
Resurrection Hope 
1 Peter 1:13-21 - NCBC, April 8, 2018 

 
Main Point: Set your hope fully on God’s grace (13)  

 
● By rejecting worldliness (14, 18) 

o Of ignorant thinking 
o Of inherited foolishness  

 
● By reflecting holiness (15-17) 

o In all conduct 
o In all consciousness 

 
● By remembering forgiveness (18-19) 

o The greatest price 
o The greatest glory 

 
● By receiving righteousness (20-21) 

o Through Christ 
o Through faith 

 
 
Opening Announcements:  
● Prayer Commissioning of Camp Nathaniel Team 
● RHMA Conference 16-18 / Serving Opportunities 

 
<<Speak O Lord>> 
 
 
 

 
 
Such a fitting prayer to sing together as we prepare our 
hearts to receive God’s Word this morning.  
 
Please open your Bible to 1 Peter chapter 1 as we 
return to our study of Peter’s first letter to suffering 
Christians this morning. 
 

 
 
If you don’t have a Bible with you, simply raise your hand 
and we’d be delighted to give you one.  You are welcome 
to take this Bible home as our gift to you, or just return it 
after our service by placing it on the table in the back of 
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the room.  1 Peter chapter 1 is on page 1203 in the 
giveaway Bibles today. 
 
I want to express my heart-felt gratitude for all your 
prayers and kind expressions during my extended 
sickness this past week. And I’m so thankful for Pastor 
Scott’s powerful ministry last weekend in my absence! 
Though my full strength has not yet returned, God has 
been very kind to give me energy to worship with you this 
morning. And I would covet your prayers for God’s grace 
to live out what I preach – no matter how I feel – as I 
learn deeper still how to boast in weakness and find my 
rest in Christ’s finished work alone.   1

 
As we return to our study of 1 Peter this morning, let’s 
quickly recap what we’ve learned so far from the first 12 
verses of this letter.  
 

 
 
After greeting troubled Christians with God’s sovereign 
work in the first two verses, Peter calls his readers to 
praise God in response to His great salvation.  Praise 

1 Matthew 11:28-30 

God for your past adoption in verse 3, for God’s future 
provision in verses 4-5.  Praise God with joy in your 
present trials in verses 6-9, and praise God for revealing 
His salvation to you through Gospel preaching in verses 
10-12. 
 
Now this morning we come to verses 13-21, where Peter 
calls us to live differently in response to the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 
For those who are able, I’d invite you to stand in honor of 
the reading of God’s Word as I read from the English 
Standard Translation, starting in verse 13:  
 
13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being 
sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will 
be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of 
your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is 
written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call 
on him as Father who judges impartially according to 
each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear 
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throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you 
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or 
gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a 
lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before 
the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the 
last times for the sake of you 21 who through him are 
believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 
This is the word of God. You may be seated.  
 
Let’s Pray. 
 
 
I’d like to direct your attention to the screens as several 
different vacation photos arrest your attention this 
morning: 
 
<<Slides should self-advance every 6 seconds>> 
 
 
 
 
 

As 
you 

endure our ongoing eternal winter here in Central IL, how 
excited could you get about taking a vacation to one of 
these special places this week? 
 
 
 
 

What if I 
told you 
that full provision has been made for you to leave later 
this week to one of these destinations?  All expenses 
have been paid for this all-inclusive vacation for you! 
Travel, Meals, Excursions.  The whole works!  Your boss 
has given you paid time off, all your responsibilities here 
have been taken care of… it’s all waiting to meet you in 
person later this week!  
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Looks inviting doesn’t it?  
 
Now some of you think I’m being mean …because I’m 
showing you pictures of paradise while you’re enduring a 
never-ending winter of misery here and now. 
 
But isn’t that exactly what Peter is doing so far in his 
letter to these suffering exiles?  
 
After taking the first 12 verses to tour the amazing 
blessings of God’s salvation, Peter turns in verse 13 and 
look squarely into your eyes…and says Therefore. 
 
Therefore… because the vacation brochure of the first 12 
verses is true… therefore…because all of God’s amazing 
grace poured out on you elect exiles already…and 
therefore …in view of the imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading inheritance which is even now being kept in 
heaven by God’s power waiting for you… therefore… 
 
Verse 13 says, 
 

…Set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to 
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  
 
This is the main verb of this entire section – and thus it’s 
the main point of our sermon today.  

