
3 Building Blocks for Upward Ministry
John 13:31-38 - NCBC, October 2, 2016

 Glory. (31-32) 

o God is glorified through Jesus’ obedience (31a)
o God is glorified through Jesus’ death (31b)
o God is glorified through Jesus’ triumph (32)

** It’s all about God’s glory. (Luke 24:25-27)

So then … Share this Gospel for God’s Glory!

 Love. (33-35) 

o Love sacrificially serves Christ’s followers (33)
o Love just as Christ has loved you (34)
o Love identifies Christ’s followers (35)

** Love is how you know. (1 John 3:11-24)

So then … Love Christians for God’s Glory!

 Humility. (36-38) 

o Humility is willing to wait for God’s timing (36)
o Humility refuses to trust oneself (37)
o Humility is willing to suffer for God’s sake (38)

** God’s grace is sufficient. (1 Peter 5:6-11)

So then … Watch & Pray for God’s Glory in His Time!

Opening Announcements:   

Gloria Smith’s Mom (Jackie Thompson’s Grandma) 
passed on Thursday - Virginia Creekmur. 

<<At Calvary>>

Calvary is a place – a little hilltop just outside the city 
gates of Jerusalem.  And there at Calvary God planted a 
cross so that burdened souls could find forgiveness, 
peace, and true freedom through His mercy and grace.  
Have you received God’s pardon yet?  Have your sins 
been washed whiter than snow by the crimson blood of 
the Lamb of God – Jesus Christ our Lord?

Today it is our joy to worship Christ together by 
submitting ourselves to His Word.  So please open your 
Bibles to the Gospel of John chapter 13, where we 
continue our study from the Upper Room where we 
observe 3 Building Blocks for Upward Ministry today.  
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If you don’t have a Bible with you this morning, please 
catch the attention of the ushers now.  You are welcome 
to take this Bible home as our gift to you, or just simply 
return it after our service by placing it on the table in the 
back of the room.  

You will find John chapter 13 on page 900 in the 
giveaway Bibles this morning.  And while you’re finding 
our text, I just want to say how thankful I am for how 
God’s Spirit is working among you all this fall.  It’s been a 
full several weeks here, not without its challenges…but 
my heart is full of thanksgiving.  

Ladies Bible study of Philippians is off to a great start this
fall with over 90 ladies attending each week!  Praise God 
for so many women who hunger and thirst for God’s 
Word!  What a blessing this is…thanks Lord!  And thanks 
to so many of you who sacrificially serve to make AWANA
possible on Wednesday evenings.  Every week we are 
sharing God’s gospel with ~125 children – praying like 
crazy that God would produce the fruit of faith and 

repentance in the hearts of our loved ones by His 
amazing grace.  

But God’s activity among us has not been confined to the
walls of the church house in recent weeks.  Nearly 100 of
you have sacrificially set aside time to serve one of our 
neighbors with the legitimate need of their grape harvest. 
Wow…what a blessing it is to give!  Some of you served 
yesterday at the community walk in honor of Sasha.  It 
brings such joy to see God’s church loving our neighbors 
with Gospel intentionality and humble compassion.  

And on top of all of this, our own Justin and Codee 
Delagrange have recently started their support raising to 
go to Ecuador to help reach the nations for Christ!  

Church – God is doing a great work here.  I’m so excited 
about the work that God has prepared for Justin and 
Codee – helping to reach the youth of Ecaudor with the 
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ!  It’s a good work.  And 
one that is worthy of our support.  
It takes an entire church to send a missionary.  If every 
New Castle member gave $35/month, Justin and Codee 
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would be ready to leave for the field!  Now certainly 
there’s no obligation or expectation that every member 
can financially support Justin and Codee at this level…
but on behalf of our elders and missions team, we want 
to joyfully encourage you not to miss out on this kingdom 
investment opportunity at the monthly amount that is right
for you!  

So give it some prayerful consideration, and reach out to 
Justin and Codee to learn how you can join their support 
team with faithful prayers and generous giving as we 
together work to fulfill God’s great commission.

