
The Sin of Racism 
James 2:1-13 - NCBC, January 21, 2018 

 
We must overcome sinful partiality with the love and mercy that 
only Christ’s cross produces. 
 

● For the glory of God – James 2:1 
 

o Everyone, everywhere carries God’s image (Gen 
1:26-27; Acts 17:26) 

o God is one, and the God of all people (Rom 3:29-30) 
o Anyone, anywhere can be justified through faith in 

Christ alone (Romans 3:29-30) 
  

● Repent of all subtle self-justifications behind your evil 
judgments – James 2:2-4 

 
o Class Elitism (James 2:5-7) 
o Cultural Elitism (Romans 14:1-4,10, 17) 
o Civic Elitism (Ezekiel 43:7-9) 
o Color Elitism (Numbers 12:1-10) 
o Gender Elitism (Galatians 3:28) 

 
● Demonstrate your true relationship with God by fulfilling His 

royal law – James 2:8-13 
 

o Spirit-controlled beliefs (Colossians 3:1-4) 
o Spirit-controlled tongues (Colossians 3:9-10) 
o Spirit-controlled values (Colossians 3:11) 
o Spirit-controlled mercies (Colossians 3:12-14) 

 
 
Opening Announcements:  
● Invitation for Ice Camp Prayer Partners 
● Camp Nathaniel Outreach Project – Info Mtg @ 3pm today 

 
<<All I have is Christ>> 
 

 
 
When everything else is taken away…and all you have is 
Jesus…Jesus is enough.  We’ve gathered to worship 
Him on this day that is set aside to acknowledge the 
sanctity of life – for God Himself is the source of all that 
lives, and moves, and has its being.   1

 
You’ll want to have your Bible open to James chapter 2 
this morning as we continue our January preaching 
series on Key Spiritual Issues for God’s people.  
 

 
 

1 Acts 17:28 
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If you don’t have a Bible with you, simply raise your hand 
and we’d be delighted to give you one.  You are welcome 
to take this Bible home as our gift to you, or just return it 
after our service by placing it on the table in the back of 
the room.  
 
We started our January preaching series with a message 
on Biblical Hospitality.  Then last week we launched into 
seven days of prayer with a sermon on Fasting from 
Isaiah 58.  
 
I trust that your soul has been refreshed with mine as 
you’ve given extra attention and energy to expressing 
your dependent faith in God this week.  As our special 
daily times of prayer together have concluded this 
morning, I would encourage you to continue to seek 
extended times for prayer individually, and with small 
groups of friends, in the coming weeks and months.  As 
we navigate days of government shut-downs, increasing 
wickedness, and abundant Gospel opportunities … may 
our words and our actions be powered by an engine of 
prayerful dependence upon our good and all-sufficient 
God.  
 
Now this morning we focus on the holy preciousness of 
all life that is given by God.  Normally, such a focus turns 
our attention to the evil of abortion, and the vulnerable 
plight of the unborn.  And while God’s people must 
continually pray and fight against the ongoing evil of 
abortion – the sanctity of life is not limited to the unborn. 
The doctrine of the sanctity of life has implications for 
health care, personal identity, and all social 
discrimination as well.  
 

It's no secret that our nation is deeply divided.  The 
“black” and “blue” fault lines of race and policing are 
constantly rumbling underneath our lives. Contrary to 
“peace-fakers” who live to avoid confrontation, the church 
must not be silent amid the raging and complex spirit of 
racism that marks our times. 
 
And so today, on sanctity of life Sunday, we humbly turn 
our attention to,  
 

 
 
The sin of racism.  Admittedly 35 minutes is not an 
enough time to adequately address a topic so complex 
and emotionally charged as this one.  
 
But as we open God’s word, we find an amazing amount 
of teaching and hope that informs our minds and 
manners in this discussion.  So please listen carefully 
and humbly, as we ask God to give us more of His heart 
in this very difficult issue. 
 
