
Worship: Responding to 
God 

– by meeting together–  
Psalm 100:1-5 - NCBC, October 1, 2017 

 
Main Point:  God calls His people to celebrate Him together 
in spirit and in truth. 
 

● Together in spirit. (1-2) 
o Singing  
o Giving 
o Confessing 
o Serving 
o Praying 

● Together in truth. (3-5)  
o Reading God’s Word 
o Preaching God’s Word 
o Speaking God’s Word 
o Obeying God’s Word 

 
Application:  So worship God fully in spirit and truth 
together.  
 
 

 
Opening Announcements:  
Meal (5-6p) & First Prayer (6:45p) this Weds Evening 
 
<<10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)>> 
 

 
 
And that’s why you jumped out of bed this morning – to 
meet together with your brothers and sisters in Christ – 
and worship God’s Holy Name together! 
 
Please continue your worship now by opening your Bible 
to Psalm 100 – A Psalm of thanksgiving.  Or you could 
title Psalm 100 – A Psalm of Worship.  
 

 
 
If you don’t have a Bible with you, please just raise your 
hand as our men are coming to give you a Bible.  You 
are welcome to take this Bible home as our gift to you, or 
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just simply return it after our service by placing it on the 
table in the back of the room.  
 
Today our study of worship focuses on the community 
requirements of God’s design for our worship.  How does 
God call His children to worship Him …together.  
 
God didn’t create us as spiritual lone-rangers.  Every one 
of us is relational because we were created in the image 
of God who is eternally in relationship with Himself.  
 
So this morning is a great time to invite you to move 
towards deeper spiritual relationship with your brothers 
and sisters here at New Castle Bible Church.  
 
I’m thankful that over 200 of you are presently connected 
with a life group.  And as you’re starting to get to know 
each other now – I encourage you to be very humble and 
intentional with these spiritual friendships.  Pray for your 
other members in your group regularly – not just when 
you get together.  Be humble and bold enough to love 
each other practically through the messiness of real life. 
God’s design for your own spiritual growth requires you 
to be helping someone else grow spiritually in this 
present season.   1

 
The commitment of love is essential to God’s design for 
godly relationships.  And the church is not exempt.  So if 
you are not yet a formal member of this church family – 
please plan to join me for the next 3 weeks during the 
Sunday School hour.  The longer I serve Christ – the 

1 Isaiah 43:10; Luke 6:40; 2 Tim 2:2; 1 John 4:7-8  

more important church membership becomes in my own 
understanding.  
 
God’s church is made up of Holy-Spirit-born baptized 
believers who are living on mission together for the glory 
of God.  Regular attendance alone doesn’t make you part 
of God’s church.  So if you haven’t yet put your faith in 
Jesus Christ – we’re thrilled you’re here.  Listen well 
today.  Know that we’ve prayed for you.  And believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God who alone can save you 
from your sins.  
 
If you haven’t yet been baptized to publicly testify of your 
faith in Christ in obedience to Scripture – then we’d love 
to talk with you before our upcoming Baptism service on 
November 5th.  
 
If you’re not yet a member of our church – I’ll look 
forward to seeing you next Sunday.  
 
And if you’re not yet connected with an intentional 
spiritual friendship for the purpose of prayer, mutual 
accountability, and growth in Christlikeness – then reach 
out to us this week and we’ll joyfully help you better 
connect to the work of His Spirit through His Body – the 
church. 
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Now last week we learned that worship is a whole-person 
response to the revelation of God.  Worship is not just a 
kind of music – worship is a lifestyle of sacrificial 
response to God – all made possible through faith in 
Jesus Christ.  
 
So today we’ll start with Psalm 100 to focus our attention 
on the biblical essentials to our corporate worship 
together as a church on Sunday mornings.  
 
Worship responds to God by meeting together. 
 
Today’s message is much more topical than our normal 
sermons.  Most of what I’m going to teach today is a 
possible application of Psalm 100 – but directly taught in 
other Scriptures.  So nimble fingers and open Bibles will 
be helpful to you through this message this morning. 
 
