
Radical Love 
Luke 6:27-38 - NCBC, November 12, 2017 

 
Main Point:  Christ’s disciples imitate Him by actively 
loving their enemies and generously showing mercy 
in view of abundant eternal rewards.  

 
● Christ’s disciples imitate Him (35b-36, 40) 

 
o Kind to ungrateful & evil 
o Merciful to sinners  

  
● By actively loving their enemies (27-31) 

  
o Intentionally seeking the other’s eternal good 
o Continually willing to suffer loss 

 
● And generously showing mercy (35-38a) 

  
o Not judging, but giving 
o Not condemning, but forgiving 

 
● In view of abundant eternal rewards (32-34, 35b, 38b) 

  
o Resting in God’s eternal love 
o Believing in God’s super-abundant returns 

 
Application:  Hear Christ’s call to overcome evil with 
good. (Rom. 12:21) 
 
 

 

Opening Announcements:  
Aaron & Jonelle report from N. Africa 
<<You Alone Can Rescue>> 
 

 
 
All praise to the God of resurrection who has made a way 
for sinners like us to be rescued and live forever with 
Him.  
 
Let’s continue our worship by opening His Word to Luke 
chapter 6, and continuing our meditation upon Jesus’ 
sermon on the plain. 
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If you don’t have a Bible with you this morning, please 
raise your hand as our men are coming to give you a 
Bible.  You are welcome to take this Bible home as our 
gift to you, or just simply return it after our service by 
placing it on the table in the back of the room.  
 
We again have strong teaching of Jesus in front of us in 
Luke chapter 6 this morning.  At the beginning of this 
chapter Jesus declared himself the Lord of the Sabbath 
after harvesting some wheat to eat for a snack and then 
healing a man with a withered hand all on the Sabbath. 
This angered the religious legalists – they must have 
thought that this new rabbi was promoting an 
“easy-believism” or that he was against obedience to 
God’s law – and that he would teach people to cast off all 
moral and religious constraint and live for their own 
pleasure. 
 

 
 
But then Jesus – after choosing his 12 disciples – opens 
his mouth and begins to teach.  And his sermon shows 
that real disciples – those who follow Christ – are held to 
an even higher standard than religious law.  Christ’s 
disciples are called to radical love! 
 

 
 
Jesus’ sermon on the plain reveals the motivation and 
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manners of true disciples – focusing on their faith, love, 
and obedience. 
 
Last week we considered the 4 beatitudes and 4 woes of 
verses 20-26.  Christ’s disciples live by different values 
than the world.  We live by faith in Christ – not by earthly 
sight.  This present age values Power, Comfort, Success, 
and Reputation – but Christ-followers live free from such 
short-sighted principles.  Because we truly value Jesus 
above everything else – we can rejoice when our 
identification with Christ means humility, hunger, grief, 
and persecution in this kingdom of now… for our joy is 
secure in the Kingdom that is yet to come!  
 
Today we consider verses 27-38, focused on the 
superior and radical love of all true Christ-followers. 
Christ turns the world’s view of love on its head in these 
verses – and radically challenges our own thinking and 
responses towards our oppositional relationships. 
 
So, before we read this Scripture – carefully answer this 
question, “are you coming with ears to hear?”  
 
In other words – no matter how difficult a relationship 
might be in your life right now – do you desire to really 
listen to Jesus’ words this morning?  Do you want to hear 
and obey the teaching of your Savior this morning – no 
matter how much real love may cost? 
 
The words before us in Luke 6 are staggering in their 
demands.  Human ability and reasoning is not sufficient 

to produce or sustain such love.  This is a God-produced 
and God-powered love.  You can only love like this, after 
God has first loved you.  1

 
Therefore keep the cross squarely before you as you 
seek to submit your life to this teaching this morning. 
 
Remember this is not a sermon on how to enter God’s 
kingdom – it is not a sermon on what someone must do 
to be saved.  Rather, this is a sermon describing how 
God’s children treat others after their hearts have been 
so transformed by God’s saving love.  Loved people love.  
 
But cross-amnesiacs will always fail to understand and 
obey this strong teaching.  
 
So again I pause to ask you who have been loved and 
born again by the Spirit of God – when it comes to how 
you think and act in your most difficult relationships with 
others - are you willing to vulnerably submit your 
long-held beliefs and self-justified posture to the 
penetrating light of Christ’s teaching this morning?  
 
I urge you to listen to God’s Word – and submit to its 
purifying power.  I believe this Scripture has the power to 
transform our lives if we hear and obey. 
 
