
Moving Towards Glory
Nehemiah 11 - NCBC, August 28, 2016

Main Point:  God’s people willingly sacrifice to make 
disciples for God’s glory.

 Personally follow Christ
 Prayerfully consider opportunities
 Practice hospitality 
 Pursue Biblical discussion

Application:  Promote God’s glory through mission-
minded sacrifice.

Opening Announcements:  
Life Groups  

<<Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus>>

Thank you worship team.  Have you thanked God today 
that He shows off His glory by extending His grace to 

you?  Grace opens our eyes to see the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ. Grace is greater than our sin.  I’m 
so thankful for God’s Spirit who teaches us and 
empowers our worship by His grace every time we gather
together.

I now invite you to open your Bible to Nehemiah chapter
11 as we continue our study of Ezra-Nehemiah together 
this morning.    
 

If you do not have a Bible with you today, our ushers are 
coming now to give you a Bible.  Please catch their 
attention as they pass by and it would be our joy to give 
you a Bible.  You are welcome to take this Bible home as 
our gift to you, or just simply return it after our service by 
placing it on the table in the back of the room.  

It’s hard to believe, but after today we have just one 
sermon left in this sermon series from Ezra-Nehemiah.  
Next week we will conclude this study, and then turn our 
attention for the rest of this year to the Upper Room 
Discourse of Jesus Christ.  Our next sermon series 
comes from the gospel of John - chapters 13-17 – 
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where Jesus’ words provide a strong foundation for all 
upward ministry.  

As we start to bring our study of Ezra-Nehemiah to a 
close, it’s good to think back and consider:  What has 
God been teaching you from this study?  How have you 
grown?
 

Our God is a restoring God.  Even though His people 
continue to fall back into patterns of disobedience to His 
law, God continues to faithfully work through them for His
glory.  God restores His glory among His people – all by 
His sovereign grace.  He is worthy of our whole-person 
response in worship.  

Last week in chapters 8-10, we observed how God’s 
Spirit brings revival to His people who respond to His 
Word.  Spiritual revival is the work of God Himself – and 
His church today must cry out to God to restore our 
hearts if we are to worship Him as He truly deserves.

But this week, chapter 11 contains a whole lot of names.  
Mostly names of people, but at the end, there are some 

names of villages listed as well.  Because chapter 11 
records the history of the families who willingly 
repopulated God’s city of Jerusalem.  The temple had 
been restored, and now ~70 years later the walls around 
the city had reestablished Jerusalem as a defensible and 
recognizable city of God.  But a city requires people.  So 
God moves His people towards His greater glory by 
repopulating His city.

So please stand with me in reverence for God’s Word as 
I read from Nehemiah chapter 11.  Our text is found on 
page 406 of the Bibles we’ve handed out.  

Starting in verse 1 of Nehemiah 11, reading from the 
English Standard translation:

Now the leaders of the people lived in Jerusalem. And 
the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of ten to 
live in Jerusalem the holy city, while nine out of ten 
remained in the other towns. 2 And the people blessed all 
the men who willingly offered to live in Jerusalem. 
3 These are the chiefs of the province who lived in 
Jerusalem; but in the towns of Judah everyone lived on 
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his property in their towns: Israel, the priests, the Levites,
the temple servants, and the descendants of Solomon’s 
servants.

Thus reads God’s word.  You may be seated. 

Let’s Pray.

This morning as we eagerly assemble to worship God 
together, we are literally and visually surrounded by our 
communities.  

Now suppose that this morning I introduce an initiative 
from our elder team to you.  Suppose we laid out a 
church-planting initiative for God’s glory to intentionally 
reach one of our communities for Christ.  I’d share with 
you some facts about how many unchurched people are 
in this targeted community, and cast a vision for how we 
believe God is calling us to be His ambassadors in this 
village for His greater glory.  

And then I get real specific:  So what we are asking is 
that 10% of you would literally move your families to this 
community to help us plant a local church for God’s glory.
90% of you can stay here.  But we need 10% of you to 
willingly help us with this initiative to effectively reach this 
community.  We’ve already identified pastors and elders 
who will be moving to this community to give leadership 
to this work.  And then I look directly at you and ask, “Will
you and your family willingly make this sacrifice to help 
us move towards God’s greater glory in our region?”

No doubt it’s going to be a sacrifice for you. Your children 
may need to change schools.  Your commute and 
possibly even your job will change.  You will be farther 
away from some of your other family and friends.  And 
moving is just always a hassle, right?

Does this scenario “feel” different to you than what we 
just read?  Yeah… it does.  So now we’re starting to 
understand Nehemiah 11, aren’t we?  

