals a Christian at the moment a spiritual leader performs 

the “laying on of hands.”  However this is not what Ephesians 1:13 clearly 

teaches.  Instead, the cited passages related to the “laying on of hands” are 

best understood as 1) a public recognition of God’s call on a missionary’s 

life; i.e. formal commissioning for ministry, or 2) an authenticating sign, 

similar to speaking in tongues, which gave visible proof in the apostolic age 

that both the message and the messenger were from God; i.e. a confirming 

witness. C.f. https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-laying-on-of-hands   

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-laying-on-of-hands
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immediately sealed by the Holy Spirit at the very moment 
they believe the gospel.  
 

Other Scriptures teach this same truth: 
 

 
Romans 8 verse 9 clearly teaches that the Spirit of God 
dwells in every believer.  In fact, 
 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to Him.  
 
So whenever you hear the gospel with faith, and believe 
in Jesus for your salvation, you receive the Spirit’s seal.12   

 
12 Galatians 3:2 
13 Acts 17:30 
14 John 1:12, 14:6; Romans 3:22-26, 4:16 
15 Acts 16:31; John 3:16; Romans 3:28, 4:5, 5:1, 10:9-13; Galatians 2:16, 

 
Now pause for just a moment.  Because clearly faith is 
man’s response to God’s elective purpose in our 
salvation.  Believing the truth of God’s gospel is our 
responsibility right?  God commands all people 
everywhere to repent of their sins and believe on the 
Lord Jesus so that we may be saved.13 
  
There is no way anyone can be saved apart from faith in 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.14 You must believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ to be saved.15 
 
So then, right here in Ephesians 1 we find both God’s 
sovereignty and man’s responsibility mysteriously 
coexisting without contradiction.  In election, God 
chooses and predestines people to be saved before the 
foundation of the world – not according to man’s will, but 
all according to the purpose of His own will.16  In faith, 
people responsibly choose to trust Jesus for salvation.  
Both God’s choice and man’s choice unite in perfect 
harmony whenever a person is saved.17 

3:24; Ephesians 2:8; Philippians 3:9 
16 John 1:13; Ephesians 1:5, 9, 11 
17 C.f. John 6:37; This tension is most helpfully relieved once one accepts 

the biblical testimony that faith itself is an unmerited grace gift of God to 
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Now admittedly there’s logical tension between God’s 
sovereignty and man’s responsibility in our salvation.  
Our recent sermons18 have tried to shed some light on 
these questions.  But finite brains are incapable of fully 
reconciling all the mysteries of the compatibility between 
God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility in salvation. 
We must believe both to be true…just as they are 
revealed in the Scriptures. 
 
So then, in verse 11, God the Son gives a certain 
inheritance…one that is predestined according to the 
purpose of Him who works all things according to the 
counsel of His will. And then in verses 12 and 13, we 
see that this inheritance is received only by those who 
hope in Christ, who hear the gospel and believe in Jesus. 
 
And here’s the spiritual blessing we celebrate today:  
God the Spirit seals us the very moment we believe in 
Jesus for salvation!  
 
The end of verse 13 says when we believed in Christ, we 
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. 
 
Now, let’s discuss the benefits of being sealed. Because 
God the Spirit seals us, 

 
the sinner that results in their salvation. (John 6:29, 44, 65; Philippians 1:29; 

Ephesians 2:8)  

 
For our assurance. 
 
The sealing that Paul speaks of here refers to an official 
mark of identification that might have been placed on an 
important document.  A seal at the time of Paul’s writing 
was usually made out of hot wax which was then placed 
on a document and impressed with a signet ring.  The 
document was thereby identified with the person to whom 
the signet belonged.   
 
So the sealing of God’s Spirit brings 4 benefits to the 
believer for our assurance:  security, identity, certainty, 
and authority.  Let’s quickly walk through each one.  

18 https://myncbc.org/media/the-sinfulness-of-sin/ and 

https://myncbc.org/media/to-the-praise-of-his-glory-part-1-2/  

https://myncbc.org/media/the-sinfulness-of-sin/
https://myncbc.org/media/to-the-praise-of-his-glory-part-1-2/


Page 9a of 16 Page 9b of 16 

 
First the sealing of God’s Spirit gives us security since we 
are thereby protected by God’s own power.   
 
Do you remember what the chief priests did to Jesus’ 
tomb in Matthew chapter 27 after Pilate gave them 
permission to make the tomb as secure as they could?   
 
