
Romans 9:1-3 “I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 

bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— (2)  that I have great sorrow and unceasing 

anguish in my heart. (3) For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off 

from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”

Sorrow Driven Service? 

Romans 9:1-3

Drive: The motivation for action on the part of one person or group toward a goal 

will be reflected in the way they conduct themselves during the pursuit. 

If our motivation is external, material success? Than external outcomes will be 

primary in our decision making.

If our motivation is internal, spiritual? Then external appearance carries little 

weight. (Psalm 19:14) “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

heart be acceptable in your sight O’ Lord my strength and my redeemer.”

The servant of Christ lives a life of transparency. “I am speaking the truth in 

Christ – I am not lying;”

 They do not diminish the truth for our sake. (1Corinthians 1:23) “but we 

preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,” 

(2Corinthians 4:5) “For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ 

as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.”

 They do not speak to flatter those under their care. (1Thessalonians 2:5) 

“For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for 

greed—God is witness.”

 They rely upon God’s use of them in weakness to show His power.  

(2Corinthians 12:9-10) “But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
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my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 

gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. (10) 

For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

If our motivation is external, material success? Then conscience is put aside for 

purposes of expedience and preservation of the determined goal. (An athlete bends 

the rules to gain an advantage)

If our motivation is internal, spiritual? Then any advantage that could be gained 

through underhanded, manipulative ways is set aside for conscience sake. 

(1Corinthians 2:1-5) “And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come 

proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. (2) For I 

decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

(3) And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, (4) and my 

speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, (5) so that your faith might not rest in 

the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”

The servant of Christ is surrendered to conscience. “my conscience bears me 

witness in the Holy Spirit”

 They want to know they have taught the Word of God without 

compromise. (2Corinthians 4:2) “But we have renounced disgraceful, 

underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's 

word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to 

everyone's conscience in the sight of God.”
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 They seek to live in a way that will not distract from the gospel. 

(1Corinthians 10:23-2) “All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. 

“All things are lawful,” but not all things build up. (24) Let no one seek his 

own good, but the good of his neighbor.”

 Knowing that their pursuit has been Christ, sustains them when that 

pursuit costs them everything. (Philippians 3:7-10) “But whatever gain I 

had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. (8) Indeed, I count everything as 

loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 

sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 

that I may gain Christ (9) and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness from God that depends on faith— (10) that I may know him 

and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like 

him in his death,”

If our motivation is external, material success? Then the weight they carry is 

external. Even though their may be a war going on internally because of 

compromises and secret sin the image of success is the only thing people see. This 

need to project a false reality will be our crushing end.

If our motivation is internal, spiritual? Then the weight is dispersed among trusted 

friends, brothers, sisters. Though the burdens that come with being a follower of 

Christ exist, since the need for a projection of strength is not necessary they do not 

have to carry their burden in solitude.

What are some legitimate burdens for the servant of Christ?

The servant of Christ is burdened by the responsibility they have been given. 

“(2) that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.”
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 They wrestle with what their representation of Christ looks like. 

 They wonder about opportunities missed for gospel witness.

 They examine interactions with individuals who have left the church 

wondering if they are responsible.

If our motivation is external, material success? Then anything that may harm the 

potential for success is pushed aside for the established goal.

If our motivation is internal, spiritual? Then Jesus gets to do with us whatever He 

desires to fulfill his plan in this world. (Philippians 2:14-18) “Do all things 

without grumbling or disputing, (15)  that you may be blameless and innocent, 

children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, 

among whom you shine as lights in the world, (16) holding fast to the word of life, 

so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in 

vain. (17) Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial 

offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.  (18) Likewise you also 

should be glad and rejoice with me.”

The servant of Christ does not set limits on the personal cost of the gospel. 

“(3) For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the 

sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”

 The personal suffering offered for the salvation of even one soul is worth 

every sorrowful moment or freedom taken. (Philippians 1:12-14) “I want 

you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 

advance the gospel,  (13) so that it has become known throughout the whole 

imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. (14) And 
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most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment,

are much more bold to speak the word without fear.”

 For the servant of Christ…

o There isn’t a retirement date.

o The work is never done.

o A sorrow for those who are separated from God drives them to 

pursue every avenue possible in presenting Christ.

So many questions need to be asked.

 Is my life about serving Christ and His purposes in this world or is my life 

about my own agenda?

 Do I hinder those around me from serving Christ?

 Am I holding back from sharing the hardships I face because my personal 

agenda is keeping me from being open and honest?

 If I am living with an external motivation instead of an internal, spiritual one 

than how exposed am I willing to be so that I can change that?

 Jesus told us to bring our burdens to Him and He would give us rest. Will today

be the day you finally rest in Him instead of carrying those things on your own?

 I cannot possibly know what, how, where the Holy Spirit is leading in your 

heart today, but I do know God’s Word speaks. So I ask you to respond to Him 

in whatever way He is leading. And if God is leading you to obey Him then 

follow trusting Him with the outcome. 
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