Commentators estimate there were approximately 
100,000 Jews living in the villages surrounding 
Jerusalem at this time.  Now that the walls are 
completed, the leaders first move into the city, and then 
they ask for 10% of the people to willingly move there 
with them.  This is a huge and significant.  Why uproot 
10,000 people just so God’s city could be repopulated?

Because of God’s Glory – that’s why!  Such sacrifice 
makes complete sense from the perspective of God’s 
reputation, honor, and esteem in His world.  Let me 
explain.
  
The entire Scriptures describe how God works among 
His people throughout history to display His glory in all 
the earth.      
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The Old Testament describes how God delivered His 
people through the Exodus and established His glory 
among them with His very presence – the cloud by day, 
and the fire by night – resting over the ark of His 
covenant in the tabernacle.  For the presence of God 
always produces the worship and glory of God, right?  

So from the time of Moses through the Prophets God’s 
glory is best displayed by His presence among His 
people – at first in a tabernacle, and then in successive 
temples.  

The temple provided a missionary witness to all the 
nations of the world that there was a God who drew near 
to His people.1  So Nehemiah 11 truly provides us with a 
record of Old Testament missionaries.  And their 
missionary efforts were all about being a holy nation that 
people could “come and see” the glory of God.  

It’s no wonder then that the post-exilic Jews desired to 
rebuild the temple and repopulate the city that the nations
recognized as God’s city.  God’s glory was at stake.  

But then in the Gospels, Jesus changes everything!

In Jesus Christ, the Word became flesh and dwelt among
men, and all people saw His glory – glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.2 

So when Jesus ascends back to the Father after securing
our salvation through His substitutionary death and 
resurrection, God sends His Holy Spirit to indwell every 
individual who believes in Jesus Christ. 

1 Deuteronomy 4:5-6
2 John 1:14
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Again notice how God desires to bring Himself glory 
throughout history.  In the Old Testament, God received 
glory with an attraction model of missions – His presence
was known through the Temple.  

But today, God receives glory using an expansion model 
of missions – His presence is now known through His 
People – and His people are no longer localized into one 
area – but sent to “Go and make disciples of all nations.”3

Church we must understand this before we can properly 
apply Nehemiah 11 to our lives today.  If we are going to 
become a people who seek to put God’s glory on display,
then we must be engaged in the expansive mission that 
God has given to us.

3 Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:45-48; John 20:21

Sometimes the church gets this wrong – and we adopt an
Old Testament approach to witnessing.  All of our ministry
gets centralized at the church house. Our outreach is 
nothing more than events – held at the church house.  
But God’s presence is no longer localized at a temple! By
the power of the Holy Spirit – God Himself is with us – 
and our mission is to evangelize our families and our 
neighbors right where they live – all for the glory of God!

Church – I desire for this point to be crystal clear this 
morning.  There is no greater means of bringing God 
glory in your life than by fulfilling the mission He has 
given you.  To proclaim Christ.  To intentionally use your 
life and your lips to tell others of His goodness and love.

In other words, by way of application – I believe the main 
lesson that Nehemiah 11 has to teach our church this 
morning is this:
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That, God’s people willingly sacrifice to make disciples for
God’s glory.

Today we’re not building a temple, and we’re not building 
a Christian city.  But we are intentionally seeking to fulfill 
the mission that God has entrusted to us.  All for His glory
-- God’s people willingly sacrifice to make disciples.

So I’m going to approach our sermon a bit differently 
today.  Today is not a typical expository message.  While 
my sub-points are clearly from Scripture – they are not 
directly found in Nehemiah 11.  But I pray this can help us
apply today’s text into our lives.  

Fall provides a timely opportunity for us to seriously 
renew our commitment to the mission that God has given
to us.  After all – it’s easy to just get in a habit of doing the
“Christian thing,” and really not making any sacrifices for 
God’s glory, right?  

But our God is a missionary God.  He’s profoundly 
committed to His glory.  So should His people be.

But in order to make disciples, you first have to be a 
disciple of Jesus Christ yourself, right?  And so here we 
uncover the first sacrificial commitment of moving 
towards God’s glory:

To move towards God’s glory in your life, you must first 
Personally follow Christ.  

You can’t go fishing for men if you’re not hooked on 
Jesus yourself!  And to follow Christ means you’re willing 
to leave everything and everyone else behind.

To follow Christ means to forsake your sin and yourself.  
Christ is your Master and Lord.  Christ becomes your 
favorite subject of study, and your most treasured love.  
The Christ-follower reads God’s Word and memorizes it –
so that their affections might be continually stoked with a 
greater and greater satisfaction in Christ.  

