
I. The Heart of Spiritual 
Shepherds 

II. 1 Peter 5:1-5 - NCBC, October 14, 
2018 

 
Main Point:   Biblical elders shepherd God’s people 
out of right motives. 
 

● Motivated by Gospel identity (1) 
o Shared calling 
o Shared message 
o Shared hope 

III.   
● Motivated by Christ’s example (2-3) 

o Not duty (fear) but delight (love) 
o Not greed but zeal 
o Not pride but humility 

IV.  
● Motivated by eternal glory (4)  

o Submitted to Christ’s shepherding 
o Submitted to Christ’s timing 
o Submitted to Christ’s reward 

 
Application:   Therefore humbly submit yourself to 
your elders (5) 
 
 
 
Opening Announcements:  
 
● Thanks for the great Work Day yesterday!! 
● Operation Christmas Child Video/Announcement 
 

<<My Hope is in the Lord>> 
 
 

 
 
Praise the Lord our firm hope is eternally secure in the 
perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ.  
 
I invite you to continue your worship now by opening your 
Bible to 1 Peter chapter 5.  
 

 
 
If you don’t have a Bible today, simply raise your hand 
and we’d be delighted to give you one.  You can find 1 
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Peter chapter 5 on page 1207 in the giveaway Bibles 
today.  
 
And while you’re preparing for the public reading of God’s 
Word from 1 Peter 5, let me say thank you for your warm 
reception of Pastors Chad and Jason who served us the 
last couple of Sundays during our pulpit swaps.  
 

 
 
It was a great joy for me to preach at both churches the 
last couple of weeks. Pekin Bible Church and Fellowship 
Bible Church are both faithful Gospel partners to us, and 
God is glorified every time local churches partner 
together to advance His kingdom.  So Lord willing, we 
desire to use pulpit swaps periodically in the future to 
help introduce you to other local Gospel partners and 
better strengthen our friendships with other like-minded 
central IL churches. 
 
So please keep praying for Pekin Bible Church and 
Fellowship Bible Church.  God is receiving glory from 
their ministries for which we are so very thankful! 
 

And speaking of church partnerships – I want to highlight 
yet another way New Castle Bible Church partners with a 
like-minded church every February:  

 
 
The week of Valentine’s Day 2019 – February 10-15, we 
want to send a large team of our members to Faith 
Church in W. Lafayette Indiana for a life-changing week 
of biblical counseling training. You can learn more about 
this training in today’s worship folder, but here’s the 
bottom line:  
 
If you are a member of New Castle Bible Church, we 
believe you have been saved from sin to do God’s work 
here in this church and in this community.   And we are 1

serious about equipping you to excel yet more in 
whatever God is calling you to do. 
 
We know that every member in this church is called to 
practice the private ministry of God’s Word to one 
another.  We call it “biblical one-anothering.”  Or spiritual 
friendship.  Or soul care.  Or biblical counseling.  Every 
one of us is responsible to share God’s grace with each 

1 Ephesians 2:10 
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other – by speaking God’s Word competently and 
compassionately to one another in the midst of real life.   2

 
So I urge you to consider attending this conference this 
February with us.  We will pay the conference fees for 
any church member able to attend.  Pray about it.  Talk to 
Mike Hanson to learn more details.  Early registration 
discounts end soon.  What a privilege to be able to 
partner with Faith Church in this strategic training for 
more Christ-honoring body-life together at New Castle 
Bible Church! 
 

 
 
Now today we come to chapter 5 in our study of First 
Peter. It is a rich text that deserves our full attention, so 
please stand in honor of the public reading of God’s 
Word, as I read 1 Peter 5, verses 1-4 from the English 
Standard Translation:  
 
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a             
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker           
in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the           

2 1 Peter 4:10-11; c.f. Romans 15:14 

flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not          
under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you;         
not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over         
those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.          
4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive         
the unfading crown of glory.  
These are the inspired words of God.  You may be 
seated.  
 
Let’s Pray. 
 
 
Take your Bible and let’s quickly skim through this letter 
of 1 Peter as a review and foundation for our Scripture 
today. 
 
