
Abiding in Christ
John 15:1-11 - NCBC, October 30, 2016

Main Point: True disciples abide in Christ to bear much fruit.

o God’s work (1-3)

 
o My Responsibility (4-5)

o Fruitful Results (6-11)

Application:  Focus on your fellowship with Christ.

Opening Announcements:   

<<Jesus Messiah>>

   
Jesus is Lord.  He is God with us.  Emmanuel.  And 
we’ve gathered to worship Him this morning.

Please take your copy of God’s Word this morning and 
open to John chapter 15.

    
If you don’t have a Bible with you this morning, please 
catch the attention of the ushers now.  You are welcome 
to take this Bible home as our gift to you, or just simply 
return it after our service by placing it on the table in the 
back of the room.  

A special thank you today to all who set aside some time 
for prayer this week.  On Friday afternoon I ran into a 
handful of our students who had just finished praying 
together at the Methodist Church uptown…and it was so 
neat to see their enthusiasm for praying together.  They 
were lamenting the fact that their schedules didn’t allow 
them the opportunity to come and pray together at 2am in
the morning….Wow…  when’s the last time you’ve heard 
a teenager say they wish they could get up in the middle 
of the night to pray?

Church – thanks for being a praying people.  Thanks for 
crying out and worshipping our good Father in your 
prayers.  May God continue to grant your requests as 
you fervently continue to pray His will.
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You will find John chapter 15 on page 901 in the 
giveaway Bibles this morning.  

In honor of God’s Word, I’d invite you to stand as I read 
from John chapter 15.  Reading from the English 
Standard translation, Jesus teaches:

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 
2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes 
away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, 
that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean 
because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in 
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If 
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the 

Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 
love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in 
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to 
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
full.

These are the Words of our Lord. You may be seated.

Let’s Pray.

Ever since our church family had the opportunity to help 
with grape harvest this year, I’ve been itching to preach 
today’s text from John chapter 15.

The closer you get to vines, branches, and fruit, the more
meaningful this text becomes.  Let’s review a bit where 
we find Jesus and the disciples as we come to this 
teaching.
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Jesus and his 11 faithful disciples have been in the upper
room.  They’ve just celebrated the Lord’s Supper.  And 
Jesus is loving them to the uttermost with His teaching – 
assuring their troubled hearts that He will send the Holy 
Spirit to be with them forever – even after He goes away 
to make all the necessary provisions for them to live with 
God forever.

And then the last verse in chapter 14 says this,

Rise, let us go from here. 

Jesus and the disciples now get up from the table, and 
begin their passage through the busy Passover streets of
Jerusalem, as they head towards one of their favorite 
resting places in the Garden of the Winepress:  the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  As they slip out the city and 
pass down into the Kidron valley, the hussle of the busy 
city quiets under the moonlit sky.  They start to file 
through the vineyards that lined the valley at the time.  
And somewhere in the middle of this vineyard…under the
light of full moon of Passover, Jesus stops, gathers the 11

disciples around him, and looks at the vines, and the 
branches, and the fruit that is ready to be harvested.

And He says,

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  

Disciples – I want to make sure you get this.  I’m the 
perfect vine.  I’m your source of life.  Yes the prophets 
spoke of Israel being God’s vine.1  But…I’m the true vine.
Regardless of your national connections, it is your 
personal connection to me that will mean everything now.

I am your vine, you are my branches.  And God the 
Father is like the farmer who is carefully watching over 
you until the harvest.  He is deeply interested in your 
close union with me.

So abide in me.  Remain in close union with me. 
Because,  

True disciples abide in Christ to bear much fruit.

1 Psalm 80:8-16; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremaih 2:21; Ezekiel 15:1-8, 19:10; Hosea 
10:1
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If you want to have a fruitful upward ministry… then you 
will focus on your fellowship with me.  God the Father is 
your vinedresser – He will help you.  But disciples – your 
responsibility is to abide.

So let’s consider first, 

God’s Work in this metaphor of vines and branches.

Verses 2-3 read,

Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes 
away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, 
that it may bear more fruit.  Already you are clean 
because of the word that I have spoken to you.

Now there’s a lot here.  So let’s unpack it carefully.  

What are the three activities of the Father in these 
verses?