Please stand with me in honor of God’s Word as I read 
Psalm 100, from the English Standard Translation:  
 
A PSALM FOR GIVING THANKS.  

1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!  
2 Serve the LORD with gladness!  

Come into his presence with singing!  
3 Know that the LORD, he is God!  

It is he who made us, and we are his;  
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,  
and his courts with praise!  
Give thanks to him; bless his name!  

5 For the LORD is good;  
his steadfast love endures forever,  
and his faithfulness to all generations.  

 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.  
Let’s Pray. 
 
Why do you come to church on Sunday mornings?  
 
If your life is like mine, you’re more than busy enough. 
The week never seems to have enough time in it to fit 
everything in – certainly there’s other things that you 
could be doing on Sunday mornings, right?  So why do 
you come?  Why do you prioritize approximately 3 hours 
of every Sunday morning to be in church with other 
believers? 
 
A few may have to admit wrong motives for attending 
church. They are coming for who will see them, or for 
who they might be able to meet or impress, or just out of 
legalism. 
 
Some may honestly confess to just attending church out 
of habit.  Tradition, tradition!  It’s just like enjoying 
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fireworks on the fourth of July.  It’s just what all good 
Americans do. 
 
Many sincere Christians prioritize Sunday morning 
services for the purpose of evangelism.  They believe the 
Sunday morning gatherings of God’s people are the 
primary means to fulfilling Jesus’ commands in Matthew 
28:18-20 – to make disciples of all the nations, teaching 
them to observe all of Jesus’ teachings. 
 
Other Christians study 1 Corinthians 14 and conclude 
that the ultimate purpose for Sunday morning church is to 
build up – or edify one another.  
 
So which is it – evangelism or edification?  Do we come 
together on Sunday mornings to share with others, or to 
receive from others?  Should we come to get or to 
receive? 
 
When you take the whole of Scripture into account – you 
certainly appreciate both evangelism and edification.  But 
you must recognize that the ultimate purpose for our 
Sunday morning gatherings is entirely the exaltation of 
Jesus.  We gather to worship God.  To bring glory and 
praise and awe to God our Father through faith in Jesus 
Christ by the enablement of God’s Spirit!  
 
Yes, we evangelize.  And yes, we seek to strengthen 
each other in our faith.  But ultimately – the reason we 
meet together is to worship.  To both get and to give.  
 

We come first to get – to receive the revelation of God 
from the ministry of His Word,  and then to respond – to 2

give back in all the various manifestations of sacrificial 
worship!  3

 

 
The main point for our sermon this morning is simply this: 
God calls His people to celebrate Him together. God is 
seeking true worshippers to worship Him.   And true 4

worshippers celebrate God together in spirit and in truth.  5

 
Now as we consider all the biblical elements that God 
has designed to be a part of our Sunday morning 
gatherings, we’re going to cluster our study under these 
two broad categories:  
 

2 1 Corinthians 2:12, 4:7; Matthew 11:27 
3 Hebrews 13:15-16; Romans 12:1-2; etc. 
4 John 4:23 
5 John 4:23-24 
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Together in spirit, and Together in truth. 
 
By spirit with a lower-case “s” - we mean that our worship 
must come from sincere hearts.  Worship is first an 
internal reality that only secondly has external 
manifestations.  To worship together in spirit means that 
our offerings to God are genuine and sacrificial – not rote 
or forced.  
 
Now obviously this kind of worship is only a response to 
the saving work of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is our High Priest 
who sacrificed His own life to pay the penalty that my sins, 
and your sins – justly deserved.  Jesus died so that you 
and I might be reconciled back to God.  Only in Christ can 6

our worship be acceptable to God.  7

 
You might write it down this way – “It takes God to be able 
to worship God!”   True worship only comes from hearts 8

who have been made alive and sensitive to the word of 
God by the quickening of the Spirit of God.  

