
Page 1a of 13 Page 1b of 13 
Close by 9:15 / 11:45 Start by 8:38/11:08 // half by 8:57 / 11:27 Close by 9:15 / 11:45 

Living Right in a Foolish World 
Titus 3:9-15 - NCBC, March 20, 2016 

 
Main Point:  Saved people prioritize their living. 

 

 Avoid foolish and worthless works (v.9-11) 

o Discern:  Major on God’s gospel (9) 

o Cleanse:  Be decisive towards the divisive (10-

11) 

 Devote yourself to good and fruitful works (v.12-15) 

o Humility:  Prioritize your rest (12) 

o Generosity:  Assist your teammates (13-14) 

o Love:  Delight in fellowship (15) 

 
Application:  Carefully prioritize humility, generosity, 
and love. 

 
 

 

Opening Announcements:   
 
Palm Sunday today! 
 
When the crowds cried out “Hosanna!”  they thought they 
were welcoming their new political leader – their new 
King who would free them from Roman rule.  But their 
fickle hearts were revealed just days later when they 
shouted “Crucify Him, Crucify Him.” 
 
But as we gather today to praise Christ – those of us who 
have been saved and made new by God’s grace – we 
come to praise God not just with our lips, but also with 
our lives.  Jesus rules as King in our hearts – even now 

before He reigns as King in this world.  Our study of Titus 
has strengthened our resolve to cast off all treason that 
professes loyalty to Christ in the upper room only to 
cowardly deny Him among the world in the judgment hall.  
As we worship today, may our lives be freed from all 
hypocrisy that would praise with the lips, only to deny 
Him with our deeds.  
 
Today we celebrate our prince of Peace – looking 
forward to the day of His glorious return, when every 
knee will bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the glory of God our Father! 
 

 
<<Cling to Christ>> 
 

 
 
Christ alone is endless joy – so we cling to Christ.  Christ 
is sovereign joy – so He deserves to be King over every 
relationship, every desire, and every love.  Only 
submission to Christ brings freedom to live right in the 
midst of a foolish world. 
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Today we conclude our preaching series from the letter 
to Titus.  We encourage everyone to keep God’s Word 
open and in front of you as we preach the Word every 
Sunday, and that’s why our ushers are coming now with 
Bibles in their hands.  If you don’t have a Bible with you 
this morning, please raise your hand as they pass by and 
it would be our joy to give you a copy of God’s Words.  
You are welcome to take this Bible home as our gift to 
you, or just simply return it after our service by placing it 
on the table in the back of the room.   
 
I’m so thankful for all that we’ve learned through our 
quick 7 week study of these 46 verses together.   
 
So what are you going to take away from this study?   
How is God changing your life from our study of Titus 
together these last several weeks? 
 
Let’s now turn our attention now to the end of chapter 3 
in Titus.  You will find our text this morning on page 999 
of the Bibles we’ve handed out. Please stand in honor 
God’s Word, as I read from Titus 3:9 in the English 
Standard translation: 
 
But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, 
dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are 
unprofitable and worthless. 10 As for a person who stirs 
up division, after warning him once and then twice, have 
nothing more to do with him, 11 knowing that such a 
person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned. 
12 When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best 
to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend 
the winter there. 13 Do your best to speed Zenas the 

lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack 
nothing. 14 And let our people learn to devote themselves 
to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and 
not be unfruitful. 15 All who are with me send greetings to 
you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with 
you all.  
 
These are God’s words.   
 
You may be seated.  
 
Let’s Pray. 
 
Imagine if you were Titus.  Slip on his dusty sandals this 
morning.  It’s been between 6-24 months1 now since Paul 
left you here on this island of Crete and returned himself 
to the mainland.  When you remember watching his ship 
fade into the horizon, emotion still rises up in your heart.  
You miss your friends.   
 