In 1 Peter 1:1 we see that Peter is writing to suffering 
Christians scattered all around various regions of 
modern-day Turkey.  From chapter 1 verse 3 to chapter 
2 verse 10 Peter rejoices in their glorious salvation – all 
by God’s mercy and by God’s power.  They are a people 
with a new identity in God’s mercy! They can suffer now 
with a firm hope in their joyful future with Christ.  
 
Then from chapter 2 verse 11 until the end of chapter 4, 
Peter exhorts the suffering Christians how to live for 
God’s glory in the midst of this broken world that hates 
Christ.  Keep submitting to every kind of God’s delegated 
authority in your life – for the Lord’s sake. Remember 
Christ suffered for you – so follow in His steps.  Kill your 
own sin before it kills you, and be willing to suffer for the 
sake of Christ.  Never respond to evil with more evil – but 
seek to overcome evil with good – for the Spirit of glory 
rests upon you, and the end of all things is at hand!  God 
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has gifted you with everything you need in order to 
effectively love one another and bless one another with 
God’s grace in your speaking and serving… so don’t be 
surprised that you suffer as a Christian in this life. 
Rejoice, for you are living on the cusp of the revelation of 
His glory!  Chapter 4 verse 19 sums up Peter’s 
exhortation to suffering Christians very well:  Therefore 
let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their 
souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 
 
And then the next thing Peter writes in chapter 5 verse 1 
says, “So, I exhort the elders among you…” So…since 
last-day Christians are going to have to suffer for Christ’s 
sake… then…or therefore…, Peter wants to specifically 
address all the spiritual leaders or the elders of the 
scattered Christians in all 5 providences of Asia Minor.  
 
Peter publicly exhorts the leaders of these suffering 
Christians in front of the entire congregation.  This isn’t a 
side conversation where Peter asks to speak with all of 
the church leaders in private.  No – right here in this letter 
to all the believers – the apostle gives a public 
exhortation to the elders of these distressed 
congregations.  How they lead matters.  And Peter wants 
all of these church leaders to clearly understand that,  
 

 
Biblical elders shepherd God’s people out of right 
motives. 
 
This is especially important when the church is being 
persecuted.  Suffering and trials always test personal 
relationships.  So in this last chapter Peter focuses on the 
mutual humility required from all suffering Christians, 
directing the first four verses on the biblical elders or 
leaders of God’s people. 
 
So pastors and elders of New Castle Bible Church – this 
message is especially directed towards all of our hearts 
this morning.  
 
But before the rest of you sit back and check out, as one 
of your elders can I ask for your help?  First, it is good for 
all Christians to know more about God’s design for their 
spiritual leaders.  So you can better pray, encourage, and 
help us fulfill God’s design for His church.  3

 
And secondly, while you may not be an elder whom the 
Holy Spirit has appointed to oversee and care for this 

3 Hebrews 13:7, 17 
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local church,  this Scripture offers wise instruction for all 4

expressions of spiritual leadership – whether as a parent, 
or life group leader, or spiritual mentor.  The motives 
taught here for biblical elders are just as relevant for your 
heart as you seek to have spiritual influence on others in 
any context.  
 
First in verse 1 we learn that, 
 

 
Biblical shepherds are Motivated by their Gospel identity. 
 
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder, and 
a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker 
in the glory that is going to be revealed… 
 
Peter models the kind of leadership that he teaches.  He 
has already established that he is an apostle in the first 
verse of the letter – so he clearly has the authority to 
command these other leaders to strict obedience.  
 
But Peter doesn’t command – rather he exhorts or makes 
a personal appeal to the elders.  This is the first time 

4 Acts 20:28 

Peter has referenced himself since his opening line of the 
letter.  Everything in verse 1 emphasizes Peter’s shared 
mutuality alongside these suffering leaders, and 
demonstrates his humility and empathy for their present 
situation.  
 