6 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 
7 Hebrews 10:19-24 
8 Bob Kauflin, True Worshippers. 

  
So Psalm 100 is a Psalm for worship, or thanksgiving to 
God, and it appropriately starts with the command, 
 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. Everyone 
should shout – no one is excluded.  Serve [or the word is 
literally, worship] the LORD with gladness! Come into his 
presence with singing!  
 
Whenever God’s Spirit transforms a heart of self-reliance 
into a heart of humble dependence upon God – the result 
is vocal praise.  One of the biblical elements of 
worshipping God together in spirit is, 
 

 
Singing  
 
God’s grace always puts a song in your heart.  Paul 
emphasizes the priority of God’s people singing together 
in worship in both Ephesians and Colossians,  
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when he calls the church to address one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody to the Lord with your heart. 
 
Now that’s interesting language isn’t it.  Obviously the 
song of the redeemed is not just reserved for the privacy 
of morning showers … or dark rooms where you can only 
see the vocalists on a stage.  Worshipping together 
includes the vocal praise of all kinds of psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs flowing out of thankful hearts to God. 
 
Songs are the language of love and affection.  Songs 
help the redeemed say wonderful things to God, and 
about God, to one another in our worship together.  
 
Please don’t miss this – while music and singing 
obviously affects the human heart in powerful ways – we 
don’t sing just to create a mood for worship.  
 
We worship together in spirit through singing.  And also 
through, 
 

 
Financial Giving 
 
Psalm 100:2 commands us to serve the LORD with 
gladness.  But remember – that word “serve” is one of 
the Hebrew words for “worship.” And worship always 
involves a sacrificial offering of response to God. 
 
While verse 2 doesn’t specifically mention financial 
giving, follow this logic for a moment.  
 
The greatest commandment  urges us to love God with 9

all our heart, right?  But Matthew 6 teaches us that, 
Where your treasure is, there is your heart also. …You 
can’t serve God and money.  
 
So then your financial dealings are a fair measure of your 
true love for God.  Greed and stinginess are not fitting for 
the soul who has received the inexpressible gift of Christ.

9 Matthew 22:37-38 
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  Love for money will produce evil.   But love for God 10 11

always produces glad generosity.  12

 
Your financial giving is not just a barometer of your 
worship towards God – it is also a necessary aspect of 
worshipping God together.  
 
Consider Paul’s instructions in 1 Corinthians 16, 
 

 
 
Verse 2 says,  
 
On the first day of every week, [that’s Sunday morning – 
there should be a regular pattern to your giving]  
 
each of you [that’s every Christian.  Everyone who 
receives the grace of Christ is called to participate in 
financial giving.  After all – if you can’t trust God when 
you don’t have enough finances– then when can you 
really trust God?]  

10 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
11 1 Timothy 6:9-10 
12 1 Timothy 6:18-19 

 
is to put something aside and store it up, [that word “store 
it up” speaks to the place – every Christian is to bring a 
gift with them to church as a thank offering] 
 
as he may prosper, [so our weekly giving should be 
proportionate to the income God has blessed us with that 
week]  
 
so that there will be no collecting when I come. [Paul 
urged the church to prayerfully plan their giving in 
advance.  The worship of giving is not to be manipulated 
by emotional pleas.] 
 
Verses 3-4 go on to talk about the protection of godly 
accountability in the delivery of the collection for the 
saints in verse 1. But this much is clear from this 
passage – generous financial giving should be part of our 
weekly worship of God together.  
 
Is your worship cheap?  Have you lost sight of God’s 
glory enough to justify a mute tongue or a stingy 
selfishness? 
 
God calls His people to celebrate Him together in spirit 
through singing, giving, and… 
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Confessing 
 
1 John chapter 1 highlights this aspect of the church’s 
worship together more specifically: 
 

 
 
In verse 3 John writes about joy of being in fellowship 
together with God and Jesus in the church.  But then 
verse 7 defines what he means by the word fellowship: 
 
But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His 
Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 
Loved ones, I could talk about this Scripture for a long 
time, but the point I must make now is that there is no 
fellowship in the church where there is not walking in the 
light.  And to walk in the light means to confess your sins 
one to another.  13

 
So the church gathers together on Sundays – to worship 
God together with sincere hearts as they humbly confess 
their sins to one another.  
 
