
Worship: Responding to 
God 

– under faithful leadership 
–  

Selected Scriptures - NCBC, October 15, 2017 
 
Main Point:  Worship leaders are called to unite our hearts 
in worship. 
 

● Called to lead (1 Peter 4:10-11) 
o Spiritually  
o Skillfully 

 
● By uniting hearts (1 Corinthians 14:26, 40) 

o Orderly 
o Responsively 

 
● In worship (Philippians 3:3) 

o Dependently 
o Directionally 

 
Application:  Pray for those who lead our worship (Hebrews 

13:15-18)  
 
 

 
Opening Announcements:  
Upcoming OCC Collection and Work Day 10/21 
 
<<How Great Thou Art>> 
 

 
 
Psalm 147 verse 1 says It is good to sing praises to our 
God, for it is pleasant and a song of praise is fitting. 
 
As we continue to worship our great God, I invite you to 
prepare for the public reading of Psalm 22 from God’s 
Word.  Psalm 22 takes our thoughts to the cross and the 
faithfulness of God in our affliction – for God’s people 
refuse to boast in anything except the cross of Christ.   If 1

the worship of heaven never gets over the cross of 
Christ,  then we must make sure our worship never 2

graduates from a cross-centered posture as well.  
 

1 Galatians 6:14 
2 Revelation 5:5, 9; 7:10, 14; 12:11; 13:9; 19:13 
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If you don’t have a Bible with you, please raise your hand 
as our men are coming to give you a Bible.  You are 
welcome to take this Bible home as our gift to you, or just 
simply return it after our service by placing it on the table 
in the back of the room.  
 
As you are opening to Psalm 22, I want to share two 
reasons why I’m very excited for our worship together 
next weekend.  
 
First, it’s no secret that our world, and our nation are in 
trouble right now.  Evil is increasing just as God said it 
would in the last days, and the folly of self-centered living 
is plain for all to see.   3

 
As God’s ambassadors and ministers in this world – what 
must we do? 
 
God’s people don’t complain, fret, or willingly subject 
themselves to fear-mongering or stoic denials.  
 

3 2 Timothy 3:1-9 

 
 
God’s people must pray.  Times like these require that 
God’s people pray together:  
● praying for the peace of God’s people – Psalm 122:6-9,  
● praying for the Lord to come quickly – Revelation 

22:20,  
● praying for the peaceable leadership of kings and all 

who are in high positions – 1 Timothy 2:1-2,  
● praying the Lord of the harvest to send out more 

Christian workers – Matthew 9:38,  
● and praying that God would preserve the faith of His 

people all the way to the end of the age – Matthew 
24:20.  

 
Faith in Jesus Christ expresses itself in prayerful 
dependence.  So, this coming weekend – we are 
partnering together with believers from other Mackinaw 
churches to pray together for 24 hours – from Friday 
noon to Saturday noon.  
 
You can show up at the United Methodist Church in 
Mackinaw anytime during those 24 hours to pray.  You 
can go alone, or you can take your entire family or life 
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group with you.  You can pray silently, or you can pray 
aloud as a group.  You can pray for 10 minutes or you 
can pray for an hour. 
 
But this coming weekend – I encourage you to 
intentionally set aside time to fervently pray together for 
God’s peace, protection, provision, and preservation in 
our community, nation, and world.   4

 
And then next Sunday I will be launching our Reformation 
Celebration together.  
 

 
 
We’ve set aside our last two Sundays this October to 
remember and to celebrate what God did 500 years ago 
in the church for our greater joy and faith in Christ today.  
 
On October 31, 1517 a Roman Catholic monk named 
Martin Luther posted 95 theological statements to his 
church door in Wittenberg, Germany.  This event 
eventually led to the establishment of the Protestant 
church.  Although most church members today know very 

4 Learn more at www.mackinawprayer24.org  

little about the protestant reformation – it is extremely 
important to our understanding of the Gospel today.  
 
And since this year is the 500th year anniversary it makes 
sense that we spend a couple of weeks focusing on what 
the protestant reformation was, and how it continues to 
impact our understanding of God and His Gospel today. 
 
For example, it may be helpful to understand that 500 
years ago … if you were a Christian and lived in the West 
– in the Roman Empire – the only church that existed for 
you was the Roman Catholic church.  
 
500 years ago there was no such thing as a Protestant 
church.  No Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Mennonite, Apostolic, or Bible churches.  Just the Roman 
Catholic church in the West, and the Eastern Orthodox 
Church in the East.  
 
