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Christ Set Us Free 
Colossians 2:11-15 - NCBC, August 30, 2015 

 
Main Point:  Freedom is found in Christ alone. 

 

 Once dead, now alive! 

 Once guilty, now forgiven! 

 
Application:  Live as people who are free in Christ. 
 

 

(Ps 22:3 pp) Our God is Holy… He is enthroned upon 
the praises of His people. 
 
Opening Announcement:  Youth Parent Meeting with 
Elders & Youth Leaders – TONIGHT, 6:30pm  Parents of 
CrossRoads Jr. High; One Way Sr. High Ministry // 
Baptism Service today at 12 noon, immediately 
following second service 

 

 
 
I pray that it is well with your soul this morning. My sins… 
Not in part but the whole, is nailed to the cross, and I 
bear it no more, praise the Lord, praise the Lord O my 
soul! 
 
It is good to gather every week and remember the 
sacrifice that Christ has made for us.   
 
Today is a special day.  We are so excited to be able to 
watch 10 of our loved ones follow the Lord in Believer’s 
Baptism at noon today.  But I’m also very excited about 
next Sunday – because next Sunday – during Labor Day 
Weekend – our church family will be celebrating 
Communion together.  We will take a break from our 
Colossians study to focus our attention on the Lord’s 
Supper.  So this week I’d encourage you to purposefully 
review the 4 Gospel accounts of Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection.  Pray that God would deepen your love for 
Christ and your love for His church as you prepare to 
remember His sacrifice together with your church family 
next Sunday. 
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Let’s now continue our worship by reading from God’s 
Word.  Please open your Bible to Colossians chapter 2, 
where we are continuing our study on the sufficiency of 
Jesus Christ from this profound Scripture.  I’ll be reading 
verses 11-15, so please stand with me now in honor of 
God’s Word as I read our text for us from Colossians 
2:11-15, reading from the English Standard Version:     

Colossians 2:11-15  In him also you were circumcised 
with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off 
the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 
12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you 
were also raised with him through faith in the powerful 
working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And 
you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together 
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 
15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in him. 

This is the Gospel of our God.  You may be seated.   
 
Let’s Pray.   
 

I felt very small.  Inadequate.  Humbled.  I was surprised 
by how my emotions clearly recognized the presence of 
such powerful authority.  When the bailiff loudly declared, 
“All rise for the honorable judge” my palms started to 
sweat and I had to take a deep breath. 
 
My colleague and I were standing in a courtroom in Los 
Angeles County – summoned by a judge to represent our 
company in a lawsuit that had been filed against us.  I 
stood as the defendant, and the plaintiff was resolved in 
hostility towards me. 
 
There was absolutely no doubt who possessed the 
authority in the room.  As the judge began to ask me 
questions, I nervously stumbled over the words, “Yes, 
your honor.  No, your honor.”   
 
That morning I was confronted with the reality that the 
future of our company was entirely in the hands of a 
powerful judge.  The judge had the right to exercise 
power and judgment that directly affected my life.  And it 
was very clear that whatever the judge decided was 
going to happen. 
 
I’m thankful that I’ve not often been called to stand before 
a human judge.  But the truth is, all of us will stand before 
a powerful judge someday – and the sovereign authority 
and power of King Jesus is far greater than any human 
court.   
 
Have you thought about your upcoming appointment in 
the heavenly courtroom recently?   
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Such a thought brings a sobering silence to our souls 
doesn’t it?  But loved ones, the good news of God’s 
Gospel is that Christ has made us free. 
 
Our study of Colossians has brought us to chapter 2 this 
morning.  Through this entire chapter Paul argues 
powerfully for the sufficiency of Christ as compared to 
human ways of thinking about religion.  In Christ are 
found all the treasures of wisdom and spiritual 
knowledge.  The human trappings of legalistic philosophy 
have no value to add to true spirituality.  True Christians 
receive Jesus Christ as Lord by faith, and so they grow 
spiritually as they continue to walk in Christ Jesus the 
Lord by faith.  And here is found true freedom.  Freedom 
is found in Christ alone. 
 

 
 
This is the main point today.  Our freedom is found in 
Christ alone – not anywhere else. 
 

As Paul wrote to the Galatians, For freedom Christ has 
set us free; we can stand firm therefore, and not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery.1 
 
Let’s first consider how Christ has freed us from our sinful 
nature and its inevitable death.  For though we were  
Once dead, we’re now alive by the amazing grace of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 
Paul encourages the Gentile Christians – those who were 
outside of the Jewish traditions – that true spiritual life 
comes by two internal realities – spiritual circumcision 
and spiritual resurrection. 
   
