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Grace-Powered Growing 
Titus 2:11-15 - NCBC, March 6, 2016 

 
Main Point:  God’s grace empowers practical growth 
in godliness 

 

 Past:  God’s grace saves (v.11, 14a) 

 Present:  God’s grace sanctifies (v. 12, 14b) 

o Training us to “put off” ungodliness 

o Training us to “put on” godliness 

 Future:  God’s grace sees the coming glory (v.13) 

 God’s grace is sound and must be taught (v.15) 

 
Application:  Remember Christ’s work as you wait for 
His glory to appear 

 
 

 

Opening Announcements: (Chad)   
 
Deer Fry – Sat 3/12th - Encourage attendance 
 
Congrats to Kris & Amanda Mettelmann on the birth of 
Rose Kathleen Mettelmann on March 1st! 
 
Prayers for Byron & Pat Zehr on the passing of their 
granddaughter Cassie Allen last week 

<<Grace Greater than our Sin>> 
 

 
 
Amen, and welcome back to Tom.  So thankful to have 
you back on the team brother!   
 
We are so thankful that where sin has abounded in our 
lives, God’s grace ever more abounds – to purify and 
cleanse us and make us a new creation in Christ! 
 
[2nd service – dismiss 3yr – K children for children’s 
church] 
 
I now invite you to prepare for our reading of God’s Word 
from Titus 2:11-15.  If you do not have a Bible with you 
today, our ushers are coming now to give you a Bible.  
Please catch their attention as they pass by and it would 
be our joy to give you a Bible.  You are welcome to take 
this Bible home as our gift to you, or just simply return it 
after our service by placing it on the table in the back of 
the room.   
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Last week our study of chapter 2 focused on the 
necessity for Christians of all ages and positions in life to 
be growing in practical righteousness for the sake of the 
Gospel’s credibility in the community.  So now today we 
find the power behind such obedience.  It’s all about 
grace – God’s grace.  You will find our text this morning 
on page 998 of the Bibles we’ve handed out. 
 
Please stand in honor God’s Word, as I read Titus 2:11-
15 from the English Standard translation: 
 
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 
for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 
godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed 
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem 
us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works.  
15 Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all 
authority. Let no one disregard you.  
 
This is the word of our Lord.  You may be seated.  
 
Let’s Pray. 
 
Trying to become more godly in your own effort is like 
trying to drive your car without an engine.  Or trying to get 
past a lock without a key. 
 
Have you ever been locked out of somewhere you really 
wanted to be?   
 

Last Sunday after services I wanted to show one of our 
visiting pastoral candidates our Intersection Building.  I 
was very excited for them to see this amazing ministry 
tool that God has entrusted to us. 
 
So I sent them across the parking lot as I grabbed the 
keys from the church office.   
 
So when I arrived and discovered the building was 
already locked, it was no problem, right?  I had the keys!  
But every key I tried failed to go in the keyhole.  One 
slipped in, but didn’t turn.  We were locked out!! 
 
It didn’t depend how badly I wanted to get in – without the 
right key, there was no entering the building.  We joked 
together that it didn’t matter who we were… I was the Sr. 
Pastor – but no key meant no entry.   
 
No matter how hard I tried… I wasn’t able to get into the 
building.  We eventually had to leave for our lunch 
appointment, saving the tour for another time when 
someone else would have the right key! 
 
But you know what’s even more frustrating than getting 
locked out?  To find out later …that you had the right key 
all along…but for whatever reason were blind to its 
helpful presence. 
 
I found out on Monday that the key I needed was on the 
key ring the entire time.  I had the right key with me…but 
for whatever reason the harder I tried to get in, the more 
blind I became to solution to my problem.  And isn’t that 
often how we approach our spiritual growth? 
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We may know we have a problem with self-control, 
gossip, pornography, or anger.  And when we get honest 
with ourselves… we do want to change…but here’s the 
problem:  the more we try to unlock our present 
difficulties the more frustrated and bound we become.   
 
Loved ones please listen carefully this morning - trying to 
change your own life for the better in your own self-
determination is as foolish as trying to change the color 
of your own skin (Jer 13:23).  God’s grace is the only key 
that can unlock the door for lasting personal change.  
God’s grace is the engine that powers all forward 
progress in spiritual maturity.   
 
And that’s the main point of the Scriptures this morning, 
God’s grace empowers practical growth in godliness 
 

 
 

You see all the godly qualities of verses 1-10 in this 

chapter so far depend on the power of these last verses 

starting in verse 11 today. 

 

You can turn over a new leaf on your own effort – but 

that’s just dressing up your real problems in a different 

outfit.  There’s no lasting change that will please God in 

our lives apart from God’s amazing and transforming 

grace. 