The romantic ideals of island living have actually started 
to wear off a bit… the moderate annual temperature 
range between 60-85° has actually become a bit boring 
to you…and the island has no electricity, modern 
plumbing, or internet and phone service.   And frankly – 
you’ve been working hard.  It’s surprising how exhausting 
it has been to try to make disciples – true Christ-followers 
- among the Cretan people.  Some days you find yourself 
day-dreaming about the Cretan church 50 or 100 years 
from now…and you again remind yourself it’s only by 

                                                 
1 Exact time unknown, but estimated from commentators best known dates 

of Paul’s travels.  
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God’s grace if your work will make a difference here 
among these lazy islanders.2   
 
But then… one day a ship comes into the harbor with 
both Zenas and Apollos on board.  You are so refreshed 
to be able to spend time with your dear friends in God’s 
Gospel…but even more precious than catching up is the 
special letter they bring you from your mentor Apostle 
Paul! 
 
As you start to read, your heart pounds faster and your 
eyes well with tears as Paul calls you his true child in 
your shared faith.  His greeting of grace and peace 
washes over your soul like rain after a long drought.  
Paul’s ministry is always so grace-centered.   
 
Right away as you read you are reminded of why you are 
still here in Crete – “so that you might put what remained 
in order, and appoint elders in every town.”3  
 
 

                                                 
2 1:12-13 
3 Titus 1:5 

 
 
Yes, yes.  That’s right … This letter will help you 
communicate your priority of character and discernment 
for spiritual leaders.  Then as you read on, it is so good.  
God’s grace doesn’t just save us from hell, but empowers 
us to change and grow in our daily lives – so that others 
are drawn to God by the attractiveness of our holiness.  
Paul’s emphasis is clear, and you appreciate his strong 
encouragement. And then as the letter comes to its end, 
God’s grace transforms our relationships with all 
unbelievers – including the unbelieving Roman officials.  
God’s indwelling Spirit makes it possible now for 
believers to live right in the midst of a foolish and 
darkened people who need Christ.   
 
If you were Titus reading this letter for the first of many 
times… what’s running through your mind as you come 
to the conclusion of this letter?  Perhaps one thought is 
this – 
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Saved people prioritize their living.  Those who have 
been redeemed by God’s grace live differently than the 
rest of the world.   
 
Saved people don’t live for themselves any longer.  
We’ve been redeemed from such a finite purpose.  We 
avoid such foolish and worthless works.  Our lives are 
now devoted to good works as joint heirs of God’s 
coming kingdom.   
 
So today from Titus 3:9-15 we learn that saved people 
prioritize their living according to grace.  Because 
purifying grace protects us from distraction and harm, as 
well as progresses us forward in love and good works.   
 
Let’s first then consider verses 9-11, where Paul teaches 
us to  

 
Avoid foolish and worthless works (v.9-11) 
 
After describing the work of the Father, Son, and Spirit in 
our salvation …Paul underlines the practical application 
of our response in verse 8 saying, 
 
I want you to insist on these things, so that those who 
have believed in God may be careful to devote 
themselves to good works.  These things are excellent 
and profitable for [all] people.   
 
Then verse 9, 
 
But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, 
dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are 
unprofitable and worthless. 
 
Titus – as the missionary minister on the island – be 
discerning.  Keep the right priorities.  Avoid these 4 kinds 
of speculative debates and arguments that have no 
spiritual benefit to the church.  Prioritize transforming 
truth.  Or we could say it this way: 
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Major on God’s gospel (9) 
 
There were more than enough false teachers around 
Crete who would have loved for Titus to start imitating 
them by allowing himself to get drawn into their endless 
stories and moronic quibbling. 
 
We can easily relate to this in our day can’t we?     
 
Some people think that being a Christian is all about 
fighting…all about being right.  But pride leads to more 
controversies than conversions, or arguments rather than 
agape. 
 