Please stand in honor of the reading of God’s Word as I 
read from James chapter 2, from the English Standard 
Translation:  
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My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man 
wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your 
assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes 
in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the 
fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” 
while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” 
or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made 
distinctions among yourselves and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to 
those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor 
man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the 
ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones 
who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were 
called?  
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the 
Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you 
are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are 
committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but 
fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 11 For he 
who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 
murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, 
you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak 
and so act as those who are to be judged under the law 
of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one who 
has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.  
 
These are God’s words. You may be seated. Let’s Pray. 
 
 

This November a headline in the Peoria Journal Star 
offered both good news and bad news. First the good 
news: “Peoria is no longer the worst city in the United 
States for African-Americans.”   The bad news? Peoria is 2

now rated the 2nd worst metro for black Americans in 
2017.  Springfield IL was ranked nine on the list. 
 
Now just let that sink in for a moment.  According to 24/7 
Wall Street – if you look at statistics related to income, 
unemployment, education, and health outcomes – and 
you compare the stats between whites and blacks – 
Peoria now has the second worst ranking of all the cities 
in the United States for the wellness of our black 
neighbors.  3

 
Now I know that some of us immediately start to justify 
these statistics in our head as soon as we hear this…but 
please listen long enough to just let this sink in.  
 
I’m not guilty about my whiteness, and I’m not asking 
anyone here to feel guilt for how God made you, or what 
He has given you.  But I’m asking you to this question… 
are you aware that generally speaking, central IL – our 

2
 

http://www.week.com/story/36773610/peoria-rated-2nd-worst-city-for-black-america

ns-in-2017-by-247-wall-street  
3 Obviously blacks and whites are not the only ethnicities impacted by racial 
sins.  But the African slave history in America gives prudent priority to our 
focus on black and white colors in this racism discussion.  African 
Americans are the only people group in our land who suffered centuries of 
race-based slavery.  This history has fueled an unconscious public 
perception of black inferiority.  So as our post-civil war society continues 
its present decline in racial oneness, the church must speak up and call sin, 
“sin.”  The Gospel demands the church proactively pursue greater ethnic 
diversity and oneness in its fellowships for the glory of God.  
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community – is a very difficult place to live as a black 
American?  Do you know this, and more importantly – do 
you care?  4

 
Church, the majority culture always bears biblical 
responsibility to work harder to make minorities feel at 
home.  It’s too easy for our majority culture to be blind to 
our own ethnicity.  White, Midwestern values and 
assumptions are not often challenged here.  But they 
exist.  And God’s Word comes this morning to gently but 
firmly awaken us to sins of commission…and perhaps 
even more to sins of omission …regarding the racism 
among us. 
 
This is not a peripheral matter for God’s church. 
Sundays are still the most segregated times in our nation. 
Yet the Gospel offers freedom from all forms of partiality 
based on externals.  And as God’s ministers of 
reconciliation,   5

 

4 Pastor Matt Chandler speaking on Micah 6:8:  Our progress in racial 
oneness will only go as far as our empathy carries it.  To feel empathy 
requires humility. Pride never feels deeply for others.  Empathy requires 
sacrifices. 
5 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 

 
We must overcome sinful partiality with the love and mercy that only 
Christ’s cross produces. 
 
So here’s my goal this morning.  I want to walk through 
James chapter 2 and draw out some implications for 
discrimination.  Admittedly James 2 is about class 
discrimination, not color discrimination.  But the principles 
are still relevant.  
 
I fully recognize that beginning this complex discussion 
will open me to critique and criticism.  Race wounds go 
deep quickly.  There’s no way I could fully understand all 
the complexities of systematic racial profiling found in our 
public policies… as well as rightly appreciate all of the 
suffering intertwined with the personal responsibility of 
minority behaviors.  It’s tempting to just stay quiet and 
focus on other moral issues.  
 
But this I know… Romans 2:11 says that God shows no 
partiality.  And Ephesians 2:16 proclaims that the blood 
of Christ has reconciled all people together into one body 
through the cross – thereby killing the former hostility that 
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existed between these groups!   We must fight the 6

Satanic evil of racism and all of its pride, and hate, and 
fear, and hopelessness, and guilt. God’s people must 
cross ethnic barriers together in Gospel unity, 
 

 
For the glory of God. 
 