When you think about your fellowship on Sunday 
mornings – how can you do this appropriately?  
 
When a trusted friend asks you how you’re doing – do 
you brush it off with a token “fine” … or could you confess 
that you had a week full of temptations and doubts and 
would appreciate their prayers?  
 
When you submit your prayer requests on your 
Connection Card… do your requests always represent 
something that you wish was different out there – or are 
you primarily concerned with what’s going on in here? 
 
And of course – from the very beginning of the church, 
God’s design has been for His people to gather together 
weekly,  
 

13 Notice how the surrounding context punctuates this point:  1 John 1:4-10 
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To Pray. 
 
Praying together with hearts that have been awakened 
and moved by the truth of the Gospel aligns our desires 
to the will of God, and glories in our glad dependence on 
our Heavenly Father. 
 
Ephesians 6:18, 
 

 
 
uses plural verbs to emphasize that the church is to be  
praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and 
supplication.  

 
God calls His children to come together in the worship of 
prayerful dependence.  So just like every Christian is to 
joyfully participate in the church’s singing – so likewise in 
the praying.  
 
The church who believes in the Sovereign God of the 
Gospel has reason to cry out in the worship of prayer 
whenever we assemble together.  The church’s prayers 
are far more than token openings and closings to what 
we’ve really gathered together for.  Wherever God’s 
people meet should be considered a house of prayer  – 14

for worshipping Him together always responds in prayer. 
 
Finally then, 
 

 
Serving one another is another means of worshiping God 
together in spirit.  
 
As 1 Peter 4:10 teaches us, 
 

14 Isaiah 56:7; Matthew 21:13; Mark 11:17 
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As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace:  
 
In other words – our Sunday morning gathering is really 
not about us at all, is it?  Rather, it’s about the exaltation 
of God through Jesus!  To Him belong the glory and 
dominion forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
In Christ, God’s people have been quickened to 
whole-heartedly response to His truth with singing, 
giving, confessing, praying, and serving.  All these 
authentic heart responses of worship should be practiced 
every Lord’s Day when the church gathers to worship 
God together in spirit, and… 
 

 
Together in truth. (3-5)  
 
To worship God in truth means that you’re coming 
without pretense, or hypocrisy, or false motive.  It means 
that you’re bringing your entire experience of worship into 
conformity with what is true about God.  By the means of 
Christ and His Gospel of grace – you confess Jesus 
Christ as Lord – and worship Him according to His 
revelation.  
 
No wonder then that God has designed for our Sunday 
mornings together to be absolutely saturated with His 
Scripture.  Since worship is a whole-person response to 
the revelation of God – we must not too quickly gloss 
over God’s command to worship Him together through 
the, 
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Reading of His Word. 
 
1 Timothy 4:13 makes this point clear: 
 

 
 
Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of 
Scripture,  
 
Jesus prayed to His Father in John 17:17, Sanctify them 
through the truth; Your word is truth.  
 

God’s people must meet together to read His Word – 
publicly, clearly, always giving the sense so people can 
hear with understanding.  15

 
And that’s why God designed the focal point of the 
church’s meeting together to center on the, 
 

 
Preaching of His Word 
 
There is no true worship where there is no revelation of 
God.  And God’s Gospel revelation is made known 
through preaching.  How would they hear the Gospel 
without someone preaching? Romans 10 asks.   16

 
So 2 Timothy 4 calls the church to,  
 

15 C.f. Ezra 7-8; Nehemiah 8:4-8 
16 Romans 10:14-17 
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preach the word! 
 