Still other believers seem to believe Christianity is really 
all about what has not been revealed…rather than what 
has been.  But people transformed by grace humbly 
prioritize their energies – and major on God’s Biblical 
Gospel.  
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 provides such a stark contrast to the 
false teacher’s proud chattering saying, 

 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.   
 
Church – if you want to avoid foolish and worthless works 
– then major on God’s Word.  If your message is God’s 
Word – it will always be profitable and worthwhile.  Don’t 
allow your ministry to become distracted by fickle 
arguments about what has not been revealed.  Major on 
God’s revelation to us through His Word.  Memorize the 
Word.  Abide in God’s Word… and your life will produce 
much fruit for the glory of Christ.4   
 
Saved people prioritize their message on God’s gospel, 
but they also are very intentional about how they relate to 
those who like to stir up trouble.   
 

 
 

                                                 
4 John 15:1-8 
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For in order to avoid foolish and worthless works, saved 
people need to Be decisive towards the divisive (10-11). 
 
Now this isn’t easy…but we must allow God’s grace to 
help us submit to the wisdom of God’s Word in this 
important point. 
 
Look at verse 10, 
 
As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him 
once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, 
11 knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is 
self-condemned.  
 
Let’s unpack this a bit. Who is someone who stirs of 
division? 
 
In this context, these are the false teachers of chapter 1 
verses 10-11 who are “upsetting entire households.” The 
word conveys the idea of a “heretic” but is not technically 
limited to unorthodox beliefs alone.  This is anyone who 
uses his influence and relationships to promote strife, 
questioning, and divisions among God’s family.   
 
And note in the text…he refuses to change his divisive 
behavior even after being repeatedly warned.     
 
The intentions of the person are not what’s at stake here.  
It is the fruit of their teaching and influence… you shall 
know them by their fruits, and spiritual leaders have a 
biblical priority for cleansing the body of all cancerous 
divisiveness.  Division is too dangerous to be ignored.  
Unprofitable and worthless teaching must not be allowed 

to promote division…it must be graciously confronted and 
silenced.  
 
Decisive responsiveness to divisive influence is the clear 
teaching all the Scriptures.  
 

 
 
Believers are to avoid or separate from another believer 
anytime they are persisting in unrepentant sinful beliefs 
or unrepentant sinful behaviors.   
 
That word unrepentant is the key, right?  For the whole 
goal of the warning is the person’s joyful repentance and 
forsaking of their sin by faith.  But when repentance is not 
evident and sinful teaching or living is observed, the 
believer’s priority is to cleanse – to warn – to admonish – 
to urge the sinning one to repent. 
 
Some might say that it’s not loving to confront a person 
who has a divisive spirit – but we must ask, is it loving to 
allow Christ’s body to remain infected and sick?  We 
don’t hesitate to put our own physical bodies under the 
knife to remove a destructive cancer or gangrene… so  
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neither can we consciously allow sin to grow in Christ’s 
church. 
 
Remember we have an enemy who specializes in 
dividing and destroying God’s people.  Satan loves to use 
negative people and false teachers to confuse and divide 
the flock.  Church leaders must not cater to wolves in 
sheep’s clothing.  A divisive spirit will never be satisfied – 
it will only continue to poison and destroy by posturing 
one person against another.  It’s so serious…that if a 
person refuses to repent after being graciously urged to 
do so multiple times… his influence must be removed 
from the Body through avoiding him and “having nothing 
more to do with him.”  Only his future repentance would 
provide grounds for him to be readmitted into the 
believer’s fellowship and his membership to be restored.  
 
Let’s quickly review then the Biblical teaching on this 
spiritual restoration process. 
 

 
 
I purposefully use the words, “Spiritual Restoration” 
rather than “Church Discipline” only because I believe 

they better communicate the heart of the Scripture’s 
teaching on this essential practice of the church.  
 
If we were to graphically summarize how this practically 
works, we might use this four-step diagram.   
 
