
A Gospel Testimony 
Galatians 1:11-24 - NCBC, March 26, 2017 

 
Main Point:  The true gospel is received from God, 
rather than man. (11-12) 
 

● Regardless of our background (13-14) 
o Sinful Past 
o Upbringing 
o Education 
o Traditions 

 
● Because of God’s sovereign Grace (15-16b) 

o Chosen by God’s Sovereign Grace (15a) 
o Called by God’s Sovereign Grace (15b) 
o Converted by God’s Sovereign Grace (16a) 
o Commissioned by God’s Sovereign Grace 

(16b) 
 

● To the praise of God’s glory (16c-24) 
o Missional faithfulness (16c-17) 
o Relational Wholeness (18-20) 
o Doctrinal Soundness (21-24) 

 
Application:  Rejoice in the freedom you’ve received 
from God. 

o Freedom from your Past 
o Freedom from your Performance 
o Freedom from your Pride 
o Freedom from your People-Pleasing 
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Opening Announcements:  
 
Church Work Day – April 1st 
Gideon’s Presentation/Exit Offering – Brian Bahr 
 
<<Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery>> 
 

 
 
Thank you Tom for introducing us to that amazing chorus 
of wonder and worship to our great God.  
 
According to the Scriptures, Jesus Christ was resurrected 
from the dead by the power of God – so we worship Him 
this morning with a hope that is unwavering and sure – 
knowing that as Christ is today – we also will be when He 
comes.  His resurrection has guaranteed our future 
resurrection and eternal freedom from even the presence 
of sin.  
 
This morning we continue our study of Galatians – how 
Christ has freed everyone who believes in Him from the 
power of sin and the law.  

 
So let’s continue our worship by opening our Bibles to 
Galatians chapter 1. 
 

 
 
If you don’t have a Bible with you this morning, please 
catch the attention of the ushers now.  You are welcome 
to take this Bible home as our gift to you, or just simply 
return it after our service by placing it on the table in the 
back of the room.  
 
Paul’s letter to the Galatian churches is often considered 
a smaller version of his letter to the church in Rome. 
Paul wants Christians to live free from sin and it’s power. 
Jesus died and rose again to set us free from sin – all we 
need to do is to truly believe and rest on the person and 
work of Jesus Christ and we will be saved.  
 
But some of Jewish Christians were trying to convince 
the Galatians that they were saved by faith in Christ, but 
they were kept saved by their obedience to the Jewish 
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law.  They must become Jewish by culture in order to be 
true Christians.  
 
Loved ones – please pray that God’s Spirit would use this 
study of His Word to open our eyes to where we have 
submitted ourselves more to a religious culture, than to 
the authority of the pure Gospel of grace.  
 
I know my heart is prone to wander back towards the 
false security of the law.  
 
Here’s the wicked truth - I want to earn God’s favor in 
some way – showing Him or others that His saving of me 
was worth His investment.  I want to serve, rather than to 
be served.  
 
But whenever works are added to grace – grace is 
destroyed.   Our freedom from sin and its power is a 1

complete gift – not based on what we do, so we have 
nothing to boast about.  2

 
In other words – God’s grace is greater than our sin,  and 3

God’s grace is greater than our own righteousness!  God 
is better than you even believe this morning – so come 
with your sin - come with your brokenness – and cry out 
and find all that you really need through the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ!  He is more than sufficient to forgive, 
cleanse, grant peace, and secure your hope in the new 
life and freedom that He gives. 

1 Galatians 5:4 
2 Ephesians 2:8-10 
3 Romans 5:20 

 
By the time the apostle Paul is writing this letter, he’s 
dedicated his entire life to preaching this good news of 
salvation from sin by faith in God’s grace alone.  Paul is 
“wound up” about the true Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
And that’s why he spends much of these first two 
chapters defending himself as one of God’s apostles – an 
authentic messenger for God’s true gospel.  
  

