
Bearing Witness
John 15:18-16:4 - NCBC, November 6, 2016

Main Point:  God’s Spirit will empower your witness for Christ 
when persecuted.

 Expect to be persecuted (18-25)
o By those who hate Jesus (18)
o By those who hate Jesus’ followers (19-20)
o By those who don’t know Jesus’ Father (21)
o By those who have no reason to hate Jesus’ Father 

(22-25)
 

 Expect to bear witness for Christ (26-27)
o Enabled by the Helper (26)
o Evidencing the Gospel’s power (27)

 
 Expect to be persecuted (16:1, 4)

o By social exclusion (2a)
o By physical pain (2b-3)

Application:  Don’t despair, but joyfully bear witness for Christ.

Opening Announcements:   

Thank You for Service Projects
Prayers for Grogg Family – Phil’s step-mom Betty Grogg
Parent-Child Dedication – 2nd Service
International Day of the Persecuted Church

<<You Never Let Go>>

   
I pray your hearts are strengthened by these truths – 
your God will never let go of you.  You are safe in His 
everlasting arms.

Please open your copy of God’s Word this morning to 
John chapter 15, verse 18.

    
If you don’t have a Bible with you this morning, please 
catch the attention of the ushers now.  You are welcome 
to take this Bible home as our gift to you, or just simply 
return it after our service by placing it on the table in the 
back of the room.  
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The first Sunday is November is set aside every year as 
the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 
Church.  And so today we are jumping ahead since 
Jesus starts to prepare the disciples for persecution in 
verse 18.  It’s a very fitting passage for us to consider on 
a day that is focused on our persecuted brothers and 
sisters… so we’ll come back to Christ’s teaching on 
loving one another in verses 12-17 next Sunday – which 
will be a fitting passage for our consideration the Sunday 
following our nation’s elections.

And speaking of Tuesday’s elections, let me just 
encourage you all to pray for God’s mercy and favor upon
our nation.  Pray for repentance for our leaders.  Our 
hope is not in politics.  America is not a Christian nation.  
So we pray – and humbly seek to love our neighbor more
than ourselves.

Some of you might ask – in a year like this one – who 
should I vote for?  First pray for God’s wisdom.  Don’t 
violate your conscience with your vote.  Vote for issues 
that you believe will pursue righteousness, value life, and
better care for the poor.  The voter’s guides on the tables 
today are available to help you do your homework.

Then as you vote, first show yourself a citizen of the 
Heavenly kingdom.  Be more concerned about winning 
souls with the rhetoric of your life and your facebook 
account, than by proving the other party wrong.  

The foot of the cross is level.  It’s not us against them.  
We have all gone astray… and forsaken our God.  

And so we assemble today to remind ourselves of Good 
News – that Jesus Christ is King, and we have been 
mercifully made His citizens.  May our prayers, our 
humility, and our love be a compelling witness this week 
– especially towards those who may vote differently than 
we do this week.  

You will find John chapter 15:18 on page 902 in the 
giveaway Bibles this morning.  

In honor of God’s Word, I’d invite you to stand as I read 
starting in John 15:18, from the English Standard 
translation:

18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me 
before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world 
would love you as its own; but because you are not of 
the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you:
‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept 
my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things 
they will do to you on account of my name, because they
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do not know him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and 
spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, 
but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever 
hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done 
among them the works that no one else did, they would 
not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated 
both me and my Father. 25 But the word that is written in 
their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a 
cause.’ 26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send 
to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds 
from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And 
you also will bear witness, because you have been with 
me from the beginning. 16 “I have said all these things to
you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will put you out 
of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when 
whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. 
3 And they will do these things because they have not 
known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said these things 
to you, that when their hour comes you may remember 
that I told them to you. 

These are the Words of our Lord. You may be seated.

Let’s Pray.

On this day that we’ve set aside to pray for persecuted 
believers, it is my joy to introduce you to one of our 
Christian brothers from Nigeria.  

His name is Habila Adamu.  On November 28, 2012, at 
11pm Habila was shot in the face in front of his wife 

Vivian and his 6-year old son David.  It was all because 
he refused to deny Jesus Christ.

Here’s his story.  4 Boko Haram gunman broke into his 
house with AK-47s.  They said they were there to do the 
work of Alla.  The leader asked Habila why he refused to 
accept Islam as a religion.  Habila said, “Because I am a 
Christian.”  One of the gunman told his wife Vivian to beg 
him to save his life by converting to Islam.  But he 
interrupted them saying, “I cannot change my mind.  I am
a Christian.  I would rather die as a Christian.”  One of 
them then asked him, “Are you ready to die as a 
Christian?”  And when Habila said, “Yes, I am ready to 
die as a Christian,” they shot him in the face, and left him 
for dead.  

