
The Power of Humble Love
John 13:1-20 - NCBC, September 11, 2016

Main:  The love of Christ is the foundation for all 
upward ministry.

 The love of Christ never fails. (1-3)
o Complete and perfect love
o Confident and predestined love 

 The love of Christ extends grace. (4-5)
o Modeling Humility 
o Comforting Hearts

 The love of Christ confronts pride. (6-9)
o Pride of Ignorance (6-7)
o Pride of Arrogance (8)
o Pride of Performance (9) 

 The love of Christ accomplishes salvation. (10-11)
o Positional Justification 
o Practical Sanctification 

 The love of Christ reproduces grace. (12-17)
o Loved people love
o Joy follows Christ-likeness

 The love of Christ demands a response. (18-20)
o Will you Reject Christ?
o Will you Receive Christ? 

Application: Receive Christ’s love & Share with 
others!

Opening Announcements:  Missionary Reagan Martin 
Intro/Prayer

<<The Love of God>>

Thank you church …. It’s good to sing about how rich, 
and how pure, and how measureless, and how strong is 
the love of our God.  God’s love is one of the grandest 
themes of the Scripture – for His love is an expression of 
His glory.  God loves, because He is just that good. God’s
love is unchanging and secure.  So this morning as we 
begin a new sermon series on Foundations for Upward 
Ministry… it’s fitting that we sing of God’s transforming 
love.

Please now open your copy of God’s love letter to the 
Gospel of John chapter 13.
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Would you like your own copy of God’s love letter?  This 
morning it would be our joy to give you your own copy of 
God’s Words.  You are welcome to take this Bible home 
as our gift to you, or just simply return it after our service 
by placing it on the table in the back of the room.  

You will find John chapter 13 on page 900 of the Bibles 
we’re handing out this morning.  And what a stirring 
Scripture awaits our prayerful attention this morning.

So let me whet your appetite a bit before bringing out the 
feast.  

John’s Gospel is deeply theological, and yet also simple 
enough for a child to understand.  Leon Morris says, “I 
like the comparison of John’s Gospel to a pool in which a 
child may wade and an elephant can swim.  It is both 
simple and profound.”1

According to John 20:31, John wrote this Gospel so that 
we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing we may have life in His name.  

1 Morris, Leon. The Gospel According to John, NICNT, 7.

The Gospel of John is organized into 5 different sections:

Chapter 1 begins with a grand incarnation of Christ – the
Word becoming flesh – coming to His own, but 
acknowledging that His own would not receive Him.  

Even though John’s Gospel presents Jesus as the very 
Son of God – evidenced by 7 key miracles so that 
everyone would believe – chapters 5-12 emphasize the 
Jews’ rejection of their king.  This public opposition would
eventually lead to Christ’s crucifixion …leaving the final 
chapters of John’s Gospel to proclaim the Supreme 
miracle of Jesus’ life-giving resurrection!  

But as the curtain falls on the public ministry of Christ at 
the end of Chapter 12, John’s Gospel provides rich 
insights into Jesus’ private ministry with His own disciples
before his pending death. 
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Covering just a few hours, Chapters 13-17 record the 
last will and testament of Jesus Christ to his followers – 
the Master lovingly preparing His disciples for His 
departure and their ongoing Gospel ministry to the 
nations.

And that’s why we need to study these chapters this fall.  
Because our preaching theme for 2016 is leadership 
development, right?  We started the year studying Titus, 
then we spent the summer in Ezra-Nehemiah, and now 
we joyfully submit ourselves to the Master’s ministry prep
school. 

Church – if we are going to fulfill God’s mission for us and
influence others with spiritual leadership – then we must 
learn together in the upper room.  For in this “holy of 
holies” of Christ’s teaching… we come face to face with,

Christ’s transforming love, peace and comfort.  We are 
taught to abide in Christ, suffer well, and live our lives in 
submission to the all-powerful Spirit of Christ.  And then 
we learn from Christ’s final prayer for his disciples – all 
for His greater glory through His church! 

In short, the upper room teaches us necessary 
foundations for God-glorifying ministry.

Are you ready to draw near to Christ in the upper room?  
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Please stand with me in honor of God’s Word as I read 
from John chapter 13.  Our text is found on page 900 of 
the Bibles we’ve handed out.  