 
 
You will find our text on page _______ of the Bibles 
we’ve handed out this morning. Please stand with me 
now in honor of God’s Word as I read from the English 
Standard Translation starting in Galatians 1, verse 11:  
 
11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel 
that was preached by me is not man's gospel. 12 For I did 
not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I 
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For you 
have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I 
persecuted the church of God violently and tried to 
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destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond 
many of my own age among my people, so 
extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my 
fathers.15 But when he who had set me apart before I was 
born, and who called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to 
reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with 
anyone; 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and 
returned again to Damascus. 
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit 
Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. 19 But I saw 
none of the other apostles except James the Lord's 
brother. 20 (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do 
not lie!) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and 
Cilicia.22 And I was still unknown in person to the 
churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only were 
hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now 
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they 
glorified God because of me. 
 
So reads God’s Holy Word.  You may be seated.  
 
Let’s Pray. 
 
Every one of us has a life story.  Just like Jerry McCorkle 
from Spread Truth Ministries taught us a few weeks ago 
– every one of us here today could share a story about 
our beginnings, our challenges, our deliverances, and our 
future.  
 

Today’s Scripture highlight’s some key events in the life 
of Paul.  It’s Paul’s life story – basically this is Paul’s 
gospel testimony.  
 
Why does Paul take the time here to remind the Galatian 
churches of his testimony?  
 
Well Paul knows that the false teachers are seeking to 
discredit the true gospel by undermining his apostolic 
credentials.  If the false teachers could convince the 
Galatians that Paul’s ideas about God’s all-sufficient 
grace were his own invention – then there would be no 
reason to listen to Paul or his preaching of the true 
gospel.  
 
So Paul shares his life story.  His testimony of how God 
called him in salvation and then to Gospel ministry.  And 
his main defense could be summarized by verses 11-12, 
where Paul says, 
  
For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that 
was preached by me is not man’s gospel.  For I did not 
receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received 
it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.  
 
In other words, Paul’s main argument here is that, 
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the true gospel is received from God, rather than 
man. (11-12) 
 
Ponder the wonder of this reality this morning.  
 
Because true salvation comes to us from God Himself – 
and not from man – our faith doesn’t depend on just one 
human.  The Holy Spirit Himself employed 40 different 
people from 3 different continents over the course of 
1,500 years to write the Holy Scriptures.   The unity of 
Scripture thus testifies to the fact that the Gospel has its 
origin in God Himself – not man. 
 
And furthermore – since the true gospel comes to us 
from God – our individual Christian experiences with 
God’s grace all will follow a similar pattern.  While every 
Christian’s story is personally unique, the story line is 
always the same.  God chose us and called us to faith. 
His Spirit revealed Jesus Christ to our hearts.  Then He 
placed us in a ministry for His glory in His church!  
 

It doesn’t matter if you are a Christian from Russia or 
Australia or America – your experience with God’s gospel 
is the same with believers from other cultures even - 
because the true Gospel is received into our hearts from 
God Himself.  The true Gospel is not rooted in tradition or 
the teaching of man – but is received from God Himself, 
and therefore to be believed and obeyed. 
 
Using Paul’s own testimony in the Scriptures this 
morning, I hope to encourage your hearts with the 
implications of this truth.  First, let’s rejoice that God 
chooses to reveal the good news of Jesus’ grace towards 
our sins to us,  
 

 
Regardless of our background (13-14) 
 
In verses 13-14 Paul recounts his own background.  
 
For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I 
persecuted the churches of God violently and tried to 
destroy it.  
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Now aren’t you thankful with Paul that God still offers you 
His grace regardless of your  
 

 
Past Sins? 
 
Listen dear friends – there’s no sin so black that it cannot 
be erased by the blood of Jesus Christ! Romans 5:20 
teaches that where sin has abounded, God’s grace 
abounds even more.  
 
All of us here today have sinned grievously against God. 
But some of us are still imprisoned to despair and 
hopelessness by our shame and guilt.  
 