Following Christ is therefore sacrificial.  It’s intentional.  
It’s costly to our selfishness, and fatal to our pride.
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In Luke 5, Jesus comes across a sinful tax collector 
named Levi.  This man recognized that he was a sinner.  

By merely sitting at the tax booth, he was a traitor to 
God’s people.  He loved money more than God’s glory.  
But everything changed for Levi in Luke 5 with two simple
words from His Savior Jesus Christ:  “Follow Me.” At that 
moment, Levi believed that Jesus was his only hope.  
Jesus could save him from his sins.  

And Luke 5:28 testifies, “And leaving everything, he rose 
and followed him.”4

 

Loved ones – you are not yet personally following Christ 
if you are still enslaved to your own sin and selfishness.  
To personally follow Christ means that you are 
intentionally living to 

Obey God with joyful love.  O you’re not perfect yet of 
course…but your life is like Levi’s in Luke 5!  He was so 
satisfied in Christ that he immediately went public and 

4 Luke 5:28
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invited all his friends to a great feast at his house so that 
they might get to know Jesus – the one who had forgiven
all his sins!

One of the initial fruits of genuine salvation in someone’s 
life is evangelism.  You know you are a Christ-follower 
when you truly desire to share the offer of salvation with 
others!   You go public with Jesus in believer’s baptism.  
Your mind is continually occupied with Christ and His 
love.  These are the evidences of a true Christ-follower.

So let’s carefully consider this point before moving on.  
Have you been born again by God’s Spirit?   

Turn your eyes to Jesus dear friend – Leave everything 
and submit to Christ with the humility of saving faith.  
Acknowledge Christ as your Lord and Master.  Be sure of
this – for you must first personally follow Christ before 
you can effectively glorify Him by participating in His 
mission.  

Sacrificial faithfulness to God’s mission starts when you,

Prayerfully consider the opportunities God has given you 
for making disciples.  Every Christ follower is 
commissioned by God to reproduce other Christ-
followers.  There’s no exceptions to this.  The weight of 
this responsibility is bigger than any of us…and that’s 
why we pray – praying for wisdom, strength, and courage
to steward the people and places that God has entrusted 
to our influence for the sake of His glory.

Prayer highlights our conscious participation in God’s 
mission.   

Maybe you live next to a school or a business or a park 
or a community center… pray about how God might want
you to use your proximity to these places strategically for 
His gospel-purposes.  Prayerfully consider which 
unbelievers around you God may be asking you to share 
His gospel with.  Pray for their salvation by name.  
Prayerfully time your yard work and your recreation to 
maximize relational opportunities with unbelieving 
neighbors.  
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In other words – ask God’s help to live intentionally and 
sacrificially to move towards God’s glory with your life.  
Remember – God doesn’t have you here on this earth 
just for fellowship or worship or prayer – we will do all 
that better in heaven.  The only reason His church is still 
on the earth today is because His mission is still 
unfinished – there are yet more souls to be harvested in 
repentance and saving faith – all for the glory of God!

So are you personally following Christ?  Then prayerfully 
consider the opportunities that are all around you.  And 
then simply,

Practice hospitality 

Biblical hospitality is much more than cooking a meal or 
inviting people over to gush over your spotless and 
unlivable home.   Biblical hospitality is just sharing your 
life.  It’s living on mission.  It’s sacrificial generosity of all 
shapes and sizes.  Truly biblical hospitality is Christian 
love.

How could you sacrificially but willing make your living 
decisions with disciple-making values?  How could you 

prioritize biblical hospitality in your budget, your 
recreation, your yard work, your employment, etc. etc.?  
How could you strategically seek to advance the glory of 
God through your life among your unbelieving family and 
friends?

So let me cast some practical vision here for all the 
Christ-followers in the room today.  

Maybe you live next to a sport’s field and your life group 
grills out and gives away free food while inviting people to
church?  

Or maybe you invite a small group of your unbelieving 
neighbors to your home for Bible Overview nights – 
where you make it clear that there’s no stupid question.  
You provide a meal for everyone, and then you watch a 
short 5-7 minute video from The Bible Project5 that gives 
a visual overview of a particular book of the Bible, and 
then you help answer any questions they have about 
what that book of the Bible really teaches.  

Maybe you just offer to buy one of your friends lunch 
once a month so that you can get together and read 
through the Gospel of John together. 

Really the ideas are endless when you start to get 
intentional about living for God’s glory, right?  

