
Our Living Hope – Part 2 
1 Peter 1:3-12 - NCBC, March 4, 2018 

 
Main Point: God’s great salvation compels troubled souls to 
praise Him. 
 

● Praise God for His past adoption (3) 
o REVIEW:  God fathers our salvation causing us to be born again 

because of His great mercy through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ resulting in our living and confident hope! 

 
● Praise God for His future provision (4-5) 

o Our living hope in our secure inheritance 
▪ Death-proof  
▪ Sin-proof  
▪ Time-proof 

o Our living hope in God’s power 
▪ Threat-proof 
▪ Fail-proof  

o Our living hope in our final salvation  
▪ Ready for you 
▪ Revealed in God’s time 

 
Application:  Praise God today for your secure future in Christ! 
 
 
Opening Announcements:  
● Easter Door Hangers 

 
<<My Hope is in the Lord>> 
 

 
 
Eternal life comes from the words of God Himself.  And 
everlasting life and light He freely gives to all who believe 
on our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
This is the time in our worship where we prepare for the 
public reading of God’s Word, and so I now invite you to 
open your Bibles to First Peter chapter 1.  
 

 
 
If you don’t have a Bible with you, simply raise your hand 
and we’d be delighted to give you one.  You are welcome 
to take this Bible home as our gift to you, or just return it 
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after our service by placing it on the table in the back of 
the room.  I believe 1 Peter chapter 1 is on page _____ 
in the giveaway Bibles today. 
 
And while you’re preparing for the public reading of God’s 
Word, I just want to again encourage all of us to be 
praying for God’s blessings on our upcoming parenting 
conference with Dr. John Street in just 2 short weeks!! 
 
On March 17-18 John and his wife Janie will be with us 
for a full day of teaching on Saturday, and then preaching 
in both services on Sunday morning as well.  This 
promises to be a rich time of spiritual growth for our 
entire church family – everyone benefits from learning 
how to apply Biblical principles to real life – especially 
some of the challenges of parenting toddlers, tweens, 
and teens. 
 
So if you haven’t yet registered for the conference – 
please do so today.  Child-care is provided, and our 
elders are really encouraging all of us to attend and 
participate in this biblical training.  
 
We are still seeking volunteers to help with conference 
hospitality and child-care as well – so again a special 
invitation to our students and seniors to come and help 
us serve our current parents with a wonderful weekend of 
undistracted worship and study in God’s Word together. 
 
I’m really looking forward to March 17-18 – it will be a 
refreshing and convicting and transforming weekend for 
everyone who attends… please don’t miss it! 
 

 
 
Now today we return to 1 Peter chapter 1.  Last week I 
ran out of voice and time in our study of verses 3-5, so 
today we get to gaze into the treasure chest of verses 
4-5 and linger upon their life-changing truths, before 
remembering our Lord’s saving sacrifice in Communion 
at the end of our services today.  
 
For those who are able, I’d invite you to stand in honor of 
the reading of God’s Word as I read verses 3-12 from 
the English Standard Translation:  
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to 
be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you, 5 who by God’s power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so 
that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious 
than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may 
be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
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revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen 
him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible 
and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls.  
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied 
about the grace that was to be yours searched and 
inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the 
Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted 
the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It 
was revealed to them that they were serving not 
themselves but you, in the things that have now been 
announced to you through those who preached the good 
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things 
into which angels long to look.  
 
This is the word of God. You may be seated.  
 
Let’s Pray. 
 
 
We live at a time when security is of highest concern. 
People talk about security in schools, security in airports, 
and security at public events.  We are constantly aware 
of the presence of enemies who seek to physically harm 
us and threaten our secure future.  
 
When it comes to financial security, stock market swings 
and bitcoin gambling prove unable to deliver on their 
charming promises.  Rising healthcare and education 
costs threaten financial freedom, leaving many without 
any confidence of future financial security. 
 

Security in personal relationships has also plummeted as 
divorce rates continue to sky-rocket, and more and more 
lovers opt for cohabitation rather than marriage. Children 
and lovers alike are more insecure than ever in our age 
of “commitment allergies” and selflove. 
 
We live at a time when security is of highest concern.  
 
And yet interestingly, more and more people are less 
concerned than ever about their eternal security! 
 