Please stand with me in honor of God’s Word as I read 
from Luke chapter 6, verse 27, from the English 
Standard Translation:  
1 1 John 4:19 
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27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do           
good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse          
you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one who strikes           
you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who            
takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either.          
30 Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one          
who takes away your goods do not demand them back.          
31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to             
them.  
32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to            
you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if           
you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is             
that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you            
lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what          
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get            
back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and do          
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your         
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most            
High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be            
merciful, even as your Father is merciful.  
37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not,          
and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be           
forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. Good          
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,       
will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it             
will be measured back to you.” 
 
These are the commands and promises of our Lord. 
You may be seated.  
 

Let’s Pray. 
 
Unlike the first section of Jesus’ sermon that only had 
one command – To rejoice and leap for joy when you are 
ostracized for obeying Jesus  - these middle 12 verses 2

contain 17 different imperatives – 17 commands for how 
God’s kingdom citizen is called to treat their earthly 
enemies.  
 
The force of all these commands is summed up by two 
summary statements – first in verse 31 and then again at 
the end of verse 38.  
 
Verse 31 has been called the “Golden Rule”: As you wish 
that others would do to you, do so to them.   The point is 3

clear enough – treat others how you wish others would 
treat you.  
 
The end of verse 38 contains the other summary 
statement in this section, For with the measure you use it 
will be measured back to you.  If verse 31 is called the 
“Golden Rule,” we might call verse 38 the “Platinum 
Rule,” for it raises our eyes above the horizontal 
relationship and lifts our love vertically.  Verse 38 actually 
teaches the stunning truth that God Himself will reward 
His children in direct correspondence to how they treat 
others here on this earth.  
 

2 Luke 6:23, c.f. 22 
3 C.f. Matthew 7:12 
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With the measure you use it will be measured back to 
you. 
 
Put simply verse 38 says, “Give how you want God to 
give back to you.”  Your human generosity will be 
rewarded with God’s superior generosity. This is the 
highest Platinum Rule of Christian discipleship.  
 
While the Golden Rule frees us to really love someone 
who doesn’t deserve our love… the Platinum Rule frees 
us to keep loving them even when they don’t ever 
change or respond rightly.  Verse 31 makes sure our 
love is proactive, while verse 38 makes sure our love is 
persevering – ultimately done for the heavenly audience 
of One – not just to manipulate a horizontal response. 
 
To renew our minds with these topsy-turvy kingdom rules 
of relationships, let’s walk through the text using our main 
point as our outline.  
 

 
Christ’s disciples imitate Him by actively loving their 

enemies and generously showing mercy in view of 
abundant eternal rewards.  
 
Admittedly this is a lengthy main point – but every part of 
it is found in the text and is significant to our 
understanding.  
 
To receive God’s grace means to share it!  Loved people 
love.  
 
So those who really know and follow Christ – is that you 
this morning – are you a citizen by faith in this topsy-turvy 
kingdom?  All Christ’s disciples imitate Him by actively 
loving even their enemies, and by showing mercy to 
other sinners in view of abundant eternal rewards.  
 
First, let’s start in verses 35-36 as we recognize that,  
 

 
Christ’s disciples imitate Him (35b-36, 40) 
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Followers emulate.  Disciples become more and more 
like the Master over time.  
 
Verse 40 states it clearly,  
 
A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when 
he is fully trained will be like his teacher.  
 
Since God is love,  and His grace has made us His 4

children – then the grounds of all these commands for 
how we are to treat others is rooted more in our identity 
as children of God – than just some relational ethic.  
 
Look at the end of verse 35 and ask yourself – how do 
you know that someone is a child of the Most High?  
 
But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you 
will be sons of the Most High, for He is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil.  Be merciful, even as your Father 
is merciful. 
 
Don’t miss this church:  Your generous love and mercy 
for enemies demonstrates the very character of your 
Heavenly Father in you.  Like Father, like son.  Like 
Father, like daughter. 
 
This means that the goal of how you respond to the most 
difficult relationship in your life must be the glory of God 
alone.  
4 1 John 4:16 

 
Jesus isn’t offering 17 tips for how to win friends and 
influence people.  True disciples don’t use these 
principles to just manipulate people or even to selfishly 
store up for themselves eternal rewards.  Verse 35 says 
that real disciples love like this expecting nothing in 
return – but in so doing they put the character of their 
God on display.  
 