 

One Bible scholar1 titled verses 11-15 of Titus 2 as “The 

Rootage for the Fruitage.”  I like that.  There will be no 

growth in the practical behaviors of verses 1-10 without 

first growing in the empowering grace of verses 11-14. 

 

So are you ready to be amazed by God’s grace this 

morning?  Is your soul ready to be refreshed by God’s 

unmerited favor towards you?  The churches on the 

island of Crete where Titus was ministering needed this 

good news this morning, and so do we. 

 

God’s grace is on the scene…and God’s grace truly 

brings about practical growth in godliness for all who 

humbly receive its joyful power. 

 

First then let’s consider the stunning reality that God’s 

grace saves (v.11, 14a) 

                                                 
1 Knofel Statan, Timothy-Philemon:  Unlocking the Scriptures for You, 

1988. 



Page 4a of 12 Page 4b of 12 
Close by 9:15 / 11:45 Start by 8:38/11:08 // half by 8:57 / 11:27 Close by 9:15 / 11:45 

 
 

After verse 10 concluded with a call for every part of our 

lives to adorn the doctrine of God our Savior… Verse 11 

starts to explain how such living is even possible. 

 

Verse 11-14 is all one long sentence in the original Greek 

language…and God’s grace is the subject.   

 

Verse 11 reads, 

 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for 

all people,  

 

Like the large Calvary rushing over the hill to save some 

trapped settlers… God’s grace has appeared now 

through the person and work of Jesus Christ.  

 

And what is God’s grace?  It’s divine help.  Free 

kindness and love.  Undeserved and unforced… Grace 

is a one-word summary of God’s saving act in Christ 

which is given freely to sinners who believe.   

 

So then it just makes sense that the first thing God’s 

grace does when it shows up in our lives is to bring 

salvation.  God’s grace saves. 

 

 
 

Salvation means deliverance and rescue.  Wherever 

God’s grace is present… there is freedom and safety.  

Salvation breaks the power of sin.  Grace frees us from 

enslavement to our natural, selfish desires.   

 

Verse 11 doesn’t teach that all people are saved…but 

rather that God’s grace makes His salvation available to 

every kind of person – whether slaves or 

masters…young or old.  Everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord will be saved!2 

                                                 
2 Rom 10:13 
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Then verse 14 helps explain how God’s grace makes our 

rescue possible… it’s all through Jesus’ sacrifice.   

 

Jesus Christ – our great God and Savior – voluntarily and 

willingly gave Himself for us.  The Lion of Judah become 

the Passover Lamb for us.  Don’t miss those two 

important words – for us!  For the church Christ died.  His 

death covered our sins.  The sacrificial atonement of 

Christ’s death was the result of God’s active grace – 

bringing salvation for all who would believe in Him. 

 

Dear friend – there’s good news today.  God’s grace 

saves.  There’s no hopeless situation for God’s grace.   

 

Recently a businessman shared with his Christian 

coworker that he wanted the peace and the joy that he 

saw in this Christian’s life…but he was convinced God 

would not ever help him because of all the bad things he 

had done.   

 

But what happens in verse 11 when God’s grace shows 

up in our lives?  That’s right!  It brings salvation.  New 

life.  New Beginnings.  Rescued from the pit of despair, 

and filled with hope again.  God’s grace saves.   

 

If you don’t have enough faith to believe that God can 

save you today – then I exhort you to humble your pride.  

Pride hates grace.  Pride wants to figure out how to 

change through our own self-effort.  Pride hates 

unmerited help.  So God only gives grace to the humble.3   

 

But when you humbly receive God’s grace… you are 

rescued by trusting in the substitutionary sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ.  And then verse 12 continues the 

sentence…noting that God’s saving grace also changes 

us! 

 

God’s grace sanctifies (v. 12, 14b) 

 

 
 

Sanctifies is just a fancy word for spiritual growth.  God’s 

grace transforms us and changes our lives and behavior 

from the inside out.  God’s grace trains us … verse 12 

says.  Literally, God’s grace is an educator, an instructor, 

our tutor… to help us become more like Jesus Christ in 

every way! 

                                                 
3 1 Peter 5:5-6, James 4:6 
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So let’s say it this way this morning.  All who are saved 

by grace are automatically enrolled in Grace University.  

And what is the syllabus or curriculum at Grace U?   

 

According to verse 12 – Grace teaches us to say no to 

living our own way – and how to experience the joys of 

living God’s way. Verse 12 alone deals a death blow to 

any theology that would seek to separate God’s salvation 

from the demands of obedience to the Lordship of Christ. 

 

 
 

In verses 12 and 14 both, we see how God’s grace 

teaches us to “Put off” our former way of living for 

ourselves, and instead continually “Put On” the mindset 

and manners of Christ.   