Today we live in a day and age that seeks to blur any 
distinction between Roman Catholicism and 
Protestantism.  But historically – and yet today – there 
are very real and significant differences in these 
theological gospels.  This 500 year anniversary is a 
perfect time to remember and celebrate how God used 
men like Martin Luther to call the church back to the 
authority of scripture and the glory of God in our 
understanding of justification by grace alone, in Christ 
alone, through faith alone. 
 
To do this, we’ve partnered with 5 other local churches to 
celebrate the 5 Solas of the Reformation. Sola means 
only, or alone. So the 5 Solas are the authority of 
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Scripture alone, justified through faith alone, by grace 
alone, by Christ alone, for the glory of God alone. 
 
This week you will receive some 20-minute Revive the 
Drive podcasts we recorded to help you better 
understand this part of our church history.  
 
Then all 6 of us pastors paired up to do pulpit swaps – so 
every one of our churches will hear 2 of our 6 
Reformation messages live on Sunday mornings – later 
receiving videos of the other 4 messages once they are 
all completed and packaged together. 
 
I have been assigned the reformation topic of Sola Deo 
Gloria – for the glory of God alone.  And I will preach that 
message next Sunday.  Then Pastor Daniel Bennett from 
Bethany Community Church will be here the last Sunday 
of October to preach on Sola Fide – how the reformation 
helped us recover the doctrine of justification by faith 
alone. 
 
So watch your email inbox this week – and listen in to 
these Revive the Drive podcasts.  These 20-minute 
recordings provide very helpful background and context 
to the two sermons at the end of this month. 
 
Then come next Sunday eager to celebrate a God who 
refuses to let His church die in the evil corruption and 
greed of man-made tradition.  Our God is yet today 
building His church  as we continue ever-reforming and 5

growing in our understanding of the Biblical Gospel for 
the greater glory of God! 

5 Matthew 16:18 

______ 
 
Today is our last sermon in this series on Worship, where 
we focus on God’s biblical design for those who lead the 
corporate worship of the church together.  
 
Our Bibles are open to Psalm 22 – where verses 22-31 
call both the congregation and all of creation to praise the 
Lord even in view of the horrific suffering and affliction of 
verses 1-21.  
 

  
 
I invite you to stand with me in honor of God’s Word as I 
read Psalm 22, from the English Standard Translation:  
 
Notice the Psalm starts with these words: 
 
22 TO THE CHOIRMASTER: ACCORDING TO THE DOE OF THE 
DAWN. A PSALM OF DAVID.  
 
After describing his horrible affliction that can only make 
us think of the crucifixion today – let’s start reading at 
verse 22: 
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22 I will tell of your name to my brothers;  
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:  

23 You who fear the LORD, praise him!  
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,  
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!  

24 For he has not despised or abhorred  
the affliction of the afflicted,  

and he has not hidden his face from him,  
but has heard, when he cried to him.  

25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation;  
my vows I will perform before those who fear him.  

26 The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;  
those who seek him shall praise the LORD!  
May your hearts live forever!  

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.  
 
Let’s Pray. 
 
While I am preaching topically from selected texts this 
morning, I find it fascinating to note that Psalm 22 was 
written by David to the choirmaster.  In fact, 55 of the 150 
Psalms in the Bible were written to the choirmaster.  I 
don’t think this is insignificant – over one-third of the 
Psalms were explicitly directed to the one who was to 
lead the corporate worship of God’s people together. 
 
God cares about those who lead His people in worship. 
God has a design for their role and their responsibilities 
as worship leaders.  Whether it was Miriam who led the 
Israelites in song in Exodus 15, or Heman, Asaph, and 

Ethan  who were called to direct the nation’s singing to 6

God in the days of King David – or whether it is some of 
our gifted brothers and sisters who serve as our worship 
leaders in the church today – God has something to say 
about the responsibility of leading His people in worship 
when they are gathered together. 
 
This morning I want to consider several different 
Scriptures that all reveal God’s design for those who 
seek to lead the church’s worship.  
 
Our main point is simply this,  
 

 
Worship leaders are called to unite our hearts in worship. 
 
Worship leaders are not performers, and they are not 
called to a stage.  God calls some in His church to serve 
Him as a lead worshipper – one who truly enables and 
motivates the worship of the congregation for the greater 
glory of God. 
 

