


Oh magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt His name together!  Psalm 34:3

 

Welcome to Women’s Bible Study at New Castle Bible Church! 

We’re both thrilled and thankful for your commitment to study the second half of Acts together. Our team 
has been eagerly anticipating the start of this year’s study. It’s our desire to train women to love God 
deeply by using our minds to think deeply about Him. It’s been said that the heart cannot love what 
the mind does not know. It’s through faithful study of God’s word that our hearts and minds will be 
transformed more into the image of our Savior. It’s our hope that through this faithful study the Lord 
will complete His good work in us so that we may live lives worthy of the Gospel of Christ, being 
examples of Christ’s love in a fallen world.

What the world needs now more than ever from us is that we be Bible literate women, confident of 
the truth and confident of our Savior so we can be women ready to take a stand for Jesus. In a time 
of increased uncertainty, the world needs women who stand for truth, not giving in to the desires of this 
world. Let’s come together to learn from one another, so that we may live lives UNHINDERED for the 
Gospel. Let’s experience the transforming work of Jesus as we journey through the remaining chapters 
of Acts.

No matter what season in life you find yourself in, Acts has something for you. We are confident God will 
use this book and His very words to shape you, mold you, and grow you more into His image. What a 
gracious, gracious God we serve!

Thank you for choosing to invest your time in the study of Acts. May God be glorified through our faithful 
study.

Because of Christ,
Jane Hoffmire, Karen Hutchison, Carrie Knott, Joy Koch, and Carmen Rassi



Additional Study Tools 

In addition to your study method of observe, interpret, and apply, the following tools may help enrich your study of God’s 
Word.  The tools below were provided by Pastor Scott Gnuse.

For the Observe Section, consider the following:

Observations to make:

Words and/or phrases

Comparison – like, just as, so, also

Contrast – but, however, nevertheless, much more

Cause/Effect – therefore, because, for, since, then

Purpose – so that, in order that

Language/Genre

Repeated words and/or phrases

Imperatives (commands) that are given

Genre: Narrative? Letter? Poem? Prophecy? Figure of Speech? Illustration or Parable?

Context

Literary – what precedes this passage? Follows it?

Historical – what point in history is this happening?

Geographical – where is this taking place?

Questions to ask:

Who? Who are the people in this passage? What is said about them? Who are the pronouns referring to?

What? What is taking place in this passage? What is the point or key ideas? What is being commanded?

When? When is this taking place? What time is it (day, history, etc.)?

Where? Where is this taking place? What places are being mentioned? What do you learn about this place?

Why? Why did this take place? Why did he/she say this? Why has God given us this information?

How? How did this happen? How did we get to this point?

For the Interpret section, consider the following:

 What do we learn about God? Reference the characteristics sheet for more options.

What specific sin do you need to avoid, confess, or repent of?  What action needs to be taken?

What truth stands out to you that you want to think about futher?

What did you find most helpful from this lesson?

How did this lesson impact the way you think?

Did you learn something you never knew before?  If so, what was it and how does it impact your life?

 



Teaching Team

Karen Hutchison

Jane Hoffmire

My name is Jane Hoffmire.  My husband and I began 
attending NCBC as newlyweds, 25 years ago!  During 
these 25 years, I’ve been blessed to learn from 
wonderful teaching, and the Lord has been gracious in 
giving me many opportunities to serve Him.  I love 
being a student of the Word and count it a privilege to 
be on the teaching team of the women’s Bible study.  
I’m eternally grateful to the Lord for my husband, 
Darin, and the three lovely daughters He’s blessed us 
with… Hayley (married to Alec and living/working in 
Normal), Jamie (married to Lance and living/working in 
Tempe, AZ), and Casey (a sophomore at Baylor 
University).  Besides my favored profession of wife and 
mom, I’m also a musician, teaching many young 
musicians in my home, as well as being manager and 
violinist in the River City String Quartet.