In verse 2, he takes away or lifts up the branch with no 
fruit.  Then he prunes the branch that does bear fruit.  
And in verse 3, we observe that God has already 
cleansed us because of our faith in Christ’s words.   

So God’s work in this metaphor is focused on true 
believers.

Verse 2 says it clearly – every branch that is in me. Is 
your life hidden with Christ?  That’s union with Christ 
language.  Verse 3 secures the point – already you are 
all clean… 
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Remember John 13:10 – when He was washing their 
feet, Jesus said they were all clean, but not every one of 
you.  For Judas was still among them then.  So here, in 
John 15, I believe Jesus is referring to branches who are 
believers in Christ – those who are clean and justified by 
faith in Christ alone.  

But this raises a question with his next statement, 
because Jesus teaches that Every branch in me that 
does not bear fruit the Father takes away…  or some 
translations use the words remove, cut off.  

What does this mean?  If a branch is in Christ…justified 
by God through faith… can it be cut off and taken away 
from Christ if it does not bear any fruit?

Let’s put on our Greek classes and take a closer look.  
The Greek word that Jesus uses here is the word “airo.”  
And it has two legitimate meanings – one means “to cut 
off,” “to take away,” or “to remove.”  (And this is how all 
English translations, and incidentally how most Bible 
teachers today interpret this word.)  But the same word 
can also mean “to lift up” or “to pick up.”  For example, 

Take up your cross and follow me…2  is this same Greek 
word.  So context determines the meaning of the word.

The traditional interpretation is the first one, and it is 
legitimate.  But to argue that God removes a branch 
which is not fruit-bearing from the vine … you have to 
allow for the fact that every branch that is “in me” is only 
speaking of association and profession…not true 
possession of eternal life.  The fact that the person’s life 
bears no fruit becomes evidence that they are not in 
Christ after all – and therefore No Fruit means No Life…
and the Father takes them away in judgment and 
condemnation similar to that spoken of in verse 6.  

But even though my own pastoral mentors take this 
interpretation, I believe the second legitimate meaning of 
this word makes the best sense in this context. 

Every branch in me that does not bear fruit…God the 
vinedresser lifts up.  He picks up the branch that finds 
itself in a barren season without spiritual fruit, and 

2 Luke 9:23, c.f. Matthew 9:6b “take up your bed…” or Matthew 14:20 
“they took up twelve baskets full of fragments…”, etc.
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disciplines and trains it…so that the result is maturing 
movement – from No Fruit to Fruit.

This past week I had the privilege of getting some vine-
tending lessons from the owners of our local vineyard.  
They explained to me that if a branch gets caught down 
in the grass and gets mired down into the mud… the 
buds which are supposed to produce fruit will actually 
become roots instead.  And that branch will root itself into
the world that is around it.  

So what does a good vinedresser do?  He comes along 
and picks up that branch…lifting it up and tying it onto the
trellis – training and guiding it outward and upward so 
that the buds will again produce fruit in the light of the 
Son!

This is the good work of God.  It is His training discipline. 
Uprooting our tendency to root ourselves in this world…
He loves us enough to … how does Hebrews 12 say it?

Verse 6 – The Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom He receives…Verse 10 - For 

[earthly fathers] disciplined us for a short time as it 
seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, 
that we may share in His holiness.  For the moment all 
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it 
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who 
have been trained by it.

Have you ever been disciplined by your Heavenly 
Father?  It is always painful isn’t it?  He might reprove 
you with conviction.  God may chastise you with physical 
or relational loss.  But His goal is the fruit of your 
righteousness...that you might be awakened from your 
contented apathy.  The sin of worldliness is hindering 
your fruit-bearing…and so He comes with painful, but 
restorative discipline…to train you again to bear fruit.    

But verse 2 doesn’t stop there.  For Jesus says,

And every branch [in me] that does bear fruit, God 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
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True disciple… God is at work in your life.  He is 
disciplining you when you are not bearing fruit…and He 
is testing you, or pruning you, when you do bear fruit!

This may surprise you if you’ve been influenced by the 
false gospel that is so popular today.  There is a popular 
teaching today that says if you are honoring God with 
your life – He will keep you from pain and give you 
nothing but prosperity.