6 C.f. 1 Chronicles 15:16-22 
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So first, turn to 1 Peter 4:10-11 as we consider how 
those who serve the church as lead worshippers are truly 
 

 
Called to lead (1 Peter 4:10-11) 
 
All those who face the congregation every Sunday 
morning must understand that they have been called to 
lead.  They are not just faithful servants.  They are 
leaders – and leaders are called to influence others for 
the greater glory of God.  
 
Consider 1 Peter 4:10-11, 
 

 

 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 
 
Note first – what’s the gift from God’s Spirit that each 
believer has received?  Manifold – unique, varied – 
grace.  
 
So when we consider any kind of Christian leadership, 
we must understand first and foremost that God calls 
people to lead, 
 

 
Spiritually  
 
To serve as one of the church’s lead worshippers is a 
spiritual leadership position.  This is more than mere 
musical leadership.  It’s a calling to influence others to 
respond to the grace-gift that God has given, that grace 
which has first been received by the one who is called to 
lead others.  
 
Leadership is influence, and you can’t lead or influence 
others with something you don’t first possess yourself. 
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Those who lead the church’s worship must be saved – 
exemplary stewards of God’s grace. 
 
This cannot be assumed in today’s church.  
 
I remember once talking with some pastors who were 
excited to have a very skilled musician join their worship 
team.  They were praying that their friend would come to 
Christ – and were thankful for this evangelistic 
opportunity to include their skilled but unbelieving friend 
in the worship of God’s people.  
 
When I asked them how an unbeliever could effectively 
lead the redeemed in their worship of God – I got some 
blank looks.  Their argument essentially was: this 
unbeliever is not teaching the church – he’s just playing 
an instrument, and very skillfully at that.  Why not rejoice 
that giving him something to do on Sunday keeps him 
coming and getting exposed to the Gospel? 
 
And while I greatly appreciate the intentions of my 
brothers in Christ – I believe they’ve forgotten that 
spiritual leadership is not only expressed through 
speaking, but also through serving. 
 
Notice verse 11,  
 
whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; 
whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that 
God supplies— 
 
It is true that some who lead the church’s worship speak 
more than others.  For myself and Tom Felix here who 
most often speak – we must speak with God’s grace to 

communicate God’s message to the church on behalf of 
God Himself.  
 
And for those who serve with instrument or voice – we 
must serve according to the strength God supplies.  
 
If we play the drums or sing in dependence upon natural 
talent or ability – then we are not lead worshippers – but 
glory thieves.  It is essential that all the worship leaders in 
the church understand God is calling them to spiritual 
leadership – all by His grace, 
  
in order that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
So the church is to be led in worship by those who are 
spiritually mature and exemplary.  Not perfect or sinless 
of course – but those modeling a lifestyle of repentance 
and faith – as a living offering to God  – all in response to 7

who He is and what He’s done. 
 
So if someone asks, are those who lead the church’s 
worship on Sunday mornings the spiritual leaders of the 
church?  There’s really two ways to answer that. 
 
From 1 Timothy 3:1-13 we know there are only two 
leadership offices in the church – elder and deacon. 
There’s not a separate leadership office of worship 
leader, in other words.  So, is worship leader a spiritual 
leadership office in the church?  No – not in terms of the 
position. God’s church is led by elders and deacons. 

7 Romans 12:1-2 
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But from the same passage in 1 Timothy 3  we could 8

say that the spiritual qualities that mark elders and 
deacons are indeed the spiritual qualities of all true 
worship leaders.  Therefore, whether God has granted 
them the office of elder or deacon – the spiritual 
qualifications for those who are the lead worshippers of 
the church on Sunday morning is in fact the same as 
elders and deacons… whether they are speaking or 
serving. 
 
But to lead the worship of the church isn’t only a calling of 
spiritual leadership – it also is a calling to lead, 

 
Skillfully 
 
When David organized the corporate singing and worship 
of Israel – he hand-selected those who were most gifted 
and knowledgeable in music and song.   It takes great 9

skill to be able to combine God’s Word with music in a 
way that doesn’t distract but actually increases the 
intelligibility and the memorability of God’s Gospel. 

8 C.f. Titus 1:6-9 
9 1 Chronicles 6:31-48; 15:16-22; 16:4-6; c.f. Exodus 36:3 

Psalm 33:3 commands the worshipper to Sing to God a 
new song; play skillfully on the strings. 
 