How secure is your eternal future?  Does a good future 
wait for you after your death?  How assured are you of a 
blessed eternal security? 
 
Peter is writing to Christ-followers who are in a world of 
hurt.  Their saving belief in Jesus’ death and resurrection 
now requires them to live as exiles  – banded together in 1

little congregations  scattered all around Asia-Minor.  2

 
Peter wants to encourage Christians to stand firm in 
God’s grace.  He knows that God’s grace is strong 
enough to change everything for those who stand firm in 
it.  When God saves you – it changes everything about 
you – and everything about how you view your past, 
present, and future realities. 
 

1 1 Peter 1:1 
2 1 Peter 5:2 
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Peter knows that God’s great salvation compels troubled 
souls to praise God. 
 
So, he starts his letter to troubled believers with an 
extended tour of God’s great salvation.  
 
Last week we walked through verse 3,  
 

 
and praised God for His past adoption of us.  We bless 
God for giving us new birth by His Word!  God fathers 3

salvation causing us to be born again as a result of His 

3 John 12:50 

great mercy through the resurrection of Jesus – which 
results in our living and confident hope. 
 
Now in verses 4-5 we see that this living hope is defined 
as an inheritance.  Peter calls us today not only to praise 
God for His past adoption, but also to 
 

 
Praise God for His future provision.  Because the 
adoption of God now brings the inheritance of God later.  
 
Once God fathers your salvation – you are born again to 
a living hope.  Born again to a lasting inheritance.  Born 
again to a secure salvation to be revealed in the last 
time. 
 
Let’s walk through each of these benefits of salvation one 
at a time.  
 
First we should praise God for, 
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Our living hope in our secure inheritance. 
 
Verse 4 is connected to the prior verb – “to cause to be 
born again”… so you could read it this way: 
 
God has caused us to be born again …to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven... 
 
This is very good news church.  Put your present trouble 
in perspective with this gospel truth – God’s great mercy 
has not only caused you to be adopted by God and given 
new life – but God’s mercy has also guaranteed you a 
future heavenly estate!  You are an heir … of God!   4

 
Let that soak in for a moment.  
 
You say, but I don’t feel like an heir of God.  I have needs 
that aren’t being met.  I have burdens that aren’t being 
lifted.  I and my family are suffering unjust persecution 
right now that just doesn’t seem right.  
 

4 Galatians 4:7; Matthew 25:34; Colossians 1:12, 3:24 

Then listen to Romans 8, starting at verse 15 that says, 
You have received the spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit Himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with Him in order that we may 
also be glorified with Him. 
 
Did you hear that?  Joint-heirs with Christ suffer now 
–just as Christ suffered the cross before He received His 
crown.  But when God caused you to be born again by 
the renewal of His Spirit and the command of His Word,  5

He has guaranteed that you are a beneficiary of His 
future glory and joy! 
 
Now you ask – what exactly is the future inheritance that 
verse 4 speaks about?   1 Peter hints that it is an 
unfading crown of glory  and eternal life,  …but in a word 6 7

the inheritance is “heaven.”  It is all the future benefits 
that you will realize for all of eternity when the Lord 
Himself is your portion!  8

 
Now just in case your present suffering attempts to 
convince you that this is too good to last for long, Peter 
modifies this inheritance with three words:  imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading. 
 
First, praise God today that our heavenly inheritance in 
Christ is, 
 

5 Titus 3:5 
6 1 Peter 5:4 
7 1 Peter 3:7 
8 Psalm 16:5-6 
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Death-proof.  
 
The treasure of heavenly joys and eternal delights in 
Christ do not perish.  There’s no expiration date.  There’s 
no decay or rust or entropy in heaven.   Death has no 9

power or sway on your future inheritance – it won’t pass 
away before you get there, or after you arrive.  Yours is a 
living hope!  An indestructible and immortal inheritance! 
For the glory of your inheritance is to live forever in the 
presence of our incorruptible God!   10

 
But your promised heavenly reward is not just beyond the 
reach of decay – it is also “undefiled.”  Meaning it cannot 
be spoiled.  Believer – take joy in this truth:  in Christ your 
future is pure and untainted! 
 
Your inheritance is not only death-proof, but 

9 Matthew 6:19-20 
10 In 1 Timothy 1:17 and Romans 1:23 the word translated “immortal” is the 
same Greek word for “imperishable” in 1 Peter 1:4. 