Peter’s identity – just like the elders – is rooted in the 
finished work of Jesus Christ.  And so he doesn’t refer to 
himself as an apostle here, but as a fellow elder.  Peter 
emphasizes his, 
 

 
 
Shared calling with all church leaders. Elder, the apostle 
Peter who wrote this letter understands the temptations 
and joys of spiritual shepherding. Peter’s alongside you, 
not over you, in what he’s about to say. And not only 
does Peter see himself alongside you in this shared 
calling to shepherd God’s flock, but your mutual identity 
in Christ has given you and Peter a, 
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Shared message 
 
Peter – just like you – is a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ.  He’s not talking about being an eye-witness of 
Jesus’ death here…because obviously these suffering 
elders were not all eye-witnesses.  Peter instead, like 
you, is bearing witness to Christ’s suffering in his 
preaching.  Peter, just like you fellow elder, proclaims the 
sufferings of Christ!  This is our identity – we are 
ambassadors of a suffering Servant!  Our message 
testifies of Christ’s suffering – through which believing 
sinners may be saved! 
 
Dear friend – today I preach the same message that 
Peter preached.  There is forgiveness available for your 
sins!  Repent, and believe that Jesus died to pay your 
sin’s penalty – and Jesus rose again to give you newness 
of life!  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ today and be 
saved! 
 
Peter shares the calling of spiritual leadership with 
elders, shares the same message of faith in the 
substitutionary death and resurrection of God’s Son, and 
finally expresses his, 

 

 
Shared hope when he writes, as well as a partaker in the 
glory that is going to be revealed. 
 
Our future glory at Christ’s return is a favorite topic of 
Peter for suffering Christians.   5

 
Elder, the apostle shared the same calling, and message, 
and hope as you.  So don’t lose heart now!  Instead 
rejoice that the glory of heaven is your firm hope and 
guarded future! 
 
Then with that expression of his shared Gospel identity 
with these leaders, Peter makes his appeal plain in verse 
2: 
 
Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight… 
 
Pastor/Elders – listen up – Peter is directly exhorting you: 
 

5 C.f. 1:7, 11, 21; 4:13-14; 5:4, 10.  Also compare Romans 8:18. 
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Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight… 
 
Yes, the days are evil and the times are tough.  Yes God 
has called you to lead a group of believers who are really 
hurting and suffering right now.  Yes, your leadership 
position will make you a greater target for the enemy’s 
attacks.  So here’s what Peter urges you to do…from 
right alongside you…  
 
Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight… 
 
Can’t you hear a distressed suffering elder respond, “But 
the sheep bite!”  
 
It’s God’s flock – not yours… Shepherd them.  Feed 
them.  Protect them.  Care for them.  
 
“But the sheep are sick and are suffering so much in all 
of this persecution! I have my own suffering I’m dealing 
with…what should I do?” 
 
Dear suffering elder – Peter’s exhortation is very clear. 
Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight. You aren’t responsible for all Christians 
everywhere.  If you are an elder in Galatia, then 
shepherd the part of God’s flock that the Holy Spirit has 
given you oversight of there.  If you are an elder in Asia – 
shepherd the flock of God that is among you there.   6

 
Remember, you are not alone.  Elders is plural – and the 
“you” in verse 2 is plural – God’s Spirit always gifts His 
6 1 Peter 1:1 

church with a plurality of elders in each local assembly.  7

Follow Christ’s example – after all chapter 2 verse 25 
referred to Jesus as the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
soul.  
 
Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight… 
 
Or we could say it this way, 
 

 
Biblical shepherds are motivated by Christ’s example. 
 
Do you remember after Jesus’ resurrection – in John 
chapter 21, how Jesus restored Peter back into ministry? 
Peter had denied Jesus and betrayed him in the hour of 
His greatest need before the cross.  But on that sea 
shore beside a charcoal fire, Jesus looked Peter squarely 
in the eye and asked him, “Peter, do you love me.”  Yes 
Lord.  Then Peter, “shepherd my sheep.”  Feed my 
lambs. Feed my sheep.  8

7 Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:2, 4, 6, 22-23; 16:4; 20:17; 21:18; 1 Timothy 5:17; 
Titus 1:5; James 5:14; etc. 
8 John 21:15-17 
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When you love Jesus as your Good Shepherd,  you will 9

joyfully spend your life for the little ones for whom He 
died.  A pure love for Christ always motivates a shepherd 
to love God’s flock.  
 
Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight 
 
The words exercising oversight help explain what Peter 
means by shepherding.  It is the responsibility of watchful 
care.  Feeding, governing, guiding, protecting, and just 
generally taking responsibility for the well-being of the 
flock of God. 
 
You see, elders possess real spiritual authority over the 
members in the local church. It’s a delegated authority of 
course.  It’s God’s flock, not their flock.  It’s God’s Words 
and God’s strength at work – not their words or strength.

  But Hebrews 13:17 is clear … God gives real spiritual 10

authority to the plurality of elders for all the members in 
that local church…and to disobey or dismiss the elders’ 
shepherding is never helpful or advantageous for the 
sheep. 
 
Church, when motivated by Christ’s example, spiritual 
leaders are shepherds who serve, not cowboys who 
drive, or law-makers who police, or professionals who 
manage. 
 
Now Peter expands on the proper motivations for godly 
elders with three sets of negative and positive qualities. 

9 John 10:11-18, 26-27 
10 1 Peter 4:11 

These illustrations are very practical, and deserve careful 
self-examination by anyone who practices any form of 
spiritual leadership.  
 
Church – wherever these kinds of positive leaders exist, 
the flock will be healthy and joyful.  But wherever this 
kind of negative leadership exists, God’s glory will be 
sacrificed on the altar of human pride.  
 
Please pray with me that God would give us all these 
kind of elders in our church, and that He would start by 
changing me more into the likeness of our Chief 
Shepherd Jesus. 
First, in the middle of verse 2, Peter teaches that biblical 
shepherds are motivated by, 
 

 
Not duty but delight 
 
Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight not under compulsion, but willingly, as God 
would have you; 
 
Elder, is there any internal or external compulsion or 
pressure that forces you to serve Christ’s church?  Here’s 

Page 8a of 15 Page 8b of 15 
 
 



the reality – shepherding God’s flock is difficult.  It 
requires long hours that often go unappreciated by most. 
And especially during persecution, every pastor and elder 
of God’s flock will pay high prices for fulfilling their 
spiritual responsibilities.  
 
So if you are only serving as an elder because you feel 
you must, because it’s your duty, then you will inevitably 
lose your joy and get overwhelmed by the heaviness of 
pastoral ministry. 
 
Rather Peter exhorts us to serve willingly, as God would 
have you.  Acts 20:28 is clear – it’s the Holy Spirit who 
creates true elders.  The church doesn’t make elders – it 
can only recognize and ordain those whom the Holy 
Spirit gives them.  
 
So the elder who has first tasted that the Lord is good,  11

and has had his heart opened by the love of Christ, will 
delight in the privilege of loving God’s flock. 
 
This week I asked myself, how I am tempted to shepherd 
under compulsion, rather than willingly?  
 
To shepherd out of compulsion means to seek to please 
men, more than to please God.  It is to fear the approval 
of man more than the approval of God. I will say yes to 
things I shouldn’t say yes to… because I want to impress 
someone else.  
 
In short, 
 

11 1 Peter 2:3 

 
 
To shepherd out of duty is to be ruled by fear, but to 
serve willingly as God would have you is to truly love the 
flock.  In the Scriptures fear and control always walk 
together.  Shepherding under compulsion means 12

regulating righteousness, micromanaging members, 
limiting ministry to human abilities, defining unity as 
uniformity, and emphasizing preservation and protection 
as the mission of the church rather than proclamation 
and multiplication! 
 
Jesus was not a fear-mongering Shepherd.  Be 
motivated dear elder by Christ’s sacrificial example of 
love and joy. Your strong desire to see Christ exalted 
through the spiritual growth of His flock glorifies Christ!  
 
Peter goes on at the end of verse 2,  
 
Not for shameful gain, but eagerly. 
 
In other words, Biblical shepherds are motivated by, 
 

12 1 John 4:19 
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Not greed but zeal 
 
Biblical elders aren’t motivated by money. 
Self-gratification is a self-defeating motive for all spiritual 
leadership.  
 
Practically this means elders should never say, “I’m not 
paid enough to do that.”  Christ is our example, and there 
was no towel or basin too low for Christ to use.  
 