Starting in verse 1 of John 13, reading from the English 
Standard translation:

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew
that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the 
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil 
had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose 
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking
a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to 
wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you
wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing 
you do not understand now, but afterward you will 
understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash 
my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you 
have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord,
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean.
And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he 
knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not 
all of you are clean.” 12 When he had washed their feet 
and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to 

you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, 
for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you 
know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18 I 
am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have 
chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my 
bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you 
this now, before it takes place, that when it does take 
place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and 
whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”

This is the word of God.  You may be seated. 

Let’s Pray.

Humble love is powerful.  Love is the crowning virtue of 
any true Christian.  Love to the Christian is what heat is 
to fire, what wet is to water, and what glory is to God.

And there is no better place to find such pure and 
powerful love than in the person of Jesus Christ.  The 
love of Christ is so contrary to our modern culture of self-
centered busyness and comfort-oriented self-esteem.  

Ask yourself this question this morning – how do you 
experience love?  What assures you of someone’s love 
for you?  Is it not active sacrifice? 
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Yes - True love is the train that runs on the rails of self-
sacrifice.  For there can be no love where there is no 
sacrifice. 

This is why the best human love pales in comparison to 
the love of Christ.  For no one has sacrificed Himself 
more for us in love – than Jesus Christ.  While we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.2 So now it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life that I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.3

So this morning from John 13 we come face to face with 
the staggering humility of Christ’s love for His followers.  
And we learn together that,

The love of Christ is the foundation for all upward 
ministry.

Apart from Christ’s love, there can be no God-honoring 
ministry or spiritual leadership.  It is the love of Christ that

2 Romans 5:8
3 Galatians 2:20

empowers and motivates all the prayers and witness of 
the church, for as the chapter begins we learn right away 
that,

The love of Christ never fails. (1-3)

Notice how chapter 13 begins – Jesus knew that his hour
had come to depart out of this world to the Father

Jesus was fully aware of His divine timetable.  His public 
ministry was over.  He had been rejected by the Jews.  
Nothing ever took Jesus by surprise.  He knew he was 
now hours away from becoming the final sacrifice as 
God’s Lamb who would take away the sins of the world.  

So put yourself in Jesus’ sandals for a moment… you’re 
hours away from your physical death.  You’re hours away
from going back to your Heavenly Father – to depart out 
of this world and return to glory … what would you be 
thinking about?  What would be your focus in these last 
hours with your closest earthly friends?
Most of us would be entirely consumed with ourselves in 
a moment like this, right?  But not Jesus.  Look at the end
of verse 1,
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Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end.  

His love for the elect was greater than His love for 
Himself.  He loved those whom God had given Him as 
His disciples.  They were His own.  And He loved them to
the end – meaning completely – or with the fullest quality 
of love.

The love of Christ never fails – because it is a

Complete and perfect love.  

Dear friends – nothing can overwhelm the love of Christ 
for His elect.  Romans 8 teaches us that nothing can 
separate us from His love – not even the looming horror 
of the cross.  Verse 2 shows that Jesus was fully aware 
of Judas’ satanic scheme against Him.  But still, Christ 
loves His followers to the end – to the farthest extend of 
their need.    

And His love is a Confident and predestined love.   Look 
at verse 3 – knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 
going back to God – what eternal assurance comes with 
the love of Christ to us!  Though both the cross and the 
glory was before Christ – neither could shake His 
sacrificial care and concern for His dear friends.  The love
of Christ never fails! 

Christ’s love is purposeful.  Christ’s love for sinners is 
secured by His sovereign grace.  No wonder 2 
Corinthians 5 teaches that Christ’s love for us is what 
compels our ministry to others.4  

But let’s continue to observe how,

The love of Christ extends grace in verses 4-5.

The original verb tense used by John focuses our 
attention on the detail of every movement – as if we were
watching this scene of amazing grace play out in front of 
us with slow-motion.

4 2 Corinthians 5:14-15ff
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Here the very One who had His own feet anointed in 
chapter 12, rises from the table, strips himself to a slave’s
uniform, ties a towel around his waist, pours water into a 
basin, and begins to wash and wipe the disciples’ feet 
one by one.   Jesus willingly served His disciples with the
duty reserved for the lowest-ranking slave on the 
premises.