James 2:1 says this, My brothers, show no partiality as 
you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory. 
 
Let’s define partiality for a moment.  Partiality is personal 
favoritism.  Discrimination based on externals.  It’s a spirit 
of elitism – that postures oneself above others and 
pushes them down.  It can take all kinds of forms as we 
will see in a minute – but for now James says, God’s 
children should not do this.  It’s sin.  Partiality is 
inconsistent with faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  It falls 
short of God’s glory.  7

 
Because first,  

6 Ephesians 2:16 
7 Romans 3:23 

 

 
Everyone, everywhere carries God’s image. 
 
To be human is to bear the Imago Dei…the image of 
God. 
 

 
 
Genesis 1:27 teaches us that God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them.  
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This is a foundational doctrine:  every human being was 
created by God for His glory,  to be a mannequin upon 8

which God could hang some of His attributes for His 
greater fame in the world.  
 
Every person – no matter their color, education, 
language, age, gender, or religion – every person has 
real inherent value and worth – for they were created by 
God to communicate something of His likeness to the 
world. 
 

 
 
Acts 17, And God made from one man every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth… 
 
Biblically speaking then, there’s only one human race. 
Never could the Scriptures ever justify calling any human 
just 3/5 of a person.  9

 

8 Isaiah 43:7 
9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three-Fifths_Compromise  

 
Because God is one, and the God of all people. 
 
I suppose if there was more than one god who created all 
the people in the world…then some people might be 
more valuable than others.  But there’s only one God – 
and His oneness with Himself brings oneness to all His 
creation. 
 

 
 
Romans 3:29 asks, Is God the God of Jews only?  Is he 
not the God of Gentiles also?  Yes, of Gentiles also, 
since God is one… 
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In other words, the created gets its identity from its 
Creator.  Our most foundational identity is not found in 
our employment, or our blood type, or our skin color.  Our 
primary identity is found in our relationship to our Creator 
– as an image-bearer first, and then for all who believe in 
Christ – as His children. 
 
Because God is the God of all people, 
 

 
Anyone, anywhere can be justified through faith in Christ alone. 
 
Romans 3:30 continues saying, since God is one – who 
will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 
through faith.  
 
It doesn’t matter if you’re racially a Jew or a Gentile.  And 
it doesn’t matter if you’re religiously circumcised or 
uncircumcised …the only thing that matters is that you 
hold faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  For anyone, 10

anywhere can be justified, or made right with God, 
through faith in Christ’s finished work. 
 

10 James 2:1 

The glory of God demands we embrace these biblical 
truths and then, 
  

 
Repent of all subtle self-justifications behind your evil judgments. 
 
This is illustrated well in verses 2-4 of James 2.  
 
Here James introduces us to a judiciary usher who 
“makes distinctions” according to verse 4, and who 
“holds court in his own mind” based on his own evil 
thoughts.  
 
He sees a rich man enter the church house, and he 
wickedly thinks – this is someone who can really help us 
out.  It would be in my own best interest to scratch his 
back, so that in turn he might help us.  This usher is 
self-justified in giving the rich person the best seat in the 
house. 
 
But when the poor man enters with shabby clothing, this 
same usher wickedly believes this man will cost me more 
than he profits me… so if I treat him poorly maybe he 
won’t stain our premise with his neediness again. 
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This is nothing more than, 
 

 
Class Elitism.  
 
But James responds, 
 

 
 
Listen – there is only one law-giver and judge – and 
you’re not Him.   It is pure evil to believe that the rich are 11

more important than the poor.  Your discrimination 
embarrasses the honorable name of God Himself who 
delights in glorifying Himself through His care of the 

11 James 4:12 

needy.  What kind of faith are you holding if you practice 
such self-serving favoritism which ironically only leads to 
your enslavement? 
 
Repent of all self-justifications which fuel your evil 
judgments.  You must learn from Nathanael’s sin in John 
1:46 when he asked Philip, Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth? 
 