 
Set your hope fully on God’s grace. 
 
Since the outcome of your faith is going to result in your 
perfect salvation…since your faith will be found to result 
in praise, and glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ… therefore set your hope fully on  
 

 
God’s future grace! 
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Christian – you may be living through a winter season of 
barrenness and brokenness now.  But feed your joy with 
anticipation about your eternal destination!  
 
Hope is faith’s twin that is future-oriented.  So fix your 
hope.  Set your hope fully.  The modifying phrases 
accent this resolved mindset.  
 
Preparing your minds for action literally means to pull up 
one’s robes and tie them around yourself…get your mind 
ready to work!  Concentrate!  Don’t let your hope shift off 
the future glories of God’s grace which are waiting for 
you when Jesus comes back!  Being sober-minded 
literally means “Stay awake!” Pay attention!  Be alert! 
The pain from your present hardship threatens to cloud 
your thinking… so do a check-up from the neck-up…and 
make sure your future joy is tethered only to God’s future 
grace that will be brought to you…notice your glorious 
future isn’t dependent upon your own ability to get there. 
This future glory is all of God’s doing…it’s called grace… 
and it’s an all-inclusive gift which God Himself will bring 
you when Christ returns.  
 
When your hope so fully anticipates the destination of 
grace…you live differently while you wait.  
 
Verses 14 and 18 first teach us that you set your hope 
fully on God’s grace, 
 

 
By rejecting worldliness (14, 18) 
 
You must defeat the worldly response of selfishness if 
you’re going to keep your hope entirely set on God’s 
future grace.  
 
Because as soon as life starts to get hard, we’re all 
tempted to get selfish, aren’t we?  The past week of my 
life is a sad testimony of how quickly a simple “man-flu” 
can usher in the “stinking thinking” of self-centered pity 
and “me-sized” worship disorders!  
 
So verse 14 commands,  
 
As obedient children – as those who have been caused 
to be born again by God’s great mercy,  as those who 2

now address God as “Father” –  
 
Do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, 
 

2 1 Peter 1:3 
Page 5a of 15 Page 5b of 15 
 
 



Passions here translates the word for “lust” – but it’s not 
speaking of sexual lust as much as any really strong 
desire. Think of desire on steroids.  A very strong desire. 
But these are strong desires or lusts from your past – 
they are former passions – rooted in ignorance. 
 
In other words, Peter is warning the elect exiles to reject 
the worldliness, 
 

 
Of ignorant thinking 
 
He’s not talking about a low-IQ or mental aptitude here. 
Peter is talking about the past desires of your heart 
before you knew God.  What you wanted more than 
anything when this world was all you had.  Ignorant 
thinking in verse 14 is the strong desires of human 
existence apart from God, and in rebellion to God. 
 
Peter is effectively saying – do not let the fiery pressure 
of your trials conform your thinking back into functional 
atheism!  Before you were made a child of God – your 
spiritual understanding was darkened.   3

3 Ephesians 4:18-19 

 
In verse 18, Peter reminds us that we have been 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from our 
forefathers.  
 
In other words, God’s obedient children must reject the 
worldliness of ignorant thinking and the worldliness 
 

 
Of inherited foolishness  
 
Both our minds and our manners will be tempted towards 
atheistic selfishness by the heat of this world.  But the 
foolish lifestyle of paganism is empty and meaningless. 
The fool thinks there to be no God,  and thus lives with a 4

self-serving short-sightedness…never honestly able to 
answer the higher purpose questions of life.  
 
Listen up church.  Peter is warning us not to go back to 
our B.C. or “before Christ” past.  Living and thinking as if 
this world, and our present comfort, and our present 
wealth, and our present health, and our present 
relationships…is all that there is for us.  

4 Psalm 14:1ff; 53:1ff 
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We have a good, good Heavenly Father now.  We 
shouldn’t live any longer like orphans.  
 
So set your hope fully on God’s future grace by rejecting 
worldliness and, 
 

 
By reflecting holiness (15-17) 
 
Verse 15 gives the contrasting “put-on” for the “put-off” of 
verse 14. 
 