Matthew 27:66 says, they went and made the tomb 
secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.   
 
They put a seal of Rome on the tomb…declaring that the 
power of Rome itself had closed the tomb.  No one could 
dare break that seal unless they had more power than 
Rome.19   
 
So in an infinitely greater way, the Holy Spirit seals you 
Christian, as a witness that the power of God Himself has 
given us eternal life. You will never perish now, and no 
one will ever snatch you out of God’s gracious grip.20  

 
19 C.f. Daniel 6:17 for another example of how a seal communicates the 

security of the signet owner’s power. 
20 John 10:28-29 

The sealing of God’s Spirit means your soul is forever 
protected by God’s eternal and inexhaustible power. 
 
Second, the sealing of God’s Spirit gives us, 
 

 
Identity since we are thereby marked as God’s own 
possession. 
 
Seals often communicated ownership.  In Jeremiah 
32:10 the prophet signs and seals a real estate deed, 
thereby establishing himself as the new legal owner of 
the property.   
 
In verse 5 of our passage, God predestined us for 
adoption as sons, freeing us from the devil’s influence21 
and taking us as a people for His own possession.22 
 
So think of the Spirit’s seal as declaring the legal 
transaction of our adoption as divinely official and final. 
When you believe on the Lord Jesus for your salvation, 

21 John 8:44 
22 1 Peter 2:9-10 
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the Holy Spirit seals you – marking you as God’s own 
special possession that no longer belongs to anyone 
else. Isn’t this marvelous? 
 
But third, this sealing also gives us, 
 

 
Certainty that we are guaranteed beneficiaries of God’s 
own promises.  Verse 14 clearly says that the Holy Spirit 
guarantees the eternal possession of our inheritance. 
 
In other words, once the Holy Spirit seals you, you are 
preserved and kept guarded by Him until you realize the 
fullness of God’s salvation at the final revelation of 
Jesus.23   The seal of God’s Spirit on us is what gives us 
certainty that our inheritance is imperishable, undefiled, 
unfading, and kept in heaven for us.24 
 

 
23 1 Peter 1:5-9 

 
Ephesians 4:30 highlights this same point, teaching that 
we were, 
 
Sealed [by the Holy Spirit] for the day of redemption. 
 
In other words, the Holy Spirit’s seal is future oriented. 
It’s preserving in nature.  So all who believe on Jesus are 
immediately sealed by the Holy Spirit – protected by His 
power, marked as His possession, and given certainty 
that their eternal inheritance is absolute and eternally 
guaranteed.  
 
Finally, the sealing of God’s Spirit communicates that we 
possess the very, 
  

24 1 Peter 1:4 
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Authority of God Himself. We are commissioned by 
God’s own authority through the seal of His Spirit. Just as 
in ancient times the decree of a king was represented by 
a king’s seal,25 so likewise and in an infinitely greater 
way, the decree of our God is communicated by His seal 
of authority on our lives.  So when Christians are sealed 
by the Holy Spirit, they are therefore authorized as His 
kingdom agents to make disciples and proclaim His 
Gospel with the authority of God Himself.26 
 
So just pause now for a moment loved ones, and let this 
spiritual blessing sink in.   
 
Nowhere in Scripture are we commanded to pray for, or 
seek the Spirit’s sealing. This spiritual blessing of 
assurance is given to every Christian – the very moment 
they hear the gospel with saving faith.27  
 
So when you begin to doubt, renew your heart with the 
assurance that God has sealed you with His Spirit.  The 

 
25 Esther 8:8-12; 1 Kings 21:8 
26 Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; c.f. John 15:26; 1 John 2:20, 27 
27 Romans 10:17 

same Spirit who was promised to Israel in the prophets,28 
and then promised to the church by Jesus Himself.29 
 
If you have trusted in Christ for deliverance from sin, 
God’s Spirit protects you by God’s power, marks you as 
God’s possession, guarantees your future by God’s 
promises, and authorizes you with God’s authority.  
These are the benefits of being sealed by God’s Spirit.  
And what assurance this brings a doubting soul! 
 
Now… we’ve learned the time and benefits of the Spirit’s 
sealing, but now, let’s look at verse 14 to discover what it 
actually means to be sealed by God’s Spirit. 
 

 
Verse 14 teaches us that God the Spirit seals us Himself 
as a down-payment of our eternal inheritance. The 
sealing of God’s Spirit is actually an advance deposit, or 
foretaste, of all that God has promised to His redeemed. 
 