Nathanael made an over-generalization – a stereotype – 
a “probability judgment”  based on his former 12

experiences and knowledge of the times…he held court 
in his mind, and wickedly concluded that Jesus could not 
be the Messiah for nothing good could ever come from 
that part of town. 
 
Loved ones – our sins are subtle.  But Jesus commands 
us in John 7:24, Do not judge by appearances, but judge 
with right judgment. 
 
Anytime we make unwarranted generalizations about 
someone because of what they wear, or how they talk, or 
the color of their skin… we are falling into the same sinful 
prejudice of the wicked usher in James 2.  
 
This sin is not limited to economic discrimination…  
 

12 John Piper has a helpful explanation of probability judgments in his book, 
Bloodlines. 
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But also shows up in Cultural Elitism. 
 
In Romans 14 people were discriminating against others 
because of their dietary customs…but Paul wrote, 
 

 
 
The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit.  
 
In other words – what brings oneness to God’s people is 
not their traditions, or diets, or dress or culture.  It is sin to 
believe any external culture is superior to another. 
 

 
And in our very divided political context today, let’s just 
note that if you immediately think less of one of your 
brothers and sisters because they vote differently than 
you – then you must repent.  
 
Christ condemned all Civic or political elitism when he 
ushered in a kingdom that is not of this world.   And in 13

Ezekiel 43,  
 

 
 

13 C.f. how the people reacted when Jesus made the point that his kingdom 
would be ethnically diverse in Luke 4:18-30, and claimed to be the end of 
all racism in Matthew 8:5-13. 
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there’s a fascinating text where God condemns His 
people for linking their own national loyalty to their kings, 
with their worship of Him.  God is not American. Or 
British. Or Jewish.  
 

 
 
Then Numbers 12 shows us how seriously God takes 
showing partiality based on skin color.  This passage 
deserves more time than we have this morning… but 
here’s the short story: 
 

 
 
Aaron and Miriam start to speak against Moses because 
he had married a black woman.  (The Cushites were 

Ethiopian. ) So Moses – the meekest man alive  – had 14 15

an interracial marriage that upset his family!  
 
And how seriously did God take this sibling racism?  So 
severe that God gave Miriam leprosy.  “You want to 
concern yourself with people’s skin color?  Now your skin 
will rot off your bones.  You don’t like dark skin?  Now 
your skin will be as white as snow  until you repent of 16

your sin of racism!”  
 
Loved ones – there is only one human race.  Our 
American evangelical traditions have wrongly taught us 
that interracial marriage is sin.   Listen to God’s Word 17

and repent.  Interracial marriage is not easy – 
cross-cultural relationships never are.  But until interracial 
marriage becomes normalized in evangelicalism – we will 
not yet experience the oneness in Christ that God intends 
for us to have in His Gospel.  
 
Because as Galatians 3:28 makes so clear, 
 

14 According to the “table of nations” in Genesis 10, Noah had three sons 
from whom descended all the nations of the world.  Ham was the father of 
the African peoples: Cush in Ethiopia, Mizraim in Egypt, Put in N. 
Africa/Libya, and interestingly, Canaan in modern-day Israel (Note the only 
non-African child of Ham was the one who received the curse of Genesis 
9:25).  Ham = black.  Shem was the father of all middle-eastern peoples, 
including the Jewish people.  Shem = brown.  Japeth was the father of all 
Asia Minor and European peoples.  Japeth = white.  
15 Numbers 12:3 
16 Numbers 12:10 
17 The Bible forbids intermarriage between an unbeliever and a believer (1 
Cor 7:39; 2 Cor 6:14).  However not between races.  Boaz (Jew) married 
Ruth (Moabite) in Ruth 4:21-22.  The issue is not the mixing of colors, or 
clans, or customs…when Christ is all and in all. 
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There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.  
 
All the sins of class elitism, and cultural elitism, and civic 
elitism, and color elitism, and gender elitism are put to 
death at the cross of Christ.  
 
Do you sense a defensive spirit in you? Humble yourself 
loved one.. for James teaches us now that you,  
 

 
Demonstrate your true relationship with God by fulfilling His royal 
law. 