 
Sin-proof!  
 
Our future inheritance has the very character of Christ – 
meaning that heaven is uncontaminated by sin.   11

 
Heaven is flawless, and will never lose its glory and 
beauty.  And Peter reminds us this inheritance of mercy 
is unfading.  Meaning it is, 
 

 
Time-proof. 
 

11 Hebrews 7:26 
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Heaven’s joys will last forever and ever, and ever.  The 
believer’s inheritance is free from the ravages of time. 
 
No wonder verses 6-9 describe the inexpressible joy of 
the suffering saint – for they are waiting for an inheritance 
that is death-proof, and sin-proof, and time-proof … 
secured by the promises of God  and the character of 12

God’s Spirit  Himself. 13

 
Is your bruised and battered soul coming alive with a 
living hope this morning?  Praise God for His future 
provision of a living hope in our secure inheritance, and 
 

 
Our living hope in God’s power 
 
Because let’s be honest.  A despairing soul might say – 
Oh – heaven sounds like a wonderful eternal destination. 
That does sound like a marvelous inheritance Peter.  But 
I will never be strong enough to endure to the end to 
actually realize the end results of this salvation.  I don’t 
know that I’m able to keep on keeping on… 

12 Galatians 3:29 
13 Ephesians 1:14 

 
O despairing Christian – listen to an apostle who 
personally knows the black depths of falling short in his 
own power and betraying His Lord!  14

 
Look at the end of verse 4 and praise God – this 
inheritance is kept in heaven for you who by God’s power 
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. 
 
In other words, your inheritance already exists in all of it’s 
glorious fullness.  Contrary to misinterpretations of John 
14, Jesus is not still building heaven for you.  Your 15

inheritance is ready now in a specific heavenly location, 
and it is kept or verse 5 says it’s being guarded for you 
… by God’s power!  
 
In other words, your future inheritance is, 
 

14 Luke 22:54-62 
15 John 14:2-3 speak of Jesus preparing a place for us to dwell forever with 
Him.  But how did Jesus prepare heaven for us?  Through the breaking of 
His body and the pouring out of His blood.  His substitutionary atonement 
has forever prepared and secured our heavenly inheritance! (Hebrews 
10:12) 
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Threat-proof! 
 
You can rest assured that your future glory and joy is 
reserved under the watchful care of God Himself.  
 
Just as certain as God’s power raised Jesus from the 
dead – God’s power is keeping your heavenly inheritance 
in His protective custody.  And that same power is 
actually guarding you, so that Peter wants you to know 
that your own salvation is, 
 

 
Fail-proof  
 

This is so powerful.  God’s power is guarding both the 
inheritance and the heir – in a lock-tight guarantee that 
nothing will ever be able to separate His adopted children 
from His eternal love.   16

 
Verse 5 says that those whom God has caused to be 
born again are by God’s power being guarded through 
faith for their ultimate salvation. 
 
In other words, God is keeping His finished salvation for 
us, and keeping us for His salvation.  But He doesn’t 
keep us in a cage, or against our will.  Our God works for 
us, and works in us!   Our faith is God’s means of 17

keeping us – faith is God’s powerful gift through which 
God ensures our final salvation!   18

 
Listen, if God’s power doesn’t sustain the believer’s faith 
– then the believer has no confident hope of their final 
salvation.  The Scripture is clear only those who endure 
to the end are truly saved.   So if God’s power does not 19

protect us from unbelief and sin, what comfort is that? 
 
1 Peter 1:5 is a clear witness that all who are truly born 
again will persevere to the end  – for God’s power 20

protects believers.  Not from every form of persecution or 
suffering on this earth.  To be sure, God has promised 

16 Romans 8:31-39 
17 Philippians 2:12-13 
18 Philippians 1:29; Ephesians 2:8 
19 Matthew 10:22; John 8:31; Colossians 1:22-23; Hebrews 3:14; 1 John 
2:19; etc. etc. 
20 John 3:36, 6:38-40, 10:27-29; Romans 8:30-39; 1Corinthians 1:7-9; 
Ephesians 1:13-14; Philippians 1:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; Jude 24; etc. 
etc. 
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that His children shall suffer persecution  for their faith in 21

Jesus as they follow in His steps here on earth.    22

 
You and I may suffer grievous torture and pain for the 
sake of believing in Jesus here in this present age – 
verses 6-9 speak to some of these fiery tests – but God’s 
power guards our faith.  
 