Let this sunbeam of grace fall on your consciousness this 
morning.  Paul was a religious terrorist.  His life was 
intentionally devoted to exterminating the true Gospel of 
God.  Paul was the Osama Bin Laden of his day – and 
his religious zeal was no less violent and wicked upon 
Christian individuals, families, and children. 
 

But God choose to reveal Jesus Christ to Paul regardless 
of his past sins – and so He will do for you if you believe. 
Take courage and hope from Paul’s testimony.  
 
And it doesn’t matter about your  
 

 
Upbringing either.  According to verse 14, Paul was 
raised by a Pharisee to be an even more devoted 
Pharisee.  Some of you were raised in Christian homes. 
Some of you weren’t.  But God’s grace is impartial to 
your upbringing.  
 
Of course having Christian parents is a true blessing, but 
sometimes the most godly people you meet were raised 
by God-hating pagans!  Because the true Gospel doesn’t 
originate from certain kind of home life. It is God Himself 
who chooses to reveal Jesus Christ to our hearts 
according to His undeserved grace. 
 
Or maybe your thoughts accuse you and say – you could 
never be a true Christian – because you don’t know as 
much as other people seem to know. 
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Listen up friend.  God’s grace to you is not based on your 
spiritual 
 

 
Education 
 
According to verse 14, Paul was at the head of his class 
in his Jewish studies – advancing beyond many of his 
own age among his own people.  
 
But how effective was all that education in bringing him to 
Christ?  Truly – it only succeeded in making him twice the 
child of hell – a self-righteous, judgmental, religious 
terrorist who could easily justify physical violence against 
any infidel who refused to submit to God’s law.  
 
In Paul’s life – just like for many of us today – his higher 
education only puffed up his pride and sophisticated 
self-reliance.  But the true gospel of God’s grace doesn’t 
come through human education.  
 
Nor is it passed down as part of any cultural 

 

 
Tradition. 
 
Look at the end of verse 14. Paul says, I was extremely 
zealous for the traditions of my fathers.  
 
Tradition here refers to cultural norms that get passed 
down from one generation to another.  Religious 
traditions often have to do with how people dress, what 
they are allowed to do and not do, and even how they 
talk or pray.  
 
Now of course there’s nothing wrong with traditions in 
and of themselves.  Traditions or cultural norms can be 
sweet servants in a loving community.  But whenever the 
tradition becomes the authoritative judge/master in any 
way – it promotes a false spirituality by culture, rather 
than Christ. 
 
Man-made traditions draw false distinctions within a 
community only to condemn any “law-breaker” while 
puffing up the “law-keeper.”  
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Allow me to provide some examples just to make this 
relevant. 
 
For example:  Man-made tradition makes judgmental 
distinctions between going to movies and watching 
sports, or determines caffeine is acceptable while 
nicotine is not, or all forms of dancing are sinful, but this 
is not what Scripture teaches.  
 
Listen carefully please.  Any preaching that claims 
allegiance to a particular man-made culture or tradition is 
not preaching the true gospel of God.  
  
Truly the Gospel of God originates with God – not with 
man.  God’s Gospel of salvation by grace alone through 
faith alone in Christ alone comes to us regardless of our 
past sins, our upbringing, our education, or our keeping 
of any particular man-made tradition.  
 
In fact, as Paul’s own testimony illustrates, God’s 
salvation comes to our hearts in spite of our background 
simply, 
 

 
Because of His sovereign Grace (15-16b) 
 
Salvation from sin is not because of who we are and 
what we have done – it is in spite of who we are and 
what we have done.  
 
After acknowledging his sinful past and zealous 
commitment to a man-centered religion, Paul writes in 
verse 15,  
 
But when he who had set me apart before I was born, 
 
Paul’s obviously referring to God’s supernatural work 
here.  Paul states clearly that he was, 
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Chosen by God’s Sovereign Grace (15a) 
 
Now this is a fascinating play on words, since the Jewish 
Pharisees taught they were chosen or set apart by 
keeping God’s law.  
 