 
Your treatment of God’s children shows your real 
relationship with God.  Verses 10-11 of James 2 are 
quite sobering:  sinful partiality is on the same level as 
adultery and murder!  
 
Make sure your inner judgments and distinctions and 
beliefs are  
 

 
Spirit-controlled. 
 
James says in verse 1, don’t show partiality as you hold 
the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Let me just ask, “Do you think of Jesus as being a white 
man?”  If so, your racism is showing.  Jesus was 
middle-eastern – a descendent of Shem.  Our majority 
culture and traditions have white-washed Jesus – but are 
we even aware of how we have made God in our own 
ethnicity, and may be unknowingly creating barriers for 
those of different ethnicities with us? 
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Spirit-controlled faith is evidenced by love.   And James 18

teaches that how we love those who are different than us 
– how we practice God’s royal law of love – exposes 
what we really believe about the Jesus Christ we claim to 
have faith in. 
 

 
 
Colossians 3 helps unpack James’ thinking here a bit 
more…so let’s bring it alongside our study.  Colossians 
3 teaches that for Christians, our life is hidden with Christ 
in God.  This is what it means to be a Christian.  No one 
ever becomes a Christian by making a decision.   God 19

makes you a Christian by causing you to die to your old 
way of thinking and living.  
 
So how shall he who died to racism still live in it?   By 20

the transforming grace of God, every human who has 
been united with Christ’s death and resurrection by faith 
alone has been giving a new heart, a new mind, and a 
new love! 

18 Galatians 5:6 
19 John 1:12-13 
20 C.f. Romans 6:1-5 

 
No more meanness.  No more judging.  No more proud 
elitism. But daily living out our new reality of the life of 
Christ through us in our relationships.  All dividing walls 
have been washed away by the flood of the blood of 
Christ.  21

 
Church – do you believe that God grieves over central 
IL’s reputation for how we treat our brothers and sisters 
who are black?  
 
Because out of our hearts, our mouth speak.  22

Spirit-controlled beliefs lead to, 
 

 
Spirit-controlled tongues  
 
And so James 2:12 says, So speak and so act as those 
who are to be judged under the law of liberty.  
 
Those who have been forgiven much, find it easy to 
forgive.  The Gospel transforms hearts, 23

21 Ephesians 2:13-18 
22 Luke 6:45 
23 Matthew 18:21-35; Luke 7:47 
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to put off the lying and the false judgments and the evil 
thoughts, and instead to be renewed in the knowledge of 
Christ-like thinking.  
 
Your words betray your beliefs.  How many of our 
children have we unintentionally jaded by teaching them 
that sin is black, and white is good?   How calloused 24

have our reactions (or lack of reactions) been to the 
shootings of unarmed black men, and those of our black 
brothers and sisters who have risen up in protest?  Have 
we even considered how their history of suffering would 
change our own perception if we too were to walk a while 
in their shoes?  
 

24 This past week a NCBC mom shared with me how she had to correct her 
5 year old who believed black people are sinful and bad, because black 
means sin.  

 
 
Your beliefs determine what you value.  And according to 
James, you should value loving your neighbors above all 
– in view of how God has first loved you. 
 
Spirit-controlled values will pursue love.    Practically tis 25

means that Spirit-controlled values will always pursue 
greater diversity in the body of Christ.  As a majority 
white church – our belief in the Gospel of God should 
cause us to grieve our lack of ethnic diversity… because 
the glory of God is best put on display when peoples of 
all nations and languages and colors are united as one 
body together through faith in Jesus Christ. This is our 
heavenly future together according to Revelation 5:9!  26

And this is “the mystery of Christ” that Paul celebrates in 
Ephesians 2 and 3!   That the Gentiles are fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise 
in Christ Jesus through the gospel!  27

 

25 Galatians 5:22-23 
26 Marvelously, to best declare the reconciling glory of God, our different 
ethnicities are still discernable in both heaven and hell:  Revelation 5:9, 7:9, 
and Romans 2:9-11. 
27 Ephesians 3:6 

Page 13a of 16 Page 13b of 16 
 
 



 
 
Paul knows there was a huge racial and cultural gulf between 
Jews and Gentiles, the unrefined barbarians and the foreign 
Scythians.  But Christ is everything that matters to His people! 
And His reconciling power is put on greater display the more 
diversity that exists within the body.  
 