Given first-hand knowledge of a believer’s sin… (and this 
is important right – we don’t go around confronting 
people for things we’ve heard that might be true based 
on some impression or assumption of someone…) But 
when we have first-hand knowledge of sinful beliefs or 
behaviors by one of our brothers or sisters… the 
Scriptures first command us to urge them to repent 
privately.   
 
To inquire gently – making sure there’s no 
misunderstanding – assuming the best, and approaching 
them in the best possible way so as to encourage their 
repentance, not their defensiveness.  And if they listen 
and repent – they are fully restored and we have won our 
brother!   
 
But if they refuse to listen, then God’s grace doesn’t allow 
us to stop our pursuit for one of our loved ones trapped 
by sin’s deceit.  Instead, we now urge them to repent 
along with 1-2 other witnesses of their sin.  My 
experience is that often this step happens multiple times, 
over a significant period of time – giving time for them to 
process, giving time for our prayers to soften their heart – 
trying on multiple attempts to urge their pursuit of eternal 
joy through repentance and faith in Christ again.  
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But if they still refuse to listen, then love requires for us to 
expand the knowledge of their determined sinfulness  to 
the local church – so the entire body can lovingly reach 
out with a warning and call to repent.  Church – I’ve seen 
God’s grace withhold the joy of repentance until a church 
has been faithful at this humbling level of church-wide 
intercession and pursuit.  And what joy a church 
experiences when the prodigal member repents and 
humbly returns in faith!  Such practice cleanses a church.   
 
But when no repentance is demonstrated, such people 
must be turned away in public separation.  Our text in 
verse 11 is clear – they are continually in the state of 
being perverted – they’ve willfully rejected the truth and 
therefore continue to sin. He’s self-condemned… 
meaning his own persistence in sinful thinking and 
behavior is the grounds for his condemnation.  He has no 
one to blame but himself. 
 
Of course if he finds grace to repent in the future – he 
would be eagerly welcomed and restored.  The purpose 
of all spiritual restoration is for their ultimate deliverance 
from sin’s hold.  But the church must not allow such 
divisiveness to continue among them.   
 
This is God’s Word.  It is right and profitable.  But spiritual 
restoration is always costly.  Many wet eyes and bent 
knees.  As a deacon and then an elder – I’ve walked 
through this process several times…but never without 
weeping over the persistent and ongoing sins of my loved 
ones.   
 

So the point is clear to Titus, and to us today – we must 
be intentional to prioritize our living here as God’s 
ambassadors – for we need to be careful to avoid foolish 
and worthless works.  Saved people need to be growing 
in discernment – so that we don’t become distracted by 
the curiosity of false teaching.  And we need to prioritize 
the health of the body more than our own personal 
comfort. 
 
Ultimately by avoiding such divisive influences, the 
believer’s priorities are free to,  
 

 
 
Devote yourself to good and fruitful works (v.12-15) 
 
Now it’s the first good and fruitful work that might surprise 
us most this morning.  Look at verse 12: 
 
When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to 
come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the 
winter there. 
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Titus, Paul writes, I haven’t decided yet whether I’m 
going to send Artemas or Tychicus to relieve you…but 
winter is coming, and travel is going to become more 
difficult here on the mainland… so do your best and 
make every effort to get away and join me for the winter 
months at Nicopolis – a capital city on the west coast of 
Greece about 200 miles northwest of Athens.   
 
Here Paul would refresh and equip and be able to 
personally encourage the faithful missionary.  Titus had 
been working hard, and the letter that Paul sent with 
Apollos and Zenas would ensure that the work would be 
well-transferred to his replacement.5   
 
From Titus’ perspective, do you see the joy in this 
personal invitation to get away for some much needed 
R&R? 
 
Church – devotion to gospel-centeredness means we 
must humbly  
 

                                                 
5 Likely since Tychicus was sent to Ephesus (2 Tim 4:12), we can assume 

that Paul sent Artemas to Crete. 