But Paul knew that the only thing that could explain such 
a radical transformation in his life was the supernatural 
work of God’s sovereign grace.  As he would later write 
to the Ephesians, 
 

 
 

God chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,  
 
Certainly our finite minds spasm anytime we try to 
understand God’s electing grace.  
 
But the point in this context is clear enough.  God alone 
gets the credit for Paul’s changed life.  Because of God’s 
grace Paul was chosen and then 
 

 
Called. (15b) 
 
Verse 15 goes on to say that God called him by His 
grace.  This call includes his call to salvation as well as 
his ministry call to be an apostle.  And the way this call 
came to Paul was by God being pleased to – how does it 
say it in verse 16? 
 
God was pleased to reveal His Son to me…  
 
This is the work of God’s grace that we refer to as 
regeneration or being born again.  When God revealed 
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Jesus Christ – His Son – to Paul on the road to 
Damascus, Paul was, 
 

 
Converted by God’s Sovereign Grace (16a) 
 
Before God’s grace opened Paul’s eyes to see the 
resurrected Christ – Paul knew about Jesus.  He was 
well acquainted with His teaching from all of the defenses 
he heard from the Christians he persecuted and 
condemned for their faith.  But when God’s grace caused 
Paul to see for himself the light of the gospel of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ,  Paul was changed. 4

Converted by God’s Sovereign Grace.  
 
And according to 2 Corinthians 3 and 4, that’s exactly 
the experience of every born-again Christian today. 
God’s Spirit sovereignly sets His grace upon us, calls us 
to Himself, and then opens our eyes to behold the 
wonder of the mystery of Christ Himself – so that our 

4 2 Corinthians 4:4-6; 3:17-18 

hearts might be transformed – never to be the same after 
having Jesus revealed to our hearts.  
 
And then notice how Galatians 1:16 continues – not only 
does God’s sovereign grace chose, call, and convert 
Paul, but Paul was also, 
 

 
Commissioned by God’s Sovereign Grace (16b) 
 
God revealed His Son to Paul why?  
 
In order that I might preach him among the Gentiles.  
 
Here’s the crux of Paul’s argument – there’s only one 
reason why he has preached the Gospel of God’s grace 
to them.  Because that’s the Gospel which he himself 
received from God, and which he has been 
commissioned to preach.  
 
The true gospel is received from God – not from man. 
So if you reject the Gospel that Paul is preaching– you 
are rejecting the very God who gave it.  
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Grace saves us apart from our own works, in order to 
make us God’s workers for His ultimate glory and joy.  
 
As the next verses go on to elaborate – the true gospel of 
God is all, 
  

 
To the praise of God’s glory (16c-24) 
 
Let me use the inner design of a golf ball to illustrate 
again for us the 4 necessary means of God’s glory.  
 

 

 
God receives glory through these 4 necessary means all 
working together in progressive unity.  At the core is 
prayerful dependence, or faith – for without faith it is 
impossible to please God.   And then faith shows itself 5

first in love – or relational wholeness.  All united with 
doctrinal soundness, or truth.  Committed to missional 
faithfulness – or preaching the Gospel to help others 
follow Christ.  
 
Wherever these four means are being progressively 
advanced together in unity – God is glorified and exalted! 
 
And that’s exactly what we see modeled through Paul’s 
testimony now.  
 
In verse 17, Paul describes how he devoted the first 3 
years after his conversion towards,  
 
 

 

5 Hebrews 11:6 
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Missional faithfulness (16c-17) 
 
Let’s catch the context again by starting to read at verse 
15, 
 
But when he who had set me apart before I was born, 
and who called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal 
His Son to me, in order that I might preach him among 
the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; 
nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles 
before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned 
again to Damascus.  
 