Consider verse 11, 
 
In him [Christ] also you were circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body 
of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 
 

                                                 
1 Gal 5:1 
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True Christians are made alive by the spiritual 
circumcision of Christ.   
 

 
 
For the Jews, God’s law required every male to undergo 
a physical operation as a spiritual sign to show that God’s 
people were cut-off from sin.  Physical circumcision was 
given to picture the removal of sin from their lives.  This 
outward surgery on the flesh was supposed to represent 
a changed heart on the inside. 
 
Listen to Romans 2:28-29: 
 
28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor 
is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one 
inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the 
Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but 
from God. 
 
We must not become confused about how to achieve 
spiritual freedom.  True spiritual freedom originates on 
the inside, in the heart – and not on the outside.   
 

 
 
Take a look at this comparison of the outward physical 
circumcision of the law, and the circumcision of Christ 
that Paul is speaking about in Colossians 2:11.   
 
The kind of circumcision that we need is a kind that is 
done without hands – the kind that only God can do as 
He removes our old sinful nature.   
 
You see when the text speaks of putting off the body of 
the flesh, it refers to our sinful nature.  To be spiritually 
circumcised by God means that the power of my old sin 
nature is broken and stripped away from my heart, so 
that I don’t have to sin anymore! 
 
It’s like this – if you were born with a set of darkened 
sunglasses strapped to your head – and that’s how you 
grew up – never knowing any different – just knowing that 
the entire world was dark and grey.  And then one day 
someone stripped off your glasses, and for the first time 
your eyes were opened to what was really there in full 
living color!  What joy, what freedom!! 
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Well in many ways this is a good illustration of the 
spiritual circumcision of Christ that occurs “without 
hands” on our very internal nature.  
 
Our situation is very serious in our sin. Look at verse 13, 
 
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh…  
 
Every one of us were spiritually dead in our 
uncircumcised sinful nature.  In our sin nature that we 
inherited from our first father Adam – we all were in a 
state of permanent disobedience – unresponsive and 
unable to respond to spiritual truth.  Completely dead. 
 
When you are dead, you’re in a condition that you 
yourself can’t improve.  You are incapable of being or 
doing what God requires.  You are powerless and 
enslaved in the death-grip of sin. 
 
Loved ones – have you ever gone away for an extended 
vacation and returned home to find your prized potted 
plant shriveled, dryed up, and deader than a door-nail?  
Dead things don’t respond to love or to care and concern.  
It doesn’t matter how much you feed and water that plant 
– it will not live again – it’s completely dead. 
 
And that’s us without Christ.  Literally the walking dead.  
In our proud sophistication we think we are fully alive and 
capable of making our own choices for our lives, etc. And 
we are not a bad as we possibly could be… so we justify 
and rationalize our condition away.  But Ephesians 2:1-3 
is clear in its testimony against us -  

 
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins …and 
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.   
 
Apart from the saving work of Christ – we are dead.  
So… let me ask this morning:  Has your heart been 
spiritually circumcised by Christ?   
 
Note I didn’t ask you if you’ve ever decided to follow 
Jesus… or if you ever asked Jesus into your heart, or if 
you’ve ever prayed a prayer… none of these things make 
any difference in your spiritual life at all if God Himself 
doesn’t spiritually circumcise your heart and take away 
the power of your sin nature.   
 
It is true – Christ alone is able to set us free – and He 
mercifully works so that what once was dead, is now 
miraculously made to be alive.  First through the spiritual 
circumcision of our sin nature, and second by the spiritual 
resurrection of Christ. 
 

 
 
Note verse 12, 
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having been buried with him in baptism, in which you 
were also raised with him through faith in the powerful 
working of God, who raised him from the dead. 
 
Now there’s several things I want you to see in this 
verse… so please follow along in your Bibles. 
 
The last phrase, “who raised him from the dead” is 
speaking of God the Father raising Jesus Christ from the 
dead.  Remember – after Jesus was crucified on a cross 
for your sins and mine, he was buried and the tomb was 
sealed.  And his body began to rot in the Judean heat.  
Jesus – the God-man – was dead.  
 
But God – 3 days later – raised Jesus from the dead and 
he was seen by Peter, and then all the disciples, and 
then to more than 500 people all at the same time (1 Cor 
15:3-6)! 
 
So verse 12 is saying that by faith in the resurrection 
power of God --- we also are raised to new life. 
 
Though once dead, we are now made alive together with 
Christ!  Do you marvel at God’s amazing grace in your 
salvation?   
 
Now a quick word about baptism from verse 12 – what is 
Paul meaning here?  
 