But for the branch in Christ that is bearing fruit…Jesus 
says, God the Father works to prune us…so that we go 
from Fruit to More Fruit!

This sounds a lot like James 1 and 1 Peter 1:
 

Count it all joy my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness.  

God prunes branches which bear fruit.  Translation – He 
tests us.  

But I thought God was good?  Yes.  He is.  
But testing is painful to me.  Yes, it is.  

Why would God purposefully bring pain into my life when 
I’m doing so well in living for Him already?  Because 
harvest is coming, and more fruit means more joy!

But I thought that the more I was living for God, the less 
pain I’d have on this earth!  Well...that’s the lie of the 
prosperity gospel.  Jesus is teaching you today that God 
cuts unnecessary foliage off those that bear fruit.

You see dear loved one of God, you should not get angry
at God for the fiery trial which may be trying you … God 
is at work in you.  He has a fruitful purpose for your pain.

God’s pruning prioritizes your energies and focuses you 
on what truly matters – the Gospel, eternity, and 
relationships.  

So Jesus wants us to know that God is at work for our 
eternal joy and glory. 
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For those in Christ whom He has justified, God 
redemptively disciplines and purposefully tests…all for an
increase in future joy and blessing.

So that’s the Father’s work among His children.  What 
then is 
 

My Responsibility? (4-5)

Verses 4-5, Jesus makes it very clear, 

Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in me.  I am the vine; you are the 
branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing.

In other words, 

I must abide in Christ, and I must see to it that He abides 
in me.

When we speak of a branch abiding in a vine, we are 
speaking of the connecting relationship between the 
branch and the vine.  Their place of union.  If there’s no 
abiding, verse 5 - we can do nothing.  No person can 
have any upward ministry on their own.  Nothing.  There 
is only one imperative command in this passage for those
of us who are born again – and it is this – to abide in 
Christ, and see to it that He abides in me.

Do you desire a fruitful life of Christian service for your 
Lord and Savior?  Spiritual fruit is not produced by trying 
harder, attending more church events, or completing 
more activities.  No. If you desire to live a life pleasing to 
God…then focus on abiding in Christ.  

But what does it mean to abide?  I’m so glad you asked!  
By looking carefully at this text, and considering 1 John, 
we glean a good understanding of what it means to abide
in Christ.
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Abiding in Christ first means to believe on Christ.  Verse 
3 tells the disciples they have already been made clean 
by believing the Gospel.  1 John 4:15 says that whoever 
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in 
him, and he in God.  

Verse 16 goes on, …God is love, and whoever abides in 
love abides in God, and God abides in Him. 

Translation:  To abide in Christ means to rest in His love. 
Do you believe that Christ loves you with the same love 
that the Father loves Christ?  Look at verse 9 of John 
15.  No matter what testing God might be walking you 
through right now… you can abide in Him… rest in His 
perfect and purifying love for you. 

To abide also means to receive His Spirit.  Just as a 
branch receives its energy and life from the vine, so 
likewise 1 John 4:13 says,

By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, 
because He has given us of His Spirit. 

So I ask you this morning – are you focusing the energies
of your life on abiding in Christ?  If so, then you will be 
continuing in His word.  You see this most clearly in that 
short phrase in the middle of verse 7 of our text today… 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you.

Is God’s word dwelling in you richly?  This is what it 
means to walk in His Spirit.3  To abide in Christ means 
that His words are abiding in me and 

Whoever is in the practice of keeping his commandments
abides in God, and God in Him.4

In short, abiding is a lifestyle of faith in God and union 
with Christ.
  

Abiding in Christ is how true disciples mature…and come
to bear much fruit.

3 Compare Col 3:16ff and Eph 5:18-19ff
4 1 John 3:24
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In our barren seasons of apathy and worldly idolatry…
God disciplines us so that we might be stimulated to bear
fruit.  And as we bear fruit, God tests us… strengthening 
our eternal priorities so that we might bear even more 
fruit.  And as we experience God’s discipline and testing 
over time… the command for us is always the same – to 
abide and remain in Christ.  

So what’s the fruit?  It’s Christ-likeness.  The fruit of the 
Spirit as taught in Galatians 5:22-23.  Fruit like what 
Christ highlights in verses 7-11.