The Name and Fame of God shines through the loving 
sacrifices of humble disciples who seek to imitate their 
Father.  And what qualities of your Father does Jesus 
highlight in the text? 
 
In verse 35, 
 

 
He is kind to the ungrateful & evil 
 
Dear brother and sister in Christ – have you recently 
considered the kindness of God which led you to 
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repentance?   You and I have been so ungrateful and evil 5

throughout our lives – but how has God dealt with us? 
According to verse 36 – God has been  
 

 
Merciful to us sinners  
 
He has actively and graciously sought to bring 
reconciliation and redemption to our hearts – all while we 
only deserved his wrath, judgment, and just.  
 
Loved ones – you must not lose sight of God’s mercy to 
you.  Only loved people love.  Only forgiven people 
forgive.  
 
So before we go any farther in this message – it is 
imperative that you honestly consider all the ways that 
God has shown His kindness and mercy to you.  Lift high 
the cross of Christ in your mind.  Remember your foolish 

5 Romans 2:4 

and sinful ways – but see your Heavenly Father’s mercy 
extended towards you in Christ!  
 
This Divine mercy and kindness you’ve received is the 
grounds for all the commands found in the rest of this 
sermon.  If you haven’t been born again by God’s Spirit – 
you will not be able to experience this fruit of the Spirit – 
which is love.   6

 
So aim your life to imitate God and put His glory on 
display,  
 

 
By actively loving your enemies (27-31) 
 
Notice verse 27.  The audience is clearly those who are 
saved – those who have ears to hear.  And the main 
command is simply to love your enemies.   
 

6 Galatians 5:22-23 
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To press home his point, Jesus gives 3 radical 
commands followed by 4 illustrations to help his disciples 
understand what it really means to love your enemies. 
 
First, do good to those who hate you.  
 
Has anyone ever hardened their jaw, furrowed their brow, 
and vomited hatred towards you?  
 
Active love is how God responded to His enemies.   7

 
Doing good.  
 
This is the “golden rule,” not the “silver rule.”  Many 
religions have a “silver rule” that basically teaches don’t 
do to others what you don’t want done to you.   In other 8

words, don’t pursue revenge.  Just hold your tongue.  
 
But Jesus raises the bar – this is far more radical than 
abstaining from revenge.  Do good to the very person 
who hates you.  Feed him if he’s hungry.  Give her water 
if she’s thirsty.   This kind of love is not a feeling – it’s  9

 

7 Romans 5:8 
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Rule#Silver_Rule  
9 Romans 12:20-21 

 
Intentionally seeking the other’s eternal good 
 
Verse 28 goes on, bless those who curse you. Pray for 
those who abuse you.  
 
This is radical, Christ-like love that doesn’t only show up 
in my actions – but also in my words.  
 
To bless means to speak well of, to encourage, to speak 
pleasantly to.  
 
To pray for those who abuse you is to seek your 
enemies’ eternal good at the highest level – to ask God 
to bless and bring favor to their lives – to intercede for 
your enemies in the very throne room of God!  
 
This kind of love is most unnatural. We have been so 
culturally conditioned to stand up for our rights at all 
costs.  But how did Jesus respond to our hatred, cursing, 
and abuse of Him? 
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Consider honestly now how you treat those who oppose 
you.  Some of us are tempted to fight.  We attack back 
when we are done wrong.  Others of us are tempted to 
flight.  We avoid the conflict, and just passively distance 
ourselves.  
 
But the radical love of Christ responds instead with 
intentional love.  Sacrificially laying down my own life for 
the eternal good of my enemy – no matter the personal 
cost. 
 
And further yet, verses 29-30 offer 4 illustrations of how 
this active Spirit-produced love is, 
 

 
Continually willing to suffer loss 
 
To the one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 
also.  
 
From one who takes away your coat, do not withhold 
your undershirt either. 

 
Give to everyone who begs from you, 
 
And from one who takes away your goods do not 
demand them back. 
 
Whether you are harmed emotionally, socially, physically, 
or materially – the point of all 4 illustrations is the same: 
the radical love of Christ resists an attitude of revenge or 
despair – and instead continues to pursue their enemy’s 
eternal good even at great ongoing vulnerability and risk 
to oneself.  
 
Love believes the best, not the worst.   Love continues 10

to give your enemy the opportunity to do right next time.  
 
Now please listen carefully to me at this point. 
Sometimes seeking your enemy’s eternal good requires 
involving civil authorities, according to Romans 13:4. 
But even then – our mindset and our manners and our 
monologues must be out of love – not spite or revenge. 
 