A lead worshipper in God’s church is not only skilled at 
worshipping God personally, but also in contagiously 
motivating others to more entirely respond to the 
revelation of God in devotion and doctrine.   The 10

leader’s skill should always serve the communication and 
reception of God’s truth – and invite a response to God 
from the congregation.  
 
Basically, our first point is this simple:  God sets apart 
some worshippers to influence and lead His people in 
worship together.  This is a spiritual calling – and one that 
requires a God-given skill – or we could say from 1 Peter 
4:10-11 – a grace-given gift for speaking or serving that 
motivates the church to better worship for the glory of 
God. 
 
Next the God-given purpose of worship leaders is to unite 
our hearts in worship. 
 
All worship leaders are called to lead, 
 

10 John 4:23-24 
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By uniting hearts (1 Corinthians 14:26, 40) 
 
The preacher and the song leader – the one who prays, 
and the one who welcomes – the one who sings into a 
microphone and the one who plays an instrument – they 
are all lead worshippers in the assembly!  And their goal 
is the same – to unite the affections and hearts and wills 
of God’s people together in the preaching, music, 
prayers, and doctrines of the Gospel! 
 
1 Corinthians 14 teaches this point clearly, 

 
 
In verse 26 Paul asks the question, 

 
What then brothers?  When you come together [for 
worship on Sunday mornings], each one has a hymn, a 
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation.  Let 
all things be done for building up. 
 
In other words – your corporate worship needs to be 
united under faithful leadership.  Contrary to some 
popular charismatic teaching today - Sunday morning is 
not a free-for-all where the Spirit’s presence is 
demonstrated by everyone losing self-control.  
 
God has designed the corporate worship to be orderly.  
 
Again in verse 40 as it refers to the Sunday morning 
worship services in God’s church, all things should be 
done decently and in order.  
 
God desires for worship leaders to unite worshipping 
hearts together, 

 
Orderly 
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There’s a harmony and design to all the elements of our 
worship services.  It’s planned to elicit a response to 
God. 
 
But another way God’s worship leaders help to unite 
hearts is through their genuine expressiveness. 
 
Uniting hearts, 
 

 
Responsively 
 
If those who are leading the worship are so focused on 
their music or what comes next in the program, that they 
aren’t free to worship God in spirit and truth themselves – 
then what kind of worship are they really leading? 
 
So much of a worship leader’s duty is caught, more than 
taught.  Because worship is a response.  His or her facial 
expressions, smile, tears, physical movements, and eyes 
are all powerful communicators that greatly affect the 
congregation in our worship together.  
 

If a worship leader is singing the greatest Christ-centered 
lyrics with bored eyes… or a preacher is preaching the 
most joy-inducing truth from Scripture with monotone 
dullness … or an elder is more concerned about shuffling 
his notes while he’s leading the church in our weekly 
prayer together … you could rightly ask what kind of 
worship the lead worshipper is truly inviting the church to 
join?  
 
Romans 12:8 commands those who lead to lead with 
zeal.  
 
The point is this – God calls worship leaders to unite 
hearts – not just in a program or a religious ritual – but, 
 

 
In worship  (Philippians 3:3) 
 
Consider carefully Philippians 3:3,  
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For we are the circumcision – translation – we are the 
true children of God – who worship by the Spirit of God 
and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the 
flesh. 
 
It takes God to worship God.  David acknowledged that 
His praise not only is towards God, but actually comes 
from God Himself in Psalm 22:25.  
 
So those who lead God’s people in worship must do so, 
 

 
Dependently 

 
Acknowledging that it is only by the Spirit of God through 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ that anyone can approach 
a holy God in worship.  11

 
1 Peter 2:5 teaches us that we can only offer spiritual 
sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Matt Redman or Chris Tomlin or John MacArthur or John 
Piper have no spiritual advantage in worship over any 
other human being.  Because true worship isn’t accepted 
based on skill or knowledge – but on grace.  Undeserved 
and unmerited grace of God that is made known to us by 
God’s Spirit through the finished work of Jesus Christ.  
 
Jesus Christ is the supreme worship leader in God’s 
Church – for He alone is able to sanctify people through 
His own blood,  and usher us into the very throne room 12

of our Holy God with acceptance, love, and awe, and 
worship. 
 
You see, faithful leadership in worship depends entirely 
on God’s provision, and aims the worship of the church, 
 

11 Romans 15:16 
12 Hebrews 13:12-18 
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Directionally – all in the direction of God’s greater glory. 
 