Do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, but verse 15 says, as He who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is 
written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” And if you call 
on Him as Father… 
 
Remember – these verses are modifying the main verb in 
this section:  set your hope fully on God’s future grace. In 
other words, the reason you can have such confident and 
joyful anticipation of future grace is because verse 15 
says you’ve been called by a holy God.  You have 
already received a down-payment of God’s future grace 

so to speak.  You’ve experienced God’s effectual call of 
saving grace, meaning…you’ve experienced a change in 
your very identity.  Your father is no longer foolish, and 
your mind is no longer ignorant.  God’s great mercy has 
caused you to be born again to a living hope so now you 
can reflect or imitate your heavenly Father’s holiness!  
 
You demonstrate that your hope is set entirely on God’s 
future grace every time you show yourself to be holy in 
this world. 
 
Now let’s slow down a bit and make sure we understand 
what God means when He commands us to be holy.  
 
The holiness of God is actually more than just His sinless 
perfection.  When you think of holiness – think of 
separation or distinction, more than perfection. 
 

 
 
The holiness of God is the incomparable and unique 
“otherness” of God.  When the angels proclaim God as 
“holy, holy, holy” in Isaiah 6, they are saying there is 
absolutely no God like our God.  Not one can compare to 
all the manifold perfections of God’s attributes!  Our God 
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is separate from all others – completely distinct.  And 
whenever God’s holiness goes public we call it His glory!! 
 
So think carefully with me about what Peter is teaching 
us in verses 15-16 when He quotes from the priestly law 
in Leviticus chapters 11 and 19 and commands God’s 
children to be holy, just as God their Father is holy. 
 
To be holy is not to be perfectly sinless – it is to be 
set-apart and distinct from the world.  To be holy is to live 
according to God’s mind, not the foolish ignorance of the 
world.  To be holy is to live in the power of God’s Spirit, 
not the empty bondage of self-serving lusts. 
 

 
You might think of it this way:  to be holy is to give others 
a right opinion of all the perfections of God’s character. 
  
You see – only God is inherently holy.  Christians are not 
inherently holy in and of ourselves. We can only reflect 
and bring attention to God’s holiness!  
 
So nothing you can do can make you holy.  Holiness is 
never living by a bunch of rules to become good enough. 
Holiness is not something you do … it’s something you 

are! Chapter 2 verse 9 says that all of God’s children are 
already a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, that we may proclaim the excellencies of 
Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light. 
 
God has set you apart and given you a new identity that 
is entirely distinct and separate from the rest of the world 
– and therefore He commands you to make the holiness 
of God your trademark,  
 

 
In all your conduct, and In all your consciousness 
 
Notice that powerful little phrase at the end of verse 15, 
be holy in all your conduct. That means your unique 
God-centered way of living should be different from the 
world in every possible way.  God’s grace radically 
changes everything about your life – all of your conduct 
and behavior!  
 
This is fundamentally true since verse 17 plants our 
holiness as the response of fear that comes from 
acknowledging that our Heavenly Father will be our 
impartial judge at the end of our lives. 
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In other words, the Spirit of God in verse 2 of this chapter 
has planted within each of His born-again children a good 
and right fear of the Lord. 
 

 
 
And the fear of the Lord is not a terror or dreadful fright – 
rather the fear of the Lord is a conscious awareness of 
God’s power and presence that motivates me to obey 
Him. 
 
The fear of the Lord is the God-centered, alert, 
concentration of verse 13…which powers a soul to 
imitate the distinct character of God even when the 
waves of this world’s trials are throwing exiled souls 
against the Rock of Ages.  
 
Dear believer – God’s grace has granted you a very 
special and undeserved relationship with God Himself by 
means of your calling and new birth.  Therefore you must 
keep your hope fixed fully on God’s grace, as you reject 
the desires and the behaviors of this world, and reflect 
the holiness of God Himself in your present trial. 
 

Now in verse 18 Peter can’t help himself from going 
back,  
 

 
And remembering God’s forgiveness  
 
For truly this is the power and persuasion of God’s grace 
that causes one’s hope to persevere.  
 
Hope rests on a present knowledge and experience while 
it waits for a future reality. 
 
Look at verse 18, 
 
Knowing … ah there it is.  In verse 13 our minds were 
called to action, alertness, and anticipation…and here in 
verse 18 we see what our minds know and apprehend.  
 
You can wait patiently for God’s future grace to be 
brought to you when you know that you were ransomed. 
 
Know this, suffering Christian.  God purchased you!  You 
have been redeemed.  And God didn’t secure the 
forgiveness of your sins with perishable things such as 
silver or gold, but with, 
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The greatest price 
 
English translations of verse 19 unfortunately veil Peter’s 
dramatic building up of a literary climax…because the 
last word in the Greek verse is the word Christ.  So watch 
the progression build in Peter’s argument. 
 