For starting in verse 6, Christ turns His attention to the 
Fruitful Results (6-11) results of such union. 

Verse 6 is a sober warning,

If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into a fire, and burned.

Notice the huge difference between verse 6 and verse 2. 
In verse 2 – the branch was in Christ, but bearing no fruit.
And God’s response was redemptive discipline.

But here in verse 6 – there is no personal connection with
Christ.  This is one who does not abide in me.  No faith.  
No resting in Christ’s love.  No Spirit.  No love for God’s 
word, and no practice of obedience.  The result of such a 
life – no matter how respectable to earthlings here and 
now – is eternal punishment and the judgment of fire. 

Do you believe in hell?  Jesus does.  And so today 
everyone who hears my voice is commanded to abide in 
Christ alone.  Only a fool would refuse to be grafted into 
the life-giving vine by faith in Jesus Christ alone.  Will you
repent of your sins, and enter into personal relationship 
with God Himself through faith in His Son?  If so, there 
are many fruitful results awaiting those who are abiding in
Christ:

Verse 7 says that our prayers will be answered. Verse 8 
– our Father will be glorified as our salvation is assured.  
Verse 9 – we will come to a place of rest as God’s love is
embraced.  Verse 10, God-powered obedience will be 
experienced in our own fight against sin, and verse 11, 
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we will be awed as we enjoy the very same joy that God 
has for Christ.  

In short – abiding in Christ unites us with Christ and all of 
His glory and blessedness.  

No wonder Jesus wanted his anxious disciples to 
understand that,

True disciples abide in Christ to bear much fruit.

So this morning… I want to press into your soul and call 
you all to,

Focus on your fellowship with Christ.

Stop trying to pursue spiritual blessing or fruitfulness with
more activity.  Martha, Martha… be still.  Mary has 
chosen the better part.5  Pursue spiritual intimacy with 
God through His word.  Focus on abiding, more than on 
producing…that you may bear much fruit.

As I thought about us all this week… I rejoiced that God 
has granted us faith and repentance…that Christ is our 
life. And that He has given us His Spirit.  And then it hit 
me… if we are to focus on abiding in Christ – then we 
must focus more on continuing in His Word.

Can I ask you, 

When’s the last time you read the Bible for yourself?  
How healthy is your private devo time? 

This morning I want to encourage and challenge each of 
you towards a more fruitful personal time in God’s word.  

First with some very practical tips, and then with some 
motivation to awaken your heart’s desire to drink deeply 
from the fountain of life which is called the Word of God.

First, let me encourage you with some very practical 
strategies for your own fruitful devotions:

5 Luke 10:38-42
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Prioritize your time in God’s Word.  Set aside your best 
time for Bible reading.  Give God the opportunity to have 
the first word of your day.  

Choose a place where you can be undistracted, alone, 
and focused.  

Make sure your heart is prepared to connect with God – 
that you are awake and alert, that you have a Bible with 
you…and something to take notes or record your 
thoughts.

And then comes the actual procedure of what to do… 
start with a simple prayer of faith – asking God to give 
you understanding, and then read the Word.  And sit and 
ponder it.  Meditate on what the Scriptures say.

Is there a command to obey?
Is there a promise to claim?
Is there a sin to avoid?
Is there a lesson to learn?
Is there a new truth to take with you today?6

6 http://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/how-to-have-a-meaningful-quiet-

And then as you conclude …pray that God will help you 
to practice it.  To obey what He has shown to you.  And to
share it with others. 

If you have never experienced a fruitful pattern of 
personal devotions… I pray this will help.  But in one last 
ditch effort to awaken your soul’s motivation to abide in 
God’s Word this week, I’d like to direct your attention to 
the screen as we consider the wonder that God Himself 
wrote a book…and today is inviting you to know Him as 
you allow His words to abide in you:

”God Wrote a Book” Video from Desiring God 
https://vimeo.com/130148742 

Church – Jesus is the vine.  You are the branches.  Abide
in Him…and see to it that His words abide in you.  By this
is the Father glorified, that there might be a great harvest 
of righteousness from you.

Let’s pray our Benediction now as we are dismissed,

time-1338122.html 
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May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
2 Corinthians 13:14  
Amen.
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