This is so topsy-turvy from our lawsuit-crazed culture 
today.  Listen carefully to 1 Corinthians 6:7, 
 

10 1 Corinthians 13:7 
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To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a 
defeat for you.  Why not rather suffer wrong?  Why not 
rather be defrauded? 
 
Jesus teaching is clear – your love for others will 
sometimes make you vulnerable to repeated abuse and 
loss. 
 
It sounds so harsh in our victimized culture today – but 
church – we must honestly ask ourselves whether living 
as barricaded victims is the true freedom that God 
intends.  How should we live and think differently from 
the world based on these red-letter words? 
 

 
 
Jesus is teaching a sermon on what defines his followers. 
True Christians imitate God’s love.   Intentionally 11

seeking their enemy’s eternal good at great ongoing 
vulnerability and risk to their own pride, protection, 
peace, and possessions.  Christ-followers exercise 
supernatural long-suffering and generosity – and are 
even willing to be cheated while they just continue to do 
good, and bless, and pray for those who spitefully use 
them.  
 
Are you keeping the cross of Christ in full view of your 
windshield this morning?  As radical love humbles your 
heart this morning – see the perfect love of God 
manifested towards you in your sinful state through the 
person and work of Jesus Christ!!  Boast in the cross of 
Christ this morning – for it’s only in the cross that you can 

11 Ephesians 4:31-5:2 
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live free from the short-sighted values of this world, and 
truly experience such spiritual freedom and love.  12

 
Christ’s disciples imitate Him by actively loving their 
enemies, 
 

 
And generously showing mercy (35-38a) 
 
In this sermon there’s a very strong connection between 
love, generosity, and mercy. Look at verse 37.  To love 
your enemies rejects all self-righteous, self-justified anger 
and judgment.  
 
Love demonstrates a generous mercy by,  
 

12 Galatians 5:1,13-14,16-24; 6:14 

 
Not judging, but giving 
 
Judge not, and you will not be judged.  
 
But verse 38, give, and it will be given to you. 
 
Don’t jump to conclusions, or assume motives, or fail to 
consult all the parties involved.  Don’t you remember how 
God’s mercy has triumphed over judgment in your own 
life?  13

 
Instead love – or give your life away for your enemy’s 
eternal good – and so make an investment in heavenly 
returns. 
 
The love of generous mercy not only persists in doing 
good and giving even when expecting no earthly 
benefit…but also is demonstrated by, 
 

13 James 2:13 
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Not condemning, but forgiving 
 
Condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive 
and you will be forgiven. 
 
Loved ones – you are never more like God than when 
you truly forgive.   Refusing to forgive only locks yourself 14

in the prison of bitterness and gives your enemy the key.  
 
But to forgive, and show mercy, and continue to be 
generous even to those who take advantage of you 
seems so radically upside-down in today’s world.  
 
All relationships in the world run on a market-place ethic. 
In other words – people do relationships today based on 
a profit-mentality.  If this relationship helps me, or serves 
my purposes, or blesses me – it’s a relationship I’m 
willing to sacrifice for.  But as soon as the costs of any 
relationship exceed my perceived benefits – I cut and 

14 Ephesians 4:32 

run. No wonder marriages and families and partnerships 
have such a ruinous outlook today.  
 
Only in the kingdom ruled by Christ is mercy and 
forgiveness truly valued and practiced.  
 
Is there someone you need to forgive this morning? 
Have you judged and condemned – rather than forgiven 
and given … again?  
 
Radical love makes no sense apart from its unbreakable 
connection to glory.  So along with God’s love for you 
shown at the cross – you must keep loving, 
 

 
In view of abundant eternal rewards (32-34, 35b, 38b) 
 
Verse 35 says that when you love your enemies, and do 
good to them, and keep giving to them regardless of their 
past history of taking advantage of you…your reward will 
be great and you will be sons of the Most High. 
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You don’t need to worry about what your enemies think 
about you here on earth – for your heart is, 
 

 
Resting in God’s eternal love 
 
The radical love of God’s Spirit working in and through 
your life testifies that you have been loved by God first! 
And what a benefit to be one of God’s beloved children! 
 
Now look back at the 3 illustrations of how worldly 
sinners love one another in verses 32-34.  All three 
verses end asking the same question – what benefit is 
that to you?  How does it lead to God’s favor on your life 
if you are just selfishly loving those who love you, and 
scratching the back of those who scratch yours in return? 
These verses cause us to think longer-term about how 
we treat our enemies – what’s this all for in the end? 
How can your loving actions and words today result in 
the greatest eternal benefit then? 
 