This week pastor Denny shared how he saw his dad do 
this.  He used to live next to Libby’s pumpkin plant in 
Morton, so every harvest season the company would hire

5 https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/videos 
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a lot of Hispanic temps to assist with harvest.  So what 
did Pastor Denny do?  He grew a bunch of habanero 
peppers – creating a natural connecting point with all the 
workers!  He sacrificially practiced hospitality – all in 
order to create natural opportunities to 

Pursue Biblical discussion

You see – this is so important – God’s mission requires 
us to love unbelievers with a sacrifice that is deeper than 
just helping them with physical needs, assisting with yard
work, and filling their tummies.  We aren’t fulfilling the 
mission of making disciples until we are speaking His 
truth with love.  Until we are preaching the cross of Christ
as the only hope for their forgiveness of sins.  

So moving towards glory in this world means that we 
willingly live our lives sacrificially pursuing discussion with
unbelievers in the Word of God.  

Now there’s lots of barriers to our faithfulness in this, isn’t
there?  We all struggle with fear, anxiety, or just plain 

thinking we don’t know enough about the Bible to really 
try to help others understand it.  

But loved ones –that’s why God gave us His Spirit.  So 
pray and ask God to use you to just simply share what 
God is teaching you from His Word as you personally 
follow Him.  

But maybe the idea of having a biblical discussion with 
an unbeliever is still too overwhelming.  Well all you need
to start is just one verse.  Romans 6:23.  For the wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  

Memorize that one verse.  Or make it the screen image 
on your phone.  And then pray for opportunities, practice 
hospitality, and pursue every chance you get to just 
explain that single Bible verse to your loved ones.  

Don’t make it overcomplicated.  There’s nothing wrong 
with humbly saying you’ll look into their questions and get
back to them.  But if you’re going to move towards God’s 
glory with your life, you have to be willing to start the 
Biblical conversations with others.  

Here’s our point this morning:  
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God’s people willingly sacrifice to make disciples for 
God’s glory.  By personally following Christ, by prayerfully
considering the people and places that God has 
entrusted to us, by intentionally practicing hospitality, and 
by always seeking to humbly engage others with God’s 
good news.  In other words, you

Promote God’s glory through mission-minded sacrifice.

Every believer is called to faithfulness in this mission.  
God’s indwelling presence allows for no spectators in His 
church.  

So this morning, my prayer is that God could use the 
example of the Jews in Nehemiah 11 to help us

Catch the vision for reaching our communities for Christ.  
It’s too easy to waste our lives by missing out on the very 
purpose for which God has put us all in our communities. 

As far as I can tell, our church family has members from 
21 different surrounding communities.  A map of each of 
these communities is hanging on the walls around us this
morning. 

So are you ready to get strategic together regarding our 
mission?
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The maps are hung in alphabetical order – starting over 
here with Congerville/Carlock and proceeding around the
room until you get to Washington over here.  And for 
those of you from other communities – there is a special 
board for you at the very back of the room as well.

I know I’m not the only visual person here today – so 
here’s what we’re going to do.  Immediately after the 
benediction, I’m asking for each household to send one 
representative to the map where you presently live.  Take
one of the flags – one per household – and write your last
name on the flag.  (Now the flags are a bit smaller than 
we first thought…so just write as much of your last name 
as you can to fit on it… just enough so that we could look
in the church directory by last name and figure out who 
the flag belongs to.)  And then I want you to pin the flag 
on the map where you presently live.

Together I want us to see a visual picture of how God has
strategically placed our New Castle family as His 
ambassadors of the Gospel all around our communities –
for the sake of His glory!!  
As we enter into our fall series on the Gospel of John, I 
pray that these maps will serve to remind us of our 
mission together – provoking creative collaboration about
how we could do a neighborhood grill night, or a Bible 
Overview, or an ESL life group together right in our own 
neighborhoods.  Perhaps this exercise will give you more
visual ownership of the neighborhood that God has 
entrusted to you.  

Church – I’m praying that God will help us become more 
intentional as a body of Spirit-filled believers who live for 
God’s glory!  This is a mind-shift for some of us.  And it 
won’t happen without much careful planning and prayer.

That’s why today as you leave the service, the ushers will
be offering you copies of

Your own Personal Disciple-Making Plan.  This is a very 
helpful questionnaire written by Pastor David Platt to help
God’s people move towards God’s glory in our daily lives.

Please take a copy home with you today.  Read it.  
Prayerfully complete it.  Discuss it together in your life 
groups.  And prayerfully trust God’s Spirit to answer your 
prayers together for His greater glory in central IL.  
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May God help us all to promote His greater glory through 
our mission-minded sacrifices together.  May the glory of 
Christ truly be the passion of our church!

Let’s pray.

<<All to Us>>

Benediction

20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep,
by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with

everything good that you may do his will, working in us
that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ,

to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
Hebrews 13:20-21
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