You have been ransomed not with precious metals that 
perish, but with blood.  But not just the blood of a 
faultless and flawless lamb...but you have been 
ransomed from an empty life of sin by the precious blood 
of the Messiah Himself!!  This is the greatest price that 
could have ever been paid – the life-blood of God 
Himself!! 
 
And remember what we learned from Dr. Street a few 
weeks ago – the greatest price being paid to ransom us 
doesn’t reflect how much we are worth to God anymore 
than a high bail price reflects how much an incarcerated 
criminal is worth to society.  The highest ransom price 
reflects more the seriousness of our sins against a holy 
God than our inherent worth! 
 

So allow verses 18-19 to humble your soul first – as you 
consider the great price that your sins required for your 
salvation.  
 
Jesus Christ – the very son of God – was born of a virgin, 
and added humanity to His very essence…and just think 
of this for a moment.  Jesus the Son of God walked and 
lived as the perfect and sinless God-man on this earth for 
over 30 years.  He never sinned.  He never deserved to 
experience pain or grief or death.  But Jesus became the 
perfect sacrificial Lamb of God – sent to take away your 
sins and the sins of all peoples who would believe on 
Him!   5

 
You and I have sinned against our perfect Creator.  And 
the wages or result of sin is death.   Whoever sins must 6

die – or be separated from God’s perfect holiness 
forever.  
 
This is no joke dear friend.  You must seriously consider 
that your sin has made you its slave.  And unless God 7

rescues you by His undeserved grace,  your life will end 8

in the horrific punishment of an eternal hell – where the 
fire never goes out, and relief is never once experienced 
even for a moment.   9

 
Be humbled at the extent of your sin – but now dear 
Christian be overwhelmed by the Niagara Falls of God’s 
grace which rushes into your sinful ignorance and 

5 John 1:29 
6 Romans 6:23 
7 John 8:23, 34 
8 Ephesians 2:8-9 
9 Mark 9:48; Isaiah 66:24 
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foolishness like a flood, and ransoms you back into 
perfect relationship with your Heavenly Father.  This is 
great mercy dear Christian – great mercy that according 
to the beginning of this chapter has caused you to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead! 
 
Child of God – humbly celebrate, 
 

 
The greatest glory… the glory of an empty tomb!  The 
glory of Jesus being led like a spotless lamb to the 
slaughter,  silent before his false accusers… knowing 10

that this was God’s plan before the foundation of the 
world – verse 20 says – that before this world ever came 
to be God had purposed to send His Son Jesus to 
purchase your forgiveness.  
 
So that when Sunday morning came and Jesus rose from 
the dead – well how does verse 21 say it?  God raised 
Him from the dead and gave Him glory!  The holiness of 
God went very public that Sunday morning!!  The 
resurrection of Jesus powerfully declares Jesus as the 

10 Isaiah 53:7 

Son of God,  raises all His redeemed to new life,  11 12

makes us share in His righteousness,  and gives us a 13

guarantee of our own glorious resurrection in the future.   14

 
Remember dear Christian - God’s wrath for your sins has 
been forever satisfied, and now the tomb stands empty 
as a bold witness of God’s saving grace!  No wonder you 
can wait patiently in this present darkness with a firm 
hope…when you remember God’s forgiveness. 
 
Verses 20-21 conclude our study this morning by 
magnificently highlighting again God’s sovereign work in 
our salvation.  How do you set your hope fully on God’s 
future grace?  
 

 
By receiving God’s righteousness (20-21) 
 
Peter is passionate in his repeated clarity about how God 
saves sinners.  You can’t work your way into heaven. 
You can’t be humanly born into God’s family.  It makes 

11 Romans 1:4; John 11:25 
12 Romans 6:5-11; Ephesians 2:4-6; Colossians 3:1-4 
13 Romans 4:25; 1 Corinthians 15:16-20 
14 Romans 8:11; 1 Corinthians 15:12-23; Philippians 3:20-21 
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no difference if you were raised in a Christian family, or a 
Catholic family, or a pagan family. Your righteousness 
before God is not a matter of whether you go to church, 
or give a tithe, or pray, or even read your Bible.  True 
righteousness must be received, and only comes, 
 

 
Through Christ 
 
Start reading in verse 20, 
 
Christ was foreknown before the foundation of the world 
but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of 
you who through him are believers in God. 
 