Just like music.  Bass is very different than soprano.  But just 
as harmony adds beauty to music – so likewise diversity in 
God’s church makes it more glorious and like our heavenly 
future!  
 
Our pursuit of God’s glory requires that we pray for God to 
bring the nations to us – and that we would be humble enough 
to make the loving sacrifices required for all of God’s people to 
feel at home among us. 
 
Because Spirit-controlled values are practiced through, 

 
Spirit-controlled mercies. 
 
James 2:13 teaches us that mercy triumphs over judgment. 
The Gospel brings oneness to all who are united to Christ by 
faith – through mercy. 
 

 
 
The old manner of discrimination and judgment has died, 
and God’s children put on forgiveness, kindness, 
compassion, and mercy.  After all this is the royal law of 
God – the law of liberty – that love which is produced by 
God’s Spirit.  
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Church - We must overcome sinful partiality with the love 
and mercy that only Christ’s cross produces. May God 
help us to this end. 
 

 
 
Let’s Pray. 
 
<<In Christ Alone>> 
 
Let’s pray our Benediction now as we are dismissed,  
 

 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

2 Corinthians 13:14 
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Recommended Resources on the Sin of Racism: 
 
● Genesis 1:26-27 
● Leviticus 19:15 
● Numbers 12:1-15 
● Deuteronomy 10:17-18 
● Ruth 4:21-22 
● Matthew 8:5-13 
● Luke 4:18-30 
● John 1:46 
● Acts 10:34-35; 17:26 
● Romans 2:11; 3:27-31 
● Galatians 2:11-16; 3:26-28 
● Ephesians 2:11-22, esp. 16 
● Philippians 1:27-28 
● Colossians 3:1-12, esp. 11 
● James 2:1-13 
● Revelation 5:9; 7:9 

 
● https://www.desiringgod.org/books/bloodlines 

● http://thefrontporch.org/interview/understanding-race-reconciliatio

n-in-the-usa/ 

● https://www.9marks.org/interview/ep31/ 

 
● Bloodlines, John Piper 
● United, Trillia Newbell 
 
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions   
 

1. Review Numbers 12:1-10.  Why were Aaron and Miriam so upset 
with Moses in verse 1?  How serious was their sin in God’s 
eyes?  What is ironic about Miriam’s judgment in verse 10? 
  

2. Read Luke 4:18-30.  How did the people initially react to Jesus’ 
claim to be the promised Messiah (v. 22)? What is Jesus’ main 
point in verses 25-27, and how did this confront the racial and 
cultural elitism of the Jews? How did the people react when 
Jesus exposed their sin of racism (v. 28-29)? 
  

3. As a group, listen in to a few minutes from the frontporch.org 
conversation between several like-minded pastors, starting with 
Matt Chandler’s question at 29:31.  How does our brothers’ 
testimony affect your emotions and thinking about the sin of 
racism today?  
 

4. Review Revelation 5:9 and 7:9. Discuss the significance of 
permanent racial diversity in heaven.  Why is diversity valued by 
God among His children?  (c.f. 1 Cor 12:13; Rom 15:9; Gal 3:28) 
Do you value diversity in your local church enough to pray for it, 
pursue it, and prefer it …with all its necessary sacrifices and 
personal costs? Why or why not? 
  

5. Review James 2:1-13.  Since all discrimination is not wrong (1 
Cor 5:3-5; 6:2-3; 1 Tim 1:3; Tit 1:9), what makes partiality a sin 
(vv. 4,6-7, 9)? How does racial discrimination particularly 
transgress the Gospel of God (Eph 2:13-19)? 
 

6. How has God challenged you through this teaching?  Spend time 
praying for one another. 
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