Elders shouldn’t prioritize ministry towards those who can 
repay them in some way. Rather their love is impartial – 
and they are quick to minister to those who have no 
ability to ever recompense them in any way.  
 
Instead, biblical shepherds must lead with enthusiasm. 
With zeal.  Eagerly the text says.  Like Romans 12:8 
says, let the one who leads, lead with zeal. 
 
Christlike shepherds don’t see their calling as a job to 
endure, or a turf to protect – but as a privilege to enjoy. 
Greedy leaders never delegate, but zealous shepherds 
love to see the flock rejoicing as they experience God’s 
grace in their own ministry. 

 
And then verse 3 gives the third comparison, 
 
Shepherd, … not domineering over those in your charge, 
but being examples to the flock. 
 
We might say biblical shepherds are motivated by, 
 

 
Not pride but humility 
 
Not lording it over others as if above them in superiority 
of any kind… but using their God-given authority to serve 
and bless and care for their members – showing them 
how to suffer well even when persecuted.  13

 
Never shepherd with a desire to boss others around.  We 
are called to exemplify the character of Christ as 
suffering under-shepherds for the benefit of the suffering 
sheep! 
 
Humility is the strong emphasis of Peter’s focus now in 
this letter… Peter can’t get the foot-washing Master out 

13 Matthew 20:25-28; Mark 10:42-45 
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of his head.  The biblical elder is to be a humble servant 
– not power hungry, but powerfully humble.  Not teaching 
his own preferences, but faithfully holding forth the Word 
of Life!  Never demanding respect, but quick to forgive 
and overcome evil with good. 
 
After all, verse 4 goes on to teach that, 
  

 
Biblical shepherds are motivated by eternal glory, not any 
temporary prestige or position or power in this world. 
 
And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the unfading crown of glory. 
 
Elders – lift up your eyes – look off the flock’s troubles for 
a moment – gaze upon your reward and rejoice!!  This 
reward should be an incentive for your perseverance to 
keep suffering as you follow Christ’s example.  
 
When the chief Shepherd appears is just another pointer 
to Christ’s 2nd coming.  And Jesus is our chief Shepherd. 
Love that image.  In other words every elder is, 
 

 
Submitted to Christ’s shepherding 
 
Every shepherd has a Shepherd with a capital “S.”  Every 
elder shepherd is also a sheep.  Elders – this church is 
not about us.  Jesus is the head of this church.  Our 
shepherding ministry is only effective and joyful as it is 
submitted to Christ’s shepherding. 
 
Church – comfort yourself with this truth.  Your spiritual 
leaders are submitted to Christ’s shepherding…therefore 
submit yourself to them as unto the Lord.  The Lord is 
your ultimate Shepherd – He will lead you besides still 
waters.  He is guiding you and setting the table for you. 
You show that you are trusting the Lord by how you 
submit to His delegated shepherds serving you. 
 
Biblical elders are also, 
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Submitted to Christ’s timing 
 
Glory waits for when the chief Shepherd appears…  We 
suffer now, and the reward will be future.  Don’t lose 
heart dear pastors and elders.  Jesus is coming back, 
and He will come back quickly.  So let this motivate your 
joyful faithfulness to your calling.  May He return to find 
us faithful under-shepherds … shepherding the flock of 
God among us, exercising authority willingly, eagerly, 
and as examples for the flock. 
 
O church – may God bless us with more elders and 
pastors who are motivated by God’s glory more than their 
own, and who are joyfully, 
 

 
Submitted to Christ’s reward 
 
You will receive the unfading crown of glory.  This is the 
elders reward, and also the reward of every believer. 
The emphasis in the Greek is on the word glory – what 
we will receive is the glory – and this glory is unfading 
and eternal – like a crown of flowers adorning an NT 
athlete. The crown is a metaphor – not a literal crown – 
representing the victory and honor of the glory that we 
will experience in the presence of our Chief Shepherd.  
 
Church - We all will be partakers together in God’s glory! 
 
Elders – you must not be motivated by fear or money or 
pride.  Instead – be motivated by the honor and praise 
and glory which shall be revealed when Christ comes 
back to take us home to be with Him forever.  
Peter’s exhortation is clear and timely for God’s church 
today:  
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Biblical elders shepherd God’s people out of right 
motives. 
 