Let’s read verse 14 again, 

28 Ezekiel 36:26-27, 37:14, 39:29; etc. 
29 Luke 24:49; John 14:16-17, 15:26; Acts 2:33, 10:47; Galatians 3:14 
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…the promised Holy Spirit who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise 
of His glory. 
 
This is so precious.  Lord, please help me communicate 
this truth with the conviction and clarity it deserves! 
 
Do you see that word “guarantee” in the text?  The King 
James translates this word as “the earnest,” and the NIV 
translates this word as “a deposit.”  In other words, this 
word refers to the first installment of the larger 
inheritance still to come.   
 
In classical Greek, this word eventually meant 
“engagement ring.” 
 
So don’t miss this, the Holy Spirit doesn’t just give us an 
advance foretaste of our inheritance… the Holy Spirit 
Himself is the One who is the engagement ring for our 
eternal marriage to Jesus.   
 

 
2 Corinthians 1:21 and 22 say,  
 

And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and 
has anointed us, and who has also put his seal on us and 
given us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 
 
Notice… The Holy Spirit is the Christian’s down-payment 
which assures us that God is going to make good on all 
the fullness of our eternal inheritance in Christ! 
 

 
2 Corinthians 5:5 repeats this same truth, 
 
He who has prepared us for [eternal life] is God, who has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee, [or earnest deposit.] 
 
Paul teaches this same truth in Romans chapter 8 when 
he says, 
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We ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons… 30 
 
The idea of firstfruits is similar to a down payment. The 
firstfruits were the first crops harvested, which 
foreshadowed the full harvest still to be brought in.  And 
for the Jewish people, this is what the Feast of Weeks, 
otherwise known as Pentecost,31 celebrated.  At 
Pentecost each year the Jews would bring the firstfruits 
of the wheat harvest as offerings… in an expression of 
faith that God would abundantly provide the full wheat 
harvest they needed to survive.32 
 
So isn’t it interesting church, that exactly on 
Pentecost…when the Jews were celebrating the firstfruits 
of their wheat harvest… God sent His Spirit to seal all 
who believe in Jesus.33  For God’s Spirit is the firstfruits, 
or the down payment of our promised inheritance to live 
forever with Him in glory. 
 

 
30 Romans 8:23 
31 Exactly 50 days after Passover according to Leviticus 23:15-16 & 

Deuteronomy 16:9-10 
32 Leviticus 23; Numbers 28:26; Exodus 23:16; c.f. 

 
So rejoice in this wonderful assurance dear Christian.  
God the Father chose you in eternity past to adopt you 
into His family.  God the Son purchased you from your 
sin, and is working all of history together so that you 
would be united in Christ forever as His beloved Bride.  
 
Our inheritance is the glory of dwelling forever in oneness 
with God Himself!!  Yet while we are still separated from 
the glory of Jesus’ presence…the Spirit of Christ Himself 
seals us… like an engagement ring… giving us a small 
understanding of the blessed intimacy that we will enjoy 
forever someday in fullness when we are forever united 
to Christ as His eternal bride!34 
 
O what a spiritual blessing it is for us to be sealed by 
God’s Spirit!  What assurance this brings to our souls. 
And of course, ultimately the sealing of God’s Spirit 
results in God’s glory. 
 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Feast-of-Weeks.html  
33 Acts 2:1-4, 17 
34 Ephesians 5:25-26; Revelation 19:6-8 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Feast-of-Weeks.html
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God the Spirit seals us to ultimately bring greater praise 
to God. 
 
When we finally acquire possession of our undeserved 
and glorious inheritance with God forever, God Himself 
will be the One who is praised and celebrated above all. 
 
After all, the primary purpose of our salvation was never 
just to save us.  God loved us, and chose us, and 
redeemed us, gave us Christ Himself as our inheritance, 
and sealed us with the markings of His security, identity, 
certainty, and authority all …for the praise of His glory!   
 
Our entire salvation is God-centered from beginning to 
end.  Everything we possess spiritually comes from God 
and returns to God … because He does not belong to us, 
but we now belong to Him.35   
 
O church -  
 

 
35 Romans 11:33-36 
36 Romans 8:9; Philippians 1:19 
37 Romans 8:2, 10-11, 13; 2 Corinthians 3:6 

 
Praise God for all our spiritual blessings in Christ. 
 