Philippians 3:3 calls us to glory in Christ Jesus and put 
no confidence in the flesh. 
 
The lead worshippers in God’s church are sign-posts. 
They are bill boards.  No one stops and marvels at a 
bill-board – wow – what a great hunk of wood that is 
attached to those telephone poles alongside the road. 
No!  
 
The billboard is there to direct people to its message.  
 
And so is God’s design for those who lead the worship of 
His people every Sunday morning.  
 

 
 
Worship leaders are called to unite our hearts together in 
worship – by using their life and their skill to point us to 
Christ.  By using their planning and their expressiveness 
to unite our hearts in Christ.  By modeling dependence, 
and motivating the redeemed to boast in nothing other 
than the cross of Christ!  This is God’s design for the lead 
worshippers in His church. 
 
So then as we close, I exhort us to, 
 

 
Pray for those who lead our worship (Hebrews 13:15-18)  
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By now you realize I’m asking you to pray for more than 
just one or two people.  It’s anyone who is a part of 
leading our worship together on Sunday mornings – 
either through speaking or serving. 
 
Pray that God will continue to grow and protect the 
spiritual life and skills of our leaders.  That the church 
would see Jesus when they gather together to worship. 
 
And pray that God will direct our steps together as a 
church family as we seek to hire an associate pastor of 
music and worship sometime in 2018, as God provides.  
 
Obviously it makes sense to have a vocational elder 
serving as our lead worshipper on Sunday mornings – 
but pray that as we make this transition – all of the saints 
will be better equipped to more fully and joyfully respond 
to God and His Gospel with faith and repentance.  
 
Elders aren’t the hired guns – or the professionals of the 
church.  An elder’s effectiveness is measured by how 
well they are deepening and multiplying the other 
disciples around them for God’s greater glory.  So pray 
with us that God would favor our worship together, 
 

 
 
As we all together seek to excel yet more in responding 
to God as a living sacrifice, by meeting together with a 
joyful noise, under faithful leadership. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
<All Creatures of Our God and King> 
 
<<Counseling Roundtable Luncheon Today>> 
 
Let’s pray our Benediction now as we are dismissed, 
 
Benediction 
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12 …“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 …  “To 
him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 
and glory and might forever and ever!” Revelation 5:12-13 
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Recommended Resources on Worship – under 
faithful leadership: 
 

● Exodus 18:21; 36:1 

● Nehemiah 11:17 

● 1 Chronicles 6:31-32; 15:16-22; 16:4-6; 25:1-31 

● Psalm 22:22-31; 33:3 

● Romans 12:1-2, 8; 15:16 

● 1 Corinthians 4:1-2, 7-8; 14:12, 26, 33, 40 

● Philippians 1:9-11; 3:3 

● 1 Thessalonians 2:4 

● 1 Timothy 3:1-13 

● Titus 1:6-9  

● Hebrews 13:15-18 

● 1 Peter 2:5 

 

● Bob Kauflin: “Skill & Life” - https://vimeo.com/219511274  

● http://sovereigngracemusic.org/training/wmvi/ 
 

● True Worshipers, Bob Kauflin 

● Worship Matters, Bob Kauflin 

● Worship: Rediscovering the Missing Jewel, Allen & Borror 

● Recalling the Hope of Glory, Allen Ross  

 
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions 
 

1. Read 1 Peter 4:10-11. What lessons can we learn from these verses 

for all those who help lead our congregation in worship on Sunday 

mornings?  

 

2. Read Psalm 33:3. How important is musical skill for someone leading 

the church in worship of God?  How should leaders employ skill in view 

of 1 Corinthians 4:1-7?  

 

3. Read Philippians 3:3. What does it mean to worship “by the Spirit of 

God” (c.f. Ephesians 5:18-21)?  What common temptations should a 

worship leader expect to face in terms of this verse? 

 

4. 55 different psalms were written “For the Choir Director.”  Why is this 

significant, and what does this teach us about God’s design for our 

worship together? 

 

5. Review Romans 12:1-2.  Since worship isn’t just part of your life, but all 

your life – what does it really mean to help lead others in worship?  

 

6. Share some key principles that God has taught you from this series on 

our Sunday morning worship.  How does God want your beliefs/actions 

to change now?  Pray for one another and for our church family, to be 

able to joyfully submit your practice and lifestyle of worship to God’s 

Word for His greater glory. 
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