 
Prioritize our rest (12) 
 
This is so important.  If we are going to live right in a 
foolish world – we have to prioritize rest.   
 
God ordained a rhythm of Sabbath rest in His creation 
order for 1 day of rest for every 7.  Jesus Himself would 
occasionally urge the disciples to “come away by 
yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.”6   
 
One pastor said it this way, Adequate sleep is not just a 
matter of being healthy…it’s a matter of persevering in 
ministry.7  A life that is devoted to good and fruit works is 
a life that must prioritize rest – in order to sustain the sort 
of self-giving living that is required day after day in 
making disciples.8   
 
Church – I confess this is something I need to grow in.  
My pride convinces me at times that I just need to do one 

                                                 
6 Mark 6:31 
7 John Piper, Brothers We are Not Professionals 
8 Recommend Zeal Without Burnout by Christopher Ash 
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more thing… as if the ministry all depends upon me.  And 
what happens when I don’t rest or designate Sabbath 
times away from the busyness of ministry for spiritual 
refreshment?  What happens when Christian ministers 
don’t take time for real vulnerable friendship and inward 
renewal?   
 
Our souls become dry, crusty, and cynical.  Impatience 
and bitterness have great difficulty compassionately 
representing Christ.  
 
The Gospel we proclaim assures us that our identity is 
not in our performance.  Saved people cease from 
striving.  Grace frees us to trust God’s power for all that 
gets done…and all that remains to be done.  Such 
necessary rest is required for the minister’s sustainable 
thanksgiving, praise, and spiritual power. 
 
So I appreciate Paul’s personal urging to Titus to 
prioritize this vacation.  But notice in verses 13-14 he 
also urges Titus to 
 

 
Assist his teammates (13-14) 

 
While we don’t know anything about Zenas, we know that 
Apollos was a faithful Jewish Christian who was “mighty 
in the Scriptures” and “fervent in Spirit.”9 So it seems 
reasonable to conclude that these men were faithful 
gospel partners with Paul and Titus.  These were his 
teammates.   
 
And Paul writes to make sure that Titus and the Cretan 
believers excelled at generosity.  “See that they lack 
nothing.”  Our people need to step up and help out with 
urgent needs like this whenever they become aware of 
them – this is the kind of good and fruitful works that 
God’s grace motivates in His children. 
 
Here’s the point church.  If we are going to live right in 
the midst of a foolish world… we need to strategically 
seek to strengthen faithful Gospel partners.  Generosity 
multiplies through partnership.  Servant-hearted ministers 
seek to make others successful in their calling – 
creatively and sacrificially seeking to assist our 
teammates however possible. 
 
In the context here – the first application of this principle 
is to our missionary partners.  But gospel partnerships 
are not limited to foreign missionaries.  What about those 
who serve alongside you here in children’s or other 
discipleship ministries?    
 
How are you seeking to assist God’s workers that are 
partnered with us in God’s gospel all around the world?  
In a local church of our size, it’s easy to assume that 

                                                 
9 Acts 18:24-27 



Page 11a of 13 Page 11b of 13 
Close by 9:15 / 11:45 Start by 8:38/11:08 // half by 8:57 / 11:27 Close by 9:15 / 11:45 

someone else is taking care of the prayer, financial, and 
encouragement needs of all of our missionaries.  But 
God’s grace compels generosity.   
 
Could you send a note of encouragement to one of our 
missionaries this week?  Or how about a financial gift? Or 
perhaps someone here would desire to give a focused 
time of intentional prayer for one of our Gospel partners?   
 
And here at home – don’t settle into a consumer mindset.  
Assist your colaborers.  Currently our children’s ministry 
workers are short-staffed in some of our rooms – so help 
in cases of urgent need like these – and not be unfruitful. 
 
This is love in action.  And that’s how this letter ends.  
For in verse 15, Paul wants to make sure Titus 
understands that he’s not alone. Titus can truly  
 

 
Delight in fellowship (15) 
 
The fellowship of other believers and the fellowship of 
God’s grace. 
 