By God’s Spirit, we are only now beginning to taste the 
glories of our eternal salvation with Christ.  We have now 
received the very Spirit of Christ,36 the Spirit of life,37 the 
Spirit of adoption,38 and the Spirit of Glory.39  
 
Therefore, we can abound in eternal hope even while 
walking in the shoe leather of sin and suffering.40  
 

 

38 Romans 8:15 
39 1 Peter 4:14 
40 Romans 15:13 
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So church, as we conclude this most glorious sentence in 
all of the Scriptures, let’s rejoice in the assurance of our 
salvation! 
 

Have you trusted in the death and resurrection of Jesus 
for the salvation of your sin?  
 

If you don’t yet believe in or love Jesus,41 then you have 
no biblical assurance.  You must believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ to be saved. 
 

But if you have believed the gospel of salvation and 
trusted in Christ, then even while you await the fullness of 
your redemption,42 you can be assured that you belong to 
God and your salvation is certain.  You will never again 
be a victim on this earth—for God has made us victors in 
Christ! 
 

You have now been branded with the promised Holy 
Spirit.  You have been sealed with an irrevocable and 
eternal security, identity, certainty, and authority.  You 
have now been given God’s Spirit to dwell within you – as 
a Divine witness to the future fullness of the communion 
with God which you will realize in glory.43 
 

So dear believer in Jesus, the sealing of God’s Spirit 
makes it possible for you to have a humble and joyful 
confidence of your eternal life with Christ.44 
 

Neither your feelings nor your performance is the basis of 
your eternal security with God.  Your eternal security 
rests ultimately in the work of God the Father, God the 

 
41 1 Peter 1:8 
42 Romans 8:23; 1 John 3:2 

Son, and God the Spirit.  And understanding that renews 
our faith, revives our hope, fuels our holiness, and gives 
us assurance whenever we wrestle against doubts.  
 

 
May God help us all to praise God for every spiritual 
blessing that He has poured out upon us in Christ, even 
when we never earned or deserved any of it. 
 

Let’s pray. 
 

<<Blessed Assurance>> 
 

 
Let’s pray aloud our benediction from Ephesians 3:20-21: 
 

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

43 Romans 8:15-16 
44 2 Timothy 1:12; 2 Peter 1:10; 1 John 5:13 
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Please show this slide immediately after the conclusion of the 
Benediction in both 1st and 2nd services for 2 minutes. 
 

Recommended Resources on Ephesians 1:13-14: 
 

• John 6:27 

• Romans 8:9, 12-17, 23; 10:9-17 

• 2 Corinthians 1:21-22; 5:5 

• Galatians 3:13-14; 4:6-7 

• Ephesians 4:30 

• 1 Peter 1:3-9  

• 1 John 5:13 
 
• “How Do You Know You’re Truly Saved” Q/A at 

https://myncbc.org/about/beliefs-values-mission/  
• https://www.gotquestions.org/Holy-Spirit-seal.html 
• https://www.gotquestions.org/seal-of-God.html    

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHivtfyUmMc  

• http://library.mibckerala.org/lms_frame/eBook/THE%20SEAL%20
OF%20THE%20HOLY%20SPIRIT.pdf  

 

• He Who Gives Life, Cole 

• The Holy Spirit, Ferguson  
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions 
 
1. Read Ephesians 1:13-14 and Romans 8:23. Explain 

how the Holy Spirit is the believer’s “down payment” 

or “first-fruits” of our salvation. 

  
2. In John 6:27, God the Father is said to have publicly 

identified Jesus as His own (“on Him God the Father 

has set His seal.”).  How does this cause you to think 

about the reality that God has set His seal now upon 

you, through His Spirit? 

 
3. Read Romans 8:12 and the surrounding verses. Who 

are believers indebted to now?  What does it mean to 

live “mortgaged” to the Spirit of God?  

 
4. Read 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 and 5:5.  What is the 

Spirit of Glory preparing you for? (c.f. Ephesians 4:30) 

 
5. Review Ephesians 1:3-14.  What aspect of your 

salvation causes you to praise God the most?  

Discuss together how this passage describes our 

salvation from such a God-centered perspective. 

Where do you see both the sovereignty of God and 

the responsibility of people in this passage? 

https://myncbc.org/about/beliefs-values-mission/
https://www.gotquestions.org/Holy-Spirit-seal.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/seal-of-God.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHivtfyUmMc
http://library.mibckerala.org/lms_frame/eBook/THE%20SEAL%20OF%20THE%20HOLY%20SPIRIT.pdf
http://library.mibckerala.org/lms_frame/eBook/THE%20SEAL%20OF%20THE%20HOLY%20SPIRIT.pdf