Did you catch that?  The text is very clear.  You became 
a believer in God through Christ.  As Jesus declared in 
John 14:6, I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one 
comes to the Father except through me.   As Paul wrote 
in Ephesians chapter 2, it is by grace that you have 
been saved.  You receive salvation as you believe on 
Jesus Christ’s substitutionary death and resurrection on 
your behalf.  Your salvation is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God.  
 

Dear friend – there’s only one person who can save you 
from your sins…and it’s not you.  It’s Jesus – the perfect 
God-man who was crucified in your place and raised 
from the dead by God Himself who can alone save your 
soul from hell.  
 
So what must you now do? 
 
You receive the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ on 
your heavenly record simply, 
 

 
Through faith 
 
Not faith in your religion.  Not faith in a prayer, or a 
signed card, or a raised hand.  Not faith in your faith…or 
your parent’s faith for you, you understand?  
 
But how does the end of verse 21 say it?  so that – stop 
right there – that’s a purpose clause.  Peter is telling us 
this is the intended result or purpose of the resurrection: 
so that your faith and hope are in God.  
 
Marvel at this thought dear Christian – God’s intention for 
raising Jesus from the dead to glory was to cause you to 
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believe in Him – so that your hope would be fully resting 
right now this morning on the future grace of God! 
 

 
 
So set your hope fully on God’s grace, church.  His future 
grace that will be revealed when Jesus returns is just as 
certain as the grace which caused Jesus to raise from 
the dead!  Because it’s God’s grace. 
 
Are you believing and hoping in God today? Is your 
future joy grounded in the anticipation of God’s future for 
you?  Are you feeding your soul’s present joy by 
believing in the eternal destination which is still to come? 
 
You can know that your hope is fully set on God’s future 
grace when you are rejecting worldliness, reflecting 
holiness, remembering forgiveness, and receiving God’s 
righteousness – all by faith in the finished work of our 
resurrected Christ! 
 

 
 
Let’s pray together as we dismiss. 
 
<<How Great is Our God>> 
 
REMINDER:  Newcomer’s Lunch today 

 
 
And after you have suffered a little while, [may] the God of all grace, 

who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5:10-11 
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Recommended Resources on Resurrection Hope: 
  
● Exodus 12:5 
● Psalm 33:18; 147:11 
● Isaiah 53:7 
● Luke 12:35-41 
● Matthew 20:28 
● Mark 10:45 
● John 5:21; 17:5, 24 
● Acts 2:24; 3:16 
● Romans 6:4-5; 8:11; 10:9; 12:1-2 
● 1 Corinthians 6:14; 15:1-58, especially vv. 12-20 
● 1 Timothy 3:16 
 
● https://www.gotquestions.org/why-believe-resurrection.html 

● https://www.gty.org/library/topical-series-library/178/the-resurrection-of-j

esus-christ 

● https://www.desiringgod.org/topics/the-resurrection-of-christ 

 
● Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came to Die, Piper 
● The Cross & Salvation, Demarest 
● The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus, Habermas & 

Licona 
 
 

Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions   
 

1. Review 1 Peter 1:13-21, noting all the references to some 
form of “thinking.”  How do you practically seek to renew 
your mind (Romans 12:2)?  

 
2. Review 1 Peter 1:13-21, noting who is bringing you grace 

(13), calling you to salvation (15), ransoming you from sin 
(18), revealing Christ to you (20), and making you a 
believer in God (21).  How does this text highlight the 
sovereign work of God in your own life?  What two 
amazing things did God Himself do for Christ in verse 21? 
What difference does God’s amazing power have in your 
practical life now? (c.f. Romans 8:11) 

 
3. Review 1 Corinthians 15, especially verses 12-20.  Why is 

the resurrection so important for you?  Is it possible to be 
saved without believing in the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead? 

 
4. Review 1 Peter 1:13-21.  How many reasons does this text 

give for you to pursue a lifestyle of holiness?  Would you 
describe your life as holy?  Why or why not?  What’s the 
first thing that needs to change for you to be holy in all your 
conduct?  

 
5. Read 1 Peter 1:18-19.  How valuable is the blood of Christ 

to you, and why?  
 

6. Read 1 Peter 1:13 and 1:21. What does it mean to “set 
your hope fully” on God’s future grace?  How can you 
know when “your faith and hope are in God?”  What 
false-god (idol) most competes for your faith and hope?  
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