Rooted in our common Gospel identity, biblical elders are 
motivated by Christ’s example and Christ’s glory.  
 
So then how shall we respond this morning here at New 
Castle Bible Church?  
 
Well for our elders and pastors among us, we must ask 
ourselves, “Why do I serve God in the church?”  
 
We must repent of any pride or greed or fear that has 
embittered our souls, and deflated our joy in spiritual 
leadership.  If you are complaining or angry or embittered 
by smelly or snarky sheep… pray that God will refresh 
your soul and reawaken you to the privilege of this 
spiritual calling.  Refresh your soul through the spiritual 
disciplines, personal rest, and spiritual friendships.  Take 
a season of sabbatical if necessary – Jesus is our 
example and even He had to get away for rest and 
extended times of prayer at times.  
And for the church, I believe this Scripture calls us to, 
 

 
Humbly submit yourself to your elders’ shepherding. 
 
Verse 5 offers a pretty clear application, 
 
Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. 
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for God opposes the proud but gives grace to 
the humble. 
 
Submission is God’s good design for His glory in His 
church.  But submission to imperfect delegated 
authorities requires a lot of humility.  
 
May God bless the hearts of our elder shepherds, and 
the hearts of our faithful members, all with the humility of 
Jesus Christ. 
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Let’s pray. 
 
<<Blessed Assurance>> 
 
Let’s pray our benediction together as we dismiss. 
 

 
 
And after you have suffered a little while, [may] the God of all grace, 

who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5:10-11 
 

 
 
Recommended Resources on The Heart of Spiritual Shepherds: 
  
● Matthew 20:25-28 
● Mark 10:42-45 
● Luke 22:25-27 
● Acts 14:23; 20:17-38 
● Romans 12:8 
● Ephesians 4:11-16 
● 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12; 5:12-13 
● 1 Timothy 3:1-7; 5:17, 22 
● 2 Timothy 4:1-5 
● Titus 1:5-9  
● Philemon 1:8-9, 14 
● Hebrews 13:7, 17 
● James 5:14-15 
V.  
● https://biblicaleldership.com/ 

● https://www.desiringgod.org/labs/practice-what-you-preach 

● https://www.desiringgod.org/labs/how-not-to-lead-a-church 

● https://www.desiringgod.org/labs/does-god-reward-pastors 

VI.  
● Spiritual Leadership, Sanders 
● Pastoral Ministry, MacArthur 
● Brothers, We are Not Professionals, Piper 
● Lectures to My Students, Spurgeon 
● Biblical Eldership, Strauch 
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● “What is a Biblical Elder” preached at NCBC by Pastor Kevin on 
January 31, 2016 

 
Growing Deeper:  Life Group Questions   
 
1. Review 1 Peter 5:1-3.  Make a list of the 3 motives a Christian 

leader must avoid, and the 3 motives a Christian leader must 
minister with.  Explain each of these, and then discuss how the 
proper motivations serve a joyful pastor and a healthy flock (c.f. 
Hebrews 13:17). 

VII.  
2. Compare the list of character qualities for elders and deacons in 

1 Timothy 3:1-13.  What is the primary distinction between the 
elder calling and the deacon calling?  (c.f. Acts 6:2-4) 

VIII.  
3. Read 1 Cor. 12:12-31.  How has God structured his body (the 

church)?  How can church leaders and members work together 
to pursue greater joy and unity throughout the body for God’s 
glory? 

IX.  
4. 1 Peter 5:1-4 and Hebrews 13:17 both confirm the life-giving 

benefit that joyful elders bring to their local church family.  Pray 
together for God to bless each of our elders and pastors with 
greater joy and spiritual refreshment this week. 

X.  
5. Peter suggests that pastors should shepherd with the motive of 

their coming reward (1 Peter 5:4).  But Paul teaches that love 
does not seek its own (1 Corinthians 13:5).  Is Peter advocating 
something against love?  Discuss together, and for help watch 
https://www.desiringgod.org/labs/does-god-reward-pastors.  
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