My name is Karen Hutchison. My husband Mark and 
I have been married for 33 years and we have 
attended NCBC since 2005. We have 2 grown sons, 
Jonathan, his wife Peyton, and a new grandson 
named Jonathan, living in California, and our son 
Joel, living and working in Springfield. I have been a 
general dentist for over 38 years and have been to 
Ecuador with the Medical/Dental team from NCBC 
several times to serve the people there. I have been 
a co-teacher of the Women’s Sunday School class 
at NCBC as well as a part of the teaching team for 
the Women’s Bible Study for several years. I find 
great joy in teaching from The Scriptures and seeing 
God at work as He transforms lives into the image of 
His Son Jesus Christ. In my “spare time” I enjoy 
reading and baking.

 



Teaching Team

Joy Koch

Carrie Knott

My name is Carrie Knott. I have been married to Sam for 
20 years and we have four kids Cecelia, Micah, Carson, 
& Kellen. Sam’s job has moved us 5 times over the past 
20 years making it so that each of our 4 children were 
born in a different state! We moved to a small farm 
outside of Mackinaw 7 years ago this fall. We have a 
small herd of beef cattle, and our daughter raises, 
breeds, and shows Boer goats. In addition to the cattle 
we have chickens for yummy farm fresh eggs and the 
yearly 4-H pigs for our boys to show. Amidst the 
ever-changing landscape of farm life, I also homeschool 
our four children. Our family has been attending New 
Castle for 6 years. With an often chaotic schedule, I have 
appreciated the setting aside of time to study God’s 
Word with other ladies. I have learned so much and have 
greatly enjoyed being a part of the Women’s Bible Study 
teaching team the past three years, and I am looking 
forward to studying the second part of Acts this year!

 

My name is Joy Koch.  I am a late-in-life 
bride, soon to celebrate our 10th anniversary 
with my husband Galen.  What a surprise and 
blessing he is!  We’ve been at NCBC for 
three years and are so thankful for the 
wonderful teaching and people.  
Professionally, I was a human resources 
director in public accounting, retiring in 2019.  
I’ve been in all 50 states (work taking me to 
many) but am grateful for a slower-paced life 
now with freedom to pursue passions of 
quilting and wool applique projects, 
opportunities to serve, and intimacy with my 
Lord.  I love how we study God’s Word and 
am eager to dig into Acts with all of you to 
hear God speak to us.



Teaching Team

Carmen Rassi

My name is Carmen Rassi.  I’ve been married to my 
husband, Mike, for 18 years and we have 4 energetic 
children ranging in the elementary—high school range.  
Our family has been attending NCBC for over a decade 
and we are thankful for the opportunity to do life with 
and serve this church family.  I’m thankful to have had 
the opportunity to stay at home with our kids before 
they all went off to school and now enjoy using my 
“school hours” in a variety of ways from volunteering at 
school and church to keeping our home and attending a 
wide variety of sporting events.  I work one day a week 
at my family’s construction and property management 
company doing secretarial and bookkeeping tasks.  I’m 
blessed to be a part of the Women’s Bible study 
ministry.  I love to teach the Word and look forward to 
watching God continue to change us all for His glory.

 



EXAMPLE #1 Jane Hoffmire
Acts 14:1-28

VS 1-7 - Paul and Barnabas went to the synagogue in Iconium and many 
Jews and Gentiles believed - Jews poisoned the Gentiles against P & B. But 
they remained and spoke boldly for the Lord, bearing witness of grace and 
performing signs and wonders - People of I were divided and a plot was 
devised by the Jews to stone them. P and B left for Lystra and Derbe and 
continued to preach the Good News.

VS 8-18 - There was a lame man from birth in Lystra - Paul saw that he had 
faith and made him well - when the people saw this they declared P to be 
Hermes and B to be Zeus - the priest wanted to offer sacrifices to them - P 
and B tore their garments, declaring they are mere men with Good News 
advising them to turn to the Living God from their worthless things - teaching 
that God allowed nations to walk in their own way, but did not leave them 
and He fills hearts with joy

VS 19-28 - Jews won over the crowds and they stoned Paul and dragged 
him out of the city thinking he was dead, but he rose up and went to Derbe 
with Barnabas.  They made many disciples by preaching and they returned 
to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, encouraging people in their faith and saying 
that through tribulation we will enter the kingdom of God - prayed and fasted 
and committed them to the Lord - elders appointed

Persecution abounds but Paul and Barnabas are undeterred and continue to 
boldly preach the Gospel.