Well is your Bible open now to John 13?  Please stand 
with me in honor of God’s Word as I read from John 
chapter 13:31.  Starting in verse 31 of John 13, reading
from the English Standard translation:

31 When he [Judas] had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is 
the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If
God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a 
little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I 

said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am 
going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give 
to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”  36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord,
where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I 
am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow 
afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not 
follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus 
answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly,
I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied 
me three times. 

This is the word of God.  You may be seated. 

Let’s Pray.

On June 27, 2009 it was early morning in Shanghai, 
China.  At 5:30am local time – the unthinkable happened.
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A newly constructed 13-story apartment building toppled 
over onto its side.1The scene was eerie…as the well-built
building largely stayed intact…seemingly just laid on its 
side …by the rain.

Yep… you heard me right.  There wasn’t any big winds in
Shanghai that day – just rain. 

And the effect of the rain was that the brand new, almost 
finished apartment building was a complete loss.  

1 http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2009/06/29/shanghai-building-
collapses-nearly-intact/ 

You see the problem with the Lotus Riverside Apartment 
building was its foundation.  The building was built well 
enough…but its foundation was compromised.

In order to save costs, the builders had used hollow 
concrete pillars for their foundation, rather than the solid 
concrete pillars which the design called for.  And to make 
matters worse…they failed to put any rebar into the 
foundation pillars – so with the least bit of stress the 
hollow and unreinforced pillars snapped, toppling the new
building onto its side.

So here’s Jesus now in the upper room.  He wants to 
prepare His disciples for their future ministry by ensuring 
their faith is on a solid foundation.  And in today’s text we 
find 3 foundational building blocks for upward ministry.  
Apart from these foundations, all ministry will fail to meet 
its intended purpose.  So let’s take heed together to 
Christ’s instructions.

First, in verses 31-32, Christ teaches His disciples about
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Glory. (31-32) 

Remember our setting.  In verse 21 Jesus had just told 
all his disciples that one of them would betray him.  And 
John, the writer of this Gospel… had leaned back as he 
was reclining next to the Lord, and asked him, “Lord, who
is it?” 

No one else must have heard Jesus’ words to John…for 
Jesus revealed to John that the betrayer was none other 
than Judas…and then Jesus told Judas clearly – “What 
you are going to do, do quickly.”

John’s heart must have nearly stopped as he tried to 
comprehend what he was seeing.  Judas immediately got
up, left the table, and went out into the dark night.

And then, as soon as Judas leaves, John hears these 
words in verse 31,

Now is the Son of Man glorified…

Now – at this very point in time – glory has been 
completed for the Son of Man – the very character of 
God is being put on display here in this commissioning of
the betrayer.  At this very time in which the cross is 
looming large – Jesus is glorified.

Do you find it strange that glory is the first thing Jesus 
wants to talk to His disciples about once their fellowship 
is purged from Judas’ evil?  Jesus mentions glory 5 times
in verses 31-32.  So what is the glory of God?  What is 
this foundational building block for all upward ministry?

Glory is very hard to define.  It’s like trying to define the 
word beauty.  It’s hard to put the fullness of its meaning 
into words.  Glory is the fullness of God.  The 
manifestation of the presence of God.  The glory of God 
is the manifest beauty of His holiness.  

Do you remember the prophet Isaiah’s vision of God in 
Isaiah chapter 6 – he saw the angels surrounding the 
very throne of God – calling out “Holy, Holy, Holy…the 
whole earth is full of His … holiness?”  No… that’s not 
what they said.  “Holy, Holy, Holy, the whole earth is full 
of His glory!”  Yes… the glory of God is the revelation of 
God’s multiple perfections.  Anywhere any of God’s 
character or attributes are displayed…God is glorified, or 
honored, or exalted above all!

So the first lesson for the 11 disciples who will carry on 
His ministry is all about God’s glory.