Well if you follow his argument carefully, you’ll 
understand first that verse 12 is a completely dry verse.  
There’s no water in verse 12.  He’s not speaking of the 

physical immersion into water in verse 12 anymore than 
he’s speaking of the physical surgery of circumcision in 
verse 11. 
 

 
 
The baptism of verse 12 is the baptism through faith – it 
is the spiritual baptism that occurs by faith when a person 
is baptized into (or put into) Christ by God’s Spirit.   
 
In complete harmony to the preceding text, the argument 
continues here that all the believer’s filling and 
completion occurs through union with Christ.  Our 
salvation is complete as we are united with Christ and 
walk in him.  Verse 9 – in him, Verse 10 – in him, Verse 
11 – in him, Verse 12 – with him, and Verse 13 – with 
him.   
 
Our faith unites us with Christ and puts us in Him – so 
that I died through His death.  I was buried through His 
burial.  And I was raised to new life through His 
resurrection.   
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So in brief, our union with Christ gives us new life!  We 
are made alive together with Christ by faith as we are 
joined with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection…and 
freed from the sin nature and power of sin.  Once dead, 
now alive in Christ! 
 
But that’s not all.  For once we were guilty, but now 
forgiven. 

 
 
Look at the end of verse 13 and verse 14,  
 
…God made [us who were dead in sin] alive together 
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 
  
Here is a glorious truth of God’s salvation.  Not only does 
God completely restore us by giving us a new heart and 
a new nature in Christ – but part of the miracle of new life 
in Christ is that God actually forgives all – not just 
some – of our sins, by canceling or erasing the record 
of debt that our sins had incurred.   
 

This is quite stunning actually – that we who were once 
guilty, are now forgiven By the canceling of our debt.  
 

 
 
Let me illustrate this reality with a story.2 Picture yourself 
standing back in that LA County courtroom with me – but 
this time it wasn’t for a suit against your company.  It was 
because a whole group of witnesses had been 
assembled with charges against you. So you’re standing 
before the all-powerful judge now…and the Bailiff calls 
for witnesses.    
 
The door opens and your stunned to see hundreds of 
witnesses all lined up, ready to enter the courtroom at the 
appointed time to give their testimony against you.  The 
pack of witnesses is led by 10 very large men, and the 
judge calls the first to the witness stand.   
 
Please state your name for the court.  My name is “You 
shall have no other gods before me.”  
 

                                                 
2 Thanks to Dr. Ritch Boerckel for this idea. 
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Do you see anyone in this courtroom who has ever 
violated you?  Yes, your honor.  That one.  And his finger 
points at you.   
 
Your guilt and shame washes over you like a powerful 
tsunami wave as you listen to hours of honest testimony 
of how you have violated this one.  Every time you loved 
money more than God.  Every time you were a people-
pleaser.  Finally this strong man’s testimony is 
concluded, and another witness is called.   
 
Please state your name for the court.  My name is 
“Honor your father and mother.”  Do you see anyone in 
this courtroom who has ever violated you?  Yes your 
honor.  The defendant right there.  And he begins to tell 
of every time you disobeyed your parents, lied to them, 
made fun of them with your friends.  And for what would 
seem to be an eternity – one witness after another would 
come forth and testify of your guilt before the all-powerful 
judge.   
 
Loved ones – this is the reality of our guilty state before 
God.  There is a legal record of debt that stands against 
us in God’s holy court that honestly testifies of every way 
that we have broken God’s laws – starting with His 10 
commandments, and then on to all 613 of His holy laws 
as recorded in the OT.   
 
God is so infinitely holy that the depth of our sin against 
him is immeasurable.  Like a mosquito trying to fly 
through Niagara falls, we are doomed and without hope. 
Every one of us is in desperate need of rescue. 
 

Now can you image this courtroom scene instead? You 
have been summoned, and the Judge asks for the 
witnesses to be called in to give their testimony against 
you.  And as the Bailiff opens the door, you notice the 
hallway is completely empty.  Where are all the 
witnesses the judge asks? 
 
Your honor, they have all left.  Every single witness has 
canceled their charge against the defendant.  They are 
all satisfied, and there are no longer any witnesses 
present to testify against our defendant.   
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ – rejoice that Christ 
has set us free! Once we were guilty, but now we are 
forgiven!  Christ Himself erased and eliminated all our 
sins by obliterating all the evidence against us.  The debt 
has been paid in full.  Jesus paid it all!  Jesus fulfilled all 
the demands of the law for you by substituting Himself in 
your place – dying your death, getting buried in your 
grave, and then rising from the dead as evidence that the 
full penalty had been paid and erased.  No more guilt.  
No more condemnation. No more accusation.  No more 
shame. 
 
