
Matthew 18:12-20



Please raise your hand and our ushers will bring a Bible to you.

Need a Bible today?

This is our gift for you 
to take home!

Or you may return it to the table in the back after 
the service.



Matthew 18:12-20



Membership Commitments

I will readily embrace God’s plan for 
spiritual restoration when sin becomes 
evident in my life. 



main point

The local church is strengthened when its 
members are committed to restoring one 

another when sin becomes evident.



What is God’s Plan for Spiritual 
Restoration? …

o The corrective ministry of God’s Word



2 Timothy 3:16-17

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good 

work.



What is God’s Plan for Spiritual 
Restoration? …

o The corrective ministry of God’s Word

o Takes place within the community of 
God’s people



Galatians 6:1-2

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep 

watch on yourself, lest you too be 
tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, 

and so fulfill the law of Christ.



What is God’s Plan for Spiritual 
Restoration? …

o The corrective ministry of God’s Word

o Takes place within the community of 
God’s people

o Carried out in the gentleness of God’s 
Spirit



Why Should I Readily Embrace 
This Plan? …

o Because of the deception of sin



Hebrews 3:13
13 But exhort one another every day, as long 
as it is called “today,” that none of you may 

be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.



Why Should I Readily Embrace 
This Plan? …

o Because of the deception of sin

o Because of the love for truth



Why Should I Readily Embrace 
This Plan? …

o Because of the deception of sin

o Because of the love for truth

o Because of the glory of God



How Do I Prepare to Receive & 
Provide Correction?…

o Pray for a heart of humility



How Do I Prepare to Receive & 
Provide Correction?…

o Pray for a heart of humility

o Seek out deeper community



How Do I Prepare to Receive & 
Provide Correction?…

o Pray for a heart of humility

o Seek out deeper community

o Embrace the posture of vulnerability





benediction
May the God of endurance and 

encouragement grant us to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord 

with Christ Jesus, that together we may 
with one voice glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Romans 15:5-6



—  Today’s Sermon ——————————----------------------------------------------------3-17-24 — 

 
“Committed to Spiritual Restoration” 

Matthew 18:12-20 - Pastor Scott Gnuse 
 
Main Point:  The local church is strengthened when its members are committed to restoring   
                      one another when sin becomes evident.  
 
What is God’s plan for spiritual restoration?  

 

o It is the corrective ______________ of God’s Word 

 
 
 
 

o It takes place within the _______________ of God’s people 

 
 
 
 

o It is carried out in the _________________ of God’s Spirit 

 
 
 
 
 
Why should I readily embrace this plan?  

 

o Because of the _______________ of sin 

 
 
 
 

o Because of the _________ for truth 

 
 
 
 

o Because of the ___________ of God 

 
 

  



For Further Study: 

• Proverbs 3:11-12 
• Matthew 18:12-20 
• 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 13:6 
• Galatians 6:1-2 
• 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
• Hebrews 3:13; 12:3-11 
• James 5:19-20 
• 1 John 1:5-2:2 
 
• Rediscover Church by Collin Hansen and Jonathan Leeman  
• The Master’s Plan for the Church by John MacArthur 
• Church Discipline by Jonathan Leeman  
• Side by Side by Edward T. Welch 
 
 
Reflection Questions: 

1. Many people object to the idea or practice of spiritual restoration (often called church 
discipline). Why do you think this is? How did today’s sermon help you answer some of 
those concerns or objections?   
 

2.  What is the relationship between God’s truth and God’s love? How do they work together 
for the spiritual good of God’s people?  
 

3. Have you ever been confronted about your sin in a way that was edifying and fruitful? What 
made it helpful? * 

 
4. Read Galatians 6:1-2. How can you practically cultivate a heart that is ready to both 

receive correction and provide correction when sin becomes evident?  

5. What have you enjoyed about this series on the relational commitments of local church 
membership? What have you found most helpful? What ‘next step’ might you want to take? 
Perhaps it is formally committing to membership here at New Castle? Perhaps it is 
reaffirming your commitment to this local membership (documents are available for signing 
at the entry tables)?  

 
*Question came from chapter 15 of Ed Welch’s book, Side by Side. 