First, in verse 31,
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God is glorified through Jesus’ obedience (31a)

Jesus was willingly laying down his life by going to the 
cross.  No man had to take His life from Him2…He 
commissioned His own betrayer.  Now …as the Son of 
Man took the form of a servant, and humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross…3 now Jesus is glorified.

And then He says, 

God is glorified in him.  Meaning, that 

God is glorified through Jesus’ death (31b)

Isn’t it amazing that the God of resurrection and life can 
manifest His majestic excellencies through His sacrificial 
death for sinners on a cross?  That’s right – the death of 
the Lamb of God results in eternal glory – for at the cross

2 John 10:14-18
3 Philippians 2:7-8

the justice of God is fully on display as our sins meet the 
wrath of God in death.  At the cross the faithfulness of 
God is made manifest as all the prophecies from Genesis
3:15 onward are fulfilled in the suffering Messiah who 
bore our stripes, that we might be healed!  And at the 
cross the love of God is certainly displayed – for here is 
God Himself taking the place of undeserving sinners like 
you and me – dying the death that our sins deserved so 
that we might receive the eternal life of God Himself!!

So no wonder the looming cross directs Jesus’ thoughts 
immediately towards glory.  For then He says,

Since God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in 
Himself, and glorify Him at once.

Translation?  Every part of God’s redemptive plan is 
aimed to bring immediate and certain glory to the Father 
and the Son.  

God is glorified through Jesus’ triumph (32)

Jesus is reminding Himself of the plan here – redemption
isn’t only about a sacrifice…it’s about a resurrection – a 
triumphal ascension back into glory that is certain and 
fixed in the plan of God Himself.  

Jesus desired for the disciples to understand this 
foundational truth.  The glory of God is foundational for all
upward ministry.  Because all upward ministry requires 
sacrificial suffering.  And the strength to suffer comes 
from the foundational desire for God’s glory – for putting 
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God’s attributes and character on display.  For giving 
others a right reputation of God Himself.  

Is that a foundational pillar of your ministry, friend?  You 
see, whatever we do here on earth should be all for 
God’s glory.  Everything Jesus did and left for us – 

** It’s all about God’s glory. (Luke 24:25-27)

Remember what Jesus said after His resurrection on the 
road to Emmaus in Luke 24?

And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  Was it not 
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and 
enter into His glory?  And beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning Himself.

Here’s the point – God’s plan of salvation was not 
primarily about us.  It was about Him!  It was about His 
glory!  On the eve of His suffering, Jesus was consumed 
with glory.  In fact, the entire Old Testament points to the 
glory of God in His plan to grant eternal life by grace 
through faith to sinners who deserve nothing but death.  

All the Scriptures reveal the majestic glory of God!  

So then …if you want to live for the glory of God, then 
you must  Share this Gospel for God’s Glory!

God has created you to participate in this grand scheme 
of redemption – and every time you share the Gospel, 
God’s saving grace, holy justice, and abounding love is 
put on display.  Upward ministry is all about God’s glory –
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and God is glorified every time you tell others about how 
a Holy God died in the place of sinners like you and me.  
And peace, forgiveness, and joy are now freely offered to
every person who simply receives the gift of eternal life 
by faith.  

So this week will you pray for opportunities to go and tell?
Are you living for the glory of God?  Eternal glory often 
comes with the price of momentary suffering… which 
leads us then to the second foundational building block 
for upward ministry, 

Love. (33-35) 

Where there is no suffering, there can be no love; for love
is sacrificial by its very nature.

Put yourself back in John’s position for a moment.  You’re
trying to process the fact that Judas is going to betray 
and kill Jesus…and then Jesus starts talking about glory 
– which is all hard to process…and then in verse 33 
John’s attention is riveted by the word,

Little children. 

Nowhere else in the Gospels is this word used.  In fact 
this word – teknia – is not used any other time in all of the
New Testament – except once right here, and then in the 
letter written by John.  In fact in 1 John he uses Little 
Children 7 times to refer to his beloved church.  The 
upper room burned this tender word into John’s soul.  

Verse 33 pictures a suffering Savior speaking with 
tenderness and affection to his anxious disciples.  
Though His mind was fixed on the glory which was to 
come, His love for His followers was still very evident.