All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those 
who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.  
 
Titus – you might feel like you’re all alone on this island in 
the ministry God has called you to… but you’re not 
forgotten.  All of the believers here still remember you – 
they are praying for you Titus.  And they send their 
greetings to you.   
 
And more than that… we still remember the believers 
who are there with you… so make sure and share our 
greetings with those who love us in the faith.  And above 
all – remember faithful minister – God’s grace is with you.  
God is with you, and other believers still remember you 
and are partnering with you in these disciple-making 
efforts.  So never act as though you are alone.  You are 
part of an all-sufficient fellowship. 
 
So prioritize these characteristics of love, generosity, and 
humility as you devote yourself to good works.   
 
Because, … 
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…saved people prioritize their living for the sake of God’s 
gospel.  Avoid investing your energies in foolish and 
worthless pursuits – but rather carefully arrange your life 
around the priorities of grace – God’s transforming grace. 
 
So for you this morning… are you fruitful or are you 
foolish?  What changes need to be made in response to 
this Scripture? 
 
I want to suggest the following response from each of this 
morning: 
 

 
 
Carefully prioritize humility, generosity, and love. 
 
If you’re going to move from foolish to fruitful – you need 
to move forward in these practical priorities.  You can’t 
live right in a world gone wrong without these intentional 
priorities. 
 

First humility.  God gives grace to the humble, but He 
resists the proud.10  So the first humility you need to 
embrace is the reality of your sinfulness.  The reality that 
you are not good enough – and will never be good 
enough to earn God’s favor or help.  You must 
acknowledge the reality of your sinfulness, and its hellish 
judgment.  Be humble enough to ask for help.  To find 
your rest in Christ’s finished work on your behalf. 
 
You see 2,000 years ago when the crowds were shouting 
Hoshanna Hoshanna – it wasn’t a cry of humility.  It was 
a cry of national pride and personal triumph.   
 
But Jesus is not a spare tire for you to use whenever you 
need help.  Jesus is the engine who alone can power 
your entire life.  Cry out to Him for your salvation – Jesus 
saves!  God’s Spirit renews!  And the Father’s grace is 
sufficient for you.  Repent of your pride, and come to 
Jesus – you will find rest for your soul.   
 
And then once redeemed… don’t live as if God’s grace 
towards you is dependent on what you do for God.  Be 
humble enough to ask for help.  Deepen friendships.  
Take sabbaticals.  And rightly prioritize your sleep.   
 
When you’ve been so loved by our God of grace – your 
heart must find ways to sacrificially pursue generosity for 
others’ eternal good.  That’s what it means to love.  So 
bless your Gospel partners around you this week – both 
locally here in our congregation alongside you – and 
internationally with our missionary partners who faithfully 
serve Christ tirelessly on our behalf every day.   

                                                 
10 James 4:6 
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Because saved lives are living offerings of worship to a 
Holy and Glorious God of Wonders!  It just makes sense 
that God’s people would pursue right priorities as they 
adorn God’s gospel through their practical living. 
 

 
 
And with that exhortation, our study of Titus comes to a 
close.  May our lives exhibit sound living that adorns the 
sound doctrine of our great God. 
 
Let’s pray.  Closing prayer. 
 
<<All I have is Christ>> 
 
This week I’d encourage you to take some time to think 
deeply about the cross of Christ.  We are planning a 
special Good Friday evening service to help us in this 
regards.  And then next Sunday we have a very special 
worship service planned as we celebrate our Resurrected 
Christ together!  We currently have one person planning 
to be baptized in 2nd service…so there’s room for others 
to come and be baptized next weekend if you let us know 

asap.  We have so many reasons to rejoice church.  God 
is alive and moving among us for the praise of His 
glorious grace!   
 
Benediction 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and 
to present you blameless before the presence of his glory 

with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 

authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
Jude 24 