Now again I stress the necessity for every Christian’s 
active participation in this element of the church’s 
corporate worship.  Lazy worship does not please God. 
Since most believers worship together by listening to 
preaching on Sunday mornings, I’ll offer these tips:  17

 
● First, start preparing for Sunday mornings on 

Saturday nights.  Get a good night’s rest whenever 
possible.  Prepare to meet God by confessing sin, 
and asking God’s Spirit to do a supernatural work 
through your worship the next morning.  Wake up 
early and make attempts to make Sunday mornings 
special for any young children.  
 
I appreciate so much my dad’s example growing up 
– on Sunday mornings he would always fix a special 

17 http://www.reformation21.org/articles/how-to-listen-to-a-sermon.php; 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/7-ways-to-become-a-better-serm
on-listener 
  

breakfast.  We loved Dad’s breakfast early on 
Sunday mornings – but in hindsight I see now that 
this helped get all of us get up and going early 
enough to head off to church together with hearts 
ready to receive and respond to God’s revelation. 
 

● Second, bring your own Bible, and keep it open 
during the message.  Mark it up, be a good Berean,
 and search the Scriptures to confirm what you’re 18

being taught. 
 

● Third, take notes.  Stay engaged, and journal what 
the Spirit of God is teaching you through His Word. 

 
● Then fourth – review and practice what is taught. 

Take copies of the notes home with you to review 
afterwards. Review the application questions, and 
discuss with others when possible. James 1:22-24 
tells us to be doers of the Word, not only hearers.  

 
In this age of distraction, we all have short attention 
spans.  So the worship of preaching (and listening to 
sermons) requires sacrifice - just like all other aspects of 
our worship together.  
 
Remember – back in Psalm 100, verse 3 commands us 
to Know that the Lord, He is God.   The only way God’s 
people will know who God is, and all that He’s done is 
through their reading God’s Word, preaching God’s 
Word, and, 
 

18 Acts 17:11 
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Speaking God’s Word 
 
A lifestyle of worship to God requires that other 
Christians are speaking God’s Word directly into the sin 
and suffering of my life – and that I likewise am sharing 
God’s promises with others as well.  
 

 
  
Romans 15:14 teaches us that all those who are filled 
with the Spirit of God are full of goodness, filled with all 
knowledge and able to instruct one another. 
 

You don’t have to be a teacher or a preacher to be able 
to share hope with another brother or sister – you just 
need to speak God’s Word to them.  
 
After all, most of us are all very forgetful – we leak.  So 
God designed our Sunday mornings so that we would 
encourage one another with the truths of God’s Word.  19

 
Finally, God calls all Christians to celebrate Him together 
in truth by, 
 

 
Obeying His Word. 
 
The lifestyle of worship responds to God’s Word with a 
totality of submission and sacrifice.  So it obviously 
includes obedience in every aspect of our priorities, 
relationships, and desires.  
 

19 Hebrews 10:25; 1 Corinthians 14 - “to prophesy” means to proclaim 
God’s word for the benefit and building up of others spiritually.  In the NT, 
it means forth-telling, not foretelling.  Therefore to prophecy is to preach, 
teach, or biblically counsel another with the Word of God. 
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But specifically, in terms of Sunday morning worship, 
there’s two key areas of obedience worth noting. 
 
Did you notice in Psalm 100:4, we were commanded to 
enter his gates and his courts?  In verse 2, we were 
commanded to come into His presence.   
 
So the first application for us today is simply to, 
 

 
 
Regularly Meet with God’s people on Lord’s Day. 
 
Don’t neglect to meet together, as is the common habit of 
many these days.  But instead, according to God’s 
design – set aside some time every Lord’s Day – to 
celebrate God together with the redeemed in spirit and 
truth. 
 
And then, another area of obedience to God’s Word that 
should be demonstrated in the corporate gatherings of 
the church is to, 
 

 
 
Regularly Practice the Ordinances of believer’s baptism 
and the Lord’s table. 
 