As he was lying on the floor, he remembers hearing his 
wife weep over him and ask God why He took her 
husband and the children’s father so soon. He didn’t want
her to sin, so he mustered the strength to talk to his wife 
before slipping out of consciousness. “She was crying so 
many tears,” he said. “Neither of us thought I would 
survive so I told her that to live in this world was to live for
Christ. I told her to look after our son and herself.”  

Vivian ran to get help from the Christian neighbors, only 
to find that all the others had been killed as well.  Twelve 
of Habila’s neighbors died that night from the murderous 
raiders – all because they were Christians, and refused 
to renounce their faith in Jesus Christ.  
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Miraculously Habila survived.  Though his rehabilitation 
and recovery have been very difficult, Habila gives all 
credit to God and His Holy Spirit who strengthened him.  

Habila strongly believes something that God wants to 
teach us this morning.      
 

God’s Spirit will empower your witness for Christ when 
you are persecuted.

When you are tried beyond your strength, and tested 
past your breaking point… don’t lose heart – God’s Spirit 
will empower your witness when persecuted.

Jesus had just taught his disciples to abide in Christ to 
bear much fruit.  Only in our union with Christ can we 
love one another, have joy, and participate in effective 
prayer.  

Faith unites the Christian with Christ Himself so intimately
that everything changes.  But a new relationship with 
Christ means a new relationship with the world.  And so 
in verse 18, Jesus teaches us to,

Expect to be persecuted (18-25)

What was true for the disciples is still true for us today.  
When you connect yourself by faith to Jesus Christ, you 
must expect to be hated and persecuted,

By those who hate Jesus (18)

But you ask, who hates Jesus?  The world.  In other 
words…all of human society that seeks to live apart from 
God.   

Even before Christ was born He was hated.  Remember 
King Herod killing all the babies in Bethlehem? Men apart
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from God, hate God for being God. “People loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were 
evil” (Jn 3:19).  

So don’t be surprised,

By those who hate Jesus’ followers (19-20)

Look carefully at verse 19,

If you were of the world, [which you are not] the world 
would love you as its own [but it does not]; but because 
you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you.

When you personally encounter the hostility and hatred 
of the world towards you – not just hatred towards Christ,
but hatred towards you personally, are you surprised?  
Offended?  Caused to stumble in your faith?

Jesus’ teaching is clear.  Since the world hates God, it 
hates His Son Jesus.  And since the world hates Jesus, it
hates His followers too.  

Christian, vs 19 gives two reasons the world hates you. 
First, “because you are not of the world.”  When we are 
born from above, the Holy Spirit transfers our citizenship 
from this world to heaven.  We no longer value money, 
property, social status, and position like we used to.  It’s 
harder and harder to enjoy the language, the spirit, and 
the priorities of our former friends.  The believer who is 
growing deeper and deeper into Christ will quickly find 
himself “out of step” and “out of place” with the 
unbelieving world. 

Now look at the end of verse 19 for the 2nd reason the 
world hates Jesus’ followers. Because Jesus chose them.
It’s sad, but it’s true.  The world hates grace. 

God’s divine election and choosing is emphasized all 
throughout the Gospel of John.  In verse 16, Jesus told 
the disciples that they didn’t choose him, but He chose 
them and appointed them to go and bear fruit.  By grace 
and grace alone, God sets His love upon His children, 
and gives them divine purpose.

Jesus’ point is clear.  The world only loves its own 
children.  The servant must expect to follow in his 
Master’s steps, and to be treated the same way Jesus 
was treated.  

“Persecute” means to chase like a wild beast.  The 
reason those men came to Habila Adamu’s home that 
night was that they were “hunting” for Jesus’ followers.   

Christ is the head, and we are His body.  Do you expect 
the world to treat you different than it treated Christ?  
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If you are abiding in Christ, you should expect to be 
persecuted,

By those who don’t know Jesus’ Father (21)

But all these things they will do to you on account of my 
name, because they do not know him who sent me.

The root cause for the persecution of Jesus’ followers 
today is the world’s ignorance of God.  It’s no coincidence
that the “Christian hunters” came in the name of Allah 
that night.  The God of the Muslim is not the God of 
Christ.  Do not become confused by the peace-faking 
dialogue of our day.  The God of Abraham is the same 
God who goes by the Name Jesus Christ.  And anyone 
who rejects Jesus rejects His Father who sent Him.

So expect persecution and hatred from this world…even,

By those who have no reason to hate Jesus’ Father (22-
25)

The words and works of Jesus gave the world every 
reason they’d ever need to believe on Him!  But after 
seeing all of this they rejected Him and the Father who 
sent Him in wicked hatred of unbelief.  