This kind of love is nothing short of amazing, undeserved
grace.  

Modeling Humility and Comforting Hearts…the love of 
Christ extended grace to a group of needy men who had 
actually just been arguing about which of them was 
regarded as the greatest.5

Picture this scene with me…   

The towel and basin and water were provided…that was 
there all along.  And no one could doubt everyone’s dirty 
feet – the need was obvious.  But this kind of service was

5 Luke 22:24

beneath everyone who was there – or so all the self-
applauding disciples thought. 

But true love is always humble.  I’m sure any of the 
disciples would have been willing to wash Jesus’ feet if 
he had asked – for to serve someone of higher rank can 
be considered an honor.  But to take such a servant’s 
posture towards a peer or a less spiritual person would 
violate their religious status they were working so hard to 
defend.  

Can you think of any ministries below you?

Jesus Himself … on the night of his betrayal… takes the 
role of the lowest servant – crushing the pride of every 
man in the room.  For,

The love of Christ always confronts the pride of sinners. 
(6-9)

Peter volunteers as the spokesman for all sinners as his 
dialogue with His Savior illustrates the various kinds of 
pride which refuse to receive the love of Christ.
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First in verses 6-7, we see the

Pride of Ignorance (6-7)

Peter didn’t understand what was happening…and so he 
refused to submit himself to something he didn’t 
understand.  Can you relate to this?

I don’t understand why Jesus would love me!  I can’t 
believe it.  After the promises I’ve broke, and everything 
I’ve done against Him… there’s no possible way that 
Jesus could ever love me again.  

But the pride of ignorance mutates quickly into the Pride 
of Arrogance (8).

In verse 8 – Peter rejects the love of Christ.  In other 
words – to receive your love is too humbling for my pride.
I will not allow you to serve me like this.  

It’s always humbling to accept help that you don’t 
deserve.  That’s why the world hates grace.  Pride hates 
grace.

But Jesus’ answer is clear – “If I do not wash you, you 
have no share with me.”  

Only those who are cleansed by Christ have any 
relationship with Him.  God’s grace of cleansing is only 
effective for those who are humble enough to receive it.

So naturally in verse 9, Peter’s pride attempts to 
somehow prove that he’s a worthy recipient of grace – 
but this is nothing other than the Pride of Performance (9)

Ok Lord – I’ll accept your grace…but I’ll be the best 
investment your grace ever made.  You’ll be glad you 
washed me.  I’ll make sure to make it up to you…

Do you ever find yourself responding to God’s cleansing 
grace with such pride?

Jesus’ answer to Peter in verses 10-11 serves as the 
explanatory climax to this entire account.  
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The love of Christ accomplishes salvation. (10-11)

Cease your proud striving.  Your salvation is secure in the
love of Christ.  Humbly receive His love today.

Jesus said to Peter, The one who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean.
And you are clean, but not every one of you.  For he 
knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, ‘Not 
all of you are clean.’

Jesus’ point is clear here – this is about far more than 
dirty feet at the dinner table.  The basin and the towel is 
an object lesson of Christ’s love and grace that 
accomplishes salvation.  

Christ didn’t come to be served, but to serve, and give 
His life as a ransom for the salvation of many.6  The point 
of His humble service is the salvation of sinners.  And 
such rescue has two aspects to it:

6 Mark 10:45

First, the gospel love of Christ secures the once-and-for-
all Positional Justification of the sinner.  This is the 
bathing that is referenced in verse 10.

And then, the love of Christ brings about the ongoing, 
daily washing of Practical Sanctification for all those who 
believe in Him.  In other words, receiving Christ’s love in 
the Gospel is what unites us to Christ and makes us one 
of His children – positionally just-as-if-I’d never done 
anything wrong and just-as-if-I’d always lived perfectly 
according to God’s holy law!  The one who is bathed in 
this passage is the one who has been legally forgiven by 
God and redeemed by the love of Christ.

But Jesus reminds everyone that the betrayer is in their 
midst – and Judas isn’t saved.  O other people thought 
he was one of Christ’s followers, and Judas even claimed
to love Jesus at different times.7  But this is what this 
verse means – Not all of you are clean. Judas – a son of 
perdition8 – was not saved.  