The Lord sees our faith (9)
The Lord’s message can cause division (4)
The Lord gives what we need and protects us (5-7)
The Lord provides (17)
The Lord may choose to allow us to “walk in our own way” (18)
The Lord always accomplishes his plan (20)
God is the one who opens doors to faith (27)

The Lord sees our faith (9)
We’re so quick to give credit to people/things and not to the Lord (11)
We want what we want, when we want it (14-18)
How easily we’re persuaded (19)

Declare God’s goodness

Be a strengthener and encourager (22)
Don’t let circumstances be discouraging (21-22)

Don’t let obstacles come in the way of sharing the Gospel (6-7)



Don’t let my past hinder what the Lord can do with my life
Don’t be discouraged by outside circumstances

Declare God’s goodness ALL THE TIME - my joy shouldn’t come from my 
circumstances

Continue my pursuit to live a life productive and pleasing to the Lord



EXAMPLE #2 Carmen Rassi
Acts 14:1-28

Verses 1-7 Many in Iconium believed, but those who didn’t believe poisoned 
people against Paul and Barnabas.  P & B continued to boldly teach the 
gospel and the city was divided.  When they tried to stone P & B they left for 
Lystra.

Verses 8-15 - In Lystra, a lame man was listening to Paul speak.  Paul saw his 
faith and healed him.  The crowds thought P & B were gods and tried to 
sacrifice to them.  P & B would not allow this and urged them to turn from idols 
to the Living God.

Verses 16-18 - Even when God allowed the nations to walk in their own way, 
nature still pointed the Gentiles to God

Verses 19-20 - Jews from Antioch and Iconium came and persuaded the 
crowds to stone Paul.  They thought he was dead, but Paul got up and walked 
into the city. P & B left for Derbe the next day.

Verses 21-28 - After they preached the gospel in Derbe they revisited all the 
places they had been strengthening the believers and establishing elders to 
care for the church.  Then they returned to Antioch and told everyone all that 
God had done.

Paul and Barnabas finished their first missionary journey.  God provided the 
strength to carry out His plan.



He is Savior - He changes hearts
He is Sovereign - He calls believers
He is Protector - P & B would not die before God’s perfect timing
He’s Healer - lame man healed
He’s Almighty

God values faith
God values and is worthy of our worship

People are:

Jealous
Manipulative
Desire attention and praise
Made to worship
Capable of great sin
Easily swayed
Wishy washy - worship them or stone them

Paul and Barnabas valued God’s glory above all else

Turn to the living God (Command)
There will always be those who stir up strife (warning)

Tell others what God has done

Idol jumping
Seeking the worship and approval of others



Do I care more about what God wants or what people around me want?
Am I eagerly telling others about Jesus?
Does fear stop me or do I do it anyway?
Who am I propping up?

Paul and Barnabas eagerly share the Gospel - look what God did with two 
Spirit filled believers

Don’t follow after the unbelieving Jews  who were jealous, eager for the 
praise of people, proud, and unwilling to consider Jesus as their Savior

I need to continue in prayer - continue to bring to remembrance who 
God is

A fear of what people think often prevents me from freely sharing the 
Gospel

Do I really care more about God’s glory than all else?



EXAMPLE #3 Carrie Knott
Acts 14:1-28

Verses 1-4 P and B go to synagogue in Iconium with many Jews and Greeks 
believing, but others stirred up strife.  P & B stayed and preaching boldly and God 
allowed them to do signs and wonders.  The people of the city were divided.  

Verses 5-7 P and B hear of plot to stone them - they flee to Lystra and Derbe and 
continue to teach.