Christ set aside, or removed completely, the legal 
demands of God’s righteous wrath against our sins, 
how?… by nailing it to the cross.   
 
This is why the redeemed boast in the cross.  For it was 
at the cross that our debt was paid, and the precious 
blood of Christ covered all our sins.   
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But notice in verse 15 what the cross means for the 
unseen spirit world as well, 
 
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in him. 
   
Not only did Christ’s death on the cross pay our debt to 
God – but His death also meant the triumph over all 
rebellious spirits and powers.  Evil no longer has any 
power over believers because Christ has disarmed it.  He 
literally stripped all demonic holds from their authority 
and dignity.  Evil forces are no longer able to enslave 
anyone who is united with Christ’s death by faith.  We are 
free By the triumph of Christ! 
 
So how should we now live in light of this towering grace 
and lavish love?  
 
Church – if we are united with Christ by faith, then we 
should Live as people who are free in Christ. 

 
 
The power of sin has been broken in our lives.  We are 
now free to Live as a slave of God, not a slave of sin. 

 

 
 
By faith we surrender to the yoke of Christ, not to any 
other master.  If you are a Christ-follower who is caught 
in sin this morning – can I gently and tenderly remind you 
that,  
 
“You are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, 
which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness?”3 You will serve something or someone.  
True freedom is not the power to do whatever you 
want to do; true freedom is the power to do what you 
know you ought to do.   
 
So today is a day of grace and repentance.  For some of 
you – you have been confronted this morning with the 
thought of a never-ending line of righteous witnesses all 
proclaiming your guilt before a high and holy God.  For 
you there is hope only in repentance and faith.  Christ is 
all that you need – unite yourself with His death, burial, 

                                                 
3 Rom 6:16 
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and resurrection – ask God to give you a new heart – and 
you can be set free from sin and its power even today!   
 
Will you turn from your sins this morning and believe in 
Jesus Christ?  He hung on the cross in your place – He 
rose from the dead in your place. Christ has paid it all to 
set you free – come today and receive new life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord! 
 
For others today who have been set free from sin’s 
power, but are choosing to submit themselves to sin’s 
reign again… you have forgotten that all of us are always 
slaves.  It’s just a matter of what we choose as our 
master.  Are you letting sin reign again in you? 
 
The sin in your life can never deliver on its fickle 
promises of peace, joy, and lasting comfort.  There is no 
better time than right now to confess your sin to God, and 
ask Him to do a cleansing work in your life.  Nothing 
changes, if nothing changes.  Good intentions or regret 
are powerless to save you.  Repent today and find the joy 
that you’ve been given in newness of life.    
 
Because Christ has mercifully set us free, we can now 
Live as a son/daughter of God, not a debtor to God.   
 
Christian - joyfully live as a child of God, not a debtor to 
God.  The debt has been paid in full.  It was cancelled at 
the cross, and Jesus now lives evermore to prove that 
His payment was sufficient for us.  So live as an adopted 
son and daughter of God Himself.  By faith we can 
joyfully rely on what God does for us, not what we do for 

God.  In Christ, you are fully accepted, welcomed, 
forgiven, loved, and set free.   
 
Freedom is found in Christ alone.  
 

 
 
Not in religious systems.  Not in culture.  Not in personal 
achievements, penance, or legalistic rituals.   
 
Who could have ever thought that the Holy and all-
powerful Judge Himself – would meet us at the pit of our 
hopelessness, and not only rescue us from our guilt and 
shame, but also give us a brand new heart and make us 
alive together with Christ forever and ever? 
 
As I stood in that LA courtroom years ago… I was 
humbled.  And I was awed.  That our God and Lord of all 
– would so lavishly rescue us and provide all that we 
need.   Church – I don’t know how else to say this…but 
Christ is more than Enough for us.  He’s set us free. 
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Well next week is Labor Day Weekend!  So prepare your 

heart, and come prayed up and ready to celebrate 

communion together with God’s family, as we gather to 

remember Christ’s sacrifice.  It’s going to be a very good 

time of worship for our hearts.  We have much to 

celebrate! 

 

Dismiss people getting baptized and their special 

guest. 

 

If you have children in Children’s church – please 

retrieve them asap so that everyone can get to the 

baptism service in a timely manner.  

 

Let’s pray. 
 
Closing prayer. 
 
Nothing but the Blood – Closing Song 
 

Jude 24-25 Now to him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence 
of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, 
and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.  
 