Every disciple of Jesus Christ is commanded to go public 
with their faith in the visual illustration of water baptism. 
It is this public obedience to Christ’s truth that blesses or 
honors God’s Name – according to Psalm 100:4. 
Baptism clearly proclaims that you care more about 
God’s reputation, than your own.  
 
And God calls His church to worship together by 
remembering Christ’s Gospel sacrifice.  By eating the 
bread and drinking the cup the church is continually 
reminded in a public and visual manner that God is good, 
God is love, and God is faithful.  
 
O give thanks to Him, for  
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God calls His people to celebrate Him together in spirit 
and truth. 
 
Every week since the resurrection of Christ, God’s people 
have worshipped in response to God by meeting 
together.  So then,  
 

 
I urge you to recommit to worshipping God fully in spirit 
and truth together. 
 
Repent of any false motives that you may have for 
attending church on Sundays.  Put off all rote ritualism, 
and embrace God’s call to sacrifice with joyful offerings in 

every aspect of our worship together.  Refuse to simply 
observe – but eagerly participate in every aspect of the 
church’s worship – out of the fullness of the supernatural 
life that God has given you in response to God’s 
incarnate self-expression in Jesus Christ.  Worship fully 
in spirit and truth – and do so together with the rest of the 
redeemed.  
 
So that meeting together will ultimately be all for the glory 
and exaltation of God. 
 

 
 
For the Lord is good, his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
<Behold Our God> 
 
<<Newcomer’s Lunch Today after 2nd Service>> 
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Let’s pray our Benediction now as we are dismissed, 
 
Benediction 
 

 
 

12 …“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 …  “To 
him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 
and glory and might forever and ever!” Revelation 5:12-13 
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Recommended Resources on Worship – by meeting together: 

 

● Nehemiah 8:4-8 

● Psalm 84:10; 122:1 

● Matthew 28:19 

● John 4:23-24  

● Acts 2:42; 13:15; 20:7 

● Romans 12:1-2 

● 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:17-34; 12:24-27; 14:1, 3-4; 16:1-16 

● 2 Corinthians 9:8-15 

● Ephesians 5:19 

● Colossians 3:16 

● 1 Thessalonians 5:19-20 

● 1 Timothy 4:13 

● 2 Timothy 4:2 

● Hebrews 10:19-25; 13:15-16 

● James 5:16 

● 1 John 1:3, 7 

 

● Bob Kauflin: “Planning Meetings” - https://vimeo.com/221475815   
● http://www.desiringgod.org/topics/life-of-worship/labs  

● https://drbarrick.org/files/studynotes/Psalms/Ps_100.pdf  

   

● True Worshipers, Bob Kauflin 

● Worship Matters, Bob Kauflin 

● Christ-Centered Worship, Bryan Chapell 

● Recalling the Hope of Glory, Allen Ross  

 
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions 
 
1. Read Psalm 100.  Which of the various elements of the 

church’s worship together do you see represented in this 
thanksgiving psalm?  Discuss why thanksgiving is 
synonymous with worship. 

2. Read Hebrews 10:24-25.  What could feed the habit of 
neglecting to meet together for the worship of God? Share 
together why God’s design for meeting weekly is helpful to 
your spiritual life of worship. 

3. Read John 4:23-24, and review what it means that God is 
seeking people to worship Him in spirit and truth.  Do you 
find it more difficult to worship in spirit?  Or in truth?  How 
come?  How do you guard against rote, mindless 
worship?  How do you guard against emotionalism or 
experience-driven worship? 

4. What aspects of our church’s worship meetings together 
most honor God?  Are there any aspects of our church’s 
worship meetings which could be strengthened?  If your 
life group has good ideas to help us excel yet more in our 
worship of God together, would you be willing to share 
them with our pastors/elders for their prayerful 
consideration? 

5. 1 Corinthians 14 was written to align Corinth’s church 
meetings to God’s orderly design for worship meetings.  
Consider this chapter together and discuss key principles 
that relate to our worship together today. 

6. What is God teaching you through this study of our 
worship together?  How is God calling you to change and 
grow in view of His Word? 
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