In our blame-shifting culture we can understand this, 
right?  When brought face to face with the ugliness of our
sin, instead of repenting and trusting in our Savior, we 
seek to kill the messenger.

It’s like getting pulled over for speeding.  You’re driving 
home delighted by the good weather and wide open 
roads that give you the freedom get the dust bunnies out 
of your engine.  But when you get pulled over by that 
officer with a radar gun, you become angry – not at 
yourself for speeding, but at the officer for writing you a 
ticket! That’s how the world responds to God’s Gospel!

So note, the Gospel of Christ doesn’t make us sinners—it
reveals that we are sinners. And on judgment day, those 
who are not abiding in Christ will have no excuse.
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If you are yet outside of Christ this morning, please 
understand that there is no valid reason for your sinful 
rejection of Jesus Christ.  God is drawing you to Christ 
with the testimony of His Scriptures.  Humble yourself 
and repent of your sins.  Believe on Jesus Christ whom 
God has sent to be your Savior, your forgiveness, and 
your peace. 

And then join with the redeemed, who all must, 

Expect to bear witness for Christ (26-27)

You see the disciples had to be thinking…

“Lord – if the world didn’t believe your supernatural words
and works… how can we have an effective witness to the
world after you leave?”

So Jesus wants them to know their witness will be,

Enabled by the Helper (26)

Look at verse 26 again.

But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you 
from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the
Father, he will bear witness about me. 

The Holy Spirit is the Helper.  Here the Son of God is 
sending the Spirit of God from the Father of God. One 
God in being, but three persons in function.  What 
marvelous wonder of our God!

And the Spirit here is again called “the Spirit of truth” to 
emphasize that His function is to communicate truth, just 
as Jesus is the truth (14:6).

Truly, the Holy Spirit is sent to bear witness about Christ. 
“He will bear witness about me” Jesus teaches. The Spirit
is the supreme witness for Christ, and His ministry is 
always Christ-centered.  JI Packer describes the Spirit’s 
ministry as a “floodlight ministry” with Jesus always being
the One highlighted by His beam. In other words, the 
chief purpose of the Holy Spirit is not to bring about 
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independent revelation, but draw out the significance of 
historical revelation.  The Holy Spirit’s ministry is to make 
Christ known!  

In this context, this means God’s Spirit enables your 
witness for Christ when you are persecuted, so 
that….

Look at verse 27,

You also will bear witness, because you have been with 
me from the beginning.

Translation, God’s Spirit will empower you to bear 
witness for Christ, using your life as 

Evidence for the Gospel’s power (27)

I don’t know about you, but when I hear stories like 
Habila’s, I question whether or not my flabby faith would 
be strong enough to bear witness for Christ like that. 

But Christ is assuring us this morning – because the Holy
Spirit empowers us to bear witness for Christ!  

Listen to Mark 13:11,

And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do 
not be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say 
whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who 
speak, but the Holy Spirit.

So when you are attacked by the world, cry out for the 
Spirit to show you more of Christ!  Go deeper into His 
Word that you might see Christ!  And in seeing Christ in 
all of His glory, you will be kept from stumbling. 

For that’s exactly why Jesus gives us this warning.  
According to chapter 16:1,

I have said all these things to you to keep you from 
falling away.  

To be forewarned, is to be forearmed.  So fellow Christ-
followers,
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Expect to be persecuted (16:1, 4)

Verse 4, repeats Christ’s concern,

I have said these things to you, that when the hour of 
persecution comes, you may remember that I told them 
to you.  

Jesus doesn’t ever want his disciples to be surprised by 
the world’s hatred and persecution of them.  There’s no 
reason for a believer to be offended or to stumble when 
they face the blazing furnace of the world’s persecution.  
The Spirit strengthened Habila when he looked down the 
barrel of an AK-47 in the middle of the night, and so He 
will strengthen you.

There’s two primary means of persecution highlighted in 
this text, and it’s worth briefly noting for you now. 

First, prepare to be persecuted,

By social exclusion (2a)

The world marginalizes those who profess faith in Christ. 
Expect it.  Whether you are expelled economically, 
verbally, or socially in some way…the world wants to put 
Christ and those who manifest Him…out of their way.  

Don’t be surprised when your reputation is slandered.  
Rejoice and be glad that your identification with the world
is so obvious to them.  

And then expect to be persecuted by,

By physical pain (2b-3) as well.
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It’s not a coincidence that the gunman who invaded 
Habila Adamu’s home said they were there to do the 
work of God.  This is a fulfillment of Christ’s words in 
verse 2.  