 

Look first at verse 12: God’s grace has appeared… 

 

Training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 

passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly 

lives in the present age. 

 

And then verse 14 mentions as well how Christ gave 

Himself for us, 

 

To redeem us from all lawlessness, … 

 

So let’s just think about your own life before God’s grace 

moved in… If you had to describe your life before 

salvation in one word – what word would you choose?  

 

I find it fascinating to think about the word God choses to 

describe our lives apart from His grace.  It’s the first 

negative word we find in verse 12 – it’s a summary term 

– the heading of all further descriptions which 

follow…and the word is “ungodliness.” 

 

God’s one word for our lives prior to His grace is 

“Ungodly.”  In other words – Self is at large, and in 

charge.  The “unholy trinity of Me, Myself, and I” is on the 

throne of my life.  And what fruit is produced by this self-

centered command?  Worldly passions – internal 

thoughts and ruling desires that are part of Satan’s anti-

God philosophy.  No wonder verse 14 describes our 

corresponding behavior as “lawlessness.”  With King 

Self on the throne of our lives, we have no power to 

overcome the indwelling sin of our own passions and 
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lusts… and so our outward behavior is marked by wicked 

and idolatrous deeds. 

 

But God’s grace has the ultimate teacher’s certificate.  

For by God’s grace and God’s grace alone – we learn to 

say “no” to king self…and submit ourselves to King 

Jesus.   

 

Grace isn’t content with just having us say no to sin.  

Denying sin’s power is only half of grace’s schooling.  

Grace gives us the power to actually pursue integrity and 

holiness. 

 

Godliness means God is really in charge.  If His Word 

says it … we obey it…not because of how we feel…but 

because He is truly in control.  God’s grace teaches us to 

have the mind of Christ – to bring every thought captive 

to the obedience of Christ – and in so doing to become 

self-controlled!  Isn’t this such good news this morning!  

Every Christian in verses 1-10 of this chapter was 

commanded to live a self-controlled life last week… but 

here in verse 12 we find the key to such living – it’s all 

about God’s training help!  Grace empowers practical 

growth in godliness!  God’s grace renews our minds, so 

that our outward behavior and relationships with others 

might become upright or truly God-pleasing – in this 

present time.   

 

Grace is continually and constantly training its disciples 

to grow.  

 

Why?  Verse 14 makes it abundantly clear… in order  

 

To purify for himself a people for his own possession who 

are zealous for good works. 

 

Let that sink in for a moment.  What is God’s motivation 

for His saving grace and its ministry upon us lost 

sinners?  So that He can be our God, and we would be 

His people – a people for His own possession.  A people 

who He would purify by His grace.  Purify means to 

cleanse or to make pure.  As the beautiful hymn sings, 

 

Grace, grace, God's grace, 

grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 

grace, grace, God's grace, 

grace that is greater than all our sin. 

 

All so God’s children might be zealots for love – contrary 

to lazy Cretans and those whose pride rejects grace – 

God desires for His people to be enthusiastically 

characterized by good works. Works that are fitting of His 

gospel truths.   

 

So God’s children are enrolled in the school of grace – 

God’s grace.  A grace that saves. Sanctifies.  And 
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encourages itself in the glory which is to come.  For 

God’s grace sees the coming glory (v.13) 

 

 
 

Verse 13 continues the curriculum of grace… God’s 

grace also is training us to be 

Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory 

of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ… 

 

We aren’t good at waiting are we?  But God’s grace 

trains us to look forward, to live with an expectant and 

joyful anticipation of Christ’s return!  

 

God’s grace teaches us to see the coming glory – and 

live in light of this blessed hope! 

 

 
 

What is the happy expectation of the Christian?  It’s all 

the blessings that we will possess in the future when 

Christ returns.  Our resurrection, our complete 

transformation and perfection, our being “forever with the 

Lord in His glorious presence.” 

 

Here’s the point.  God’s grace trains us to watch and pray 

for the appearing of glory!  There’s glory to come church!  

This life is not all that there is.  Someday soon, the sky 

will split open and the glory of our great God and Savior 

Jesus Christ will appear.  And then, we shall be fully like 

Him in every way, for we shall see Him as He is!4 

 

As a bit of an aside… I don’t want us to miss that verse 

13 is one of the many Scriptures that teach that Jesus 

Christ was truly God.  The grammatical structure of this 

verse clearly teaches that  

                                                 
4 1 John 3:2 
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…”our great God” and “Savior” are both modifying Jesus 

Christ.  Jesus the Messiah is our God and He is our 

Savior.  God died for our sins, when Jesus died on the 

cross.  There’s nothing we could ever do to repay Him for 

such sacrificial love and mercy.  Our salvation is all by 

His amazing grace! 