No wonder so many martyrs throughout the ages have 
stood firm in the grace of God when brought face-to-face 
with a burn pile, or a cross, or an arena full of wild 
beasts, or the end of an AK-47.  God’s power is the 
engine producing and preserving all human faith – from 
its first inception to its final culmination when faith 
becomes sight. 
 
So good news for you today suffering saint.  Your 
inheritance is a living hope – and it is not fragile.  If you 
have been caused to be born again by the living word of 
God – God Himself is keeping your inheritance safe and 
secure!  Underline the last two words in verse 4: God is 
keeping the perfect inheritance in heaven for you! 
 
Finally, the end of verse 5 calls us to praise God for His 
future provision of, 
 

21 2 Timothy 3:12; Acts 14:22; John 15:20; 2 Corinthians 4:9-10; Matthew 
5:10-12 
22 1 Peter 2:20-21; 3:9, 14, 17-18; 4:1, 12-16 

 
Our living hope in our final salvation  
 
Church – God has caused us to be born again for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
 
Our living hope is in a salvation that is essentially future. 
Sure there are wonderful blessings in our salvation 
presently – the forgiveness of sins and peace in our 
hearts, and power to live in real freedom and love.  But 
the grand delights of our salvation are not yet visible. 
The fullness of God’s saving benefits are still to be 
revealed…but praise God church – that according to 
verse 5, God’s final salvation for you is already, 
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Ready for you 
 
We already discussed this earlier, but let me just make 
the point again here for clarity.  Nothing needs to be 
added to Christ’s finished work before your salvation is 
ready for you. Your salvation isn’t waiting until your own 
works can put some finishing touches on it.  God’s 
salvation is kept in heaven for you by God’s power and 
your eternal inheritance is ready to be revealed. 
 
The words should provoke expectation in our hearts, 
church.  Do you long to have all the wrongs set right?  Do 
you long for righteousness to reign again?  Do you long 
to be free from sin’s presence and corruption!  O praise 
God for His future provision.  And know with certainty that 
your final salvation will be, 
 

 
Revealed in God’s time 
 
The last time here likely refers to the final glorification of 
the believer when Jesus Christ is revealed in all His glory 
at His second coming.   23

 
And so Peter urges trouble souls to still praise God in the 
present – for his past adoption and his future provision all 
give us ample reason to stand firm in His grace. 
 

 
 

23 Romans 13:11; Philippians 3:20-21; Hebrews 9:28; Titus 2:13; 1 Peter 
4:13, 5:1 
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The main point of Peter’s opening section here is simply 
that God’s great salvation compels troubled souls to 
praise Him.  
 

 
So will you praise God today for your secure future in 
Christ? 
 
This Scripture has been very clear.  God’s saving work in 
a human soul cannot be undone!!  
 
Sometimes this biblical truth is called the Doctrine of the 
Perseverance of the Saints: “All those who are born 
again will be kept by God’s power and will persevere as 
Christians until the end of their lives, and only those who 
persevere until the end have truly been born again.”  24

 
And this biblical truth has profound implications for our 
practical living.  Peter’s letter will go on to argue that the 
doctrine of our eternal security in Christ is a remedy 
against Satan’s attacks,  it’s a remedy against the 25

24 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 788. 
25 1 Peter 5:8-10 

world’s hatred,  and it’s a remedy against our own sin.  26 27

In fact, the eternal security of our future in Christ 
motivates our growth in holiness and worship.  This 
blessed doctrine breathes hope into depressed and 
sluggish souls – for we are reminded that our salvation is 
kept by God’s sovereign power, not our ever-changing 
emotions and feelings.  
 
Our secure future in Christ is a powerful remedy against 
the fear of death – for why would we fear the means God 
uses to bring us into the eternal joy of His presence?   28

 
So church – it’s time we celebrate.  
 

 
 
We want to praise God today for our secure future in 
Christ!   
 