His point is this – He didn’t need anyone in Jerusalem or 
elsewhere to confirm his spiritual calling or teach him 
how to be a Christian.  Once he met Jesus – he was 
immediately ready to preach Christ and help others know 
Him as well. 
 
Verse 18 tells us that this initial season of ministry in 
Arabia and Damascus lasted for 3 years.  Now its 
commonly thought that Paul used these 3 years in Arabia 
for solitary study and contemplation about the 
resurrected Messiah.  
 
And certainly Paul likely continued to contemplate the 
glories of the gospel for the rest of His life.  But I believe 
it’s preferable to understand that the primary purpose of 
the Arabian visit was for evangelistic preaching!  This fits 
the end of verse 16 most naturally. He was saved to 
preach – and so he went into Arabia.  The first convert of 
Paul’s gospel preaching was likely a Bedouin shepherd – 

who believed that his sins could be forgiven by trusting in 
the finished work of Jesus Christ!  
 
In fact, we know from Acts 9  and 2 Corinthians 11  that 6 7

Paul’s gospel ministry was so provoking in Damascus he 
had to flee for his life.  So Paul’s testimony illustrates this 
universal principle for all true believers – God’s salvation 
motivates us to a lifestyle of missional faithfulness. 
 
Then in verses 18-20, Paul’s testimony illustrates how 
receiving the true Gospel from God Himself automatically 
unifies the church, and gives us the desire to pursue, 
 
 

 
Relational Wholeness (18-20) with other true Christians. 
 
After 3 years Paul went up to Jerusalem to visit 
Cephas… or Peter.  The word literally means to “get to 
know” or to “get acquainted with.”  Paul already knew the 
Gospel – Jesus Himself had opened his eyes to this in 
6 Acts 9:19b-25 
7 2 Corinthians 11:32-33 
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Damascus.  But undoubtedly Paul learned much from 
Peter and James – for in 1 Corinthians 15:5-7 he lists 
both Peter and James by name in the list of people who 
saw the resurrected Christ.  Can you imagine the joy of 
the relational wholeness between these men as the 
former religious terrorist now met with the leaders of the 
church he had once violently persecuted in Jerusalem? 
Such brotherly unity is all to the praise of God’s glory, 
and only possible by His sovereign grace.  
 
So after a brief 2 week visit in Jerusalem, verses 21-24 
describe how Paul returned back to his home town of 
Tarsus in Cilicia, and Antioch in Syria. The notes on the 
back of your sermon notes today chronicle Paul’s travels 
here in more detail for your own study.  
 
But here’s the point I’d like to draw out for us this 
morning.  In verse 22 Paul recounts how he was a 
no-name preacher among the Jewish churches, but that 
in verse 23 –  
 
They only were hearing it said, “He who used to 
persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to 
destroy.”  
 
In other words, Paul’s ministry was now committed to, 
 

 
Doctrinal Soundness (21-24) 
 
He wasn’t preaching to tickle ears.  He wasn’t preaching 
to make a name for himself.  He was preaching to 
communicate the faith of God.  
 
For more than 10 years Paul faithfully preached salvation 
by faith in Christ alone.   And all of this was before his 8

first missionary journey when he had first come to the 
region of Galatia and preached the gospel to them.  
 
So his argument is clear.  They must not believe the lie 
that Paul somehow invented or inherited his message of 
grace from someone else.  
 

8 Galatians 2:1 

Page 13a of 16 Page 13b of 16 
Close by 9:15 / 11:45 Start by 8:38/11:08 // half by 8:57 / 11:27 Close by 9:15 / 11:45 



 
 
The true gospel is always received from God, rather than 
man.  And as such, it is to be received and believed.  
 
So then what is the application for us this morning? 
 
Church – you must, 
 

 
Rejoice in the freedom you’ve received from God. 
 
God saved you in spite of your background – all because 
of His sovereign grace to the praise of His glory!  