Because the second foundational lesson that Jesus now 
teaches the 11 disciples is all about love.  And

Love always sacrificially serves God’s children (33)

Jesus was going to be with His disciples now for just a 
little while longer – in fact just a matter of hours now.  But
love required that He go away. Love required that He go 
to the cross alone.  No one could come with Him in this 
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work of redemption.  This was a sacrifice for others that 
only Christ could make.  

But Christ tenderly cares for His little children…and so 
He gives this weighty command in verse 34,

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another.  

Love just as Christ has loved you (34)

Now again no other Gospel uses this word “New 
commandment.”  In fact, the only time the New 
Commandment is mentioned in all of the New Testament 
is here in the Gospel of John, and then later in the 1st and
2nd letters of John.  

What is John trying to communicate to us here?  
Certainly, the command to love your neighbor as yourself 
is as old as Leviticus 19… so what is new about Jesus’ 
command to love one another here?

I’ve come to understand that John wrote the letter of 1 
John decades after the upper room to help explain what 
Jesus meant by this command. John never recovered 
from the emotion and wonder of this last supper.  This 
teaching of John 13:34-35 became a foundational pillar 
for all his future ministry – as it should for us today.  

Think about this for a moment.  Jesus is going away.  
One of the disciples is going to commit suicide after 
betraying their Master.  These disciples are going to be 

tested in their love for one another like never before.  And
so Jesus gives them a new command, to love one 
another with the same kind of love that He has loved 
them.  

What makes the new commandment new… is the “Just 
as” Christ loved them.  But what does that mean?  How is
it possible for disciples to love one another just as Christ 
loved them?  

Listen as I read from John’s explanation in 1 John and 
see if you can catch what this means:

1 John 2, starting in verse 8 – At the same time, it is a 
new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true
in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining.  

So the new commandment has something to do with 
what is true in us… just as it was true in Christ – the light 
of the world.  

Let’s keep reading, verse 9,
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Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is 
still in darkness.  Whoever loves his brother abides in the
light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. 

So to love with a new commandment love has something
to do with abiding in the light… abiding in Christ Himself. 

Let’s look now at 1 John chapter 4.

Verse 7.  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God.  Verse 12… No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us.  
 
Are you catching John’s drift here?  Our love for one 
another gives evidence of our abiding in God.  To love 
one another as Christ loved us is… to love others with 
God’s love that He puts in us by His Spirit when we are 
born again!  This is a supernatural love.  New 
commandment love towards one another is only possible 
in new covenant relationship towards God!    

You see as long as Jesus was physically present with His
disciples – Christ followers were easily recognized.  They
were the people who were actually with Jesus.  Following
Him around.  Eating with Him.  Praying with Him.  
Physically being with Him. 

But now…Jesus was going to go away.  The physical 
presence of Jesus would no longer identify who is one of 
Christ’s true disciples.  Instead, Jesus says in verse 35,

By this – and He’s speaking of the new commandment 
here – By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.  

Love identifies Christ’s followers (35)

Not just any kind of love – but the love from God that fills 
a heart which has been born again by His Spirit.   

John’s commentary on Jesus’ upper room teaching is 
clear - 
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** Love is how you know. (1 John 3:11-24)

1 John 3:14,

We know we have passed out of death into life, because 
we love the brothers.  

1 John drives home Jesus’ teaching from John 13 in this 
simple way.  Once you’ve been born again by the Spirit of
God, you will love God’s children.  Christ-like love is the 
fruit of eternal life.  If you do not love God’s children just 
as Christ loved them, then you are not born of God.  But 
because God has first loved us – we are now able to 
keep the new commandment and love others with a 
sacrificial and genuine love that is willing to suffer for their
eternal benefit – just as Christ did for us. 

So then …what’s our application from John 13:34-35? 
By the power of Christ’s Spirit which is now in us, we 
must Love Christians for God’s Glory!