As our servers come forward now to prepare to serve us 
with the communion elements, I’d invite you to prayerfully 

26 1 Peter 4:19 
27 1 Peter 1:13-21 
28 Matthew 10:28 
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thank God for all that He has done to secure your 
salvation from sin.  Confess your faith in Christ alone for 
your salvation.  And if there is any sin that you have 
again submitted to – if there’s any bitterness or 
resentment that you’ve allowed to fester in your heart – 
today’s a day for joyful repentance and confession.  
 
If you do not believe in Jesus Christ for the salvation of 
your sins, we would invite you to just simply observe us 
as we participate in this symbolic ceremony of our 
common-union with Christ.  For there’s nothing spiritual 
about this juice or these crackers.  They just represent 
and remind us of Christ’s blood and body.  
 
There’s no advantage of participating together in the 
symbol if you aren’t first participating together with us in 
God’s amazing grace that saves, sanctifies, and helps us 
look forward to the coming glory of our God and Savior.  
 
As you receive the bread, and then the juice in a 
moment… please wait until we can all partake together 
after everyone is served.  
 
Jesus first took bread and gave thanks for it.  
 
I’m going to ask _______ to give thanks at this time. 
 
<<Instrumental Meditation>> 
 
This cracker represents the body of Jesus Christ – 
broken on the cross to crucify the power of the world over 
us, and set us free from the lies of sin.  As we partake 
together – let’s rejoice in Christ’s provision for us. 
 

the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 
said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”  
 
<<eat>> 
 
The men are now coming forward to serve us the cup, as 
we remember the blood that was spilled to cover our 
sins. 
 
As we prepare to remember Christ’s blood which covers 
our sins…  I’m going to ask _________ to pray for us as 
we take the cup together. 
 
Please sing with us as the juice is served, as we 
celebrate how Christ Himself is now our life! 
 
<<Jesus Messiah>> 
 

 
 
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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<<drink>> 
 
Amen. 
 
Let’s pray together as we dismiss. 
 

 
 
And after you have suffered a little while, [may] the God of all grace, 

who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5:10-11 
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Recommended Resources on Our Living Hope: 
 
● Matthew 10:22 
● John 3:36; 5:24; 6:38-40; 8:31; 10:27-29 
● Romans 8:1, 15-17, 29-39 
● 1 Corinthians 1:7-9 
● Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30 
● Philippians 1:6; 2:12-13 
● Colossians 1:22-23 
● 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
● 2 Timothy 1:12 
● Hebrews 3:14; 7:25; 10:14 
● 2 Peter 1:10 
● 1 John 2:19; 3:9; 5:13 
● Jude 21, 24  
 
● https://www.monergism.com/topics/perseverance-saints 

● https://www.gotquestions.org/perseverance-saints.html  

● http://www.waynegrudem.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/perseverance-of-th

e-saints-hebrews-6.pdf  

 
● Stop Asking Jesus Into Your Heart, J.D. Greear 
● Saved Without a Doubt, John MacArthur 
● The Whole Christ, Sinclair Ferguson  
 
 
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions   
 

* Leaders may benefit from referencing Pastor Kevin’s March 2016 Handout on the 

Doctrines of Perseverance of the Saints posted on Basecamp. 

 
1. Review 1 Peter 1:1-5.  What is meant by the word “inheritance?” 

Consider Romans 8:15-17 and Ephesians 1:11-14.  How does 
the truth of already being an heir of God, while awaiting our final 
inheritance give you a firm hope today? 

 
2. Read Romans 8:29-39.  Can the very work of God in a saved 

person be undone? Why or why not? 
 

3. 1 Peter 1:5 clearly states that God powerfully guards the elect 
through faith.  Since faith itself is a gift from God (Phil 1:29; 
Ephesians 2:8; 2 Timothy 2:25) how does 1 John 2:19 help us 
understand those who seem to fall away (c.f. 2 Corinthians 
11:15; Matthew 7:21-23)? 

 
4. Read 1 John 5:13 and 2 Timothy 1:12.  Do you have certain 

assurance of your eternal life?  On what basis?  What most often 
causes you to doubt your salvation?  How do you respond to 
such doubts in your own life? 

 
5. Read 1 Peter 1:8-9.  How do you seek to cultivate a greater love 

for (or faith in) Christ?  Pray together that God will help 
strengthen your love for Christ and your delight in His great 
salvation.  

 
6. Review 1 Peter 1:3-12.  What most encourages your faith in this 

single run-on sentence?  What brings your soul the greatest 
hope and joy?  
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