 
So let no one or nothing rob your joyful freedom in the 
supernatural Spirit of God.  God’s grace has abundantly 
secured your freedom from, 
 
 

 
your Past, your Performance, your Pride, and your 
People-Pleasing. 
 
Only zealous allegiance to religious tradition and 
law-keeping can threaten your spiritual freedom.  
 
So will you believe that God’s grace is sufficient to wash 
away all your guilt and shame from your past?  
 
Do you believe that God’s grace places your standing 
before a Holy God as perfect – based on the finished 
work of Christ – and not on how good you are doing at 
keeping the first two commandments? 
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Do you believe that God’s grace is fully undeserved by 
you?  And that you no longer have to prove anything in 
your pride?  
 
Do you believe that God’s grace frees you from worrying 
about what others think about you?  That in Christ – you 
have been welcomed and accepted, and are loved and 
cherished more than you could ever dream – all because 
of what Christ did on your behalf?  
 
Dear brother and sister – if you personally know such 
freedom – then you have a testimony to share with 
others!  Go and tell others how God’s love has come 
down – and all they must do is receive it by faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 

 
 
REMINDER:  Today’s exit offering will help support Bible 
Distribution work of the Gideon’s.  
 

Let’s pray our Benediction now as we are dismissed, 
Benediction 

 
 
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to 
my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
…according to the command of the eternal God, to bring 
about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be 
glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.  Romans 
16:25-27 
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Recommended Resources on A Gospel Testimony: 
 
Timeline of Paul’s Early Life & Ministry: 
● Paul’s Birth:  Acts 22:3, 28; Phil 3:5 
● Education:  Acts 22:3 
● Religious Pharisee: Phil 3:5 
● Present at Stephen’s Stoning:  Acts 7:58, 22:20 
● Religious Terrorist: Acts 8:1-3, 22:4; Gal 1:13; Phil 3:6 
● Born Again by God’s Spirit: Acts 9:1-19, 22:6-16 
● Studying & Preaching in Arabia: Gal 1:17 
● Early Damascus Ministry: Acts 9:19b-25; 2 Cor 11:32-33; Gal 1:17 
● First Post-Conversion Jerusalem Visit: Acts 9:26-29; Gal 1:18-19 
● Sent back to Tarsus: Acts 9:30; Gal 1:21 
● Barnabas seeks Paul in Tarsus: Acts 11:25 
● Antioch Church Ministry with Barnabas: Acts 11:26 
● Delivering Antioch’s Famine Aid to Jerusalem: Acts 11:27-30 
● Returning to Antioch with John Mark: Acts 12:25 
● Sent on 1st Missionary Journey by Antioch Church: Acts 13:1-3 
 
● https://www.gotquestions.org/life-Paul.html  
● https://www.blueletterbible.org/study/paul/timeline.cfm  

 
● Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free, FF Bruce 
● The Apostle: A Life of Paul, John Pollock 
● Paul: A Man of Grace and Grit, Chuck Swindoll 
 
Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions 
 
1. How would you summarize the main point of Paul’s 

testimony from Galatians 1:11-12?  How would you 
summarize the main point of your testimony that you share 
with others? 
  

2. Read 2 Corinthians 3:18, 4:4-6.  Twice in our Galatians 
text Paul references having Jesus revealed to him.  How is 
Jesus revealed to hearts today for their salvation? 
 

3. Read Galatians 1:15-16.  What is your response to God’s 
sovereign grace in our salvation and ministry calling? 
What other Scriptures help you understand this 
undeserved favor of God in your life? 
 

4. Review the timeline of Paul’s early life and ministry above. 
How can you explain Paul’s abrupt “U-turn” in life?  What 
warning does this imply for those who profess Christ as 
Savior but continue living according to their former manner 
of life? 
 

5. Read Acts 8:1-3.  How are you tempted to believe that 
your (or someone else’s) past limits God’s grace?  What 
can we learn about God’s freeing grace from Paul’s 
personal testimony? 
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