Verses 8-13 A crippled man from birth listens to Paul, Paul looks on him and sees his 
faith and tells him to stand - he does and walks - when the people see it they want to 
worship Paul.

Verses 14-18 When P and B realize this they are upset and plead with the crowd to 
stop - that they are just men sent with Good News and to turn away from gods to the 
true God who made all things and showed His mercy and goodness to other 
generations giving food and gladness - even this barely kept the people from 
worshipping them

Verses 19-23 Unbelieving Jews from Antioch and Iconium stir up the crowds.  They 
take Paul out and stone him.  They think he is dead but the believers gather around 
him and he gets up and goes into the city. P then goes with B to Derbe to preach the 
Gospel.  Many believe, P and B return to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch to encourage 
the believers there to continue on in their trials.  They appointed elders to govern 
churches after prayer and fasting, commiting the leaders to the Lord.

Verses 24-28 P and B continue teaching on a loop back to their sending church in 
Antioch where they gather the church to tell of God’s work thru their preaching and 
how the Gentiles have been saved.

Paul and Barnabas continue to boldly preach and encourage believers, even in 
the face of danger.



Gracious
Loving
Amazing
All Powerful
Caring
Provider
Worthy of Praise

God values faith

P and B value the spread of the Gospel and the ministry God gave them 
above all else
P and B value discipleship and encouraging growth
P and B value the church
P and B valued God’s glory
The Jews valued power and their own beliefs
People are always looking for something else to worship

There will be many trials on the road to Heaven, the road 
isn’t easy, but it is worth it

Idol jumping
Taking God’s glory



Do I ever seek to steal God’s glory?
Do I look for the easy way out in my faith/witness instead of remembering it is often 
through the tribulations and suffering that my faith grows and the Gospel is spread

Paul and Barnabas boldly share the Gospel even with threats and stonings 
even returning to the places where they were mistreated - all so the Gospel 
was spread

Do I truly value my call to share the Gospel?



EXAMPLE #4 Joy Koch
Acts 14:1-28

What are the facts of this passage?
v. 1-7 Paul & Barnabas proclaimed the gospel in Iconium to Jews & Gentiles, including 
miracles.  When experiencing opposition including stoning plans, they fled to Lystra & 
Derbe.

v. 8-10 When a man at Lystra crippled from birth listened to Paul, Paul recognized his 
faith, telling him to stand up…which he did and began walking!

v. 11-18 The crowd called P & B gods; they declared their humanity, focusing instead 
on the good news of God’s kindness.

v. 19-23 Jews from Antioch & Iconium incited crowd to stone Paul, leaving him for 
dead…but he got up and went on to continue preaching the gospel.  They went back 
to former churches to strengthen and encourage believers.

v. 24-28 They continued retracing steps, returning to Antioch to report completion of 
their missionary trip and all that God had done.

Paul & Barnabas fearlessly proclaimed gospel in various cities, Paul was stoned/left for 
dead but ok, and they revisited churches, returning to Antioch.







● God empowers us for His work (v. 3)
● God is our deliverer (v. 5-6, 19-20)
● God is compassionate in healing (v. 8)
● God is a provider (v. 17)
● God is worthy (v. 27)

● People can be perceptive and confident in God (v. 9-10)
● People are often fickle/easily led astray (v. 19)
● In being Spirit-led, people can allow hardship/persecution to fuel obedience (v. 22)

● Be observant of others’ response to gospel and speak out (v. 9-10)
● Give glory to God (v. 14-17)
● Shake off hardship; be focused on goal (v. 19-20)
● Strengthen and encourage others in difficulty (v. 22)
● Remember and celebrate what God has done (v. 27)



● Reach out to strengthen/encourage others in difficulties
● Remember and celebrate what God has done
● Give glory to God!
● Allow hardship to fuel my obedience

● Paul – whole-hearted devotion; focused on the goal

● Take time to actively review/remember God’s goodness (first, journal regularly to 
see His hand at work)

● Count it all joy when facing difficulty