So to flesh out Christ’s object lesson a bit this morning… 
the bathing is the washing of regeneration – 
accomplished by the Spirit through our faith in Christ’s 
shed blood.  The blood of Christ is the only cleansing 
fountain for our legal guilt and shame.  We are only made
positionally clean by the love of Christ as it has been 
communicated to us in His substitutionary blood sacrifice 
on our behalf.  

7 Luke 22:47
8 John 17:12, 2 Thessalonians 2:3
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But here in John 13 – Jesus was washing feet…with 
water.  Not blood.  So He’s visually teaching them that 
His love has provided not only for our positional 
justification, but also for our daily fellowship and practical 
growth in godliness.  The love of Christ is poured into our 
hearts every day we open His Word – all by the power of 
the Holy Spirit which has been given to us9 – so that we 
might cleanse our ways according to God’s Word.10

So don’t miss this – the water in the basin represents the 
revelation of God to us in the Gospel – that we might be 
washed with the water of the word – cleansed from every
spot and wrinkle, as Paul writes in Ephesians 5:26.

This is the love of Christ which is the strong foundation 
for all upward ministry.  There will be no spiritual 
leadership with others apart from receiving and sharing 
such powerful and yet humble love.

For, 

9 Romans 5:5
10 Psalm 119:11

The love of Christ always reproduces grace. (12-17)

In verses 12-17 Jesus resumes his position at the table 
and explains the main point behind his humble service.  

Verse 13,

You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I 
am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I 
have given you an example, that you also should do just 
as I have done to you.  

In other words the humble love of Christ for His fickle 
disciples was all about grace – not foot washing 
specifically, but the sacrificial extension of love and grace
in principle.  John 13 doesn’t teach us to add “foot-
washing” to the church’s ordinances, any more than 1 
Corinthians 11 teaches us to wear head-coverings when 
we pray.  The external expression is merely an example, 
or a symbol, of the heart of grace – lovingly caring for 
others with the Word of God even when they don’t 
deserve to be served with such grace. 

Basically we could say it like this, the love of Christ 
reproduces grace.  For once you have been a recipient of
such love, it must be shared.
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Loved people love.  

And then notice the argument from the greater to the 
lesser in verse 16,

Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him.  If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them. 

Loved people will love.  And the result will be that Joy 
follows Christ-likeness.  O how happy – Blessed are you 
if you practice such humble generosity towards others.

But not all who associate with Christ will humbly allow 
themselves to receive His love.  Verse 18 brings our 
consciousness back to the betrayer who’s still in the 
room.  Even though he was close enough to Christ to 
have his own feet washed – his proud heart was fixed in 
his rejection of Christ’s love.  

And that’s our final point for today – the love of Christ is 
the foundation for all upward ministry in part because,

The love of Christ demands a response. (18-20)

Will you Reject Christ in your pride? Or Will you Receive 
Christ with humble thanksgiving? 

The love of Christ is obvious in this passage…He was 
caring for the disciples and preparing them for what was 
to take place in the coming hours.  Verse 19 he says,

I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when 
it does take place you may believe that I am he.

Jesus didn’t want a momentary stroke of evil to shake 
their faith in His sovereign and active grace.  Jesus was 
in full control – they could trust Him.  But such love 
demands a response from all of us this morning.

So what about you?

Will you reject Christ in your self-justified pride?  Or will 
you receive Christ and believe on Him today?
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Apart from faith in Jesus Christ – you can have no true 
ministry or spiritual leadership with others.  

The love of Christ is the foundation for all upward 
ministry.

So today John’s Gospel extends an invitation to your 
heart – today you are invited to 

Receive Christ’s love & Share with others!

Repent from your unbelief and self-respecting refusal to 
accept help from anyone.  Dear friend - Christ loves you 
more than you could possibly imagine… even though 
your sins are actually far worse than you can possibly 

understand from your present position.  Consider 
carefully again verse 8 of our text,

If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.

No share.  No part.  No fellowship.  No forgiveness.  No 
welcome into eternal joy of God’s presence at your death.
None of that is possible- apart from humble faith.  So 
receive the all-powerful love of Christ today – nothing 
else can truly help …only the love of Christ can lift your 
soul from sin’s dark pit today.

Let’s pray.

<<Love lifted Me>>

Let’s pray our Benediction now as we are dismissed,
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May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

2 Corinthians 13:14

Amen.
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