This makes so much sense from the standpoint of the 11.
They are soon going to be spread around the known 
world for the sake of the Gospel.  How is the world going 
to know that James is just as much a disciple of Christ as
Peter, and John, and Mark?  It’s the supernatural love 
that these 11 church planters would show to one another.

Temptations for infighting and suspicion among the 
disciples were going to be fierce after Jesus’ death.  But 
the fact that these men continued to love one another 
would be a supernatural testimony to the world that their 
Master is Jesus Christ – and that they are not on a self-
serving spiritual leadership ego-kick. 

I draw out this point because so many Christian leaders 
spend so little time actually loving other leaders.  Too 
much pride.  Too much turf war.  Too much ministry to be 
done… and so pastors and elders tolerate doing spiritual 
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business together, but rarely truly know each other, much
less actually love one another.  

But the first application of the new commandment for 
these 11 church planters was for them to love one 
another – Christian leaders loving other Christian leaders
sacrificially – all by the supernatural power of God’s 
Spirit. 

It sounds funny to say, but it’s true that our love for other 
Christians can at times be too self-serving.  It’s too easy 
to just love “my own people” rather than truly caring and 
investing in other Christian leaders who are not part of 
“my” ministry.  But whose glory are we seeking after all?  
What was the first building block of upward ministry?  

Yeah…the glory and exaltation of God.  And that’s shown
as Spirit-filled disciples give evidence of being born again
by their prayers, trust, forgiveness, and sacrificial service 
towards other children of God.  First, towards other 
Christian leaders who are not part of our own ministry.  
And then second, towards all Christians whether near or 
far.  

So here we sit in worship surrounded by maps of our 
communities.  Communities we pray God will help us 
reach with His Gospel this fall.  And in many of these 
communities, we can find born-again pastors and elders 
who are faithfully ministering the saving name of Jesus – 
even though they are not part of our ministry here at New
Castle Bible Church.  

So how does God’s love in us express itself towards 
these Gospel partners of ours in our communities?  Is 
there a way that we can be better fulfilling the great 
commandment as we seek to sacrificially love and serve 
God’s faithful disciple-makers in our communities?  

In the coming weeks we are going to add some Gospel 
Partners to our community maps – presenting other 
Christ-honoring ministries who are working to make true 
disciples of Christ.  When possible, we’ll try to include the
names of their leadership.  So that for 1) we can be 
church who loves God’s children with our prayers.  And 
for 2) …we can have better visibility to who God may be 
calling you to love within your community…so that the 
world would know that we are all united in our 
commitment to the glory of Christ …far more than we are 
committed to any commitment to the progress of our little 
family here outside of Mackinaw that we refer to as New 
Castle Bible Church.  

One of my dear ministry friends is Pastor Jason Alligood 
from Fellowship Bible Church in Peoria.  And every week,
Pastor Jason prays for another Gospel ministry as part of
their worship services… he’s prayed for us here at New 
Castle several times since I’ve started pastoring here.  
 
This kind of love requires humility, doesn’t it?  And 
wouldn’t you know it, that’s where Jesus’ instruction takes
us next.  

But for that part of the message, we’re going to have to 
wait until next week.  Because our time is gone this 
morning.  
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So we’ve laid down 2 building blocks this morning…and 
we’ll get another one next week.  But as you minister – 
make sure that your life and love is rooted and grounded 
in the glory of Christ more than any personal delight or 
agenda.  And excel yet more in your love for one another 
– for the fruit of Christ’s Spirit is love. 

Let’s pray.

<<Blessed Assurance>>

Let’s pray our Benediction now as we are dismissed,

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

2 Corinthians 13:14  
Amen.

At this time we have a brief intermission, and then we will
be starting our special Adoption Celebration service at

________.  You are all invited to stay right here and join
us for a very special brief worship service celebrating
some recent adoptions within our church family.  This

service should take about ½ hour, and everyone is invited
to stay for a lunch afterwards as well.

So please take a quick break – retrieve your children
from nursery & children’s church, and return back to your

seats promptly by _______ for the beginning of our
special Adoption Celebration service.  
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