In America we are quick to claim our “rights” for safety 
and comfort…but Christian –  rape, torture, bullying, 
kidnapping, slavery, and physical harassment are 
commonly experienced by many of our brothers and 
sisters in Christ every day. Just because they believe in a
God of grace, mercy, and love. 

Certainly the experience of the 11 disciples confirms this 
reality:

Every one of the 11 apostles except John died a martyr’s 
death.  And this doesn’t include Mark who was dragged 
to pieces in Alexandria, or Stephen who was stoned for 
the Name of Christ in Acts 7, or the many others that 
Saul had killed according to Acts 9.  

But do you know what’s amazing about this to me?  
Without exception every one of the 11 disciples faced the 

world’s murderous hatred without falling away.  Not one 
of them turned from Christ.

God’s Spirit kept them from becoming offended at Christ 
and His cross, and empowered their witness of Christ.

That should give us great courage today church.  So,
 

Don’t despair, but joyfully bear witness for Christ.
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Yes, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
be persecuted.1   

But receive this sober warning with the encouragement 
that such persecution doesn’t take your Lord by surprise, 
and nor should it you.  The Helper is here to bear witness
of Jesus in the midst of our trouble.  This Holy Spirit will 
bear witness for Christ through you – so be of good 
cheer!

Persecution towards us – whether by social or physical 
cruelty – is certain.  But there is not the slightest hint in 
this passage that we should retreat into safe havens and 
cease witnessing for Jesus.  In fact just the opposite is 
expected.  Jesus has left us with the Holy Spirit, and He 
will bear witness of Christ to us, in us, and through us.  

So this morning let’s spend some time praying together 
for our brothers and sisters who even now are enduring 
great persecution.  

You have an insert in your worship folder this morning 
entitled “How to Prayer for the Persecuted Church.”  

So as some background music is played for us, let’s take 
a moment and quietly pray.  Let’s pray for our brothers 
and sisters in Nigeria, Sudan, and China.  Let’s pray for 
our brothers and sisters who are suffering for 
righteousness sake here in our country.  And let’s pray 
that God’s Spirit would strengthen our own hearts – 
moving us from a puny faith – to a powerful witness – all 
by His indwelling Spirit of Truth.

1 2 Timothy 3:12

After a minute or so of quiet prayer, I will lead us all in a 
corporate prayer together for our persecuted brothers 
and sisters.

<<Quiet Prayer>>

I would invite you now to stand together as a 
congregation – symbolizing our desire to stand together 
with our persecuted brothers and sisters, and let’s pray 
the Prayer for the Persecuted Church together.  The 
words of our prayer will be put on the screen for us, so 
please join me in praying this prayer aloud together: 

Almighty God, our Father, our Lord,

All hearts are in Your hands. You alone do all things well. 

So we call upon Your mercy today and pray that Your 
Spirit of Truth would strengthen our persecuted brothers 
and sisters around the world. 

O God of compassion, deliver Your people from evil.  
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We pray that the immeasurable greatness of Your power 
would preserve the souls of Your people who are so 
hated by this world. Grant them endurance and courage 
to fearlessly speak of Your grace and Your love – even 
when their testimony comes at great earthly cost. Set the 
glorious joys of eternity before their eyes that their 
affections might truly be fixed on things that are above.

Faithful Shepherd, please strengthen the faith of our 
persecuted brothers and sisters – and feed their love for 
You with Your exceeding great and precious promises.  
Mercifully give Your people access to Your Word – even 

in places where enemies have sought to eradicate all 
witness of You. Sustain the minds of Your people with 
Your promises so that they might be able to rejoice and 
be glad even while suffering for Your Name’s sake.

Protect our brothers and sisters from the soul-cancers of 
bitterness and revenge. Do not allow them to lose heart.  
Let not their witness for Your sufficiency be clouded with 
time-bound concerns.  It is a fearful thing to fall into Your 
judgment Holy King. So we pray that You would not allow 
Your people to be overcome with evil, but that Your Spirit 
would empower them to overcome evil with good, as they
entrust their souls into Your Shepherd care.
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Provider God, meet every need of Your people according 
to Your good character.  Set Your glory upon the hearts of
Your people everywhere.  May Your Name be exalted 
above all. 

In the strong Name of Jesus Christ we pray, 
Amen.

This is our prayer. May our lives continue to know Christ 
at a deeper level, that God’s Spirit might effectively bear 
witness for Him in and through us.

Please remain standing now as we sing our closing song 
together.

<<Give Me Jesus>>

Let’s pray our Benediction now as we are dismissed,

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
2 Corinthians 13:14  

Amen.
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