 

Isn’t this an amazing sentence of Scripture?  It starts in 

verse 11…and we learn that Grace saves. Grace 

sanctifies.  Grace sees the coming glory of Christ – and 

trains us to live as we’d want to be living when He 

returns.     

 

God’s grace is so sufficient for us, isn’t it church?  That’s 

why Paul is very clear in his instruction to Titus in verse 

15.  In our Bibles today, we see that this chapter ends 

very similarly to how it started.  With Paul urging Titus 

that God’s grace is sound and must be taught (v.15) 

 

 
 

One of the greatest crimes of all history would be to 

understand and experience this transforming grace and 

not share it with anyone else.  And so verse 15 

commands, 

 

 
 

Declare these things [both the behavioral requirements of 

verses 1-10 and the theological power of grace in verses 
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11-14]; exhort and rebuke with all authority.  Let no one 

disregard you.   

 

The verb tenses emphasize that all three of these actions 

must constantly and continually done.  Teach, 

Encourage, and Correct others with the power and 

evidences of God’s amazing grace.  Titus – don’t let 

anyone disregard you or “out-think” you or “think around” 

you in all the matters that are addressed in this letter to 

the Cretan churches.   

 

God’s grace is amazing.  It’s the key to all godliness.  It’s 

the engine which powers our practical spiritual growth.  

Or we could say it this way,  

 

 

 

 
 

That God’s grace empowers practical growth in 

godliness.  In my life, and in yours.   

 

Doesn’t this move your heart to worship our God of all 

grace?  Today we want to Remember Christ’s work as 

we wait for His glory to appear 

 

 
 
We’re not home yet are we church?  This world is not our 
home.  We’re just passing through.  But while we are 
enrolled at Grace U… we constantly are brought to 
remember Christ’s loving work…as we wait for His glory 
to appear. 
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So as our servers to come forward and prepare to serve 
us with the communion elements, I’d invite you to quietly 
take a moment to pray and prepare your own heart.   
Humbly ask God to pour out more of His grace upon you.  
Pray that God help you submit more and more to His 
training grace.  Joyfully repent of any known sin – turn 
from the worthless lies of sin – and find your joyful rest in 
faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ alone.  
 
If you do not believe in Jesus Christ for the salvation of 
your sins, we would invite you to just simply observe us 
as we participate in this symbolic ceremony of our 
common-union with Christ.  For there’s nothing spiritual 
about this juice or these crackers.  They just represent 
and remind us of Christ’s blood and body.   
 
So there’s no advantage of participating together in the 
symbol if you aren’t first participating together with us in 
God’s amazing grace that saves, sanctifies, and helps us 
look forward to the coming glory of our God and Savior.   
 
You’ll notice that today we are experimenting with a 
different method of serving the elements together.  Our 
goal in this change is greater simplicity in distributing the 
elements to help minimize any distractions from the 
primary purpose of our remembering Christ’s sacrifice 
together. By changing our format of distributing the 
elements we hope to transition the focus off of our mode 
of serving, and onto the remembrance of the body and 
blood of Christ in our communion services together. We 
pray this new format will be helpful to our worship of 
Christ. 

 
So as you receive the bread, and then the juice in a 
moment… please wait to partake until we can all do 
so together after everyone is served. 
 
Jesus first took bread and gave thanks for it.  I’m going to 
ask _______ to give thanks at this time. 
 
<< play brief song about the cross together as we wait for 
congregation to be served & >> 
 
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 
said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”  
 
<<eat>> 
 
The men are now coming forward to serve us the cup, as 
we remember the blood that was spilled to cover our 
sins. 
 
Loved ones… when Jesus Christ voluntarily gave Himself 
for us … it wasn’t free to Him.  It cost Him everything.  All 
so that His saving grace is free to us.  So as you drink 
and remember His sacrifice… express your thanksgiving 
this morning.  Worship our great God who is both our 
Shepherd and our Savior – our Lion and our Lamb! 
 
As we prepare to remember Christ’s blood which covers 
our sins…  I’m going to ask _________ to pray for us as 
we take the cup together. 
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<<Sing Nothing but the blood as we wait for congregation 
to be served>> 
 

In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
<<drink>> 
 

Amen. 
 
Isn’t it a blessing to worship Jesus Christ together as His 
children New Castle?  We are so richly blessed in God’s 
amazing grace. 
 
Next week we turn our attention to chapter 3 – where 
these themes of God’s transforming grace are only 
deepened in our hearts and minds for God’s greater glory 
and our greater joy. 
 
Church – you are dearly loved.  I pray for you – I pray 
that God will continue to build you up by the words of His 
grace.  And that God’s grace might truly appear to you.   
 
Let’s pray.  Closing prayer. 
 

 
 
Benediction 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and 
to present you blameless before the presence of his glory 

with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 

authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
Jude 24 