After all, true disciples of Jesus live for more than 
temporary relational profit.  They know that their life is no 
longer their own, but it’s been purchased with the 
life-blood of Christ Himself.   And now it is to be spent 15

for putting God’s love and mercy and forgiveness on 
display – believing that on judgment day – how does 
verse 38 say it? 
 
It will be given to you, good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. 
 
This is a powerful 4-step image of God pouring the 
harvest grain into the fold of the harvester’s garment in 
super-abundant generosity – pouring the grain in – then 
pressing it down, and shaking it down – then pouring 
more in until the harvester’s garment cannot even hold 
one more single grain.  
 
You see dear child of God – you must believe in  
 

15 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 2 Corinthians 5:15 
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God’s super-abundant returns 
 
His generosity is far superior to any of your generosity 
you can extend to your enemies.  And the Platinum Rule 
of verse 38 should cause your joy to swell as you realize 
that your love for your enemies today unlocks God’s 
radical generosity to you in eternity.  Love is always the 
best investment.  
 
So we’ve learned today that, 
 

 
 
Christ’s disciples imitate Him by actively loving their 
enemies and generously showing mercy in view of 
abundant eternal rewards. 
 
It’s all summed up by the Golden Rule in verse 31 and 
the Platinum Rule in verse 38.  
 
And perhaps Paul’s greatest commentary on this 
passage is from Romans 12:9-21 where he charges us 
to, 
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overcome evil with good. (Rom. 12:21) 
 
No doubt you have a difficult relationship in your life. 
Perhaps it’s with your spouse, or your parent, or your 
child, or your sibling, or a boss…or a former friend who 
only betrayed your trust. 
 
But no matter who it is… Jesus is calling all of his 
disciples to hear and obey His Words this morning. His 
words are completely opposite of the wisdom of this 
world.  So who will you listen to?  
 
Will you remain self-justified in your bitter fighting and 
flighting?  Or will you repent from your market-place ethic 
– and instead live out the Golden Rule – seeking to 
intentionally and actively pursue the eternal good of 
others even when they don’t deserve your love.  And will 
you live out the Platinum Rule – choosing to forgive 
others, and be merciful and patient with others sins and 
ingratitude – just as you desire God to do to you?  
 

Dear brother and sister, do not be overcome by evil – but 
overcome evil with good.  16

 

 
 
<Jesus Thank You> 
 
Let’s pray our Benediction now as we are dismissed, 
 
Benediction 
 

16 Romans 12:21 
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Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, …according to the command of 

the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the 
only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ!  

Jude 24-25 
 
 
 
Recommended Resources on Radical Love: 
 
• Matthew 5:44, 48; 16:19; 18:18 
• John 13:34-35; 15:12-17; 20:23 
• Romans 12:14-21; 13:10 
• 1 Corinthians 4:12; 13:1-13 
• Galatians 5:22-23; 6:2 
• 1 Thessalonians 5:15 
• James 2:8 
• 1 Peter 3:9; 4:7-11 
• 1 John 3:11-18  
 
• https://www.desiringgod.org/books/love-your-enemies 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMRjbQL1eHE 

• https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/loving-difficult-people 

  
• How to Overcome Evil, Jay Adams  
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Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions 
 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.  How is this mindset 

significant to responding rightly to our experience with 
evil and injustice in this world?  How does this 
mindset differ from the common attitudes of our 
present culture? 

  
2. Read 1 John 3:18; 4:16, 19-21 and Galatians 5:22-23. 

How is it possible for us to practice the radical love of 
Luke 6?  What is the source and power of such love? 
And how then can this kind of love be increased in the 
believer’s life? 

  
3. Review Luke 6:31. Why has this been referred to as 

“the golden rule?”  How is this rule similar and 
different to the summary statement that concludes 
Luke 6:38? 

  
4. Review Luke 6:27-30.  How are you tempted to 

respond when someone hurts you…again?  What is 
the difference between enabling someone’s ongoing 
sin, and continuing to intentionally be sacrificially 
vulnerable and take loving risks for the other’s eternal 
good? 

  
5. How is God calling you to grow in radical, 

supernatural love in your present relationships?  What 
difference does His super-abundance of eternal 
rewards make on how you are engaging in the most 
difficult relationships in your life right now? 
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